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Sir CHARLES WaTsoON, Bart. 


j 1 
sgt! Leone 
: 4s ; 
Tate Be 


SIR, 


AD I not been fo happy as to have enjoyed a con- 
fiderable fhare of your Father’s friendfhip, it is 
probable I might never have vifited the Eaf? Indies: it 
is certain, it would not have been in my power to have 
made thofe obfervations on Perfia, and Turky, that 
appear in the fubfequent Work. 


To You then, as the Reprefentative of my honoured 
Fricnd and grcateft Benefactor, this public Teftimony 
of my Gratitude and Affection 1s moft juftly duc. 


If, Sir, the perufal of the following fheets, fhould 
contribute to the amufement only of your vacant 
hours, I fhall have attained my prefent end: but if what 
I have written of your excellent Father, and other de- 
ferving Officers under him, or of the Religion, Cuftoms, 

A 2 and 


DEDICATION. 


and Manners of Foreign Countries, fhall contribute to. 
your improvement, and fet you forward in the paths. 


of virtue, I then fhall be beyond meafure happy. 


That you may long live an honour to your Family, 
a comfort -to your tender furviving Parent, a Friend. to 
Mankind in general, and to your Country in particular ; 
in fhort, that your whole condué& may be great, gene- 
rous, and good, fuch as may manifeft to the world 
whofe Son and Succeffor you are, is the fincere wifh: 


of, 


Dear Sir, 


Your moft faithful Friend,. 
Titchfield. 
January i. 1773. 


and obedient humble Servant,. 


BEDWARD IVES. 


P R EF F A C E. 


HE principal part of the Firft Book here offered to the Public, 

and the whole of the Second Book, were tranfcribed from 
original papers eleven years ago, merely for my own amufement, 
and for the gratification of my family and friends. Having however 
been lately prevailed upon to fubmit them to the perufal of two 
or three Gentlemen, diftinguifhed in the Republic of Letters, they 
warmly recommended it to me to fend them to the Prefs, giving 
it as their opinion, that they would not only be entertaining, but 
ufeful to the world. To them, therefore, and the partiality of 
their judgments, it is owing, that they now make their appear-- 
ance in public. 


The ftile of the Second Book, fo different from that of the 
firft, may poffibly afford juft room for criticifn; and I may be 
cenfured for not having new-modelled it, and given the whole 
ina continued hiftorical narration. I once endeavoured to do it, 
but foon found myfelf unequal to the tafk: I therefore refolved to 
let the Second Book continue in the fame form as when firft com- 
mitted to paper. However difagreeable or diffimilar this mixture 
may. be, yet it will be attended with the following advantage at 

leaft ;. 


vi PR E F A C E. 


Jeaft; the feveral incidents will be fet before the Reader, juft as 

they ftruck the Author’s mind, and confequently in a more natural 
and eafy manner. Befides, I was apprehenfive, that to have cur- 
tailed, or enlarged on, my original fentiments, would have given 
reafon to fufpect the fidelity of the whole. 

Should it be objected, that I have treated too minutely of 
myfelf and my own concerns; I have only to anfwer, that the 
man who writes his own journey, is under a neceflity in fome 
degree of making himfelf the hero of his own tale. But however 
trivial many of the incidents relating to myfelf, may now appear, 
at the time they happened they were felt by me with the 
moft exauifite fenfibility ; and therefore hope the infertion of them 
will be either overlooked or pardoned by the candid Reader. 


It becomes me to own alfo, that to enrich the Firft Book, I have 
made free with fome of the Obfervations made on the Eaf Indians, 
and on the Animal and Vegetable Productions of their Country, by 
my two late valuable and ingenious friends, the Rev. Mr. Cobde 
and Mr. George Thomas, whofe papers fell into my hands foon after 
their deceafe. However, though fenfible of the obligation I lic 
under, in having thofe Gentlemen’s remarks thus fortunately blended 
with my own, I fhall think myfelf fufficiently happy, if even 
by fome borrowed riches and beauties, I have been able to produce 
a work not altogether unworthy of the attention of the Public. 


The general Map of the courfe of the River Euphrates, and of 
our route through fatic-Turky, which is inferted in the Second 
Book, muft certainly prove very acceptable to the Reader, as it 
convevs an increafe of knowledge in the geography of a country 
which hitherto has been but little known, and as the truth and 
accuracy thereof may be entirely depended upon, being done by the 
Jate ingenious Mr. Dodge, from his own, and the joint obferva- 
fions of Captain Yames Alms of the Roval Navy. 

~ The 


P R E FA C E, Vii 


The other general Map and Chart, with the Copper-plates which 
are given in the courfe of the work, may allo juftly claim great 
merit. The three Views of Geriah the ftrong fortrels of Angria 
the Pirate, were drawn on the {pot by the late Captain Northal, of 
the King’s Artillery: They give a clear and diftinct idea of the 
importance of that place, whofe Mafter for a long time had been 
the terror of every trader in the Eaft Indies. The remaining Draw- 
ings relate either to matters of Antiquity or Modern Curiofity. To 
the impartial decifion of the Public the whole of the Work is now 
sefpectfully fubmitted. 


CO N- 


{ viii J 


CON TEN T S&S. 


Bo OK .. 


HAP. I. The occafion of the voyage. The Author fails from Spithead, as 
C Surgeon of the Kent, Admiral Watfen's fhip. The Admiral touches at King fale 
in lreland, where two of the capital fhips are difabled by a ftorm. He arrives at 
Madeira. The run from thence to Vadagafcar. <A defcription of that ifland. 
Charaéter of the people. Account of the king, his court and attendants. Anec- 
dotes relative to tne temper of the MJadagafcarians. ‘Their religion, cuftoms, and 
way of living. Animal and vegetable productions of the ifland, &c. Gc. Sc. Pager. 


Cuap. II, Admiral //’utfon leaves Adadagafear, and arrives at Fort St. David. An 
account of that fettlement, of the Chameleon, animated Stalk, &c. Defcription 
of the inhabitants, their perfons, habits and coins. Lift of the different Ca/?s into 
which the Jndians divide themfelves, with a fhort account of their particular cuftoms, 
Esc. — — _ — —_ p- 18. 


Cuap. IIf. The Kent and Salifbury leave Fort St. David, and arrive at Bombay. 
Deicription of that place, and its inhabitants. Account of the Per/ces refidinp there, 
and their religious tenets. A particular cuftom of the Jndians of Bombay, at the death 
of arelation, Account of the religious perfons, called oogees. Extraordinary 
circumftance of fifh being found in every pond at Bombay during the rainy feafon. 
Curious account of the quantity of water that fell in the rainy feafon. Several 
curiofities at Bombay. Value of monies. Lift of Indian drugs. Defcription of the 
Elephanta. — — — — —_ p- 3le 


Cnap. IV. The fquadron leaves Bombay, and arrives at Afadra/s. Defcription of 
Mladrafs or Fort St. George. The buildings and Jndian inhabitants. A Tift of the 
feveral forts of fervants employed in J/ndia, their names, wages, religion, and em- 
ployments. Account of the nature and genius of their mechanics. ‘The phyfical 
practice of their black-doctors. Manner of inoculating for the fmall-pox. p. 44. 


Cuap. V. The fquadron fails from MMadrafs for Trinconomale in Ceylon. Defcription 
of that harbour and ifland. Account of the Cinnamon-tree, &¥c. with the minerals, 
and vegetable and animal productions. Particular defcription of the Elephant and 
‘Tyger, and various forts of venomous infects, &c. — — P» 55* 


Cuap. VI. The {quadron leaves Trinconomale, and arrives at Fort St. David; is 
driven out to fea, but returns fafe to the road. The admiral-makes an excurfion 
to Chilambaram. Manner of travelling in India. Defcription of the famous Pagoda 


at Chilambaram. Mr, Watfon receives his Majefty’s commiffion appointing him 
3 Rear~ 


C ON T EN T S. 


‘Rear-Admiral of the Red. Mabhomed-Ally, Nabob of Arcot, arrives in the 
bourhood of Fort St. David. He is vifited by the admiral, &c. He returns the 
admiral’s vifit; the manner of his reception on board the fleet. Account of fome 


particular Jndian cuftoms on that occafion. Account of the land-wind, and its 
violent effects. — — — — — p. 65. 


1x 
neigh- 


Cuap. VIf. The fquadron leaves Fort St. David, and comes to an anchor in Madrafi 
road. Sails again for Bombay. ‘The fhips proceed againft Geriah. Account of the 
attack and furrender of that fortrefs ; and of the cannon, ftores, monies, and valu- 
able effects found there. Admiral Wat/on pays a vifit to Angria’s wives and children, 


His humanity towards them. Lift of Europeans redeemed from flavery. Defcription 
of a Mahomedan Talifman found in Angria’s houfe. = — — p. 78. 


Cuap. VII. Mr. Wat/on with his fquadron leaves Geriah and arrives at Bombay, and 
from thence proceeds to Fort St. David. He there receives his majefty’s permiffion 
to return to England, but is obliged to relinguifh it, by difagreeable advices from the 
directors of the Ea/f? India company. An intended expedition to Golconda, defeated 
by the fame intelligence. An exprefs arrives from Bengal, with the news of the 
taking of Calcutta, and the tragedy of the Black-hole prifon. The fquadron fails 
for Bengal, and after a tedious paflage arrives in Ballafore road. Account of its ope- 
rations and conquefts in the river Ganges to the retaking of Calcutta. p. 8g. 


Cuap. IX. Operations again{t oughly, and burning the Granaries. The Naboh 
‘marches with a great army towards Calcutta. A brifk cannonade between him and 
Colonel Clive. Meftrs. Walfh and Scrafton fent to the Nabod with propofals of peace, 
which prove abortive. Colonel Ci:ve attacks the Nabob in his camp. The Nabod 
concludes a treaty of peace very advantageous to the Englifh Eaft India company. 
Admiral /Vatfon refolves to reduce the French power in Bengal. Correfpondence 
between the Admiral and the Matos. Account of the attack of Chandernagore. The 
Englifh forces take pofleffion of the place. Gallant behaviour of Captain Speke and 
his fon, &e. _ — — — — p- 104. 

Cuap. X. Correfpondence between the Admiral and the Nabob. Admiral Watfon 
and the Colonel refolve to recommence hoftilities againft him, The grandees of his 
court confederate to dethrone him. ‘Thechiefs of the council at Calcutta enter into 
a treaty with them: Articles of that treaty. Colonel Clive takes the field with his 
forces. Account of the battle of Plaffey. ‘faffier Ali-Khan is handed to the Soubah- 
dar’s {eat by Colonel Chive. Serajah Dowlah, the late Nabod, is taken prifoner, and 
put to death. — — —_ — — P. 137. 


Cuap. XI. Major Eyre Coote’s expedition up the Ganges, in purfuit of Monheur Law, 
and his party. —_ _— — — p- 356. 


Cuap. XIJ. Admiral Watfon’s ficknefs and death: His character. Admiral 
Pocock fucceeds Mr. Watfon in the command of the fquadron. Deicription of the 
Argill, and of the Arica, Chulta, Mango, Tatoon, and Ruffa trees. Account of coins 
at Bengal. — — — — p. 176. 


Cuap. XIII. Occurrences on the voyage from Calcutta to Gombroon. Arrival at Co- 
lumbo, Anjengo, Cochin, with defcriptions of the places. Account of the Cochin or 
Elephant-leg. Arrival at, and a fhort account of, Tellicherry, Goa, Bombay, and Gom- 
broon, Obfervations on the Banian tree, —_ — p. 187. 


4 | CuapP. 


x Cc ON T E N T S. 


Guas. XIV. Fhe ran from Gombroos up the Perfan guiph. Arrival at the ifland of 
Karec. Onf generous reception by Baron Knrphaufin the governor. Account of 
that gentleman’s difpute with the Zartifs governor at Baffera, and his eftablefhment 
at Karcc. State of that ifland at the time of our asrival. ‘Fhe pearl-frfhery; natural 
curiofitiess The manners and euftoms of the Arabs, and Perfians. Anecdotes of 
the famous Zéamas Kuli Khan, with an account of the prefent competitors for the 
crown of Perfia. Anecdotes of a late governor of Batavia. Forty thoukand Chinefe 

maflaered there in one night. Negotiation with the Sherck of Grane for conducting 

us over the Defert. Defciiption of the feveral fmoking tubes made ufe of in India. 

The author and his brother-travellers arrive at Baffora. — p. 204, 


B O O K IIs 


Cuap.I. Defcription of Bafora and the country adjacent. Account of Mr. Barton’s 
being firft plundered, and afterwards humancly treated by the Arabs. Monfieur 

- Perdria, the French refident, and the officers of the Briffol Frigate, pay the author 
and his companions a vifit. More occurrences at Baffora. We embark on board 
a yacht Jent us by Mr. Shaw. Paflage up the Euphrates to Corna, Cota, and Semava. 
Infolent behaviour of the Chocerda. — — — P. 2316 


Cuar. If. Occurrences on the river Euphrates from Semava to Lembloon, and Dewana 
or Hafca; genteel reception from the governor there. Paffage to Hilla; potite 
behaviour of the Governor of Hilla. Account of the Gereed, a warlike Turki 
exercife. Arrival at Baghdad. — ne — p- 250, 


CuHap. III. Account of thofe noxious blafts called Samiels. Defcription of a Takht 
Revan. Account of Baghdad. Anecdotes of Solyman the governor, and of Selim, 
Bajfha of Courdifian. Military ftrength of Baghdad. Obfervations on the Turks. 
Defcription of three ancient ruins called Yauk Keffera, Kurman Shah, and Nimraa’s 
Tower, — — — — — p- 274. 


Crap TV. Occurrences on our journey from Baghdad to eigie Afkee-couprie, Dour- 
courmatee, Kircoote, Arvele, Zaave, Camalifk-Gawerkoe, and Moful, with our method 
of travelling. Obfervations on the face of the country. Defcription of a Turkifh 
MMofque. Account of their priecfls; and of a fect called worfhippers of the Devil. 
State of Chriftianity in Turfy, Tomb of St. Barbara. — p. 302. 


Crap. V. Occurrences at Afoful. Situation of ancient Nineveh. Account of the 
Sanjacks, Journey from Adoful to Efche- Moful, Nifibing and Aderdin ; with obferva- 
tions on thofe places, their productions, manufactures, ce. Se. — p- 321- 


Cuap. VI. Occurrences on the road from A@erdin to Diarbekir, with a defcription of 
that city. Account of the famine there. We leave Diarbekir, and join the Bajba 
Abdallab. Face of the country we travel over. Account of fome Arabs and their 
flocks, The Bafha’s deportment to us. We arrive at Bir; Defcription of that 
city. Obfervations in our journey from that place to Sajuera and Aleppo. P- 342. 


Cuap. VIT. Occurrences in Aleppo. Journey to Shoger and Latichea. Occurrences 
at, and defcription of Latichea. Moft of the party fet off for the ifland of Cyprus. 
‘The author follows them, and arrives at Larnica. Occurrences and obfervations in 
Cyprus. Arrival of four other gentlemen from Jndia. “Their departure with the 


author, from Cyprus, and arrival at Leghorn, — —_ Pp- 379. 
| CHAP, 


c ON T BN T S. xi 


Cap. VII. The author is ebliged to perform quarantine in the Lazaretto at Leghorn. 
Receives a letter from Mr. Doidge, giving an account of his party’s proceedings. 
Ocewsrences and qbfervatigns at Leghorn. Journey to Pifa, Luxe, Borgiana, and 

+ Phrence. Defeription-of tuis la@ place, of the Great co's palace of Pie; of 
the famous gallery of the old palace, and the feveral chambers of curiofities; of the 
chapel of St, Laurence, baptiftry, library, ce. Gc. Journey to Belogna, Ferrara. 
Padua and Venice. —_— a —_ sits p. 393. 


Cuap. 1X. Defcription of Vasise.. Journey from thence to Vicenza, Verona, Borcetto, 
Frent and Infpruk. Defcription of the city of dnfpruck. Olcurrences from thence 
to Augfburgh and Franckfort. Pafflage down the Rhine to Cologne. Journey from that 
city to Cleves and Nimeguen; and paflage afterwards to Rotterdam and Helvoct/luys. 
Arrival in Exgland., — re _ —e p- 418. 


A PPEN ODI X. 
Ne. I. Medical and Chirurgical Obfervations, ome _ pe 44 
N°. II. Jndian Trees, Shrubs, Plants, and Medicines. — Pp. 456. 


Ne. III. An Account of the Difeafes incident to Gambroow, contained in a letter from 
an ingenious phyfician who refided feveral years in that fettlement. p- 498. 


ER R AT AL 


Page 14. line 25. for Tabularia, read Tubularia —P. 22. after copper-coin, add 27.—P. 28. 
tor Chezvons r. Chexvous.—P. 50. 1. 2. for 8, r. 3 pagodas: 1. 26, after 6 fanams, add for 
the fet.—P. 60. 1. 15. for behind, r. before; and !. 16. for fore-parts, r. hind-parts.—-P. 71. 
1. g. dele ftaff.—P. 235. 1. 30. dele or § of and add for.—P. 248 1.15. for trings r. flings.— 
P. 279. add the following note, to be connefed with rhe word {pits, 1.33. Ut afterwards appeared 
that this was the beginning of a confumption, of which he died in Exgland, 24 December 1761. 
—L. 35. for Ghee, r. Fee.—P. 297.1. 10. for 50. 7. 10.—P. 331.1. 10. for crftee-tkins, 7. coffee, 
fkins.—P. 363, laft |. for were, r. and.—P. 406. for Velocis, r. Veloces.—P. 445. 1. 23, for 
104, r. 344.-—P. 481.1. 20. for carved, r. curved. 
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TasLe of Corns, and Monrgs, mentioned in the Work. 


5 Rays, or Rez, equal toa Pice. 
80 Pice = a Rupee, 
MALABAR. A Rupee = 25. 3d, to 25. 64, 
A Pagoda = about 8s. 


(7i0 Cafh equal to a Pice. 

18 Pice = a Fanam. 

y10 fanams = a Rupee. 

A Rupee = about 2s. 64. 

36 to 40 Fanams = a Pagoda. 

A Pagoda = 85s. and fometimes to gs. and 105. 


‘COROMANDEL. 





(4 Pice equal to a Fanam. 

} 3 Fanams = an Ana. 
)16 Anas = a Rupee. 

CA Rupee = about 2s. 6d. 


BENGAL. 





8 to 10 Fluce equal to a Dunnen or Denim. 
|] 8" to 10 Denims = a Marmooda. 
4. Marmoodas = a Rupee. 
| 2 Afpers = a Peraw. 
Persia and ;40 Peraws = a Piaftre or Dollar. 
TuRKY. YA Picfire = 25. gd. 
| A Sequin = 75. 6d. 
| 2 Marmoodas == an Abaffee = 125. 4d. 
50 Abaffees = a Toman or Tomond. 
LA Toman = 31. 6s. 8d. 


{A Paul equal to 5d. 5. 

40 Peraws — a Piaftre. 

60 Cruttzers = a Florin = 25. 3d. 
4. Florins, 40 Cruitzers = a Lechin. 
3 Piaftres, 35 Peraws = a Lechin. 

| A Zechin or Ducat = 105. 3d. 

LA Pifole = 155. 6d. 7 





ITALY. 


60 Cruitzers equal to a Florin or German Guilder. 
Germany, &c.24 Plorins 15 Cruitzers, to 5 Florins = a Ducat. 
A Ducat = 105. 34d. 
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C H A P, I. 


The occafion of the voyage——The Author fails from Spithead, as Surgeon of 
the Kent, Admiral Watfon’s /hip.——Tbe Admiral touches at Kingfale in 
Ireland, where two of the capital fips are difabled by a ftorm. He 
arrives at Madeiraa——The run from thence to Madagafcar.——A  defcrip- 
tion of that ifland. Charagter of the people, —— Account of the king, 
his court and attendants.—— Anecdotes relative to the temper of the Mada- 
galcarians.——Their religion, cuftoms, and way of living. ——Animal and 
vegetable productions of the ifland, 8c. 8c. &c, 

















land forces under the command of Admiral Bo/cawen had left the Indies to 

and were on their return to England; Monf. Dupleix, governor of Pondi- 1753. 
cherry, began by his intrigues to fow the feeds of diflention among the country —-—d 
princes; and when he had fo far fucceeded as to fet them at variance with 
one another, he fent a body of European troops into the field, as auxili- 
aries to thofe Nadobs who efpoufed the French intereft ; and who, by dint of 
this fupply, gained feveral fucceflive advantages over the other princes who 
were friends to our Eaff [ydia company. Musrapna-Jina, a powerful 
prince, and Cuunpa-Sazs, an enterprifing general, were thofe with whom 
he was principally connected, and whom he made ufe of as inftruments for 
bringing about his ambitious defigns. Defigns no lefs extenfive, than of 

B acquiring 


[fitter after the peace of Ar la Chapelle, or as foon as our fea and 1749 
t 


1749 


to 


1753: 


[2 ] 
acquiring for his nation an abfolute afcendency over the whole Carnatic and 


Deccan, and for himfelf, immortal honour and immenfe riches. The Engi 
prefidency were pofleffed of fuch convincing proofs of his infatiable avarice, 


myn and thirft for power; that they prudently and refolutely determined to exert 


their utmoft abilities in putting a ftop to his violent, and hitherto rapid 
proceedings: for that purpofe, they, under the character of allies, joined 
their forces with the armies of a prince called Nazir-Jinc, and of the 
Nabob of Arcot named Manomep-Aty; againft whom their enemies were 
now taking the field. 


Thus the Englifo and French companies, though they could not act as 
open and declared enemies, becaufe of the peace which fubfifted between 
their re{fpective fovereigns, yet under the affumed name of auxiliaries, they 
for feveral years carried on an expenfive and bloody war againft each other. 
And, although the Briti/b arms never gained greater glory, than in fome of 
the battles which were fought on this occafion, particularly in thofe, where 
Major Lawrence and Mr. Cive commanded; yet, as the French had a far fu- 
perior number of European troops, and had been fo artful as to form con- 
nections with the moft powerful princes of the country ; with thefe ad- 
vantages, they made fo confiderable a progrefs, as greatly to alarm the 
whole of the Englj/h {ettlements, and to fill them with apprehenfions, left 
the day might come, when Monf. Dupleix’s ambition might be gratified in. 
its utmoft extent. The governor and council of thofe fettlements therefore 
fent repeated accounts of their difagreeable fituation, to the directors of the 
Englifh Eaft India company, who petitioned government in their behalf; and 
at length a fmall fquadron of the king’s fhips, under the command of Charles 
Weatfon, Efq; Rear-Admiral of the Blue, and a regiment of infantry under 
that of Colonel Adlercron, were granted for their relief. 


On the 22d day of February 1754, the Kent (of which fhip I had been 
appointed furgeon) failed from Spithead to Plymouth, the place of rendez- 
vous for the {quadron; and on the gth of March, Admiral Wat/on put to fea 
with ‘the following fhips for the £aft Indtes. 

“ Guns.. 
Kent, (with the admiral’s flag) Capt. Henry Speke 70 
Eagle, (with a broad pendant) Capt. George Pocock 60. 


Salifoury - - - Capt. Dhomas Knowler 50 
Briftal - - - - Capt. Thomas Latham 50 
Bridgewater - - - + Capt. Wilham Martin 20 
Kingsfifber Sloop  - - - Capt. Bet Mighel 16 


The admiral’s inftructions directed him to repair to Cork in Ireland, and! 
there to receive on board his fquadron, as many. of the king’s troops as 
he could conveniently difpofe of. This he attempted doing, but the wind: 
being unfavourable, he judged it neceffary to put into King/ale road. On 
the 12th he anchored there, and immediately difpatched a letter to Colonel. 

Adler cron 


[ 3 ] 


Adlercron, acquainting him of his arrival, and requefting him to march with 
his regiment to that port. 


On the 19th in the afternoon, the wind blew very hard from the fouth 
eaft, accompanied with fleet and hail, and a very high fea poured into the 
bay, which occafioned the Eag/e to part her {mall bower cable, and to drive 
a-thwart the Briffol’s hawfe. The officers of the Eagle fo exerted them- 
felves, that they foon cleared her from the Bré/fo/, but not without the lofs 
of this laft fhip’s head and bowfprit. At night, both fhips parted from 
their anchors, and drove very near the fhore; their mafts were cut away, 
and fignals of diftrefs were made; but unfortunately the fea ran fo high, that 
no boats could lye along fide of them, and confequently no effectual relief 
could be fent to their affiftance. The wind and fea abating in the morn- 
ing, gave the admiral an cpportunity of getting off both the thips, by his 
fending all the boats of the fquadron to affift them; but they were fo much 
difabled, as not to be capable of proceeding on their intended expedition. 


Mr. /Vatfon, being by this accident deprived of fo confiderable a part of 
the force of his fquadron, for fome time debated with himfelf, whether he 
fhould immediately purfue his voyage with thofe few fhips which were ftill 
fit for fea, or wait where he was, till the difabled fhips could be replaced. 
His zeal for the fervice however determined him to embrace the former alter- 
native, and he difpatched two exprefies, one to the Secretary of the 
Lords CommifMfioners of the Admiralty, and another to Colonel Adlercron : 
he acquainted the colonel with his determination of proceeding with the 
Kent, Salifbury, Bridgewater, and Kingsfifber only; and defired him, that 
the divifion of his regiment which was intended for thofe fhips, might 
embark with all poffible expedition ; and that the other divifion, might 
be put on board the two fhips which were difabled, and proceed in them 
to Plymouth, where he did not doubt but other fhips would be foon ready 
ta receive them, and follow him to India. The remainder of the regiment 
was to embark in fome of the Eaft India company’s fhips, which of courfe 
would not fail to follow the admiral; but as they were not ready at the 
time he failed from England, he had received orders not to wait for them. 


On the 24th, fome of the troops were put on board; and the fame day, 
the admiral with his two fhips, frigate and floop, weighed anchor, and 
jailed; leaving the two difabled fhips behind him, and appointing the Gar- 
land, Captain Spry, to convoy them to Plymouth.—April the 6th, we anchored 
in Fonchial road, off the ifland of Madeira, a place famous for fupplying not 
only Europe, but all our fettlements in both the Jndies, with a moft excellent 
wine. This refrefhing liquor however, like other things, of late years 
is greatly increafed in its price. Ten or twelve years before, the beft 
wine on the ifland was fold from 12 to 14 pounds the pipe; but at the time 
we were there, none could be got for lefs than 20 and 22 pounds. 
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I" 54. This ifland of Madeira is fubject to the crown of Portugal, fituated in a 

‘—— ! fine climate, in the latitude of 32° 27’ north, The face of the country 
is very mountainous, interfperfed with vineyards, which form a moft ro- 
mantic and delightful profpect. The tops of the higheft of thefe moun- 
tains are always covered with fnow; fome of the gentlemen of our fquadron 
ventured to {cale one of them, but found the air round the fummit of it fo 
exceedingly cold, that they were glad to get down again as faft as poffible. 
We have a conful always refiding here, and feveral confiderable merchants 
of our nation live at Fonchial, which is the only place of trade in the whole 
ifland.. 


Whilft we continued at Madeira, we met with many difagreeable delays 
in fupplying our {quadron with wine and other refrefhments, on account of 
the Paffion-week, and the carnival that followed it; at which feafon all 
bufinefs there is at a ftand, and ftrangers are fure to be entertained with 
much gaudy, fuperftitious mummery. The cuftom indeed of celebrating 
this feftival with a great deal of religious pageantry, is obferved in all Popith 
countries, but probably no where carried to fo great an height as among 
the Portuguefe, who are the moft bigotted to the fopperies of their religion 
of any nation under the fun. 


On the 19th of 4pri/, at 10 o’clock in the morning, we took our leave of 
Madeira, and on the 23d faw the ifland of Palma, one of the Canaries, dif- 
tant from us four leagues. By the 25th, we were got into the trade winds, 
and in a day or two afterwards were in fight of Bonavi/ta, one of the Capa 
de Verd iflands. About the middle of May, our fhip being too much crowded 
with ftores and men, and confequently very hot between decks; the crew 
became fo fickly, that in fix days we buried feven men, and had 160.0n the 
fick lift, chiefly with putrid fevers. On the 3d of Yune, at the very hour 
Capt. Speke had calculated, we difcovered the land Trinidada, and the next 
morning Martinvas was in fight. The latter is compofed of inacceffible 
rocks; but the former, as I was informed, is well covered with woods, and: 
has a fandy bay at the north-eaft end, where there is plenty of frefh water. 


In our whole run from Madeira to thefe laft mentioned iflands, we faw 
nothing very remarkable; or only fuch objeéts as are always to be met with 
in thofe feas: fuch as great flights of different forts of birds, near the 
land, and vaft numbers of flying fifth. We caught alfo fome fharks in 
calm weather; to fome of which were fticking feveral black fith, from 
eight inches. to a foot long: the failors called them the fucking-fifh, but 
they are really the Remora. Some time in June the crews of the feveral hips 
of the {fquadron, with baited-hooks, caught fome Pintade-birds; they are 
about the bignefs of a pidgeon,, and. when {wimming on the water, very. 
much refemble that bird. They are prettily mottled on the back and wings, 
their heads are of a dark blue colour, their bills are fharp and ftrong, their. 
Iegs black, and their feet webbed. When caught, they cannot rife to fly. 
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from the deck, but will moft readily do fo, out of a tub of water. An 
albatrofe, a fea-fowl, was fhot off the Cape of Good Hope, which meafured 
17% feet from wing to wing. A /bark was alfo caught, and brought on 
board the Cumberland, with 72 young ones in her belly, each from 6 to 14 
inches long. Another was afterwards caught by the Sali/ury's‘crew, which 
had the horns, fkin, and many bones of a bullock in the belly. After it was 
dead and dried, a very large man paffed through its jaws. 


/ In the unfettled and hot weather we had, during our continuance near 
the line, the putrid fever raged among us; (owing in a great degree allo 
to the ftock-fifh, which we had taken on board as part of our provifion, 
turning putrid.*) Our people, when firft taken, complained of violent head- 
aches, pain in their limbs, and an univerfal reftlefinels. By che latter end 
of ‘Zune, we had advanced far to the fouthward, and confequently were 
in a colder climate. On the 17th of Fu/y, at three in the morning, we 
difcovered the long wifhed-for ifland of Madagafcar. At four made the fional, 
wore fhip, and brought to; and on the 18th we anchored in St. Augu/tine’s 
bay, at the fouthern part of the ifland, latitude 23° 42’ fouth, in 16 fathom 
water. The igth, we received on board frefh beef for the ule of the 
feveral fhips companies, who with eagernefs and tranfport fed on this delicious 
tare. The next day, the admiral was fo kind as to iffue his warrant, by 
which J was appointed to take under my care the fick and wounded of the 
whole fquadron. 


The firft care after our arrival at Madaga/car, was to get our fick afhore.. 
Thofe in the Kent alone amounted to 150: The complaints of fome, were 
the fame putrid fevers which had before given us fo much trouble while 
in the neighbourhood of the equino¢tial, but the greater part were now at- 
fli€ted with the fcurvy, and to fo great a degree, that they had not ftreneth 
enough to crawl upon the deck, and fcarcely to breathe, we were obliged 
therefore to carry them out of the fhip in their hammocks: but fo falutary 
was the land, and the refrefhments it produced, that in Iefs than three 
weeks after they were put afhore, almoft all of them happily recovered their 
former health and vigour. | 

This ifland, which lies between 12 and 26° fouth latitude, is of great ex- 
tent, and very fruitful, abounding in moft of the neceffaricgor lite. Ie is 
governed by ee or five kings, who frequently are at war with each other, 


when they make inroads into the enemies country, and carry off both 


families.and.cattle: the firft are fometmes fold to the Huropeans, as flaves. 


The bullocks on this ifland are very large and fat, weighing ufually. from. 


6 to 700 pounds each, and are much valued by the feveral European na- 


* Two thirds of the ftock-fith which government fupplicd the thip with, we were obliged 


to:throw over board.. . 
rons 
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1754. tions who have fettlements in India. They fend fhips hither on purpofe for 
teen them, which they kill and falt upon the ifland. Thefe bullocks have all 
a remarkable protuberance, or portion of fat, feated between the two 
fhoulders, weighing about twenty pounds; which in general is very much 
efteemed, after having lain fome time in falt. For my own part however, I 
could not join in the extravagant praifes given to this piece in particular, nor 
indeed to any of the beef of this ifland ; for though the oxen are very large, 
fat and fair to look upon, yet the herbage they eat, gives their flefh a 
peculiar, and to me a very difagreeable tafte. The natives have a very 
dexterous method of bringing the ox to the flaughter. They throw a 
rope, with a running knot, over the horns of that particular beaft, which 
the purchafer hath chofen out of a great number, and with the fame rope 
drag the victim to a tree; around the trunk of which, they take a turn 
with the rope, and draw the ox clofe up to it, where it 1s eafily flaughtered 
by the butcher. The iflanders themfelves never ftrip off the hide, but feed 
on that with as much pleafure as on any other part of the beaft. The fheep 
of Madagafcar differ very little from the goats, being alike hairy, only their 
heads are fomewhat larger. They have necks lke a calf, and a tail that 


weighs at leaft ten pounds. 


We had no fooner come to an anchor at this ifland, but old Rebin Hood, 
and another of the king of Bada’s people, whom they call purfers; Pdilibey, 
the General, and Captains ‘fohn Anderfon and Frederick Martin, came ow 
board the Kent: thefe were fome of the chiefs of the king’s court, who 
prided themfelves in being called by Exgl/b names. And the king’s own 
family likewife, in imitation of the court of Eugland, is not without a 
Prince of Wales, a Duke of Cumberland, a Prince duguftus, and Princefies, 


diftinguifhed by Engli/fh names. 


All the great men abovementioned, came on board naked, except a 
covering over their hips, and another over their fhoulders, made of a cer- 
tain gras growing on the ifland, which they had ornamented with {mall glafs 
beads, by way of border or fringe. Their hair was not altogether fo wool- 
ly as is the Africans on the coaft of Guinea, but rather refembling the long 
black hair of the Lydian: The Madaga/carian wives take great pains with 
their hufbands hair: They fometimes put it in large and regular curls, 
and at other t#mes braid it in greatorder, making it to fhine with a par- 
ticular oil which the ifland produces. ‘The men are rather tall than other- 
wife, and flightly made, yet {trong , they always carry in their hands a wooden 
lance, headed with iron. This lance 1s in general made very neat, which 
they throw thirty or forty yards with great exactnefs, ftriking the fmalleft 
object. Befides this implement of war, they are commonly matters of a 
mufket, which they get from Europeans in exchange for cattle; and this they 
are always fure to keep in the niceft order.—I am forry to fay, that the Eng- 
lifo are frequently guilty of great impofitions in this kind of traffic, by dif- 


pofing of cheap and ill-tempered gun-barrels, among the poor inhabitants,, 
5 who 
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who fometimes lofe their. lives by the burfting of thefe pieces. Such 
iniquitous practices as thefe, mutt in the end prove injurious to the nation, 
and has indeed already made the name of more than one of thele traders 


truly infamous among the deluded, but hitherto friendly, Madagafcarians, or 


Malgaches *. 


They are a civil, good-natured people, but eafily provoked, and apt to 
fhew their refentment on the leaft provocation, elpecially where they think 
themfelves injured, or flighted, An inftance of this happened during our 
ftay amongthem. A wife of Fobn Anderfon came to our tents, and purchafed 
a clafp-knife of a common failor; in her return home fhe had the misfortune 
to drop it; as foon as fhe difcovered her lofs, fhe ran back in the greatett 
anxiety towards our alae, in her way, fhe obferved a feaman to ftoop, and 
take up fomething from the ground, which on her getting up with him, 
fhe difcovered to be her knife, and demanded it as her property. The failor 
refufing to part with it, fhe hurried home, and acquainted her hufband with 
what had happened. Immediately, and in the greateft rage, he commanded 
his fervants and flaves to arm themfelves, and at the head of them he 
marched into our camp. Lieutenant Carnac of Adlercron’s regiment, and 
our other officers on fhore, were at dinner in their tent, and upon hearing 


a great uproar, they ran out and-difcovered Fobn Anderfon with fifteen other 


natives, armed with loaded mufkets, and in violent altercation with our 
people. It is impoffible to defcribe the fury which was vifible in Anderfon’s 
countenance. The officers being upon the beft footing with him, went to 
him, and defired to know the caufe of this unbecoming behaviour. He gave 
them a fhort anfwer, and in a very peremptory tone demanded the knife. 
They, in return, calmly reafoned with him, and afked him how he could 
think of behaving in fo outrageous a manner to his friends. He anfwered, 
“© they were no friends of bis, unlefs they did him juftice.” They ftill went on 
foothing him, but at the fame time gave him to underftand, that his acting 
in this frantic manner was not only ridiculous, but dangerous to a great 
degree; for had they been as violent as himfelf, it was next to an impoffi- 
bility that either he or any one of his followers could have returned back 
alive. He replied, “* that be would fooner die, than tamely put up an injury.” 
At laft, with great difficulty, they appeafed him, prevailed upon him to 
fend back his people, and to enter their tent. Here they gave him a dram, 
and fummoned before them the failor. The fellow frankly acknowledged 
that he had found a knife, and that it was very poffible ic might belong to 


Anderfon’s wite, but that as yet he had only her word for it. The woman, 


in an{wer to this, produced the perfon from whom fhe bought it, who prov- 
ing it to be her property, the knife was prefently reftored, and the affair 
amicably fettled to the entire fatisfaction of all parties. 


Another characteriftic of the Madagafcarians, is, the very high notions 


they entertain of the dignity of their kimg, which they carry to jo great an. 


* A general term applied to the inhabitants of that ifland.. 
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1754. height, that they are never more fenfibly hurt, than when they think you 
t——y=eed are treating him with any kind of incivility. We met with a moft ftriking 
inftance of this, foon after our arrival at the ifland, when the ding’s purfers 
made Admiral Wat/on their firft vifit. At the time thefe people entered the 
fhip, it happened that the admiral was deeply engaged in bufinefs ; he there- 
fore defired Captain Speke, (who had been at Madagafcar before, and con- 
fequently was acquainted with moft of them) to officiate as his deputy, and 
entertain them in the ward-room, till he could wait upon them in perfon. 
This tafk, Captain Speke executed with the greateft hofpitality and politenefs, 
but notwithftanding all his endeavours to pleafe, in lefs than twenty minutes 
they became quite impatient, and very ferious ; talked much of going afhore 
again, and of their king’s dignity being greatly hurt by this delay, ** who 
(they faid) was a great man, and would be much difpleafed, when be fbould be 
told they bad waited fo long before they bad been admitied to an audience of the 
commodore ;” for fo they called the admiral not only at his firft arrival, but 
ever afterwards, it being a title they had been much accuftomed to; nor 
had they before been ever vifited by an officer of Mr. Watfon’s rank. 
Captain Speke, touched with their complaints, hurried away to the admiral, 
who immediately admitted them into his cabin, and made them happy. 
Before they took their leave however, they in very plain terms gave Mr. 
Watfon to underftand, that unlefs he made the King of Bada the firft vifit, no 
provifion ef confequence would be fuffered to be put on board his fhips. 


The reader will excufe my giving him another inftance of this kind, 
which ftill more ftrikingly difplays the extreme fenfibility of thefe iflanders, 
in refpect to their king's dignity. Robin Hood (who feemed to att as prime 
minifler, and negotiated moft of the king’s concerns with our agent-victu- 
aller) was one day tranfacting bufinefs with another gentleman of the fqua- 
dron, and they happened to differ fo much about the value of a certain 
commodity, that high words arofe, and at length Rodin Hood in the greatett 
agitation ftarted from the ground where he was fitting, and fwore that he 
would immediately acquaint the king of Bava with what had paffed. Our 
Englifo gentleman, too much heated with this threat, and the violent alter- 
cation which had preceded it, unguardedly replied, “* D—n the king of 
Baba.”———The eyes of Robin Hood flafhed like lightning, and in the moft 
violent wrath he retorted, * D—n King George.” At the fame inftant he left 
the {pot, hurrying away towards the Madaga/fcarian cottages. Our country- 
niga was foon {truck with the impropriety of his behaviour, followed 
and overtook the difputant, and having made all proper conceffions, the 
affair was happily terminated. 


Moft of the natives near this bay, fpeak as much broken Exgii/p as en- 
ables them to exchange their cattle, poultry, milk, fruit, rice, falt, pur- 
flain, potatoes, yams, fifh, lances and fhells, for our mufkets, powder, bui- 
lets, flints, clouties (which include -handkerchiefs and linnen of all forts) 
beads, iron-pots, &c. Silver is in great efteem with them; they call it Ma- 
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nila, and make it into bracelets for their wives: they pay but little regard 1754. 
to gold; if you offer itto them at the fame time with filver, they never hefi- —~—” 
tate to prefer the latter. 


On the right hand as you enter the bay, lives one Prince //tliiam;, he is 
related, and tributary, to the king, yet in moft cafes acts as an indepen- 
dant prince; and is always fure to ufe his utmoft endeavours with the officers 
of the fhips that couch there, to pitch their tents on his fide of the country, 
and to buy their provifions of him, inftead of the king or his fubjects. da 
this prince’s territories, not far diftant from the fea, are the remains of 
atort, buile by Avery the pirate. 


His majefty of Bada refides ina town built with mud, which ftands up the 
country, about twelve miles from St. Auguftine’s Bay. About four days 
after our arrival, he came down with his family into our neighbourhood, and 
fent his heir apparent on board, accompanied by the duke ot Bada, and other 
great perfonages of his court, to congratulate the admiral on his arrival ac 
Madagafcar, and to know on what day he intended paying him a vifit. ‘The 
admiral made each of thefe ambaffadors a prefent of a pair of pittols, a gun, 
a {word, and fome bottles of brandy; appointed a day for paying his re- 
{pects to the king, and fent them all afhore in the higheft {pirits, and per- 
fectly happy. On the day which had been fixed for his public audience, 
the admiral, attended by all the captains, and other officers of his {quadron, 
walked about half a mile from our own tents down to thofe of his majefty, 
and was ufhered into the largeit of them by the beat of two drums, which 
by the particular defire of Kobin Hood had been fent from on board the Kent , 
this prime minifter declaring, that as the admiral was a great man, and the 
king of Baba a great man allo, the admiral fhould bring his mufic to do 
honour to the king; and the king’s mufic in return (which confifted only of 
two pair of great conch-fhells) fhould found in honour of the admiral. As 
nobody objected to this reafonable propofal, the admiral was received in the 
manner prefcribed by Rodin Hood. a 


The king was about fixty years of age, very corpulent, and had at that 
time a violent fit of the gout. He was fitting on a grafs-mat f{pread on the 
ground, with a wrapper round his middle, and on his head he wore a 
Dutch grenadier’s cap, a foot and a half high, faced with the arms of the 
Dutch Eaft India company cut in brafs. He took the admiral by the hand, 
and enquired how King George did: when he was told that he was now in 
health, but had lately been in great affliction on account of the death of his 
eldeft fon; he feelingly replied, “ 4, I bave likewife loft my Prince of 
Wales.’ He then enquired of the admiral, what prefents he had for him. 
Thefe, confifting of fre-arms, {words and fpiricuous liquors, were immedi- 
ately given; but none feemed to pleafe him fo much as the brandy; he only 
found fault that there was notenough of it. His three queens, and many other 

ladies 
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1754. ladies of the court,“attended this meeting. They too had their prefents. 
w—yaed And the admiral, to treat them, as he thought, the more genteely, ordered 
three or four dozen of bottles of white wine to be brought; but upon their 
tafting it, they fpoke of it as infipid, and, like the king, preferred brandy as 
the better liquor. Mr. /at/on apologized for his not having a greater ftock of 
it; but affured them, and his majefty of Bada alio, that the next time he 
made this voyage, he would not fail to bring them a much larger quantity. 
Before the audience broke up, the king afked the admiral, whether he had 
any doétor with him? who replied, yes. He then afked, ‘ls be a great doétor ? 
A king’s doftor?” to which the admiral replied in the affirmative. ‘* Let him, 
(rejoined the king) give me fome mahbomets (that is, fome medicines) for my 
fick knee.” “The admiral then fpoke to me, who ftood near him; when ad- 
dreffing myfelf to the king, I gave him my word, that he fhould not be many 
days without them. / The admiral having mentioned to the king of Bada, the 
provifions he wanted for his fquadron, the latter gave orders to his purfers, 
that we fhould immediately be fupplied with them: Then the admiral, after 

thanking the king for his civility and affiftance, took his leave. 


Before I clofe this fcene, I cannot omit defcribing the grotefque drefs and 
ficure of one of the favourites at this court, who in his younger days had 
been in England, where he acquired a tafte for the Huropean fafhions. They 
called him Captain Jom Hill; he was a little old’ man, had neither fhoes, 
ftockings, breeches, nor fhirt on, but wore a wrapper round his thighs, and 
an old filk-waiftcoat next his fkin, ornamented with a bugle-fringe: An old 
tattered blue coat, an old grey tye-wig, a filver-laced hat, and a {word with- 
out a fcabbard, made up the remainder of his drefs, and all together pre- 
fented a moft ridiculous figure. . 


The generality of my readers, will probably look down with wonder and 
pity, if not with contempt, on the rude fimplicity and unpolifhed man- 
ners of the people now defcribed: But let them turn back to the annals of 
our Engli/h hiftory not two thoufand years ago, they will have the mortifi- 
cation to find the ancient Britons equally unacquainted with the polite arts, 
and quite as barbarous and uncivilized as the prefent Madagafcarians*. And 
if our rude forefathers, by a perfevering virtue, a noble difintereftednefs, and 
a paffionate love for their country, could erect a kingdom, fo capable of ex- 
citing admiration as we have now the happinefs to boaft of; why fhould. 
not the defcendants of the brave Madagafcarians, at {ome future period, emu- 
late the glory of our anceftors, and lay the foundations of an empire great 
and extenfive as our own, and as much celebrated for the glory of its arms,. 


* Interiores plerique frumenta non ferunt, fed lace & carne vivunt, pellibufque funt vef- 
titi, Omnes verd fe Britanni vitro inficiunt, quod ceruleum efficit colorem; atque hoc 
horribiliore funt in pugna adfpeétu: capillogue funt promiffo, atque omni parte corporis 
yafa, preter caput & tabran fuperius. Uiores habent deni duodenique inter fe communes, 
& maxime Fratrescum Fratribus, Parentefque cum Liberis. Sed & qui funt ex his nati corum 
habentus liberi, a quibus primum virgines queque duétz funt. 

| Cefar. de Bello Gallico, Lib. v.. 
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height of genius, and delicacy of tafte ?-The prefumption is neither ground- 1754. 
lefs nor extravagant; for the ifland of Madaga/fcar is very fertile, and near —~— 
a thoufand miles in length, and at its wideft part, three hundred miles broad, 

ficuated in a healthy climate, full of the fineft timber, and furnifhes many 

other valuable materials fit for fhipping; by which her natives might be en- 

abled to equip formidable fleets, extend their commerce over all the known 

part of the habitable world, and perhaps carry the terror of their arms into 
countries hitherto undifcovered. Thefe iflanders, likewife, are not at all de. 

ficient in that active and enterprifing fpirit fo neceflary for perfecting fuch 
glorious undertakings. 


Whilft we continued on this ifland, we found ourfelves frequently robb- 
ed of our linnen, as it was hanging out to dry; yet it was always ftolen 
in fo artful and dexterous a manner that we never had it in our power to de- 
tect one fingle culprit during the whole time of our being there. One poor 
wretch indeed, who was concerned in this kind of theft, making his elcape 
with his booty over the river, unfortunately ftuck in the mud, and was 
drowned. The following inftance will fhew the great prefence of mind, and 
exceeding dexterity of thefe iflanders, in thievifh exploits. One evening, as 
thirty or forty of our men were fitting round a fire, boiling their vic- 
tuals in their iron-pots, without the leaft fufpicion of a rhief’s being 
near them; a Madagafcarian with wonderful agility jumped over their 
heads into the circle, took one of the pots by the handle as it ftood over 
the fire, and ran off with it towards the river: Our people, for a time 
continued looking on each other with amazement ,; but before any of them 
had fo far recovered themfelves as to think of purfuing the thief, the fellow 
had made fuch good ufe of his legs, as to be quite out of their reach. 


Among the great variety of women, that daily reforted to our tents, I 
obferved one, who, as to her make and fymmetry of features, was a perfect 
beauty. The Dutchefs of Baba was allo handfome; but the king’s two 
daughters were far otherwife. . The eldeft of thefe two ladies was extreme- 
Jy coarfe in her perfon, and no lefs mafculine in her behaviour. ‘The 
youngeft was not quite fo plain or mafculine as her filter, tho’ fhe had not 
much delicacy to boaft of: they were both unmarried. One of them had 
compleated her fortieth year; the other was not quite fo old. They were 
of the company at court, when the admiral vifited their fathers and foon 
afterwards, the eldeft of thefe princefles condefcended fo far as to call upon 
the agent-victualler at his tent: She carried a heavy mufket on her fhoulder, 
of which fhe appeared to be extremely fond, talked with great pleafure of the 
execution fhe had done with it in times paft; but as the lock of it was 
now fpoiled, fhe defired the favour of him to get it put in proper repair for 
her; and added at the fame time, that fhe fhould be much obliged to him 
for his kindnefs. In fhort, our agent-vittualler caufed her mufket to be 
repaired, and feemed to ftand very high in her good graces, But not — 

2 ays 
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1754. days pafied, before he unfortunately fell into difprace, and too fenfibly ex- 
~~" perienced the effects of her refentment. It happened thus. | 








The admiral had thought it neceffary to give the chief men of the ifland 
an entertainment on board his own fhip; and at the time appointed for their 
coming, he fent his barge to convey them to the Kent, giving orders, that 
none but men fhould be admitted. The king’s eldeft daughter, notwithftand- 
ing this injunction, was determined to make one of the company, and for 
that purpofe repaired with the men to the water’s edge. The agent-victualler 
had before told her, and now again reprefented to her the very great impro-- 
priety of a lady of her quality going on board the fhip; and did not neg- 
le&t to add, that as the admiral’s commands were abfolute, he could not 
poffibly allow her to go: All his remonftrances availed nothing; for no 
fooner had the barge reached the fhore, and the ftool was put upon the beach, 
but fhe got upon it, and was advancing: The agent-victualler then took 
hold of her arm, and again remonftrated, intreating her to defift from her 
purpofe ; nay he offered to make her a prefent, provided fhe would peace- 
ably retire. But all his pleading was to no effect; itfeemed, that fhe had be- 
fore determined what part to act: He then in pofitive terms declared, that 
fhe fhould not go, and with fome difficulty pulled her from the ftool to the 
fhore. On this, fhe not only greatly abufed him with her tongue, but 
alfo gave him fo violent a blow on one of his eyes with her fift, that he de- 
clared it to have been the fevereft he ever felt in his life. At laft, however, 
he got the better in his troublefome difpute with this royal virago; who re- 
turned home in fuch il! humour, that fhe was never afterwards thoroughly 
reconciled to the agent-victualler, tho’ he took fome pains to be re-inftated in 
her favour. 


The younger of thefe princeffes (as before obferved) had alfo accompanied 
the king at the grand audience; and at thar time was pleafed to take fo 
great a fancy to the perfon of one of the admiral’s attendants, that fhe 
fionified her good liking the fame evening, in a prefent fhe fent him of two 
couple of fowls, and fome yams. The gentleman, to fhew himfelf not infen- 
fible of fo great a lady’s favour, prefented her with an handkerchief in return, 
which he fent by Rodin Hood, who had been employed by her for the like 
purpofe. The next day, the fame meffenger took the gentleman afide, and: 
told him, that the youngeft princefs was in love with him; that fhe defired 
he would come to her cabin at a certain hour of the night ; and that he himfelf 
would accompany him, to fhew him where the cabin ftood. — The gentle- 
man anfwered, that he could not poffibly go, for at that time, and indeed. 
for the whole night, he fhould be particularly engaged. The following day, 
and for three or four days afterwards, the fame ambaffador was very impor- 
tunate that due attention fhould be paid to the condefcenfion of the princefs;, 
and expatiated very largely on the great honour done to the gentleman in 
the preference which was given him by a king’s daughter. The favourite 
on this declared himfelf not infenfible hereof; but at length finding common. 

excules. 
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excufes availed nothing, and being entirely at a lofs to frame new ones, he 1764, 
plainly told Robin Hoed, that he need not give himfelf the trouble of coming -\—3 
any more; for to fpeak the truth, he was a married man, and therefore 
could not accept of the princefs’s favours, without being guilty of a breach 
of that folemn vow which he had made and ratified at the altar. He then 
repeated feveral religious maxims which he had before talked over with 
Kobin Hosd, and ftrengthened the force of thofe maxims by a prelent of a 
piece of filver, and two handkerchiefs; not doubting but that by this well- 
timed bribe, he fhould prevail upon him to become his advocate, and re- 
eoncile the princefs to her difappointment. — Robin Hood, tho’ he took the 
prefent, faid very coldly, “ that if it lay in his power, he would certainly 
pacify the lady’s refentment; but it would be a matter of great difficulty ;,” 
and often infifted on the very important confideration, of her being the 
daughter of a great king. Several days paffed after this, before any thing 
more was faid upon the fubjeét between the meffenger and the gentleman: 
at length the latter afked the other, if all was right with the princefs, and 
how fhe had taken his pofitive refufal? Hood replied, “I have been your 
friend, and told her your excules; but fhe faid, that fhe did not believe 
they were the true reafons.” He then mentioned what had been this de/s- 
cate princefs’s fuggeftions upon the occafion, which cannot be repeated ; 
and added, ‘* She was very angry, and called you bad names, but I have 
now, atter a great deal of trouble, made her tolerably ealy.” — Tius ended 
this ftrange negotiation !|— 


All the Madagafcarian. women, except thofe who are very poor indeed, 
wear a covering over their breafts and fhoulders, ornamented with glafs 
beads; and none go without a cloth over their hips. They commonly 
walk with a flender, long ftick, or rod. The men.are allowed to have as 
many wives as they pleafe, or can fupport. Theking has three; the Duke 
of Baba but one; Fobn Anderfon two. Their children, they often name 
after any Englifb officers, who happen to be there at the time of their wives 
pregnancy, or delivery. One of John Anderfon’s wives was with child, while 
we were there; and he affured Sir William Hewet, that if fhe brought hima 
boy, he would give the child his name and title. 


The men. often prefent (or, as they term it, /alamanca) you with an ox, 
ealf, goat, &e. and in return expect to receive its full value in filver, or. 
fome other commodity... They without {cruple tell you, in their broken jar- 
gon, “ If you my friend, I your friend. You no my friend, Ino your friend. 
I falamanca you, you falamanca me.” ‘Their wives, without reftraint, vifit you 
in your tents, with or without their hufbands, and make you prefents on the 
fame footing as do their hufbands.. If a wife is furprized by her hufband in 
the act of adultery, we were told, he never fails to put her and her gallant to 
death, but if they are difcovered by any other perfon, the crime is fome- 
times compounded by a prefent of cattle, or flaves. Thefe are the chief, 
x6 not only riches of the Madagajcarians, for they have no money;, and 

except 
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1754. except thofe who inhabit the Mad Town, they all live either in mat-cabins, 
’ or huts made with boughs. The grandees have a fence round their cottages, 
with a court-yard, and diftinét apartments for their different wives and child- 

ren, as well as for their flaves. 


During our ftay at this ifland, I obferved with great concern feveral 
miferable objects in the laft ftages of the venereal difeafe. They had not 
been able to find any cure; and as far as I could learn, their do¢tors are to- 
tally ignorant of medicine. ‘The only method they ufe for curing all com- 
plaints, as well outward hurts, as inward difeafes, is the wearing on ‘their 
arm or neck a particular charm or amulet; or befmearing the part afflicted, 
with earth moiftened with the juice of fome tree or plant, and made up into 


a loft pafte. 


- The country, befides large timber-trees of different kinds, abounds alfo 
with a variety of fhrubs, and fucculent plants. The fugar-canes are as 
thick as a ftout man’s wrift, and fo full of juice, that a foot of them in length 
will weigh two pounds, being much larger and finer than any in the Wef 
Indies. When the Madagafcarians travel, they take a fugar cane on their 
backs to fubfift upon, which will ferve them two or three days. The 
tamarind tree grows in great plenty; the leaves of which are like our com- 
mon fern: The tree is about the fize of an Englifh pear-tree, and not 
much unlike it. The fruit is contained in pods about the fize of thofe 
of the bean, which, when fit to gather, are brown, hard and brittle. — 


A good beginning for a collection of curious fhells might be made on the 
fhore of this ifland; they are now much more fcarce all over India, than 
they were formerly. The Tadularia, a baftard kind of coral, is found 


here. 


The rivers, befides their abounding with great quantities of excellent fith, 
are full of alligators of an enormous fize. The duke of Bada frequently ac- 
companied our parties in fhooting at them; and when our gentlemen in one of 
theie excurfions came to a creek, which they were obliged to ford, his Grace, to 
Jave them the trouble of undrefling, with great good-nature took them one 
by one upon his back, and carried them over: He was a brifk, little man, 
about 28 years old, nephew to the king, and was particularly fond of a drum 
which had been given him by Commodore (late Admiral) Griffin, on which 
he could beat a march and the reveillée with great dexterity. | 


The ifland produces a great plenty of Guinea-hens; and all the rocks 
round about, both in Prince Wi/’s and in the king’s country, are ftocked 
with an abundance of mococks; which is an innocent, pretty animal, of the 
{quirrel kind, about the fize of a cat, with a fharp head, like a young fox, 
a long bufhy tail, black and white hair of exceeding delicacy and foftnefs : 
It has feet like the monkey, and ufually fits like that creature on its breech 

and 
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and two hind legs, bafking, with its belly expofed to the fun. Its tricks are 1754, 
of the monkey kind. Guanas, chameleons, ferpents, tarantulas, and a kind —<“~— 
of bats, called flying foxes, are found here: their wings from the tip of 


one, to the extremity of the other, are five or fix feet, and they are a foot 
and half in breadth. 


But the moft extraordinary thing on the whole ifland, is the innumerable 
quantity of Jocufts it abounds with. Thefe rife from the low lands in thick 
clouds, which are fometimes extended to an incredible length and dif- 
tance. The natives eat thefe infects, and even prefer them to their fineft 
fih. Their method of dreffing them, is, to ftrip off their legs and wings, 
and fry them in oil *.” , ° 


Tt has been generally fuppofed, that a mixture of the Mahometan and 
Pagan religion ts profeffed in this ifland; but tho’ this may be true, yet 
during our ftay here, we faw no figns of the firft: the word mabomets indeed 
is frequently ufed by the natives, under which general term, they include alk 
kinds of medicine, every fort of charm or amulet, and alfo a facrifice and 
prayer: hence it feems as if fome account of the religion of Mahomet had 
reached the ifland in paft ages, from the neighbouring continent; and alfa 
that it had been favourably reccived by the natives, though the prefent gene- 
ration appeared to be entirely unacquainted with its principles and rites. 
I took fome pains to acquaint myfelf with their religious tenets; and they 
appear to worfhip one univerfal Father, whom, when they ipeak in Fughh, 
they call Ged, and in whom, they conceive to refide all kind of perfection. 
The fun they look upon as a glorious body, and I beheve, as a {piritual 
Being, but created and dependent. ‘They frequently look up to it with 
wonder, if not with praife and adoration. They make their fupplications to 
the One Almighty, and offer facrifices to him in their diftrefles. 


I had the curiofity to attend a facrifice at the hut of Yobn Ander/on, whofe 
father had for along time been affli¢ted with ficknefs. At about fun-fet, 
an ox was brought into the yard, and the fon, who officiated as priett, 
flew it; an altar was reared nigh, and the poft of it was fprinkled with 
the blood of the victim. The head, after it’s being fevered from the body, 


* This cuftom of eating locufts among the Madagafarians, will determine that queftion 
about which learned men have fo long difputed, what food John the Baprift did eat when he 
tived in the defert? Whether the "Axpid'es of this holy mau were locuits, according to the 
literal fenfe of the word in all Grecian authors, or whether thefe "Axpid<s were the fruit of fome 
tree, or a fpecies of birds? The firft, has been the opinion of all interpreters of the {criptures, 
who attended merely to the contents ; others, who were for fhewing their critical and refined 
genius, have afferted, that Foon Baprifi never did eat locufls, for they are an unnatural food, 
never were wfed by any, and not adapted for fuflenance, But if locufts are at this day eaten by 
the natives of Madaga/car, as they cally are, and alfo by many befides, why may not the Baprift 
have lived on the fame infe&t, according to the gofpel hiftory ? and which needs no alteration. 
"Axpides will always remain what they have been, and the greateft fkil] and labour will never 
change them to birds or fruit. See Hafelguif’s Travels. 

was 
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1754, was placed, with the horns on, at the foot of the altar: the cawl was 
t—~—— burned inthe fire, and moft of the pluck and entrails boiled in a pot. The 
fick man, who was brought to the door, and placed on the ground fo as 
to face the facrifice, prayed often, and feemingly with great fervency : his 
eyes were fixed attentively towards the heavens, and his hands held up in 
a fupplicating pofture. ‘The ceremony ended with the fon’s cutting up the 
Ox into {mall pieces, the greateft part of which he diftributed among the poor 
flaves belonging to his father and himfelf, referving however fome of the beft 
pieces for his own ufe. Upon the whole, I faw fo many circumftances in this 
Madagafcarian facrifice, fo exactly refembling thofe which are mentioned in 
the Old Teftament as offered up by the Jews, that I could not turn my 
thoughts back tothe original, without being fenfibly ftruck at the exactnefs 

of the copy. 


It happened fortunately for me, who conftantly refided at the fick tents 
afhore, that at the requeit of feveral officers of our fquadron, who promited 
to accompany me, and intended themfelves much innocent pleafantry in fing- 
ing the grand chorus anthem of God fave the king, long live the king, on the 
occafion, I had delayed giving his majefty of Baba the medicines I had pro- 
mifed him; for the very night following that, in which I was to have de- 
livered them, he died fuddenly. Now, tho’ his death, by all the accounts 
we could pick up, was certainly occafioned by a violent fit of the gout in his 
head, and which probably was brought on by the too free ufe, and inebriat- 
ing, inflammatory quality of the brandy, which he had been prefented with, 
yet there is noroom to doubt, but that his loyal and refentful fubjects would 
have imputed his demife to another caufe, and revenged themfelves on me 
as the poifoner of their king, had he chanced to have taken the fmalleft 
quantity of my medicines, 


The chiefs feemed decply concerned at this fudden and unexpected event, 
and were very defirous that the king’s death fhould be kept a profound 
fecret: But finding this impoffible, about 11 o’clock of the fame evening in 
which he died, they repaired to the Mud Town, carrying with them the corpfe 
of their late monarch, and were accompanied by the feveral branches of the 
royal family. But before their departure, they took care to fet fire to every 
one of their tents. All the inhabitants in the neighbourhood foon followed 
the example of the court in repairing to the Mud Town, and left not the leaft 
thing behind them, fave the dogs of the village, which made fuch a hideous 
howling all the night, that ic was impoffible for any of us to get a wink of 
fleep: but we had another reafon to prevent our taking any repofe, and that was, 
our having obferved the moft evident marks of great diforder amongit the 
natives, which we thought obliged us, for our own fafety, to keep a watchful 
guard the whole night. Frederick Martin, before he went off, came to 
take his leave of us, and begged with great earneftnefs for a frefh fupply of 
gun-powder: he whifpered that the king was dead, and that in all proba- 
bility they fhould go to war about making another. We had been before 

1 told, 
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told that the Duke of Baba would certainly fucceed to the throne; but we 
afterwards learned, that Philibey the general, having efpoufed the caufe of Ra- 
phani the late king’s fon, and taken him under his tutelage and protection ; 


this youth, who was only fixteen years of age, fucceeded his father as King 
of Baba. : 


Tt was a lucky circumftance for us, that our agent-victualler had, before 
this event of the king’s death, amply furnifhed all the fhips of the {quadron 
with frefh provifions ; for as after that event all kind of bufinels was at a 
ftand, we confequently fhould elfe have been under a neceffity of going to 
Johanna o: fomé other port to have taken inthe remainder of our fupplies. 


It may be of ufe to future navigators to be informed, that no good 
water i; to be had at St, Auguftine, unlefs they fend their boat four or five 
miles up the river; and inftead of filling their cafks at low water (as is the 
cafe in moft other rivers) they muft begin to fill here at about a quarter’s 
flood. The reafon affigned for it, is, that the river has a communication 
with the fea at other places, as well as with this channel of St. Auguftine’s Bay; 
and by experience it has been found, that the fea water brought into the 
river by the flood tide, is not difcharged till a quarter’s flood of the next tide 
in St. Auguftine’s Bay; and for three miles at leaft up the river, the water is 
always very brackifh, if not quite falt. 


I cannot finifh my obfervations on this ifland, without hinting, that fuch 
quantities of limes and oranges grow here, the largeft cafks may be eafily 
filled with their juices, and that at a very {mall expence, as they may be 
purchafed with iron-pots, mufkets, powder, ball, flints, &c. &c. It is fuf- 
ficiently evident, that a fmall quantity of thefe juices mixed daily with the 
feamen’s common drink, would in great meafure prevent their falling into 
the {curvy ;, adifeafe fo frequently attending all long voyages, and which by 
fad experience has been known to have deprived the nation of many more 
valuable men, than hath all the power of the enemy. It is, therefore, an 
object highly worthy the attention of government, that every fhip of war, 
which fhall happen to touch at this ifland, be provided with the juices of the 
lime and orange at the public expence; with the adaition of fuch a quantity 
of rum, or other fpirits, as fhall be neceffary to preferve the juice from cor- 
rupuon. During our ftay here, I procured and preferved about half a hogf- 
head full, which proved, as will be feen hereafter, of effential fervice to the 


Ken#’s crew againft the fcurvy, both before and after the {quadron got into 
_ the Ganges. 


As the accounts hitherto given of this part of Madaga/car, its produttions, 
&c. by all former writers, have been very fuperficial and imperfect, I 


prefume the fupplying this deficiency, will at leaft merit the indylgence of the 
reader. 
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Admiral Watfon leaves Madagafcar, and arrives at Fort St. David.— 


An account of that fettlement, of the Chameleon, animated Stalk, Sc. 
—Defcription of the imbabitants, their perfans, habits and coms.— 
Lift of the different Cats into which the Indians divide themfelves, 
with a fhort account of their particular cuftoms, &c. | 


N the feventh of Auguf, having compleated our ftock of water, and 
| taken in as many live cattle as we could ftow, with a large quantity 
of limes and four oranges, we left the ifland of Madagafcar, fteering the 
proper courfe for our Eaft India fettlements. September the 5th, we faw 
Fryars Hood in the ifland of Cey/on; and onthe roth of the fame month we 
anchored in Fort St. David’s road. The 13th, Admiral Wat/on on the part 
of his majefty, entered into a written contract with me, for the eftablifhing 
an hofpital in the feveral fettlements of India, into which I was to receive the 
fick and hurt of the fquadron, and provide them with medicinal and furgical 
aMfiftance, and alfo with provifions, nurfes, &c. &c. 


On the appearance of our fquadron, with the king’s regiment, Monf, 
Godekeu, who had juft landed at Pondicherry from France, and fuperfeded 
Monf. Dupleix in his authority, moderated the high terms he had before in- 
fitted on with our countrymen, and quickly agreed wah Mr. Saunders, (the 
company’s governor at Fort St.George) that a iufpenfion of arms between the 
companies, and their relpective allies, fhould take place, commencing on the 
1ith of Ofober, and to continue untilthe rith of Fanuary following : {o that, 
to our preat furprize, inflead of being employed on the objects of war, we 
had nothing to do but look about us; and partake of that variety of amule- 
ments, which ftrangers muft ever nd in a country fo diltant, and fo diifer- 
ent from their own. 


Fort St. David is a fmall, but {trong and regular fortification, built on a 
rifing ground, about a mile from the Black-Town, which is called Cud- 
dalore. This Jaft has a wall running round it, with the addition of a few 
baftions, but is too large even for all the Englith troops on the coaft properly 
to defend. In it, refide the greateft part of the native Indian inhabitants of 
Fort St. David’s boundaries. Both the town, and the fort, are fituated near 
the fea fide ; Cuddalore lying almoft due fouth from the fort. The extent of 
this fettlement’s boundaries, are, towards the land, about four miles, and 
three along che fea fide: the former are pointed out by a thick hedge of the 
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aloe plant, and cocoa-nut tree, having baftions of fix or eight guns, atabout r< 
three-fourths of a mile from each other. In one of thefe little forts, deputy asta 
Governor Starke had fitted up a pleafant apartment, and to which he fre- 

quently retired from Fort St. David. 


The country within the boundaries is very pleafant, and the air fine, hav- 
ing feldom any fogs. In the diftri€t are many neat houfes with gardens; the 
latter were laid out with much good tafte by the gentlemen, who either had 
been, or were in the company’s fervice. Thefe gardens produce fruits of 
different forts, fuch as pine-apples, oranges, limes, pomegranates, plan- 
taines, bananoes, mangoes, guavas, (red and white,) bedams (a fort of al- 
mond) pimple-nofes, called in the Wet Indies, chadocks, a very fine large 
fruit of the citron-kind, but of four or five times it’s fize, and many 
others. At the end of each gentleman’s garden, there is generally a fhady 
grove of cocoa-nut trees. Thefe gardens yield alfo many of the European 
kitchen plants, the feeds of which are either fent from England, or from the 
Cape of Good Hope; as celery, lettuce, onions, parfley, mint, artichokes, 
and {fpinage. They have alfo a common plant of the country, not uflike 
{pinage, which grows without any culture, and by our feamen is called Cu/- 
laloe. Radifhes are to be had in great plenty; they are large, and of 
a white colour; when boiled, their relifh is better than an indifferent turnip. 
Colliflowers and cabbages alfo grow here, but not in any plenty. Grapes 
are very {carce; indeed they never flourifh in any of thofe hot countries that 
Jie within 25, or even 30 degrees of the equinoctial. Probably we had never 
known that they grew in Egypt, but for the following lines in Virgil and 


Horace. 


“© Sunt Thafie vites, funt et Mareotides alba.” Georg. lib. ii. 


<< Mentemque lymphatam Mareotico 
“* Redegtt in veros timores 
“ Czar.” Lib. 1. ode 37. 


I met with two very curious animals here at Fort St. David. The firft 
was a Chameleon, which is faid to live upon air; probably this notion took its 
rife, from their remarkable fwelling and contracting their bodies in the office of 
refpiration. The Chameleon which I had in my poffeffion, was a very fine 
one, and along the back ran a rough ridge like fo many beads, fhining very 
bright. I frequently put it upon white paper, but could never obferve that 
ic altered to that colour. I fometimes kept my eyes ftedfaftly fixed upon 
it for half an hour, but never perceived the leaft alteration in colour, 
unlefs I waved my hand over its back, or offered to touch it. The creature 
always appeared moft beautiful when frightened. Whenever I peeped 
into the bafket where it was kept, it was of one colour, a faint, yel- 
lowifh green, with a mixture of meal, as if a little four had been thrown 
over it, after I had ftood half a minute, a few dufky fpots on the 
fides, and ftripes acrofs the back, would be fure to appear: when touched, 


it would hifs, which dilated the body to a prodigious fize; the mealinefs 
D2 then 
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1754. then went off, and the whole body appeared of a bright yellow; alfo the 

teeny ftripes on its back, and the fpots on the fides and belly, turned quite black: 

fo that if you looked upon it one way, onthe back, it had the appearance of 

a perch or a pilot-fifh: if you took a fide view, the fpots refembled thofe of 

a cowry-fhell*. The focket of the eye was remarkably large, in which it 

turned and rolled about the ball with great quicknefs, but the creature had 

the {malleft fight or pupil 1 ever beheld; on its head was a kind of crown, not 

unlike that of an old hen or ga/ena bird; the mouth was ugly and remarkably 

large. The Chameleon had a furprizing pouch (gala faccata) under its throat; 

I put feveral flies and grafhoppers into the bafket, but it refufed to eat, till 

I forced them into irs mouth, and then it chewed and {wallowed very’ regu- 

larly. It is an oviparous creature, feldom leaving off till it has laid forty or 

fifty eggs, and in this refpect as well as inthe Gmuilarity of its fhape, it 
refembles the Crocodile. 


The other remarkable animal which I met with at Cuddalore, was the ani- 
mated Stalk, of which there are different kinds. Some appear like dry 
{traws tied togetner; ethers like grafs. Some have bodies much thicker 
than others, with the addition of two {caly imperfect wings; their neck is no 
bigeer than a pin, but twice as long as their bodies. ‘Fheir heads are like 
an hare’s, and their eyes are vertical and very brifk. They live upon flies, 
which they catch very dexteroufly with the two fore feet, which they keep 
doubled up in three parts clefe to their head, and dart out very quick on the 
approach of their prey ; and when they have caught it, they eat very voraci- 
oufly, balding it inthe fame manner as a fquirrel does its food. On the 
outer joints of the fore feet are feveral hooks, very fharp for the eafier catch- 
ing and holding their prey, with the other feet, which are four in number, 
they take hold of trees or any other thing, the better to furprize whatever they 
Jie in wait for. They drink like a horfe, putting their mouths into the water. 
Their excrements, which are very white, are almoft as large as the body of the 
animal, and (as the natives fay) dangerous to the eyes. 


The fparrows on this coaft, and over all India, are exaétly the fame as thofe 
we have in England. Here are many birds like yellow-hammers, which build 
their nefts very artfully, hanging them on the extremity of the leaves of trees. 
Their nefts have a hole at the bottom, and another near the top; which de- 
monitrates the fagacity of thefe little animals, in thus fecuring to themfelves 
a fafe retreat from the attack of anenemy. The neft appears likea cabbage- 
net ftuffed with ftraw, and is faftened to the end of the leaf +. 

In 


* A fmall thell which paffes in Jzaéa for money ; from 4000 to 4800 go to a rupee. 


+ Onthe ifland of Madaza/car I {aw feveral exceeding fmall birds called the Taylor bird, and 
Jrook from the extreme point of fome leaves, three of their curious little nefts, one of which con- 
tained three eggs of the fize of the fmallef pea. We have the following account of this bird 
tn Deanant’s Indian Zoclogy.——'* The birds of the torrid zone, having a certain prefcience of 

the 
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In the neighbourhood of the agreeable retreats before mentioned, are many 1754. 
pleafant rows of the ever-green tulip tree, which are planted through geeat —r— 
part of the boundaries, in the fame manner as the elms in St. James's Park. | 
At fome little diftance froma one of thele walks, is a building, belonging to 
the company, and defigned for the governor, called ‘* the garden-houle.” 

It is roomy, handfome and well built; and has a very good and large garden 
lie to it, with long aad pleafant avenues af trees in the back and 
ront. | | 


At the time we were at Fort St. David, the governor, and .a few other 
gentlemen of the fettlement, kept a chaife and a pair of horfes; fome drovea 
two wheel chaile with a fingle horfe, and others were content to take the air on 
horfeback. Since that time however, the number of carriages is greatly in- 
creafed. Almoft all the Eurepeans refident in Indie keep their Palanguin, 
which is a covered machine with cufhions in it, arched in the middle, co 
give mare room, and air, and is carried on the fhoulders of four or fix men ; 
the expence attending ir, is not lefs than thirty pounds fterling a year. This 
piece of Eaffern luxury therefore has been forbidden by the company to their 
youngeft fervants. Some years before our arrival in the country, they 
found fuch fumptuary laws fo abfolutely neceffary, that they gave che ftrict- 
eft orders, that none of thefe young gentlemen fhanld be allowed even to hire 
a Rounde!-boy,; whole bufinefs, 1s, to walk by his mafter, and defend him 
with his Roundel or Umbrella from the heat of the fua. A young fellow of 
humour, upon this laft order coming over, altered the form of his Umbrella 
from around toa iquare, called ita Sguerede/ inftead of a Rewndel, and infitted 
that no order yet in force, forbad him the ufe of it. Thefe orders, no doubt, 
were given with a view of preferving aeconomy among the young people ; 
whofe circumftances were fuppofed not able to fupport fuch expences, and 
whofe extravagancies in this and many other particulars had occafioned their 
contracting fuch debts with the natives, as they were not able todifcharge. So 
far ic muft be allowed, that the company acted very lawdably; but at the fame 


the dangers that furround them, and of their own weaknefs, fufpend their nets at the extreme 
branches of the trees; they are confcious of inhabiting a chmate replete with enemies to them 
and their young; as, with fnakes that twine up the bodies of the. trees, and apesthat are perpetu- 
ally in fearch of prey; but, Heaven-infruéted, they elude the gliding of the one, and the 
activity of the other. | 

The brute creation are more at enmity here than in other climates, and the birds are obliged 
to exert unufual artifice in placing their little brood out of the reach of the invader, Each 
aims at the fame end, tho’ by different means; fome form their penfile neftin fhape of a purfe, 
deep, and open at top; others with a hole in the fide, and others, itill more. cautious, with ap 
entrance at the very bottom, forming their lodge near the fummit. 

But the little fpecies we defcribe (the Taylor bird) feems to have greater diffidence than any of 
the others: it will not truftits neft even to the extremity of a flender twig, but one morc ad- 
vance to fafety, by fixing it to the leaf itfelf. It picks up a dead leaf, and, furprizing to selate, 
fews it to the fide of a living one; its flender bill being the needle, and its thread fome fine 
Gbres; the lining, feathers, goflames, and down.” 


7 time, 


| [ 22 ] 

ay BA. _ tinte; asthe Fort, Cuddalore, and feveral other black towns, in which the 

——— company’s bulinefs is tranfatted, ftand at a great diftance from each other, 
and it is almoft'inipoffible for a gentleman juft arrived from England, to walk 
from one tothe other of thefe places in the hot months, without getting an 
inflammatory ‘fever; were it only from motives of humanity, it 1s to be 
wifhed, that this moft refpeétable body of merchants would, at their own 
éxpence, allow all their fervants not only the ufe of Umbrellas, but alfo 
of Palanguins, fince it muft always be judged a duty:incumbent on the 
conftituents to take as much care as poffible of the lives of their dependants 
in ahy of our diftant fettlements, but more efpecially in this unhealthy part of 
the world.» . ) 


The prefidency of all our fettlements on the coaft of Coromandel, was {eated. 
at Madra/s, until the taking of that place by the French in the year 1746. 
From that time, it was eftablifhed at Fort St. David, and continued there 
till about the year 1752, when it was removed back to Madra/s; at the 
Jame time, however, orders were iffued by the Ea/t India Company, that a 
fubordinate council fhould be ftill held at Fort St. David, under a deputy 
governor, who in rank was to be the next fenior fervant to the governor of 
Fort St. George. The fecond of this council was ordered to be of the rank of 
a councillor at the prefidency ; the rernainder of the affembly was to be made 
up of gentlemen,, whofe ftanding in the fervice was that of fenior or junior 
merchants. At our arrival in India, Richard Starke Efq, was deputy gover- 
nor; Thomas. Cooke Efq; was fecond; Meff. Robert Sloper, Richard Fairfield, 
and Richard Norris, were of the council; and Mr. Ca// acted as engineer *, 


The coins we meet with at Fort St. David, are, 


Los ad. 
Pagodas, a gold coin, equalto — o 8 o 
Rupees, a filver coin, equalto — o 2 3 Sterl; 
Fanams, afilver coin, equalto — 0 0 3(° 7B 
Ca/b, a copper coin, equalto — 0 oO 1 


A 36 thilling piece changes for 18 Rupees. 
An Englifh crown piece - for 26 fanams. 
A Spanifhb dollar - - + for 25 Fanams. 


All the above coins differ fomewhat in their value, at different times. 


The natives on this coaft are black, but of different fhades. Both men 
and women have long fhining black hair, which has not the leaft tendency to 
wool, like that of the Guinea negroes. You cannot indeed affront them more, 


© In June 1758 Fort St. David was taken and demolifhed by the French; fince that time it 
has never been rebuilt. Mr. Cad firft went into Jndia as pupil to the late very ingenious 
Mr. Benjamin Robins, and did great honour to his preceptor, -as well as fervice to his country, 
in his fkilful defence as engineer of Fort St. George, when it was befieged by the French in the 
yeats 1758 and1759, under the command of Monf. Lally. | 


5 | than 
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than to call them by the name of negroe, as they conceive it implies an idea 1754+ 
of flavery. The habit of the common men is only a piece of rag round their “~~~ 
hips. The women in general wear a fath of different colours, about four yards 
long, and fomewhat more than a yard wide. They turnit round their waift 
lengthways, letting the breadth hang down, which forms a kind of petticoat; 
then they bring the remaining part over their left fhoulder acrofs the body, 
and finifh where they began: this forms a tolerably decent drefs, as the part 
that comes over the fhoulders, quite covers the breafts. The children never 
wear any Cloaths, till they are five or fix years of age. ‘heir method of 
carrying them, is not, like our’s, in the arms, but acrofs their hips. None 
of them know the ufe of a pair of ftays, and very few of them are any way de- 
formed. The men in general are tall and well-fhaped, and yet very timor- 
ous and pufillanimous. They are ill calculated for war, and except when 
they are led on by the Engii/b or other Europeans, feldom make any great 
figure in the field. Their beft troops are the Rajpout. foldiers, who are 
ereatly inured to watching, fafting, and hardfhips: upon a march, and at all 
other times, their bed is no more than the {wath that goes round their middle, 
fpread on the bare ground; and their cartridge box ferves them for.a_.pillow 
to lay their heads on; and yet with all their military difcipline, they never 
make any ftand, when oppofed to the regular forces brought from £arope. 


The Gentoo or Pagan religion principally prevails among the Jndsans, of 
whom they reckon uP a great number of what they call ca/ty, or tribes, 
which all preferve their particular. cuftoms,: and never interfere with 
each other. I fhall here fet down a lift of the feveral cafts, into which 
the people over India divide themfelves, with a brief account of their parti- 
cular cuftoms. | — | : 


The moft honourable of the cafts, is that of the Branmins. Thefe are gene- 
rally priefts, and by their office have great influence over the minds of the peo- 
ple. They lead very abftemtous lives; and as they admit the Metemp/ychojfis, 
and believe that the fouls of men tran{migrate into the bodies of beafts, they reli- 
gioufly abftain from the flefh of all animals. They abhor alfo the propitiatory 
facrifice of brutes, and yet fjome of them admit of another iacrifice infinitely 
more cruel and inexcufable, I mean offering up the wife to the manes of her 
dead hufband *. The admiral and fevera] other gentlemen of our fquadion, 
were prefent at one of thefe facrifices, and were all greatly affected at the 
fight. Mr. /Vatfon difcovering, as he imagined, fome figns of reluétance in 
the woman, while fhe was advancing towards the funeral pile; ordered his 
interpreter to go and afk her, whether fhe voluntarily devoted herfelf to 
the flames? Affuring her, that if fhe was compelled to do it, he would inter- 


_* Mulieres in India, cim eft cujufque carum Vir mortuus, in certamen judiciumque vent- 
unt, quam plurimum ille dilexerit: plures enim fingulis folent effe nupte. Qua eft victrix ea 
fata, profequentibus fuis, una cum Viro in rogum imponitur: ila vidta, mefta difcedit. 
| Cie. Tule. Queft. lib. 5. n. 78. 
[> pofe, 
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1754  pofe, and fave her. Hedefired, that fhe would unrefervedly fpeak the real 

~~" fentiments of herheare; thar if fhe chofe to live, fhe had only to fay fo; that 
he would take care to fecure her from the refentment of the Brahmins on one 
hand, and from the reproaches of her relations on the other; and fettle fo 
ample a provifion upon her, that for che future fhe fhould be enabled to live 
quite independent of her family, and enjoy every comfort of life. The 
poor woman was by no means infenfible of Mr. Watfon’s kindnefs, 
fhe defired the interpreter to return him her moft gratefil thanks; but 
witlral to affure him, that-fhe was about to die, both voluntarily and chear- 
fully. She foon afterwards placed herfelf at full length on a platform, which 
had been ereéted for the purpofe; folded her arms round the neck and 
breaft of the corpfe, with the greateft tranquility and compofure continued 
the embrace, unttl both therr bodies were covered with the firewood heaped 
upon them: then their neareft relation put fire to the pile, which was no 
fooner lighted, than the Brahmins, feconded by the multitude, made a loud 
rote, and continued it as long as they {trppofed any life could remain in the 
vidim. Thts was done, probably, to prevent the woman’s fhrieks from 
being heard. "Fhe ‘admirat and the company left the place with an exceeding 
dejection of {pirits., while the natives, (more efpecially the Brahmins) rejoiced 
and triumphed tr this dtabolical rite *. The Brahmins in many points retain 
the tenets of the ancient Brachmans, who lived in this part of the world, and 
of whom fo many incredible particulars are related by the Greck and Roman 
hiftortans, Doctor Hyde, in his hiftory of the religion of the antient Pesfans, 
obferves +, that this people tmplcitly believed their religion was the 
fame as Abrabam’s, and that they had recetved it from him, and by way of 
boafting, they called nt, Retigio Abrabami. He alfo gives it as his opinion, 
that the ancient Brachmans and modern Brahmins, derived their names from 
Abribim, or rather Brébdm, which is the common way of pronouncing that 
word amonett the Perfans. 


The next in rank are the Rayaus, the title of the ancient kings or 
fovereigns of the country; fome of thefe Rajabs by fhutting themfelves up 
in the mountains, ftill remain independent of the Moga/ government. Dur- 
ing the former reigns of the Rajabs, it is faid, India was in a ftate of perfect 
innocence. | | 


* Mr. Rollin, in the 7th volume of his ancient hiftory, makes the following refleSions on a. 
facrifice of this kind: 

‘« The ation of this woman, was undoubtedly a real murder, and might juflly be confi- 
dered as a violation of the moft exprefs law of nature, which prohibits all ateempts on a perfon’s 
own life; and commands us not to difpofe of it in compliance with. the dictates of caprice, or 
forget that it isonly a sa aa which ought to be refigned to none but that being from whom 
we receivedit. Such a facrifice is fo far from deferving to be enumerated among the inftances 
of refpe& and amity due to a hufband; that he is rather treated as an unrelenting and bloody 
idol, by the immolation of fuch precious victims.” 


+ De Religione veterum Perfarum, cap. ii. 
: MorATTAS, 
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“Mon artas, of MAHAR ATYAS ;—Thefe are a powerful people, and inhabit 175% 
the Malabaras well as the Coromandel coaft. They are chiefly horfemen, and 

may be juftly termed the Swi/s of India, for they let out their troops to hire, 

and always fight in fupport of that party which pays them belt. ; 


-+Potycars and Morrzs are a fet of people who live in the woods, and, 
we are told, make not the leaft fcruple to plunder every one that comes. 
in-their way. Thefe are all independant of the Mogul government. 


_ Bantans are a very rigid caft. Thefe (like the Branmins) never eat of 
any thing that has had life, and never prefume to kill even the moft defpi- 
“cable animal. They have their hofpitals for monkies, fnakes, 8¢c.—A few of 
them alfo retain the horrid cuftom of burning the living wife with the dead 
hufband. They are merchants, brokers, farmers, &c.—The head fervants ia 
Bengal are likewife called Banidas. 


Niers on the Malabar eoaft, are of the firft caft. They are always 
gentlemen; behave with great haughtinefs towards their poor countrymen, 
and diftinguifh their fuperior rank by wearing a fword, and carrying a par. 
ticular kind of ftick in their hand, different from thofe ufed by the common 
people. On the Coromandel coaft, thefe Niers do not carry themfelves quite 
fo high, but are contented to act in the capacity of merchants, nay they are 
fometimes obliged to take up with much humbler profeffions. Some of 
them call themielves chriftians, and fay their anceftors were made fo by St. 
Thomas. They add, that the chr:ftian religion once flourifhed among them 
in its oreateft purity, and that they were governed by a Patriarch; but the 
Portuguefe having murdered this holy man, chriftianity fell with him, for 
they could not but prefer even idolatry itfelf to a religion whofe profeffors 
could commit fo atrocious a crime. : 


Cuowrres are efteemed learned men, and in general are merchants. - The 
common people fuppofe that they have the power of life and death in their 
hands, and that they are very powerful in enchantments. 


Curries are a particular kind of merchants at Madra/s, and are generally 
very rich, but rank with the eft band caft, and are not permitted to be carried 
in their Palanquin through the ftreet of the right band caft, although many of 
the latter are only fervants. 


Parriaus are the loweft caft on the Coromandel coaft: both men and 
women perform the moft fervile offices, and eat and drink of whatever they 
can get, without scruple. | 3 


Frosts on the Malabar coaft are much the fame as Parriabs on the Core- 
mandel, but perhaps in fomeé refpects they are ftill more defpicable. They 
will feed heartily on any animal though it dies of itfelf. | , 
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1754, Harries are the fame at Bengal, as Frojts are at Bombay. Their women 
tay do all the drudgery at your houfes, and the men carry your Palanquin. 


Nrappe and Pytuiz are two low cafts on the Malabar coaft, and who are 
held in fuch contempt, that the other natives will not fuffer them to come 
near them. When they have occafion to purchafe any thing, they are 
obliged to call aloud at a diftance, and fet down their bafket with the money 
init; then the feller advances, and puts in what they want, and after he ts 
gone from the fpot, the buyer comes, and carries it away. Their common 
employment is looking after cattle: they are never permitted to fleep on the 
earth, but in trees. If only the breath of one of them were accidentally to 
come acrofs a Nier, the latter would not fail inftantly to put him to death. 
To avoid this, when they fee a Nier coming towards them, they take care to 
get out of his way. They are never fuffered to come near the towns, but on 
one particulars day in the year, when they are fure to get together in crowds, 
and if they can be fo fortunate as to throw dirt on any woman that paffes by, 
fhe immediately becomes their flave, let her be of whatever caft *. 


SHackeELays, are fhoemakers, and held in the fame defpicable light on the 
Coromandel coat, as the Niadde and Pullie are on the Malabar. 


Thefe are the caffs, by which the natives are diftinguifhed all over India; 
but thefe are alfo branched out into fo great a number of diftin¢ctions, that they 
can hardly be enumerated; tho’ they all pay particular refpect, and obferve 
different forms of ceremony to cafts of fuperior rank to themfelves. In 
general, it 3s remarked, that whatever be the trade of the father, the fame is 
that of the fon: to that the famihes of boatmen, fifhermen, €¥c. are boat- 
men and fifhermen to all generations. Some cafts expofe their old, and their 
fick inthe flreets, after they have been given over by the Brahmins; others 
carry them down to low water mark, and fill their nofe, mouth, and ears with 
mud, and there leave them; where they are fure to be foon devoured + by 
vultures, kites, crows, jackalls, dogs, &¥¢. which abound in great numbers. 
Another caf never eafe themfelves while the fun is the above horizon; and by 
way of prevention, keep a plug of dned mud in their fundament.“The people 
on the Coromandel coaft, and efpecially at Fort St. David, believe that there 
are a fet of philofophers in the mountains, who have the fecret of preferving 


* The account here given of thefe five Jail ca/ts of Indians, puts me in mind of another pas- 
fage in the before quoted Jearned author. 

** Didti Haldlcbori funt inferioris generis Indi, qui ad viliora quzvis opera adiguntur, (ad 
mundandas Plateas, & evacuandas Cloacas, &c:) eaque libenter fufcipiunt, dum Mauri & 
Baneani talia recufant ne polluantur, Ifti etiam edunt cadaverofas beftiarum carnes, & nullum 
cibi genus confcientiz ergd recufant: unde nomen Haldl-chur licitumedens. ti propter operas 
& diwtam habentur impuri, ideoque neminem alium libenter tangunt, nec aliquis ab eis vule 
tangi: & quia tactus inquinat polluitque, feperatim vivunt ab omnibus aliis: quia quicunque 
ab his ta€tus eft, teneiur habere moleftiam purificandi feipfum.” Hype de Religions veterurm 
Perfarum, cap. 34. 


+ Nam Magi vulgo fuos defanttos volucribus & feris exponebant & hodié exponunt. Hyps 
4p. 34- 
life s 
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life; and of tranfporting their fouls into other bodies at pleafure, and with 1754. 
the fame facility making them to return again. They give out likewife, “== 
that thofe ‘learned. men have difcovered the fecret of making gold; but 


this, fay they, they never put ia practice but for their own immediate 
necefficies. ~ | 


On the gth of April, annually, at Bengal* the natives undergo a very un- 
common kind of penance: fome, for fins paft,; fome, for what they may 
commit; and others in confequence of a promife made by their parents, that 
if they fhould be bleffed with a child, that child, when he came of a proper 
age, fhould be bound to perform it.—This ceremony is as follows: Ina 
large plain about a mile from Calcutta, there are erected about thirty 
Bainboos, at leaft twenty feet high; on the top of thefe they contrive to 
fix afwivel, and another bamboo of thirty feet or more croffes it, at both 
ends of which hangs a rope. One end of this rope, the people pull 
down, and the devotee placing himfelf under it, the Brabmin pinches up a 
large piece of {kin under both the fhoulder blades, (fometimes in the breaits) 
and thrutts a ftrong iron-hook through each: thele hooks have lines of Indian 
grafs hanging to them, which the prieft makes faft to the rope at the end of 
the crofs bamboo, and at the fame time puts a fafh round the devotce’s body, 
laying it loofely in the hollow of the hooks, left by the {kin’s giving 
way, he fhould fall to the ground. When this is done, the people haul 
down the other end of the bamboo, by which means the devotee is immedi- 
ately lifted up thirty feet or more from the ground, and they run round as 
fuft as their legs will carry them. This throws the devotee out to the full 
length of the rope, where as he iwings, he plays a thouland antic tricks, 
being painted and drefied in a very particular manner, on purpofe to make 
him appear the more ridiculous. Some of them continue {winging half an 
hour, others lefs. They have alfo their time of preparation for this cere- 
mony, which is four days. On the firft, they abftain from every kind of 
food; on the fecond, they eat fruit; on the third, they faft, and on the 
fourth, they eat fruit again. During che whole time of the preparation, 
they walk about the ftreets in their fantaftical drefles, dancing to the founds of 
drums, and horns; and fome of them, to exprefs the greater ardor of devo- 
tion, run a rod of iron quite through their tongues, and oftentimes through 
their cheeks alfo. Thele are a low caft, and have Brabmins p culiar to 
themiclves. ‘The hicher cafts feem to defpite fo ridiculous a farce.—A friend 
at Madras, in a leuter dated Ofober 1771, gives ine the following intelli- 
gence, which fhews what improvements devotees are capable of making in 
the art of torturing themfelves to delude and impofe on others. ‘* A man 
of one of the Gentoo cafts, hath, for feven months paft, fwung about two 
or three hours every morning over a fire. ‘Iwo ropes are faftened to a 
tree, one of his ancles hangs in a noofe made in the end of one of the 


* The author was a {peclator of thefe exhibitions, and bas feen ten or twelve perfous iwing- 
ing at the faine time. 
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4984. fopes, and the knee of the other leg is: fixed in a noofe of the other 
Lempeet sone: ithus fufpended, with his head downwards about a foot from, and im- 
didtely over the: fire, which is about eighteen inches m circumference, and 
made of {mall dry wood, he {wings backward and forward, with feemingly 
great eafe, and keeps up the fire himfelf, having the wood placed within his 
reach, and to make it burn more brifkly, he adds fome Ghee (buffaloes butter) 
which he likewife hath by him. It is:faid, he dott this, neither by way of 
enance, nor from religious motives, -but to fulfil a refolution he made to 
wing in this manner, until he had callected as much money from the {pec- 
tators a3 would make an entertainment for roo00 perfons: fome fay, that he 
will get into a higher caft by it. However, he is ae prefent gone into the 
country for his health, and hath not yet acquired fufficient for fuch a treac. 
J am amazed to think, how he could fwing fo long, without diflocating his 
ancle, or injuring his brain. The fight of him in this ficuation was fhocking, 
and gave me a fevere head-ach.” es - 


On the firft of their November, (which is about the middle of our Ofeder) all: 
the Gentoo cafts in Bengal hang outa light on a tall bamboo near their refpective 
houfes, and this they continue to do for feveral fucceffive nights, in order 
(as they fay) te light their deceafed parents, who are fuppofed to vifit them. 
at this time. On the eleventh night tn particular, you will be fure to fee not 
only every houfe, but the doors and windows, and even the highways and. 
floats on the river ftuck full ef lights, and every man, woman, and child. 
with one in their hands. This is the laft and concluding night, when they 
expect to be vifited by all their deceafed friends, for the entertainment of 
whom, they make a great Chezvons or feaft, and place meat and fruit in every 
corner of the houfe. The inhabitants of Bombay have alfo a ceremony of 
heaving the cocoa nut (as they term it) which they intend as an offering or 
facrifice to the fea, on the profpect of the Monfoon’s breaking up: At this 
time, men, women, and children go to the water-fide all finely dreffed, and’ 
the principal man is efcorted by a guard of European foldiers, and throws a 
gilt cocoa nut into the fea: all the reft of the company throw in fomething 
that is eatable, and prefently after they begin to fit out their fhips and veffels 


for fea fervice. 


The Moors likewife, or thofe natives who are Mahometans, are not 
without their feafts and proceffions,; and are extremely fond of them,. 
as well as the Gemtoos; particularly, of their Haffan Haffan, in memory of 
the two fons of 4 by Fatima (Mabomet’s daughter) being killed in one: 
day frghting for the faith. They carry about a model of the tombs of. 
their anceftors, made of light bamboo and paper finely ornamented, for three- 
days and nights; and are attended by people ridiculoufly dreffed, fhouting 
and dancing to their country mufic. On the Jaft day of the feftival, they 
carry thefe models into the fields with a kind of funeral proceffion, and. 
there, by breaking them in pieces, put an end to the ceremony. , 


A. trial: 
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A trial of veracity frequently ufed among the Gentoos is the eating dry rice; 1754. 
if the perfon be innocent, then, fay they, he will eafily fwallow it, buc if guilty, “—“r— 
there will not be faliva enough in the mouth to carry it down the throat. 

They have many. other trials, and even by fire; fuch as putting their hands 
into hot quickfilver, Gre. &e. | 


In what manner the man and his wife among the higher.cafts live together, 
I cannot fay from my own perfonal knowledge, -but have heard, upon terms. 
very different from thole pra€tifed by us in England, for the wife, we were 
informed, never prefumes to fit down and dine with her lord, but ftands 
behind him, and with great complacency waits till he has done. That this 
is the practice with thoie of the lower caffs, frequent occafions among my: 
own, and other gentlemens fervants, prefented, to convince us. Notwith{tand- 
ing the Jndians are naturally lazy and inactive, (for they fleep very much) ;. 
yet every one endeavours atter a liveuhood; fo that you feldom fee a common 
beggar amoneft them. Although there are many fchools for the education 
ef children, yet they feldom learn more than their own mother tongue. It is 
indeed furprizing, confidering the great number of Englifh that are fettled 
amoneft them, and with whom they have continual dealings, that they fhould 
not be able in common to fpeak our language fo well as the people near the 
fea-ports of Madagafcar, where a fhip puts in by chance once ina year, and 
{tays perhaps only ten days. 


Though it is cuftomary in this country to fee the children rolling in the fand 
and duft before the door, yet their parents are very tender of them; and they 
in return are ascareful of their parents in their oldage. ‘The people in gene- 
ral are very friendly and willing to affift each other in difficulties; yet Bae 
times words run fo high between them, that they will fly at one another like 
two fighting cocks, but always take care not to proceed to blows with 
clenched fifts. I obferved more than once amid{t thefe violent altercations, 
that they little more than angrily patt each others hands with their palms. Uhey 
are everlafting talkers, and have fo much grimace in telling a ftory, that you 
would almoft fwear they had lived their whole lives in France-—Whenever 
they meet upon the road, they never fail to chat about the news of the 
country ; and as they are very fond of pomp and fhew, their topic of dif-. 
courfe is commonly of the laft Grandee that arrived on the coaft—how and in 
what {plendor he lives—how rich his furniture—and how many attendants 
he keeps. During the whole time of fuch confabulation, they never forget 
to offer each other their Bee/e] and Chunam, the former of which ts a leaf,, 
with a nut of the Areca tree, the latter a kind of lime; both of which they as. 
commonly chew and make a compliment of, as the Eurepeans do their 


tobacco and fauff. 


There are two cuftoms very prevalent among thefe people, which to an 
European appear very difguftful. The firft is their chewing fo great a quan-. 


tity of Beerel, which turns exceffively red in their mouths, and occafions 
| them. 
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them to be continually {pitting ; yet this cuftom, tho’ fo exceedingly filthy, 
prevails from the higheft to the loweft. The other is not lefs offenfive ; 
the length of their nails, and the blacknefs of their teeth, both which they 
are very careful of preferving. They reckon one a mark of beauty, the other 
of a good family. White teeth are held in fuch difefteem with them, that 
they make ufe of an artificial enamel on purpofe to blacken them; they fay, 
“‘ white teeth are only fit for dogs and monkeys.” And a frightful length of 
nails, in their opinion, proves them to be well defcended, as 1c manifeftly {hews 
that they have not been accuftomed to do fervile offices. 


“TT fhall clofe the account of the feveral Indian cajfts, with an incident, 
of which I was an eye-witnefs during my ftay at Mort St. David. One 
day, in company with Mr. Dordge, the admiral’s fecretary, I was obliged 
to go from the fort to the town of Cuddalore on fome bufincts, relative 
to the hofpical. In paffing the ferry,. we mixed with a confiderable num- 


ber of Indians, but of what caf or tribe we did not Icarn. One of the men 


who was with us inthe boat, chanced to have in his hand a mufical inftru- 
ment of the country, which differed very little from a common flute. Mr. 
Doidge held out his hand to the Indian ina manner which expreffed his defire 
of playing upon it, and he with the greateft eafe and politenefs delivered the 
inftrument to my companion; who after looking at it a little while, put it to 
his lips, and blew upon it, and then returned it to the owner; who, with 
great gravity and unconcern immediately threw it into the river. We were 
both amazed at this ftrange conduct of the Indian, till we got to Cuddalore, 
where we learned from one of our countrymen, that he was one of thofe cafts, 
which looked upon the flute as contaminated by Mr. Dodge, and therefore, 
by the laws and cuftoims of his tribe, he could ufe it no more. : 


CHA P. 
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The Kent and Salifbury leave Fort St. David, and arrive at Bombay.— 
Defcription cf that place, and its inhabitants. — Account of the Perfees 
refiding there, and their religious tenets.—A particular cuftom of the Indians 
of Bombay, at the death of a relation.—Acccunt of the religious perfons, called 
Joogees.—Extraordinary circumftance of fib being found in every pond at 
Bombay during the rainy feafeon.— Curious account of the quantity of water 
that fell in the rainy feafon.—Several curicfities at Bombay.—Value of monies. 
—Lift of Indian drugs.—Defcription of the Elepbanta. 


Crosper the rth, the day that the fufpenfion of arms between the 

Englifo and French con.panies and their allies took place, we left Foré 
St. David in company with the Sak/bury, Capt. Knowler, and on the 13th 
of November anchored in Bombay road. 


Bombay is a {mall ifland, but for its fize, perhaps the moft flourifhing of any 
‘this day in the univerfe. Though the foil is fo barren as not to produce any 
one thing worth mentioniny, yet the convenience of its fituation will always 
more than make up for that defeét. It may be juftly ftiled ‘the grand 
ftore-houfe of all the 4rabian and Perfian commerce.” “When this ifland was 
firft furrendered to us by the Portuguefe, we hardly thought it worth notice; 
but, in a very few years afterwards, we experimentally found the value of 
it, and it 1s now become our chief fettlement on the Malabar coatt. ,” 


The natives are fhorter and ftronger made than thofe on the Ceromandel 
coaft;, only four Cooleys carry a Palanquin here, whereas fix are generally ufed at 
Maarafs and Fort St. David. The inhabitants of this place are numerous, and 
are made up of almoft every nation in 4/24, among many others, we met 
with feveral Persees; who, like their forefathers the ancient Perfians, are 
followers of Zorcafter, who 1s faid to have modelled and reduced into order 
the religion of the ancient A/ag?; the fundamental maxim of which was, the 
worfhipping only one God under the fymbol of light. They adore the fun, 
and particularly the rifing fun, with the profoundeft reverence and vene- 
ration; and by a natural coniequence of the worfhip they pay the fun, they 
likewife pay a particular veneration to fire. 


I met with a very remarkable inftance of this while I was at Bombay; one 
day paffing through the ftreet, I heard a very uncommon noite, and feeing 
at the fame time a large fire in one of the houfes, curiofity led me a little 
clofer to it; in the middle of the houfe was feta large brafs pan with a fire in 
it: before this fre, or rather on each fide of it, two men were kneeling at 

7 their 
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their devotions, which they hurried over with great rapidity *. I looked on 
for a confiderable time with great attention, and afterwards learned from a 


fervant of the .admiral’s who was of this caft, that one of them was a 
prieft, then ona vifit to another prieft in a fit of ficknefs, This fervant hke- 


wife told me, that the -+ Perfees have fach atveneration for fire, that they 


never put it out, or fo much as breathe upon it; and I took particular noticc, 
that while thefe priefts were at prayers over the pan of coals, they had 
a t kind of little white bib over their mouth, as 1 imagined, to prevent 
their § breathing on their favourite element. The prayers appeared to me, 
to be only a repetition of the fame fet of words, from the fimilarity of their 
founds. The vifiting prieft ufed many geftures with his hands over the fire, 
and afterwards ftroked down the face of the fick prieft, which I looked upon 
as the final benediction, for prefently afterward the ceremony ended. This 
inftance, ftrongly corroborates Prideaux’s obfervation concerning their ufage 
at public worfhip. “¢ The priefts themfelves never approach this fire in their 
temples but wich a cloth over their mouths, that they might not breathe 
thereon: and this they did not only when they tended the fire to lay on 
more wood, or do any other fervice about it, but alfo when they . ap- 
proached to read the daily offices of their licurgy before it. So that they 
mumbled over their prayers, rather than fpoke them, in the fame manner as 
the Romifh priefts do their maffes, without letting the people prefent articu- 
lately hear one word of what they faid |jj].” 


Thefe poor mifguided people proftrate themfelves before the fun under 
the fame notion that the Gentoos reverence an ox or a cow: from the excel- 
lent qualities they obferve in thefe created beings, and their great ufeful- 
nefs, each is induced to fuppeofe that the godbead does moft certainly dwell in 
them, and under this miftaken notion they blindly pay that homage to the crea- 
ture, which is only due to the creator. As the Gentoos burn their dead, one 
would think that the Perfees, who are fo fond of worfhipping their deity under 
the reprefentation of fire, fhould be defirous of having their dead bodies com- 
mitted to that element, wherein they fuppofe their creator principally to refide. 
But contrary to this, and to the cuftom of all other nations in the world, they 
neither burn nor bury their dead, but caft them out in the open air, to be 
expofed to the feveral elements, where they are foon devoured by eagles, 
vultures, and other birds of prey |. The principle they go upon is, that a living 
man being compounded of all the elements, it is but reafonable, after he is 


* Sonora voce per femi-horam memoriter recitant tediofam aliquam precandi formulam : 
& tanta celeritate hoc faciunt, ut vix halitum reciprocare liceat, quafi invincibilis effet necef- 
fitas eam verborum formulam tantillo tempore recitare. Hype de Religione veterum Perfarum, 
Cap. 34. 

+ Perfz in Pyreis alunt perpetunm Ignem lignis mundis & decorticatis. Hype. 

t Dum ifto modo Sacerdotes garriebant, eorum facies obvelate erant, charta alba per tran 
verfum vultum utrique auri afhxa, qu duo aut tres uncias infra mentum dependebat. Hypa. 

§ Grande Piaculum & morte ple&endum, excuffo ex ore halitu ignem inflare. Srraso/y 
finem, lib. xv. 

il] Prip. Connection, book iv. | 

4 In capfa enim aliqua vel loculo condere, vel etiam terra obtumulare, neutiquam fas eft: 
fed patrio rita canibus pariter atque avibus ob{cxnis, mortuunmi cadaver devorandum €xpo- 
nunt. Hype. 
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dead, that every particular element fhould receive its own again®. Onthetop 1754. 
of Malabar-bill, in this iland of Bombay, are two round buildings, on purpole —<~— 
for receiving the dead bodies of the Perfees, which are placed and remain 

there till the bones are clean picked by the birds+. A guard conftantly 

{tands within a fmall diftance of the place, who is very much difpleafed if 

you offer to approach the buildings; and for this reafon, left by your going 

too near, you difturb the vultures in their preying upon the dead bodies ft. 

One afternoon however, I refolved to fatisfy my curiofity fo far as to peep 

“into one of thefe edifices. I perceived feveral dead bodies ; but there was little 

flefh left upon the bones; and that little was fo parched up by the exceffive 

heat of the fun, that it did not emit thofe ftinking efiuvia which there was 

reafon toexpect. It was owing probably to the fame caufe, that the bones 

were rendered quite black.—Upon the whole, this is a moft odious and abomi- 

nable cuftom, andthe reafon they give for following it, is truly ridiculous. 


_. The natural produce of the ifland of Bombay, is chiefly the cocoa-nut tree: 
from which they extract a liquor called Toddy, which is foft and mild when 
drank immediately y but if it ftands long, it gathers ftrength, and he who 
ventures to take a good draught thereof {tale, prefuming to find it pleafant and 
innocent as when Freth, will be miferably deceived; efpecially if his head be 

weak: and from hence, probably, arofe the term Toddy-beaded, ~The fruit 
or nut of the cocoa-tree has many excellent ufes. The kernel is rich, fweet, 
and milky like a filbert; the fhell is not unprofitably made ufe of for cups 
and ladles; but above all, the rind is worked up into a kind of cloth, which 
ferves the poorer fort of people for garments. It is alfo fpun as hemp, and 
makes very durable cables.—Of the body of the tree and the leaves, the poor 
people build their houfes. For each tree a tax of twenty fhillings a year is 
paid to the company, which is appropriated towards maintaining the gar- 
rifon, and fhips of war. Ke 


Bombay 1s the moft convenient place among all our fettlements in the 
Eaft Indies, for careening or heaving down large fhips; and for fmall ones 
they have a very good dock. At the time we were there, they were making 


* Dum facerdos ad commodam diflantiam ftando, fepulture officium hoc modo recitat, 
« ]fta frater nofter dum in vivio, conftabat ex quatuor elementis: cum jam mortuus fit, 
quodvis elementum fuam parfem capiat; terrea pars abeat in terrain, aeria pars in aérem, 
aquea parsinaquam, ignea pars in ignem.”?’ Hype de Religione veterum Perfarum. | 


$ Ad unum milhare ab urba diftat fepulchretum, quod eft ftructura lapidea rotunda, 12 
edes alta, & 100 pedes in circumferentia fbena In medio muni eft oftium lapideum 6 pedi- 
bes a terra diltans, quod ad excipiendum cadaver aperiri folet. Hujus ftru@ure area inferior 
in qua jacent cadavera, clevatur quatuor pedes 4 terra, ab omni parte declrvis verfu: centrum, 
ubi eft foramen feu cloaca ad excipiendum faniem cadaverum. Hoc fepulchretum eft mi- 
ferrimum fpetaculum, &c. OvincTonus @& Itinerario Suratenf. 


t Dr. Hyde gives another reafon for no one’s chufing to approach thefe buildings. ‘* Propter 
horribilem foetorem & miferrimum fpetaculum, omnes abhorrent illum locum adire; zgré 
ferentes ut aliquis chriftianus aut alius illa conditoria videat.” He afterwards adds, ‘* Et 
certe nemo nifi fumma curiofitate du€tus, illum locum luftrare tentabit.”” Cap. 34. 


great 
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1754, great improvements in it, which when finifhed, will not fail to make it ftill 
bey more commodious. They have alo a very goodrope-yard. Indeed, this is 
the only place, in that diftant part of the world, for fhattered fhips to refit at; 
having always a good quantity of naval ftores, and its very name conveying 
an idea of a fafe retreat in foul weather. 


On this ifland are many little forts and batteries, as Dungaree, Maffegon, 
Mabkee, Mendbam’s Point, and Sion-bill. Some guns are mounted on each of 
them; but the principal fort which defends the place, has above an hundred. 
This building is a regular fquare, and the materials thereof are very good. 
The church alfo is not lefs fubftantial than the fort; it is a very handfome,. 
large edifice, and in comparifon of thofe which are to be met with in the 
other fettlements, it looks like one of our cathedrals. It was built by a 
voluntary fubfcription among the gentlemen of this factory, and the Rev. 
Mr. Cobbe, (father to my late worthy friend Mr. Richard Cobbe, Admiral 
Watfon’s chaplain) was the chief promoter of this truly pious work: he at 
that time refided at Bombay as chaplain to the faCtory. The whole time we. 
fpent here, sit very agreeably ; for as the ifland hes in 19° north, the 
heats muft of courfe be more tolerable than they are at Fort St. David, which 
is In the Jatitude of 11° 48’ north. ) 


The admiral’s family refided at the Tank-hou/e (fo called from a large tank.or- 
pond near to it) and here, as well as at all their other fettlements, the company . 
allowed the adgniral and his principal attendants Palanquins, over and above.- 
the five Pagedas a day, which were given him to defray part of the expences 
of histable. As the Jndsan hories are of little value, and yet very fcarce, oxen - 
are here frequently made ufe of in their ftead; and the admiral had a chaife 
and pair of thefe oxen allowed him allo by the company. They are com- 
monly white, have a large pair of perpendicular horns, and black nofes. | 
The admiral oftentimes went in this chaife for an afternoon’s airing to Malabar- 
Ail?, and to the end of Old Woman's ifland, to Marmatla, and many other places. 
In England, if thefe creatures are forced out of their ufual flow pace, it is too. 
well known that they will faint or he down under their burthen; but at Bom. 
bay they trot and gallop as naturally as horfes, and are equally ferviceable — 
in every other refpect, except that by their being fubject to a foofe habit of. 
body, they fometimes incommode by the filth thrown upon you by the - 
continual. motion of their tails, Whenever we got to the end of our ride, | 
the driver always alighted, and put the near bullock in the other’s place; . 

then he would put his hand into both their mouths, and after pulling out : 
the froth, mount his box again, and drive back. It feems this precaution, - 
is abfolutely neceffary, for as they. travel at the rate of feven or. cight miles. 
an hour, they,weuld otherwife be in danger of fuffocation... 


Whillt we were. at Bombay, I took particular: notice, that at the death of .. 
a-friend, the Indians collected together and fung, either in the houfe of the- 
decealed, or under the window; agreeable to. that paflage in Ss. Matsbeiv’s. 

1. gofpel, « 
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gofpel, when Fefus came into the ruler’s boufe, and faw the minftrels and the 19754. 
people making a noife, He faid unto them, give place, &c. There it was that | =< = 
alio firft faw the ceremony of their burning the dead. As the place was 

very populous, there were feldom lefs than three or four burned every night 

near the water’s edge, under Malabar-hill. | 


During my ftay at this place, I hired by the month, a chaife drawn by a pair 
of bullocks. In the feveral excurfions I made in this carriage, I had frequently 
pafied by one of thofe religious perfons, or anchorets, who in India are called 
Joogees; and who, in conilequence of a vow made by their parents, and dur- 
ing their mother’s pregnancy with them, are devoted to the fervice of heaven: 
One evening, I and a companion had an inclination to pay a fhort vifit to this 
JFoogee; who always fat in one pofture on the ground ina fhady cocoa-nut 
plantation, with his body covered over with afhes, and his long black hair 
clotted, and in the greateft diforder. As we approached him, we made our 
falutation, which he refpectfully returned ; and then, with the affiftance of 
aut Indian driver, who could {peak Englifh, we began a converfation with 
‘hum, that principally turned‘on the wonderful efficacy of his prayers, and 
which he pretended had given health to the fick, ftrength to the lame, fight 
‘to the blind, and fecundity to women who for their whole lives had been 
deemed barren./’ When we were about to take our leave of him, I offered 
him a prefent of two rupees, which he bade-me to throw on the ground, and 
then dtrected his fervant, who was ftanding by, to take them up; which he 
did with a pair of iron-pincers, throwing the rapees at the fame time into a 
pot of vinegar. After they had lain there a little while, the fame fervant 
took them out, wiped them carefully, and at laft delivered them to his mafter ; 
who foon afterwards, by way of return, prefented us with a few cakes of his 
infipid paftry. I then requefted of him, chat in his next prayers he would 
petition for an increafe of my happinefs , to which, with great complacency 
in his countenance, he replied: ‘* I hardly know what to afk for you: I have 
“* feen you often, and you have always appeared to me to enjoy perfect 
“ health; you ride in your chaife at your eafe, are often accompanied with 
“ a very pretty lady, you are ever well cloathed, and are ltkewife * fat; fo 
* that you feem to me to be in poffefiion of every thing that can be any way 
“ neceflary to happinefs. I believe therefore, when I pray for you, 1 muft 
“* be in this ftrain, that God wonld give you grace to deferve, and to be thank- 
“* ful for thofe many biefings which be has already beftowed upon you.” 1 told 
him that I was thoroughly fatisfied with the mode of his intended fupplica- 
tion for me; and with a mutual exchange of {miles and compliments, we 
parted, . 7 


«a 


‘ ‘ae 


© The rich Jndians we were told take great pains to make themfelvesfat. To this end, they 
not only live moft luxurioufly, but in Ke day time fleep in a fwinging cot, and appoint a 
fervant gently to move it, whofe bufinefs is alfo at ftated times to awake the master, meerly 
to give him an opportunity of {wallowing half a pint or more of liquid butter or Ghee. This 
faffciently accounts for the J cogee’s emphatically mentioning corpulency amongft the peculiar 
- favours of heaven, | 


ey 


F 9 Our 


[ 36 ] 
ETSA, Our hofpital at Bombay was without the town-wall; and in order to make 
Ly my attendance on it the mere convenient, Mr. Déldguarde * (a factor in the 
' company’s fervice) was fo obliging as to give me the ufe of a very commodious 
houfe, which lay near the hofpital, and belonged to him as fuperintendant of 
the powder-works. Flere I took up my refidence, with other gentlemen who 
affifted me in the execution of my duty. Ata little diftance from the front 
of this houfe is a capacious bafon of water, which for the greater part of the 
year is perfectly dry, but, during the continuance of the rainy feafon, and for 
Jome time after, ferves as a pond for watering cattle, and fwarms with a {pecies 
of fith about fix inches long, and not unlike our mullet. The natives catch 
them in great plenty foon afer the rain fets in, and more than once I had them 
ferved up at my own table +. This would be looked upon as a very extra- 
ordinary circumftance in any other place; but as thefe fifh are found in almoft 
every pool and puddle at Bombay, it ceafes to be a matter of wonder among 
the imhabicants of that ifland. Various have been the fpeculations of curious: 
and inquifitive men to account torthis phenomenon. Some have fuppofed, 
that the exhaling power of the fun is fo ftrong in the fultry feafons, as to be 
able to raife the {pawn of the fifth into the atmofphere, and there fufpend and 
nourifh it, till the rains come on, when it drops down again in the ftate of 
living and perfetly-formed fifh. Others, perhaps with a greater degree of 
probability on their fide, imagine, that after the ponds become dry, the 
{pawn may poffibly fall into deep fiffures made-in the earth below the appa- 
rent bottom, where there may remain through the whole fultry feafon, a fuffi- 
cient quantity of moifture to prevent the animalcule from corrupting; and. 
when the rain-waters come on and fill the pond again, the fifh 1s produced and 
made to appear in fuch abundance. This, among other hypothefes which I 
have heard offered on this curious fubject, feems beft to account for it; but 
whether even this folution be adequate ta the effects produced, J fhall noc. 
prefume to determine. | 


And now, having mentioned: the rainy feafon, I muft here beg leave to 
infert a very curious and exact account of it, as it was drawn up and given to 
me by my late valuable and fkilful friend, Mr. Thomas, then. furgeon of his 
majefty’s fhip the Saij/bury. : This gentleman, who was a. man of great 
curtofity, and unwearied diligence, happened to refide at Bombay during the 
whole time of the rainy feafon in the year 1756, and contrived a method: 
for afcertaining the quantity of water which fell there in that. interval. His 
way of doing it was as follows. | 


“ } procured a lead-cylinder, of about nine inches diameter, and as 
many deep, marked with inches and tenths on the infide; and to prevent. 


* This gentleman is fince dead. 


' + Mr. Thomas obferves, that it ison the sesth day after the rains fet in, that the natives: 


+ 
in to catch fit. 
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the water from fplathing over, I cut a hole two inches from the bottom, 1754, 
and placed the cylinder in a glazed earthen vefiel. Then I tied a wax cloth * ~~ 
fecurely round it, fo as to cover the veffel, and to prevent any water from get- 

ting in, fave that which paffed through the cylinder. When more than 

two inches fell, I ftopt the hole in the fide with wax, and poured the water 

from the veffe} into the cylinder to meafure ir. I always kept itin an open 

place, free from the running of any houfe, &c. and meafured it at fix in the 
morning, at noon, and at fix in the evening. 


the land; and on the 25th of that month, we had a fquall of } © 3 
wind, with fome rain, when there fell 








: About the beginning of May, the fky looked cloudy over Io Tenths, 


On the 31ft we had the like weather, with much thunder and 


lightning, and rain in the evening; when there felk — 7 
| Total — 1 o 
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Account of the Weather. 


A {mall fhower and looks cloudy. 


Thunder and lightning all the evening; threatens much for rain, 


Rained one hour in the afternoon, very cloudy. 


Lightning all night, and a fhower for about 15 minutes. 
Blows hard on the fhore, {mart fhower in the evening. 


Ditto ------ Rained two hours about midnight. 
Blows lefs - - - Small fhowers. | 
Ditto-------- 


Ditto.- - conftant rain. ee tote ople angling, art 
abe -fome lightning. { puddle through the ifland, 
itfO0 - - -+ -- @ = 


Blows frefh with much ) Now appear all over the furface of 
Ditto, {thund. & ign the earth an innumerable quan- 
Ditto =. a6 6-524 tity of {mall frogs. 

Blowed very hard from 6 to 8 in the morning. 

Lefs wind, hafty fhowers. 

Slight rain all day and night. 

Ditto - - - - fhowers. 

Ditto. : 

Showers. 

Ditto. 

Slight rain. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Lictle wind, hard rain. 

Ditto - - - - Ditto. 

Ditto. 
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Fine weather and flight fhowers. 


| Thunder and lightning at a diftance, and now it be- 


gins to look black over the land in the evenings. 
Slight fhowers in the night and afternoon. 
Ditto. 
Hard fhowers. 


Slight showers in the evening and night. 


Blows hard, flight rain all night and day. 
Blows lefs. 


| Blows hard, rain night and day. 


Blows lefs, fhowers, no more thunder in theevenings. 
Ditto - + - - rain all night and day. 


Slight fhowers. 


{Frequent but very flight fhowers. 
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Inches, Tenths, . 


2d. The latter part of the night it rained hard, andtherefell - 2 o 


The three following: days were cloudy, with fome very flight 
fhowers: when there fell only — 

ath. Very fine weather, with land: and {ee breezes. 
gth. We had what they call here an Elephanta, which 1s an 
- exceffive hard gale, with very. fevere thunder, lightning. 
and. rain, bur it was of fhort. continuance. In about four: 
hours,. there fell — 

15th. In the morning fome thunder and lightning with rain 
162Cloudy, and fome flight fhowers. 
17§ = fell. only, — 








ae ee 
In thefe. two days there 
— — o 1 








Total —_— 4 5 








22d. Now all is fine and clear, without a cloud to be feen, with regular land’ 


and fea breezes; and fo.wall continue in general till the next Adonfoow 
time arrives. | 





7 Inches, Tenths. . 
‘There. fell of ratn water in May —_  — — 1 Oo 
June — 4h 
Ge, ee ee eee” 
Auuft — — I9 Oo 
September = — — ‘Ir 2 
Of ober —— —_ 4 5 
Total on 110 cag 


The few curiofities in the ifland of Bombay, which are worth mention- - 
ing, are, alarge Terapin kept at the-governor’s houfe, the age of which, ac- 
cording to the accounts given by the oldeft of the natives, is upwards of two. 
hundred years. Frogs, which abound ‘every where throughout the Eaf India. 
territories, are remarkably: large upon this ifland;. I faw one that mea- 
fured twenty-two inches from the extremities of the fore'and hind feet when 
extended ; and IJ have great reafon to fuppofe, had the experiment been made, 
that this creature would have weighed four or five pounds.——On the fea- 
fhore round this ifland, a great variety of beautiful fhells are alfo to be 
found; particularly the fort which is fo curious, and was held in fuch efteem 
by our ladies fome years ago, called Ventletraps or Wendletraps. 1 have been 


credibly. 
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credibly informed, that when the late Commodore Lifle’s executors fold his 
collection of fhells by auction, one of our modern curiof gave feveral pounds 
iterling for a fhell of this fpecies. 


As no country in the world abounds more with fnakes than the Faf Indies, 
I fhall here fubjoin a defcription or their feveral fpecies, fo far as they 
. came within my view, or Mr. Thomas’s oblervation.—The Covra Capella, 
which has teeth exactly refembling thofe of the rattle-{nake mentioned by Dr. 
Mead. I have feen them from four to eight or nine feet long; they kill whom- 
foever they bite in 15 minutes. There are many of them to be met with at Cud- 
dalore.—The Covra Manilla, is a {mall bluifh fnake of the fize of a man’s little 
finger, and about a foot long, often feen about old walls: A {pecies of thefe at 
Bombay kill with their bite much fooner than even the Covra Capella above 
mentioned.—T he Palmira is a very thin beautiful {nake, of different colours; 
its head is like that of the common viper, but much thicker than the body. 
I faw one that was four feet long, and not much larger than a fwan’s quill.— 
The Green inake 1s of a very bright green colour, with a fharp head; towards 
the tail it is fmaller than in the middle: The largeft part of it is no bigger 
than a common tobacco-pipe.—The Sand {nake is fmall and fhort, but not 
lefs deadly than the others.—The Covra dé Aurellia is not unlike an earth- 
worm; it is about fix inches long, and no bigger than a fmall crow-quill.— 
This kills by getting into the ear, and caufing-madnefs, &c.—The Manilla 
Pombo is a beautiful {nake of almoit the fame fize throughout its whole 
length, except at the two ends, where it comes toa point. It is white under 
the belly, but is finely variegated on the back. It lives in the fand, and 
(they fay) ftings with the tail, which caufes contractions of the joints. 


During my ftay at Bombay two fleets of country veffels came into the bay : 
‘One of them belonged to the Nanua or prince of the Maherattas, the other to 
Monagee Angria, the brother of ugria the pirate. Thete veflels were not 
unlike the Tartans of the Mediterranean, only a great deal lower; they 
carried two guns in their bow, and vaft numbers of men. Their mufic was 
a plain brafs tube, fhaped like a trumpet at both ends, and about ten feet in 
length; and a kind of drum called a Tomtom, being a fkin ftretched out on a 
large fhallow brafs-pan, on which they ftruck with two large fticks, and 
made an amazing noife. Each fleet confifted of about 30 fail, but among 
Monagee Angria’s there were two ketches, which they called Grads. Our 
Eaft India company had here one fhip of 40 guns; one of 20; one Grad ot 
18 guns, and feveral other veffels ; more alfo were building. 


The merchants keep their accounts here in rupees, pice, and nominal revs. 
“One hundred rays make a quarter of a rupee. | a 
A 36 fhilling piece exchanges for 16 + rupees. 
-Aguinea — — — for 9 rupees. 
An Englifo crown -— — for 2 rupees and 6 double pice. 
“A Spanifh dollar —  — for 2 ditto and 3 ditto. 
Eighty pice make a rupee. 
G 2 Ta 
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1754. ~ In a vifit Mr. TBomas and I made toa black Portaguefe phylician fettled 
here, called Diego, he fhewed us his medicines and drugs, of which he had 
a pretty Jarge ftock, and fome of them were valuablé. Amongft many others, 
we oblerved great quantities. of the tinGture and effence of Cantharides, which 
Diego told us, the falacious, and not unfrequently the impotent Moers, made 
ufe of to excite venery, and that they always paid handfomely for fuch pro- 
vocatives. He gave us the following Jift of Indian drugs, their prices, and 
the feveral places they are brought from. 


NAMES or DRUGS. PLACES FROM. PRICES. 
* Bezoar — — Orangabed —— 12 rupees per ounce. 
Fol. Sene oS Mocha 4 ditto per maund, 36 Jb. 
Gum Arabic — — Arabia 13 ditto per 100 1b. 
Myrrh — — — Arabia 24. ditto fer maund. 
Olibanum a ae = Arabia 12 ditto per maund. 
Thus — ome — Arabia 50 ditto per candy, 500 Jb. 
Gambog. — — Succotra 16 ditto per maund. 
Affafenida = — — Perfia 100 to 8o ditto per ditto. 
Rad. Salop,. — — <— Perfa 35 ditto per ditto. 
Rad. Zinzib. — —— atl over India 
Piper long. —_ — Calicut. Thefe are cheap. 
Coloquintid. — ~— Goa. mmm 
Ol. Cinnamom. — —~ Cochin 2 rupees per ounce. 
Gum Banzoin. — — Bengal — 50 ditto per maund. 


Cart de Pala, or Congery Bark Tedlichery — very cheap. 
Sem. Cardamom. — -—) Cafcut, and 
Ol. Caryophyl. —_—_-_ — Tellichery — rupee per ounce. 


Rad. Rhubarb: - ift fort, Bengal 80 d°. per 11210, flat & clean. 
Ditto — 2d. fort, ditto. 50 ditto, large lumps & clean. 
Ditto — 3d. fort, ditto. 40 ditto, foul. 

Opium — Bengal — 80 rupees. 

Sal Nitri — Bengal — 

Fo]. Rofar. Rub. Perfia — 8 rupees per maund. 


N. B. The price of thefe drugs differs at different times. 


Don Diego’s method of chufing Bezoar, was to rub it on wood-afhes held’ 
in the hand; if good, it left a faint green colour behind. And his method. 


* My late ingenious friend Mr. George Thomas above mentioned,. made me a prefent of part 
of a ftone, three of which were found in the gall-bladder of an ox, and greatly refembled 
Bezxoar. They were of the fize of a hazel-nut, made up of feveral ftrata or fcales, and each. 
Rratum, like the layers of an onion, eafily divided from the whole piece, leaving a {mooth 
furface behind. They were very tender, and had fomewhat of a mufk fmell. The fame- 
friend alfo obferved to. me that Pomet, in his hiftory of drugs, takes notice of this kind of con- 
creted matter; he calls it Ox Bezoar, and fays, though it is fometimes ufed in medicine, yet its 
more Sate ufe is, like Gambegs, for painters in miniature. The Ox Bexoar is alfo greatly 
vans by the /ndian:, who give it in fevers, and will exchange five times the weight in filver 

or it. 
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of trying the oil of cinnamon, was by touching the nofe flightly with adrop 1754. 


of it on the top of the finger; he told us it was almoft efcharotic, and of 
an amber colour, if good. ,- 


Before we take leave of this place, there remains a piece of antiquity to be 
mentioned, called the Elephanta; which is an Indian temple, cut out of a 
large rock, in an ifland of the fame name, near Bombay. The fame ingeni- 
ous gentleman, Mr. Thomas, in the papers he left behind him, has furnifhed 
me with the following defcription of it. ‘Its dimenfions may be beft known. 
from the plan annexed, which was drawn on the fpot. The walls are 
covered with figures about 12 feet high, except thoie of the baths, in the 
front of which, next to the voranda or open gallery, they are only 4 feet in 
height, and on the back about fix. The grand altar is filled with a mutilated 
figure of the god Orixa, the head and neck of which are much decayed 
through time; and all the other principal parts of the temple are crowded 
with images of the fame god in different attitudes. The other figures which 
we faw here, I fuppofe are reprefentations of famous men. On each fide of 
the grand altar is a dark room. Perceiving the floor of thefe to be hollow, 
we had the curiofity to dig into one of them, and found a large cavity, fo 
very deep, that we did not go any farther. The roof of the temple is about. 
18 feethigh, fupported by pillars, the number of which is given in the plan. 
They have alla iquare pedeftal, circular fhaft, and fluted cornifh, which ts 
alfo circular. Near each of the vorandas, there is a {quare room with a pillar 
inthe middle, and another fimilar room in the body of the temple. The 
pedeftals of thefe pillars are fquare, and about a foot high; the fhafts are 
round, and about a foot and a half long. Inthe room next the baths, the 
pillar is furrounded with water, as exprefied in the plan by dots. Thefe three 
roams. appear to have been formerly private chapels.” 


CHAP. 


Cc H A P.  SIVz« 


‘Nhe fauadron leaves Bombay and arrives at Mactrafs.—Defcription of Madrafs 
or Fort St. George. — The buildings and Indian inhabitants. — A lift of the 
feveral forts of fervants employed inIndia, their names, wages, religion, and 
-employments.— Account of the nature and genius of their mechanics.—The phy- 
fical practice of their black-doétors.—Manner of inoculating for the fmall- 


pox. 


3755, .\ DMIR AL Wat/on had long been defirous of getting round again with 
Vahey his fquadron to the Coromandel coaft ; but the heaving down and refit- 
ting the fhips, had taken up fo much time, that feveral days in December had 
lapfed, before this neceffary work could be accomplifhed. On the 15th however, 
we took our leave of governor Bourchier and the gentlemen of the council; 
and on the 16th we weighed anchor, and ftood for the offing. A frefh gale 
fortunately fprang up, which foon ran us down the Malabar coaft, and to 
the fouthernmoft point of the ifland of Ceylon. On the 13th of Fanuary 1755, 
we arrived in Fort St. David's road, (having made an unufual quick 
paffage for this feafon of. the year), and on the 18th in that of Madra/s, 
where, to our great fatisfaction, we found riding at anchor his majefty’s fhip 
the Cumberland, Commodore Pocock; and in eight days afterwards we were 
joined by the Tyger, Captain Thomas Latham, who had failed from England 
with Mr. Pocock. Here we learned, that during Admiral Wat/on’s {tay at Bom- 
bay, a conditional treaty had been adjufted between Monf. Godeheu and 
Mr. Saunders, which was to continue in force until it fhould be either rati- 
fied or rejected by their refpective companies; fo that there was no profpect 
‘of hoftilities recommencing here, at leaft for eighteen months; and in this 
long interval, the French had a fine opportunity of acquiring riches fufficienc 
to carry on another war: for by this conditional treaty, they were to con- 
tinue in poffeffion of thofe many important countries, as well in the 
Carnatic as the Dectan, which by their intrigues they had fecured to them- 
felves, and whofe revenues brought them in almoft a million fterling ; whilft 
‘our poffeffions did not annually bring more than the fame number of rupees, 
Indeed, this was by all deemed to have been a mafterly ftroke of French 
politics: on the contrary, the advantages refulting from this treaty to the 
Englifh Eaft India company, were beyond every ones comprehenfion; for it 
‘was by every body known, that at this time, exclufive of our naval force, our 
troops on the coaft exceeded thofe of the French in number one thoufand. 
| The 
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, The town of Madrafs, or Fort St. George,.in the road of which we came 1755. 
¥ to an anchor on the 18thof January 1755, is the chief fettlement belonging ——~——~ 
to our Faft India company: on the Goromandel coaft, and ftands between the 
thirteenth and fourteenth degrees of north latitude. It is fituated in a fandy 
barren foil, and the climate is fo intenfely hot, that were it not for the fea- 
breezes, which agreeably cool the air, it would be altogether uninhabitable. 
— But notwithftanding this inconvenience, the place is exceedingly populous. 
_ Many of our countrymen refiding there, to maintain their dignity among 
the natives, live in all the magnificence of the eaft. The governor of 
Fort St. George is invefted with great authority, little lefs than that of 
fovereign power. Hleis not only prefident of this place, but of all our other 
fettlements on the Coromandel coaft. He,. and the council under him, have ~ 
the command of the army,. the regulation of the police, and the appointment 
to all places of truft and profit. In a word, Madra/s is of fuch importance 
to the company: both for its internal wealth, and the extenfive commerce 
which is there carried on, that they have taken abundant pains, and have 
been at an immenfe expence, to make the fortifications as {trong as poffible.. 
The fort (which is the principal defence of the place) is a regular fquare,, 
with a glacis, and covered way; and the whole. town is furrounded with: 
walls well mounted with artillery. . 


The buildings at Madrafs, or the town of Fort St. George where the 
Englifh only refide, are handfome, and built in the modern European ftile: 
but the houfes of the Black-Town are very low and flat-roofed; fome of them 
are tiled, and others thatched, but neither the one nor the other have any 
chimney. The natives commonly drefs their victuals without doors; and 
fhould they make a fire within, which feldom happens, the. fmoke is obliged 
to make its way through the eaves of the houfe, whieh has fcarcely ever any 
upper rooms. This-is the ftate of the houfes of the merchants and mechanics, . 
who refide within the town; and as to thofe of the pooreft fort, who live in 
the fuburbs, and in the country, they are nothing but huts covered with Cajan 
leaves, and are fo exceedingly low, that their miferable inhabitants cannot ftand : 
upright in them, and whenever they enter, are obliged to creep in on their. 
hands and feet: but though the houfe and garden belonging to thefe country 
people, feldom take up more than half a quarter of an acre of ground, you: 
fearcely meet with lefs than ten or.twelve perfons ina family, befides an hog. 
and a buffalo; fo very numerous are the inhabitants of. this country. . 


= The Indians in general are very temperate in eating and drinking; :they- ‘ 
feldom ufe {trong liquors, unlefs prefcribed by way of. phyfic. Their food: 
is chiefly boiled rice, with now and then a little fifh,.and mutton-or. fowl : 
drefied in a Currey, as they.call it,. which is very warm to the palate. This, | 
Lhave reafon tothink, they alfo feaft on with great:moderatton. The Gentoo: 
cafts never eat beef; they pay adoration to the image. of the cow, and have 
a proverb among them, ‘that they would as foon tafte of the flefh of their 
parents,,as of that animal.” One ftrong evidence of the temperance.of thete 
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1756. people, is their hands, which, if touched by chance, you will be {ure to find 
= tote? saa) even in the middle of the hotteft day; while the hands of the 
Europeans are burning with an exceffive heat, partly the effect perhaps of our 
_ intemperate way of living. Let me add too, that the Jndrans are a very 
"quiet, inoffenfive people; and at fome diftance from the fea-fhore, we were 

told, that we fhould alfo find them honeft and fincere. On the coaft, they 

will make ufe of a thoufand tricks, and ftratagems, to over-reach a ftranger. 

But for this we may thank ourfelves, who firft fullied their purity, and 

debauched their manners. ‘They probably had never known the crime of 
cheating, had they not firft learned it from the tricking European. Among 

the lower cafs the poor women do all the drudgery ; they get all the fodder 
for the gentlemen’s horfes in the fort, and are obliged to bring it fome 
miles. They likewife grind all the rice ufed in their own houfes; fetch 
wood and cow-dung to burn; and as the water near the fort is brackifh, 
they are daily neceffitated to go a mile or two to a good well, and to 
bring a large pitcher of this element upon their heads for the ufe of the 
gentlemen of the factory. I have more than once feen a line of 40 or 50 of 
them in a morning, engaged in this laborious employment. Their drefs is 
much the fame as that worn by the women at Fort St. David; and that of the 
higher cafis, at both places, differs nothing from the lower, except, that the 
wrapper which goes round the loins of the former is made of finer ftuff, and 
that they commonly cover their breafts with a filk handkerchief. It is very 
feldom that any of the women, unlefs thofe of the loweft rank, can be feen, 
being forbidden by their caft to ftand any where to be gazed upon by 
ftrangers. In our morning walks, indeed, we fometimes faw them ftanding 
without their houfes for the benefit of the frefh air, but upon the firft fight 
of us, they never failed to run in, and fhut and bole their doors. We 
could not but remark too, that whenever we had occafion to go into a fhop, 
our guide always gave us a hint to ftand a little while at the door, while he 
itepped in; and he made no fcruple to confefs, that his motive for doing it, 
was to clear the houfe of the women before we entered. 


Much has been faid in regard to fervants in this country :. fome fpeak 
highly in their favour, while others equally depreciate them. The fervice 
of any one of them is exceedingly cheap, but the number which you are 
obliged to keep, makes it dear in the end. Perhaps it may feem furprizing, 
though true, that an European gentleman or merchant in a confider- 
able way of bufinefs, cannot hire lefs than a dozen or fifteen; for as they are 
almoft all of different cafts, the higher are not permitted to do the leaft thing 
which 1s the bufinefs of an inferior caf. They all wear turbans; the prin- 
cipal fervants commonly drefs neat and clean, in a robe of fine cotton cloth, 
or muflin, particularly the Gentoos, whofe religion enjoins much bodily purifi- 
cation; and therefore the firft thing they do in a morning is to go down to 
the river’s fide and wafh, and afterwards to fay their prayers on the banks. 
If you afk them what they pray for, they will be fure to fay, ** For mafter”— 
and “ that God will foew favour for mafter, that mafter may foew Lass for 

them :” 
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them.” ‘They are an artful cunning people, and very ready at returning an 1755. 
anfwer. We met with a thoufand inftances of this fort, during our ftay in . 
the af Indies; but the following ftory will beft illuftrate the natural good 

fenfe and fagacity of thefe black fervants. 


It happened, that an Ezeh officer being with his Indian fervant in a 
public houfe at Cuddalore, was in a violent paffion, 1n confequence of fome- 
thing that had paffed between them in converfation: In the midft of the 
matter’s fury, his philofophical fervant calmly placed himielf at his full length 
on ‘the floor, with his face towards the ground, at the fame time ftopping his 
ears with both his hands. In this pofture he continued, until his matter’s 
paffion had fomewhat fubfided ; when getting upon his feet, and refpectfully 
approaching him, he dryly faid, “‘ Indeed, mafter makes poor fervant’s bead 
fick: mafter is very firong man, but fervant is very weak man: if mafter [peaks 
honey-words, then fervant can do any thing for mafter, but when mafter frightens 
poor fervant, then be makes poor fervant fick; and when fervant is fick, mafter’s 
bufinefs can no be done.” ‘The officer replied with an hearty d—mn,; but upon 
recollection, felt the juftnefs of the rebuke, and faw very plainly that before 
they could again proceed on bufinefs, it would be neceffary for him to con- 

form to the rules which the Indian had fo fagacioufly and artfully fuggefted 
for his conduct. 


The following lift of the feveral forts of fervants employed in India, with 
their names, wages, religion, and employments, will furnifh the inquifitive 
reader with aclear and diftinét idea on this article. 


1. Chief Dubafo, who is a fervant of ftate to ufher in company, to receive 
meffages, and give an anfwer at your door. He 1s alfo your linguift, and 
lays out your money. He has for his profit a Fanam out of every Pagoda 
paid and received; and a Pagoda out of every hundred Pagodas. There is 
no pofibility of tranfa¢ting any bufinefs in this country without a fervant of 
this kind, except at Bombay, where they are not made ufe of. They are 
called Banians at Bengal, and are every where of the Gentoo religion. 


2. Dubafh Boy*. We is always about your perfon to affift you in dref- 
ing; he walks by the fide of your Palanquin; takes care of your {word, hat, 
and cane, when you are vifiting a ftranger; and waits béhind your chair at 
table. He likewife is of the Gentoo religion, and his pay at Madra/s is 1 
pagoda and 21 fanams by the month; at Bengal, 8 rupees. 


3. Conuccpola. He keeps your accounts, pays the reft of the fervants 
their wages, and affifts the Dubda/fb in buying and felling. At Bengal he is 
called fecretary, and is of the Brabmin caft and religion: his pay is 10 rupees 


* Boy isthe common appellation in Jndia for many of your fervants, though they fhould be 
threefcore years of age. | 
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1755. by the month. At Bombay he is ftiled.Purve, and is of the Gen/oo religion, 
vam and his pay is 5 rupees by the month. At Madra/s, his pay 1s 8 pagodas. 


4. Roundel-Boy. He carries a Roundel or Quit dé Solel over your head, 
to defend you from the heat of the fun, when you ftep from your Palangquin, 


or when you walk. 


5. Peon. Orie who waits about the houfe, to run on meffages; and he 
commonly carries under his arm a {word, or in his fafh a Crefe, and in his 
hand a ratan, to keep the reft of the fervants in fubjection. He alfo walks 
before your Palanguin, carries Chits or notes, and is your body guard. The 
more of thefe you keep, the grander you are thought to appear. Some 
gentlemen have at leaft 40 of them in their fervice. They are all fighting 
cafts, and have 1 pageda and 20 fanams by the month paid them at Ma- 
drafs; 2 rupees and a half at Bengal, and 4 rupees and a half at Bombay, 
At this laft place they are called Sepoys. 


6. A Demar- Boy. His bufinefs is complicated, and being generally of 
the Parriab caft, which 1s a very low one, he makes no fcruple to perform 
the moft fervile offices. Hecleans your fhoes, fweeps the houfe, and fetches 
all the water that is wanted, unlefs you keep a f/arry or water wench, as fhe 
is fometimes called, for that purpofe. The chief bufinefs however of the 
Demar- Boy (as appears from his name) is to run with a Demar or torch betore 


your Palanquin in dark nights. 


7. Palanquin-Boys. Four, and fometimes fix of thefe are employed to 
carry your Palanquin. ‘They are of the lower Gentoo cafts at all our fettle- 
ments. Their pay at Bengal, where they are called Bearers, is 12 rupees and 
a half by the month; at Bombay, where they are called Palanquin Cooleys, 
they are allowed 16 rupees; and at Madra/s, © pagodas 6 fanams. 


8. Compidore. The office of this fervant is, to go to market, and bring 
home fmall things, fuch as fruit, @c.—He is always of a low calt. His pay 
at Bengal by the month is 2 rupees and a half. At Madra/:, 1 pagoda. Com- 


pidores are not ufed at Bombay. 


9. Derwan. Thefe are properly porters, who fit at the gate to receive 
meflages, €9¢.—This office is performed by Moormen at Bengal, by Peons at 
Madrafs, and by Sepoys at Bombay. Their pay is 2 rupees and a half by 
the month in Bengal, and in the fame proportion at other places. 


This diftindtion of.fervants, and the keeping up to it, is reckoned no bad 
piece of policy in the Indian conftitution. For as the people are naturally 
indolent and inactive, every man by this means gets a decent livelihood with 
very little trouble, which is the thing he aims at: for though each of thefe 


fervants could earn double the wages in the intervals when his mafter has no 
I occafion 
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occalion for him, yet confcious that he has a fufficiency, though bare, he fits 1755. 
down contented therewith, chufing rather to trifle and fleep away his time, than 
to enrich himfelf and family by taking pains. Thefe fervants have a variety 
of tricks alfo which they are fure to play off upon new-comers; and where 
two or three of them are concerned together in a knavith one, they never fail 
to puzzle the matter fo, as to make it almoft impoffible for the mafter ever to 
get at the truth *. The palanquin bearers, are cunning diffemblers, for they 
will be fure to groan fadly under the weight of their new matter or miftrefs, 
Jet them be ever fo light. This is done with the view of exciting in the 
human breaft a compaffion towards themfelves, and thereby acquiring fome 
Buxie money ; and in this they feldom fail of fucceeding, as there are but few 
Europeans, who, on their firft arrival, are not averfe to the making ufe of 
their fellow-creatures in fo degrading, and in appearance fo painful an 
employment. After the fervants have filled their bellies, they always betake 
themielves to reft on the ground, or in a window, or ona table, or moft 
commonly on the fand, which they prefer before every thing elfc, becaule of 
its retaining the heat of the preceding day’s fun. “Upon the whole, the 
Indian fervants have both their gocd and bad qualities; they are like fome 
neceffary evils we have in England, of whom we fay, there is no living with, 
nor without them. ' 


I cannot difimifs this fubjeét of fervants without {peaking fomewhat more of 
the office of a Conacopoia.—lt mutt be premifed, that the natives in this part of 
India know but very little of the ufe of paper, pens, and ink; and therefore 
keep all their accounts upon Cajans, the leaves of a certain tree. It is the 
Conucopela’s bufinefs to keep the account of all your houfehold expences, to 
pay the other fervants wages, and tradefmen’s bills. Thefe fervants are 
always to be diftinguifhed from all others by their Cazam leaves, which hang 
dangling by their fide, like a butcher's fteel. The iron inftrument they mark 
with, is kept in a fheath like a knife. When they have occafion to fet down 
any thing, they hold the iron-pen in the right hand, and the Cajan leaves in 
the left; a little notch or groove is cut in their left thumb-nail for fixing the 
‘Stile, and they will write or rather engrave with great celerity. They are 
likewife very quick and ready at accounts, but fo very artful, that they feldom 
or never declare their own computation firft: their low cunning is inconceiv- 
able, and it would be endlefs to recount all the artifices and frauds which are 
practifed by thefe men. They generally afk ‘ What does mafter make 
account come to?” Tf you fay more than it really is, they prefently cry our, 
“* Very right, mafter.’ But if you make it lefs, fo as to prejudice them, they 
will be fure to take particular care tocorreét your reckoning. If you chance 
to derect them in any intentional cheat, they then plead the cuftom of their 
country; for their maxim is, “ What white man forget, that God give black 


* The reader may fee a very remarkable inftance of their dark and complicated villainy in 
Orme’s excellent hiftory of the Carnatic, vol. 1. p. 350 to 355. 
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1755+ man. Mafter, forgive this one time, I am poor foolifo fellow, what foould I 
know? Aba! I fee mater knows beft; God has made good head for mafter.” 


To the account I have given of the feveral Indian Servants, for the better 
knowledge of a country now fo interefting to Great Britain, I beg leave to 
add a few particulars relative to the nature and genius of their Mechanics.— 
The Cloth-merchants, for fo they are there termed, feldom or never make ufe 
of a yard or meafure of any kind, but mete out every thing by the cudzt, 
which, in well-proportioned people, is the fpace between the elbow and the 
tip of the middle finger; and this they do with fuch exa¢tnefs, as not to err 
perhaps 4 of a yard ina piece of 70 cubits. It is alfo the cuftom in this part 
of the world, as it is in moft of the country towns in England, to oblige the 
taylor to come home, and work at your own houfe: but on viewing the mifer- 
able condition of fome of this tradefman’s tools, his rufty fciffars in particular, 
and how loofely riveted, you would think it impoffible for him ever to cut 
out acoat with them: It is much the fame with all his other implements ; but 
in fpite of every inconvenience he labours under, the Jvdian taylor is fo exact 
an imitator, that he feldom or ever fails to give entire fatisfaction. And this 
is the more furprizing, as he never meafures you; he only afks ‘* majfter for 
mufter,’ as he terins it, thatis, for a pattern, and they will be fure to keep 
exactly toit, be the fafhion thereof ever fo extravagant. 


The fame obfervation holds true with refpec&t tothe Carpenter, Black-/mith, 
and many other mechanics. It is aftonifhing how exactly they will copy any 
thing you give them, though they fcarce know the ufe of ten tools, and 
though the few they have, are always in bad condition. Every thing they 
undertake, they keep a long time in hand however, which is entirely owing 
to their own obftinacy and abfurdity ,; for they will never be put out of their 
old way of working; and fhould you be ever fo defirous of inftruéting them, 
or fhewing them a more expeditious method, they will be fure to plead the 
cuftom of their forefathers, for which they have fo great a veneration, that 
they were never known even ina fingle inftance to depart from it. Hence it 
is eafy toconclude, that they muft always remain poor. Whenever therefore 
you employ them, you are always obliged firft to give them in hand, by way 
of expedition money, commonly half of what your bargain comes to: and 
befides this, if the tradefman you employ be in want of the neceffary mate- 
rials, (which is too often the cafe) you are then under a neceffity of fupplying 
him with three parts, if not the whole money beforehand. This is a cuftom 
frequently attended with many inconveniences; for under the fanétion there- 
of, it is not uncommon for thefe tricking mechanics to go about from houfe 
to houfe borrowing money, though at the fame time they do not intend to 
touch the promifed work with one of their fingers. The Sélver-/mith, in 
regard to his {mall ftock in trade, 1s exactly upon the fame footing with the 
reft of his neighbours: he has not the leaft article in his fhop to indicate his 
profeffion ; if you want any thing to be made by him, he too will afk for 
S mufter,” and you muft alfo furnifh him with as many rupees, or other filver 
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to melt down, as will enable him to go through with thework. The Barber 
however feems to be an exception to all the other mechanics here; | mean 
with refpect to the condition of his tools and fhaving tackle. PJe doth not 
go about in this country, as in Eneglazd, with a large pewter bafon under one 
arm, a wig-box under the other, a water veffel in his right hand, and a 
powder-bag in his left. The fhaver and powderer here are two diftinct trades. 
The former, for his extraordinary apparatus, is worth remarking: when he 
enters your houfe, if you did not know him before, it is impoffible for you to 
guels at his profeffion. The implements he ufes, fuch as 8 or 10 razors, 
an hone, an oil-bottle, two leather-ftraps, a little looking glafs, two or three 
towels, his beetel-nut, beetel-leaf, chunam-box, foap and little brafs-bafon, 
are all contained in the girdle that is round his middle. His manner of 
operation is {till more extraordinary, for he beats up a lather on your 
head, not in the bafon, which is no bigger than a large tea-cup; and fhaves 
youeafier than ever I experienced from any of the profeffion in England. 


Upon the whole, though the Jzdian mechanics are by no means deficient 
in the handicraft arts, yet their talents feem to be only of a fecond rate kind. 
In many refpects they certainly do not come up to the dexterity of £uro- 
pean artifts, particularly in thofe works where great accuracy is required. 
They likewife labour under a poverty of genius which makes them dull at 
invention, but atthe fame time it muft be acknowledged, that they are moit 
admirable copyifts, and indeed their principal excellency feems to lie that 


way. 


~The fkill of their phyfical people is very mean. Mr. Téomas and I once 
employed one of the black doctors to procure usa lift of uch medicines as they 
ufed in their practice. Inftead of this, he brought with him a number of leaves, 
plants, barks, roots of trees, €?c. which, he told us, they generally made ule of 
in ctecoétions; and that their common method of practice was, if one root, 
leaf, or herb failed, to put in others of different forts. In fevers, he added, 
they ufed pepper, and‘fuch-hke inflammatory fubftances. We enquired whether 
they had any written accounts of their method of practice; he told us they 
had, and brought us a large book, made up of a number of leaves of the 
Palmita tree, fuch as they keep their accounts upon, part of which we after- 
wards got tranflated by a black Conucopola or clerk. ‘It was written in the 
hich Eaftern ftile, and began with giving great praifes to the Almighty for 
the wonderful formation of man: it then went on with obferving that this 
formed man was divided into two or three hundred thoufand parts; ten. 
thoulfand of which were made up of veins; ten thoufand of nerves; feven- 
teen thoufand of blood; a certain number of bones, choler, lymph, &c. 
Ef. €Fc. And all this was laid down without form or order, either of hif- 
tory, difeafe or treatment. We found this to be all the written account they 
have of phyfic ; which they never ftudy, but, like the other cafts, the fon of 
a doétor is a doctor alfo, and fo he will continue to be from generation to 


generation. 
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The cuftom of inoculating for the Smal/-pox among the natives, though 


’ not common in other parts of the Zaft Indies, is frequent in Bengal, and 


the manner of performing the operation is mn many refpects fingular, 
and different from that now practifed in England. Thcy take, as Mr. 
Thomas and 1 were informed, fome matter from the pock of a perfon 
who has the difeafe in a favourable way, and put it into a phial or gallipot. 
They then dip the point of a needle in this matter, and wath it prick the 
perfon intended to be inoculated feveral times in a circle, on the flefhy part 
ofthearm. If he bea grown perfon, they prick him in both arms. After 
the blood is wiped away, they rub fome more matter on the part, and order 
the patient to bathe in cold water, three umes a day, and to live on the moft 
cooling things he an poffibly procure, fuch as water-melons, cucumbers, 
rice, water, &%c, As foon however as the fever comes on, which happens 
about the fifth or feventh day, the patient is ordered to leave off bathing and 
the cool diet, and to live on milk and fugar: the fever generally latts three 


; C 
days, and then goes quite off. On the fecond day after the pock has 


appeared, they “wath the whole body with cold water, which fills the 
puftules; and this they do for the three fucceeding days, two or three times 
each day, continuing the fame regimen of milk and fugar for diet. When 
the pock 1s drying off, they fprinkle the patient with rofe-water,; or when 
this cannot be had, with the juice of Suttamullie, Suclapot, Culmee, and root 
of ereen Turmeric. It the pock be very thick, they give the patient Yoan-feeds 
to chew, and frequently tie Bang-leaves (which is a kind of hemp) on the parts 
mott affected. It isa common practice among the Portugyefe, and fome of 
the Indians on the Malabar coaft, when the pock is fairly turned, to lay on 
wood and cow-dung afhes very thick, which they think imbibe the matter, 
and make the fcab fall off the more eafily. They leave it to nature to 
difengage herfclf trom this compound of afhes and puftulary difcharge. 
Their hopes of a cure from this method, feem to be founded on the fuppoled 
antiputrefcent and abforbent quality of the afhes. I refer it to better 
judges to determine whether this practice be rational or not; however, in 
general the patients recover from this loathfome difordey. 


CHAP, 
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The fquadron fails from Madrafs for Trinconomale 7” Ceylon.—Defcription of 
that harbour and ifland.—Account of the Cinnamon-tree, Sc. with the minerals, 
and vegetable and animal produltions.—Particular defcription of the Elephant 
and Tyger, and various forts of venomous infecis, &c. 


N the coaft of Coromande/, the N. E. monfoon * blows from November 

' to March or April, and fometimes to May, when the S. W. monfoon 
commences. Along this coaft the current generally fets with the wind; to the 
northward in the S. W. monfoon, and to the fouthward in the N. E. mon- 
foon. To avoid the danger that might, and too frequently doth enfue from 
the fhifting of the monioon, we failed from Madra/s the 7th of April, in 
company with the Cumberland, Tyger, Salifbury and Bridgewater, for Trin- 
conomale in the ifland of Ceylon, and on the 22d of the fame month came to 
an anchor inthat harbour. At five in the afternoon Afvaheer Van Beaumount 
the governor came on board to congratulate the admiral on his fafe arrival at 
Trinconomale, and to offer him every affiftance the place afforded. At his 
leaving the fhip we faluted him with 13 guns. Tle afterwards waited on 
Commodore Pecock on board the Cumberland, and at his taking leave of him, 
was faluted by the fame number of guns. The next day the admiral and 
commodore, attended by all the captains of the fquadron, waited on the 
governor at the fort; they were received in the great hall with trumpets, 
drums, and three vollics of fmall arms. After drinking coffee, tea, and a 
volafs or two of wine, they took their leave. They were complimented, both 

at their entering and quitting the fort, with a difcharge of 21 guns. 


Trinconomale harbour is a very good one for fhips to put into when in 
diftrefs, and perhaps is better calculated for wooding and watering a fqua- 
dron, than any other in the Eaf Indies. Jt very much sefembles that of 
Port{mcuth, and is almoft quite land-locked ; but this laft circumftance, in fo 


* There isa fpeciesof winds obfervable in the Indian feas, within the tropics, called by the 
failors monfoons, which during fix months of the year blow one way; and the remaining fix 
the other. 

The occafion of them in general is this: when the fun approaches the northern tropic, 
there are feveral countries, as Arabia, Perfia, India, &c. which become hotter, and reflect 
more heat than the feas beyond the equator, which the fun has left; the winds therefore, 
inftead of blowing from thence to the parts under the equator, blow the contrary way; and 
when the fun Jeaves thofe countries, and draws near the other tropic, the winds turn about, 
and blow on the oppofite fide of the compafs. At the time of the thifting of thefe winds, the 
ladian feas are very fubject to be tempeftuous, and the navigation becomes very unfafe. 

Rownino’s Natural Philofephy, si 1. 
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1755. hotaclimate, may be rather reckoned an inconvenience, for hereby the free 
———— circulation of the fea-breezes, fo neceffary to refrefh the men on board the 
fhips, is greatly obftruéted. The trade of this port is very inconfiderable , 
and it is manifeft that the fole view of the Dutch in fortifying this and the 
feveral bays and rivers round the ifland, is to prevent other nations from 
fettling here, or having any commerce with the natives. 


The ifland of Ceylon is very large, being 250 miles long, and 200 broad. 
The inner part of it is in poffeffion of the natives, who are of the Gentoo reli- 
gion, and they call their king the king of Candy. The Dutch having taken 
care to fecure to themfelves the whole fea-coaft, endeavour to reconcile him 
to their converting the rich fpices of his country to their own advantage, by 
making him frequent prefents; but fometimes they have found him very 
refractory, and their fucceeding in this important point has been attended 


with great difficulties. 


There are many trees of different kinds to be met with on this ifland, fuch 
as the euphorbium, tulip-tree, ebony, redwood, caffia, cocoa-nut, cotton, lime, 
mangoe, citron, and black and yellow teak, thefe laft have a moft beautiful 
grain, but are fo hard as to be very deftructive to the cabinet-maker’s tools. 
But the tree peculiar to this ifland, and which has proved the fource of inex- 
hauftible riches to the Dutch, is the Cinnamon, which grows wild in every 
wood on the fouth weft part near Columbo, but there are few to be found near 
Trinconomale. ‘This tree is propagated by a bird’s eating of the fruit, part 
of which he difcharges again, and afterwards the feeds of it take root. It 
grows fomewhat like our common hazel; the leaves refemble thole of the 
laurel, but with this difference, that they have only three fibres in their 
compofition. According to fome, it has three barks; but all agree that it 
has two. What they {trip from trees of a middling growth, is the beft 
Cinnamon. The very young trees are not fit for rinding, and the old ones 
they cut down for firewood. From the root of this tree, the Camphora is 
extracted. But the greateft quantity of this laft drug is brought from 
Sumatra, where it is fold in fmall flat cakes, at the enormous price of 4/7. 
{terling an ounce. One pound of this genuine gum, Mr. Thomas was told, 
will produce an hundred pounds of fuch as is brought to us from the 
Indies after adulteration. 


Coffee alfo grows wild here ; as do the trees and plants which produce 
Balfam. Capivt, Lacca, 
Gambogium, Cinguenomale. 
Not having heard of this laft before, Mr. Tomas imagined it to be a name given 
by the natives to acertaindrug. A Dutch {urgeon refiding here, fhewed him 
a balfam or oil extracled from it by diftillation, and which he affured him 
was a very good medicine in a paralytic numbnefs. This gentleman alfo 


prefented hita with a fample of a gum growing here, which he called Badule :” 
he 
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Every morning and evening we were gratified with a fine odour from the 
trees that were in bloom. Att firft we took them for the cinnamon, but they 
proved to be nothing more than common flowering fhrubs, of which the 
whole ifland is full. The foil between the hills, which are very high and 
rocky, is a fat red earth; and the vallies are extremely pleafant, having a 
clear rivulet running almoft through every one of them. Here are alfo 
veins of black chryftal, intermixed with fpar, and iron, and fome black 
lead, and copper ores. I am almoft perfuaded alfo that this country produces 
tin, for Mr. Thomas *, who was a Cornifh gentleman, and _ particularly 
curious in fuch matters, affured me, that during his ftay on the ifland, he 
picked up as fine a piece of ore of that kind as ever he had feen in 
Cornwal, and that he intended carrying it home with him in order to 
fhew it asa fample. I fhall only add, that if this very valuable com- 
modity is really to be met with in this country, it is aftonifhing that the 
crafty Hollander fhould not as yet have found it out, who was never known 
to fpare pains in difcoveries of any kind, as this would manifeftly turn out 
to his inexpreffible advantage. The ifland alfo produces topazes, rubies, 
garnets, 8c. which the inhabitants difcover by wafhing the foil they grow in. 
Neither barp-/bells nor ventel-traps are found here, but numbers of painted 
cockles, and others which are commonly called the paxama-hells. 


We found the country to abound alfo with many uncommon curiofities ; 
particularly the creeping leaf: This is certainly a fpecies of the grafhopper ; 
it has every member you fee in common infects, fuch as head, legs, wings, 
and body, and of a pale green colour, but yet in fhape and appearance 
exactly refembles a leaf. 


A great variety both of wild and tame fowl are to be met with here, 
and which are fold at a low price. A dozen of fowls, or five ducks, for a 
rupee, not quite a half crown of Englifb money. The bay, which has many 
coves, abounds in fifh, efpecially the cavally, and furmullet, thefe are to 
be had very cheap. The fame may be faid of the fruits of the ifland, 
fuch as pine-apples, jacks, bananoes, cocoa-nuts, mangoes, &c. &c. A pine- 
apple may be bought for a penny or lefs, and all the other fruits in propor- 
tion. Money 1s the fame here as in Holland; they have only a different 
way of reckoning, as 8 doit to a caf, 12 cafhb toa rupee. A rupee goes but 
for two fhillings fterling, or four fcbillings Dutch, 96 doit make a rupee. 


Common deer they have here, in great abundance, and alfo Guinea deer, 
but few other horned cattle, and rhele too very fmall. We killed fix of 


® The author is obliged to Mr. Tomas for moft of the obfervations made on the country 
near Columbo. . 
I their 
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1755, their oxen one day during our ftay at Trizconomale, and the weight of the 
4 whole amounted but to 714 pounds. One of them weighed only 70 pounds. 
How different were thefe little, defpicable animals, from the oxen which 
we flaughtered at Madaga/car, each of which weighed from 6 to 700 
pounds and upwards? But however {mall and contemptible the breed 
of bullocks may be on this ifland, nature feems to have made her full 
amends in the ftupendous fize of her elephants, which are faid to be the 

largeft of any in the known world *. 


The Elephant is certainly the moft extraordinary of all animals, and 
well merits a particular defeription. His body is heavy and grofs, gene- 
rally of a dark, dirty colour; and though, when arrived at full growth, | 
he is from twelve to fourteen feet high, and from eighteen to twenty in 
circumference, yet his head is ftill larger in proportion; and what is 
more extraordinary, his eye is no bigger than that of an hog, which it 
exactly refembles. His legs are like four large columns, rather long than 
fhort, and jointed like a cat’s yuft above the feet, which are round at their 
bottoms, and do not fpread much beyond the bulk of the legs. His ears 
are flat, hanging down, and furprizingly large; the tail is fmall, but 
long, with a few briftles at the end. At the two corners of his mouth 
grow two large tufks or teeth, which are what we call ivory; thefe 
are fix or feven feet long in the male elephant; in the female they 
are feldom half that length. . But the moft extraordinary part of this 
animal is his probofcis or trunk, which is long and hollow like a trumpet, 
and ferves him inftead of a hand + to feed himfelf, being able to 
move it with incredible agility and ftrength, and to take up therewith 
the fmalleft thing from the ground, by means of a little point, which. 
he can twift round it. His common food is leaves of trees, grafs, corn, 
and fugar-canes, of which laft he is particularly fond. Notwithftanding 
the unwieldinefs of this beaft, his motions are very alert, and he walks 
with great eafe, faft enough to keep a man on a’ good run. Many 
incredible ftories are related by ancient authors of the docility and inge- 
nuity of this balf-reafoning animal. They are faid to be fufceptible of affec- 
tion, fondnefs, gratitude and modefty. There is nothing but they may be 
taught: Arrian, an author of veracity, relates, that he had feen an elephant. 
dance with two cymbals faftened to his legs, which he touched alternately in 
cadence with his trunk, and that many others of the fame fpecies gambol’d. 
tound him, keeping time with an aftonifhing exactnefs. 7 


! Pliny too, fpeaking of the elephant which carried Porus in the battle he 
fought againft Alexander the Great, tells us, that perceiving his mafter 
quite finking under the wounds which he had received, he lowered him- 


* Elephantas ii multo majores erant quam quos fert India. Plinius, 


« t Manus data elephantis, quia propter magnitudinem corporig difficiles aditus habebane 
ad paftum. Cuc. de Mat. Deor, lib..2. my 123, 
| felf, 
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felf, that he might fet his mafter down without hurting him, and pulled 175%, 
out the arrows which ftuck in him with his trunk; at length perceiving eames mena 
him to faint through lofs of blood, he placed him again upon his back, 
and conveyed him in fafety to the camp: A moft amazing inftance 
of the docility and gratitude of the e/ephant. »' No wonder therefore that 
the ancients made ule of them in war, and fometimes with great fuccets; 
but fince the invention of fire-arms they have not been found of equal ufe 
as formerly; for they are remarkably terrified at fire, and will at the fight 
of it, frequently turn back upon their friends, and overthrow every thing 
that ftands in their way. They are chiefly ufed at prefent for the fording 
deep rivers, and carrying over the baggage on their backs. After the 
keepers have loaded them with feveral hundred weight, they faften ropes 
to them, of which the foldiers taking hold, either {wim, or are drawn 
acrofs the river. In time of action, they now and then fix an heavy iron 
chain to the end of their trunks, which they whirl round with fuch agility, 
as to make it impoffible for an enemy to approach them at that time. 
Another ufe they ftill have for this creature in war, is, to force open the 
gates of a city or garrifon which is clofely befieged. This he does by 
letting his backfide againft them, riggling backwards and forwards with 
his whole weight, till he has burft the bars, and forced an entrance: to 
prevent which, moft of the garrifons in this country, have large {pikes 
{tuck in their gates, that project to a confiderable diftance. However, 
after all, thofe prodigious animals are kept more for fhew and grandeur 
than for ufe, and their keeping is attended with a very great expence, 
for they devour vaft quantities of provifion ; and you muft fometimes regale 
them with a plentiful repaft of cinnamon, of wh®h they are exceffively fond. 
J have been told, that it 1s no uncommon thing with a Nadod, if he has a 
mind to ruin a private gentleman, to make him a prefent of an elephant”, 
which he is ever afterwards obliged to maintain at a preater expence than 
he can afford: by parting with it, he would certainly fall under the dif- 
pleafure of the grandee, befides forfeiting all the honour which his country- 
men think is conferred upon him by fo refpectable a prefent. 


The notions of the Judians concerning the elephant are various. It hag 
been in all ages, and is to this day, the cuftom of the orventa/ nations, to 
wrap up all their wifdom in fhort fentences or proverbs, allegories and 
parables. Some of the Indians literally believe that the globe of the world 
is f{upported by an elephant, which notion probably had its rife from a 
proverb of theirs to that purpofe, but which certainly meant no more, than 
that the commerce of their country depended in a great meafure upon 
elephants. I could not but remark too, that in almoft all their Pagodas, or 
places of worfhip, they have the image of this creature depicted on the 
walls. Some imagine, that they place the e/epbant here as an emblem of 


@ 





Eutrapelus cuicunque nocere volebat, 
Veftimenta dabat pretiofa—— Hor. Epif. xviii. Hib. 1, 
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875%, God's omnifcience; while others rather think that they pay adoration te 
\—-— him, as being endowed with greater fagacity than themfelves, and therefore 
pray to him for a portion of his wifdom. The natives relate another 
inftance of the doeility of thefe creatures, that in marching with an army; 
they gather up every ftick of fize they meet with onthe road, which towards 
the evening 1s fometimes increafed to- a faggot large enough to: drefs all 
the provifions for that night. 


But not to mention any more of the multitude of things reported of 
them; the following particulars are what I obferved myfelf. They gene: 
rally fias;d under the fhadow of fome fpreading tree, to prevent their 
being ftung by the little ant, which, notwithftanding their gigantic fize and 
bulk, is a great terrorto them. To prevent his crawling about them, they 
are continually taking up duft or fand in their trunk, and throwing it over 
their heads and backs; nay they fometimes take a whifp of ftraw or erafs, and 
brufh themfelves down with it behind, whilft with their briftly tail they {weep 
their fore-parts. When you firft approach them, they are taught by their keeper 
to make their Salaam or obedience to you, which is done by falling almoft 
backwards, and making a prodigious eruétation or rattling in the throat, 
not much unlike the firft breaking of thunder. The keeper then mounts: 
his fhoulders, which be could not poffibly do without the e/ephant’s affiftance, 
who for that purpofe crooks one of his legs: the keeper’s firft ftep-is made 
en his lower jornt, the next on his knee, and he then {prings upon his back, 
laying hold of the flap of his ear. After the e/ephant has performed many 
tricks at the word of command, then, to fhew you how capable he is of 
picking up the moft minfte thing with his trunk, you are defired to lay. 
a filver fanam upon the ground: this, which is the {malleft of all coins, the 
eleplant feels about for till he finds, then takes hold of it, and gives it to 
the keeper, as feated upon his back. He laft of all throws out his trunk 
to its full length, by way of fhaking hands with you, and thus the cere 
mony is ended. Another circumftance I obferved was, that whenever they. 
drank, they always firft ftirred the water, and made it foul with their feet:: 
The reafon for their doing this, is, that the gravel and {mall {tones which they 
hereby fwallow, help to digeft their food; and not, as fome allectee, that 
they render the water muddy, becaufe they hate to fee their. own figure in 
that element. One more particular: relating to thefe animals, is their. 
furprizing age. If we could depend upon what we are told by Philofratus,. 
in his hfe of Apollonins Fyaneus, and believe that. this great traveller faw 
the very elephant on which Porus rode in the battle againft Alexander, 
that elepbant. muft have been above 400 years of. age. That they live 
till between 2 and 300 years is ftrongly believed; and it is certain, that 
they are in full vigour, at much above an hundred: but it feems that 
nothing can. be faid with certainty as to the exact time that they ufually 
live: whenever I afked any of the Indians a queftion relative to this. 
fubject, they always anfwered me, “ This elephant was my great-grand- 
father’s.” 

7 The- 
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The natives catch the elephant by the following method: they have two 175%. 

places {trongly inclofed; one contains feveral acres of ‘land, the other is ““~——~ 
But fmall. When they intend to hunt, which they always do in the night, 
they go in a large company, with each man a veffel of fire on his head. 
As foon as the elephant fees the light, he purfues; the man that is fingled 
out runs mto the large inclofure, there drops his fire, and retires to a tree; 
the elephant prefently employs himfelf in trampling and {cattering about 
the fire. When they have a fufficient number of them in the large inclofure, 
they fhut up the firft paffage, and then decoy the e/epbants one by one into 
the fmall place, where they get ropes about them, and by the help of 
tame elephants convey them home. Sometimes, however, the men are 
evertaken before they reach: the inclofure, when they throw down the fire,. 
and fly to the next tree for fecurity. 


The Tyger alfo is an inhabitant of Ceylon; this beaft, though fome- 
times found in other countries, yet is: in a peculiar manner a native of the 
Eaft Indies. Malabar is the moft famous for the breed of this animal: 
there are it feems three kinds, but that which I am going to defcribe is the 
largeft, and by way of diftinétion, is called the Tyger Royal: his fkin is of 
a yellow, fandy colour, fining and gloffy, with long black ftripes; his 
head and mouth very large; eyes exceeding lively; teeth long and 
yellow; legs very thick, with furprizing fharp claws; and the tail is 
perpetually. in motion. ‘Fhe female tyger is faid to be much more fierce than 
the male, efpectally when fhe has young.’ But they are both beafts of prey, 
and that of the moft cruel and favage kinds for it is obfervable, that as the 
lion never eats any creature ull after it is dead, and even groans while he 1s 
killing it, indicating a generofity of temper, fo the tyger tears his prey to pieces. 
while it is living, and feems to delight in torturing it. If he meets with a 
dead horfe or a fheep, he will not touch it; but if a tyger, tygre/s, and 
their yeung fall in with an herd of cattle, or flock of fheep, they are 
fure to make a terrible havoc among them; for as they will only fuck their 
blood, and paunch a few of them, they have been known to deftroy four- 
{core fheep in one night. They generally hide themfelves behind fome 
thicket in an inclofed country, from whence they dart out with incredible 
fiercenefs either. upon man or beaft that is paffing by. Monjfreur Thevenot, 
a French writer, fays, that “if a man ftands boldly upright, without 
betraying any fymptoms of fear, neither /ion nor tyger will: venture to touch 
him.” This affertion feems to have no manner of foundation, at leaft I 
fhould not chufe to venture on the experiment. It 1s very well known,, 
that if ten men are in company, they will fingle out one particular perfon. 
from the reft; and they alfo feldom care to attack a white man, if a black 
man be among them. The reafon for their making this diftinction, 1s, 
probably, that they are better acquainted with the black men, and. 
had rather prey upon them, than upon Europeans, to whom they are: 
ftrancers.. | 


The 
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The woods in this ifland abound with various forts of venomous infects ; 
‘fuch as /zakes, of an enormous fize and length; I had a view of one that 
meafured 15 feet in length, and 30 inches in circumference ; Scorpions, centt- 
pedes, fpiders, tarantulas, &c. 1. faw a fpider here as large as a toad, with 
brown hair upon it; the legs were of the thickne{s of a large tobacco-pipe, 
and more than four inches long. A fcorpion alfo, which was taken out of a 
piece of wood, was brought on board the gth of May, which meafured 8 
inches from head to tail, exclufive of the claws: the fhell was as hard as 
that of a crab. J killed a centipede here which was more than 7 inches 
long. 


The natives of this ifland are the ftouteft Indians I ever faw. Mr. Knox 
in his hiftory reports many ftrange things of their religion and cuftoms, 
none of which I had an opportunity of feeing. He fays, that ‘they have 
various ways of treating their dead. Some burn them, (which is not 
uncommon in Jidia,) while others throw their limbs up into the forks of 
large trees.” This may be true, becaufe when our wood-cutters were 
once hewing down a ftick of timber, there fell from it, the fcull, and many 
bones of an human body; and I alfo faw here a human body hanging 
on a tree. | 


Other hiftorians relate, that the natives of Ceylon feed on human 
flefh ; nay that they eat the bodies of their deceafed parents, imagining 
that no other fepulchre is fo fit for them as their own bowels, fince 
hereby they think they are changed into their own fubftance, and live 
again in themfelves. This fhocking cuftom is reported of the ancient 
Scythians, and pofibly it might have been ufed by the old inhabitants of 
Ceylon, but itis now in both countries entirely abolifhed, and yet even at this 
time, thefe iflanders are faid to make cups of their parents fculls*, with 
a view that amidit their mirth and jolliry they may be fure to preferve a 
refpecétful remembrance of them.—What a difference has cuftom wrought 

between 


* Sir William Temple, in the 2d part of his Mi/cellanea, obferves, that it was a fixed and 
general opinion among the weltern Scythians, that all thofe who gave themfelves up to war- 
like actions and enterprifes, to the conquefts of their neighbours, and flaughter of enemies, 
and died in battle, or of violent deaths upon bold adventures and refolutions, went im- 
mediately to the vait hall or palace of Odin, their god of war, who eternally kept open 
houfe for all fuch guefts, where they were entertained at infinite tables, in perpetual fealts 
and mirth, caroufing every man in bowls made of the fculls of their enemies they had 
flain, according to the numbers of which, every one in thefe manfions of pleafure was the 
moft honoured and the beft entertained. 

How this opinion was imprinted in the minds of thefe fierce mortals, and what effect it had upon 
their thoughts and paffions, concerning life and death, is moft lively reprefented in the twenty- 
fifth and twenty-ninth ftanza’s of that fong or epicedium of Reawor Ladbrog, one of their famous 
kings, which he compofed in the Ruxic language about eight hundred years ago, after he was 
mortally flung by a ferpent, and before the venom feized upon his vitals. ‘The whole fonnet 
is recited by Olaus Wormius in his Literatura Runica. But that which is extraordinary in it is, 
that fuch an alacrity or pleafure in dying was never expreffed in any other writing, nor 
imagined among any other people. The two ftanza’s are thus tranflated into Lariz by O/vus, 
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between us and them! fince thofe fpectacles which to us would appear 1755: 
frightful and melancholy, are to them familiar and delightful. Tet Nae 


The boats ufed by the natives of Cey/on are trees hollowed ; but when the 
boat on account of the fize of the tree is too fmall, they build on top of 
ita trough, fquare at both ends; they are about 12 or 14 inches wide, 
and as many feet long ; the tree part at the bottom is much wider; they 
have outriggers and fails, much the fame as at Madagafcar. There are 
fome boats of this fort much larger, built berween two trees, with which 
they go along fhore; the others are for the fifhermen, in which they will 


go many leagues from the land. 


The Dutch thew you in Ceylon, Adam’s apple (as they call it); it is in 
fhape like the quarter of an apple cut out, with the two infides a Jictle 
convex, and a continued ridge round the two outer edges. It is of a 
beautiful orange colour, but of a poifonous quality. Some writcrs, induced 
by the exceeding fruitfulnefs of the ifland, have fuppofed it to be 
the feat of the terreftrial paradife: but this opinion is not mine: that it 
was the Taprobana of the ancients is not unlikely; and indeed there are 
{trong reafons for believing that the ifland of Yaprobana and Ceylon is 
the fame. The ancients, particularly Péolomy, oblferve that * Taprobana 
was famous for producing the largeft breed of elephants, which is alfo true 
of Ceylon. Taprobana \ikewife was greatly celebrated for its {pices, and in 
this refpect Ceylon may be faid to rival it, for it produces not only ginger, 


STANZA XXV. 
Pugnavimus enfibus, 
Hoc ridere me facit femper 
Quod Balderi patris feamna 
Parata fcio in aula. 
Bibimus cerevifiam 
Ex concavis crateribus craniorum: 
Non gemit vir fortis contra mortem 
Maguifici in Odini domibus, 
Non venio defperabundus 
Verbis ad Othini aulam. 


STANZA XXKIX. 


Fert animus finire, 
Invitant me Dyfe | 
Quas ex Odini aula 
Othinus mihi mific 

Lztus cerevifiam cum Afis 
In fumma fede bibam, 
Vite elapfe funt hore, 
Ridens moriar. 


* Eft in fina Gangetico, Narfinge regno adverfa, Ceylon, novem regnis diftinéta, antiquis 
| Taprobana dicta, CLUVERIS Geoprap. lid. Ve 
| pepper 
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1755. pepper* and cardamoms, but cinnamon alfo, and the fineft in the world. 
~ Again, Taprobana is {aid to have abounded with precious ftones; fo does 


Ceylon +3 and its rubies, topazes, and fapphires in particular are reckoned 
the beft in the Eaf Indies. Taprobana is celebrated for its great fertility, 
and in this Ceylon is not at all behind it, for from the luxuriance of the 
foil, they have five kinds of rice which ripen one after another. From 


all the above circumftances fo exactly tallying with each other, we are led 
to conclude, that the ifland now called Cvy/on, was the famous Taprobana ot 


the antients. 


* The pepper grows ‘here like our hops, fupported by pales; the leaves are of the thape 
of a common plantain, about four inches wide, and the flowers are very like the ftem and 
feed of that plant; but when the pepper fills, it appears like a large bunch of fmall grapes 
as they lie very clofe to the ftem. One of thefe, accompanies the leaf on the fame italk. 


+ Nec verd ex nomine folo, verum etiam ex gemmis & pad Sagar grandioribus, alifque 
qua de Taprobane veteres tradunt, precipué verd ex fitu, Zeilan efle antiquum Taprodanes 


apparet, Henr. STEPHAN! ia Dionyfium Commentarius. 
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C H A P._ VI. 


The fquadron leaves Trinconomale, and arrives at Fort St. David; is driven 
out to fea, but returns fafe to the road.—The Admiral makes an excurfion 
to Chilambaram. ~—- Manner of travelling in India. —Defcription of the 
famous Pagoda at Chilambaram.—Mr. Watfon receives his Majefty’s com- 
miffion appointing him Rear-admiral of the Red.—Mahomed-Ally, Nabod 
of Arcot, arrives in the neighbourhood of Fort St. David.—He is vifited 
by the admiral, &c.—He returns the admirals vifit, the manner of his 
reception on board the fleet. — Account of fome particular Indian cuftoms 
on that occafion.—<Account of the land-wind, and its violent effects. 


HIE fquadron having fpent near three weeks at Ceylon in wooding, 

watering, and cleaning, on the roth of May, the admiral, commodore, 
and all the captains went on fhore to take leave of the governor; and the 
next morning, we failed with the whole fleet from Yrinconomale, and 
on the 14th caft anchor in Fort St. David’s road. But in a few days 
after, we began to be fenfible that our anxiety for leaving Trin- 
conomale in order to return again upon the coaft, (the fcene of action) had 
occafioned us to be there too foon; for unluckily the sonfoon did not 
change till after our arrival; and when it did, it blew with fo much 
violence, that we foon defpaired of riding out the ftorm. Therefore, 
on the 24th of May all the fhips were obliged to put to fea, but returned 
again to St, David’s road on the 31ft, without having received any material 
damage *. 


The 


- 


* The 8. W. monfoon is commonly called the Uistle monfoon, hecaufe the ftorms attending 
if, are not in general fo fevere, as thofe in the autumn feafon; but ever iince the deftruction 
of part of Admiral Bo/cawen’s {quadron, which happened at this time of the year, the Engli/e 
cannot be too fearful of its confequences. 

The following copy of a letter to me, though of an old date, from Lieutenant James 
Alms of the navy, (now commander of his majefty’s fhip the Montreal) cannot be unacceptable 
to the reader, as it is pertinent to the fubjet of this vernal monfoon, and as it contains 
the only particular and authentic account that ever was publifhed of the lofs of his ma- 
jetty’s thip the Namur of 74 puns, and upwards of 500 choice feamen, who perifhed on this 
cecafion: Mr. Alms’s probity as a man, and courage and ability as a fea officer, are well known 
both in England and the Zaf Indies. Per 
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The Admiral, Commodore Pocock, and Captain Knowler, happened to 
' be on fhore at the time the gale came on, and during the whole of its 
continuance, were much more agreeably engaged in a little excurfion they 
made to Deve-Cotab, and the famous Pagoda of Chilambaram. They were 
accompanied by Lieutenant Carnac, Mr. Doidge the Admiral’s fecretary,. 
and Mr. Cobbe, who gave me the following agreeable relation of their tour. 


‘ Our retinue confifted of two fets of Palanquin-boys for each perfon; 


Dubafb-boys, 20 Peons, a great number of Cooleys to carry the tent baggage, . 
tables, 


“© We were at anchor in the Namur, in Fort 81. David’s road, Thurfday April 13th 1749, 
In the morning it blew frefh. Wind N. E.—N. E. by E. At noon we veered away ta a 
cable and a half on the fmall bower. T'rom 1 to 4 o’clock, we were employed in fetting 
up the lower rigging. Hard gales and fqually, with a very great fea. At 6 o'clock rode 
very well. At half an hour after, had four feet water in the hold. Immediately we 
cut the fmall bower cable, and ftood to fea under our courfes. The fhip laid out S. E. 
and S. E. by S. Our mate who cut the cable was up to his waift in water at the bitts.. 
At half paft feven, we had fix feet water in the hold, when we hauled up cur courfes, and 
hove overboard moft of our upper, and al] the quarter-deck guns to leeward. By three 
quarters after eight, the water was up to our orlop gratings, and there was a great quantity: 
between decks, fo that the thip was water-log’d. ‘hen we cut away all the malts, by. 
which the fhip righted. At the fame time we manned the pump, bailed, and foon per- 
ceived that we gained upon the fhip, which put us in great fpirits. A little after nine 
o’clock, we founded, and found ourfelves. in nine fathom water. The matter. called to cut: 
away the -fheet-anchor, which was done immediately, and we veered away to a little better 
than acable, but before fhe came head to the fea, fhe parted at the chefs tree. By this 
time it blew an hurricane! You may eafier conceive, than I deferibe, what a difmal,. 
melancholy fcene now prefented itfelf. ‘The fhrieking, cries, lamentations, raving, defpair,. 
of above five hundred poor wretches verging on the brink of eternity! 

I had prefence of mind however to confider, that the God All-mighty was alfo the God Al/- 
merciful, with the comfortable refleétion and hope, that [had ever put my whole truft in him. 
I then made a fhort prayer for his protection, and jumped over-board. The water at that. 
time was up to the gratings on the poop, from whence I leaped. ‘The firft thing I grafped. 
was a capitan.bar: from which, in company with feven more, I got to the David, but in 
lefs than an hour, I had the melancholy fight to fee them all wafhed away, and myfelf 
remained alone upon it, almoft {pent. I had now been above two hours in the water, when,. 
to my unfpeakable joy, I faw a large raft with a great many men driving towards me;, 
when it came near, I quitted the David, and with much difhculty fwam to, and by the 
affiftance of one of our quarter-gunners, got upon it. The raft proved to be the Namur’s 
booms, As foon as we were able, we lafhed the booms clofer together, and faftened a. 

lank acrofs; and: by this means made a good Catamaran.—It was by this time one o’clock 
in the morning. Soon after that, the feas were fo mountainous as to turn our machine: 
upfide down, but providentially with the lofs only of one man. 

About four o’clock we ftruck grouad with the booms, and in a very little while, all that 
furvived got on fhore. After having returned God thanks for his almoft miraculous good- 
nefs towards us, we took each other by the hand (for it was not yet day), and trufting ftill. 
in the divine providence for proteétion, we walked forwards to find fome place to fhelter us. 
from the inclemency of the weather, for the fpot where we landed afforded nothing but 
fand. When-we had walked about for a whole hour, but to no manner of purpofe, we 
returned back to the place where we had left our Catamaran, and to our no fmall uneafinefs. 
found it gone. Day-light appeared foon after, when we found ourfelves on a fandy bank 
a little to the fouthward of Porto-Novo; and as there was a river running between us and 
this Dutch fettlement, we were under a neceflity of fording it, and foon afterwards arrived. 
at Porto-Nowo, where we were received with much hofpitality.. 
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tables, ftools, liquors, and provifions ; one or two Hircars *, one Havildab +, 
and a company of Sepoys, by way of body-guard. So that our whole 
train confifted of near 200 perfons. The firft night we reached Porto- 
Nove, where we encamped. The next day we got to Deve-Cotab. Mr. 
Hopkins the chief, having received fome previous notice of our coming, 
met us upon the road with another company of Sepoys; and becaule the 
weather was fo bad as to prevent our proceeding in our journey, he 
entertained us for three days at his own houfe in the moft friendly 


manner. 


Deve-Cotah is a {mall fettlement belonging to the Englifh Eaft India 
company, and was taken from the king of Tanjour by Major Lawrence 
in the year 1749. It is but weakly fortitied ; and indeed the only rea- 
fon that induces them to hold it, is, becaufe it is a fort of key to all 
the Yanjour country. Here we continued till the weather became more 
favourable, when we again fet out upon our journey, and having croffed 
one branch of the Coleroon, we on the fame night reached a Cboltre 
within a few miles of that river. A Choltre is not much unlike a large 
fummer-houfe, and in general is little more than a bare covering from the 
inclemency of the weather. Some few indeed are more fpacious, and are 
alfo endowed with a falary to fupport a fervant or two, whofe bufinefs 
is to furnifh all paffengers with a certain quantity of rice and frefh water. 
They are all of them built at the expence of private perfons; for as it isa 
fundamental law in .this country, that every individual fhall do fomething 
towards the benefit of the whole community, fo they are fure exactly to 
fulfil it, according to their refpective abilities. One man therefore plants 
a tope or grove, a fecond digs a ¢ank or large pond, another repairs a 


From our firft landing to our arrival at Porto-Novo, we loft four of our companions ; 
two at the place where we were driven on fhore, and two incrofling the river. After 
we had fufficiently refrefhed ourfelves at Porto-Novo, the chief there was fo obliging as to 
accommodate me with an horfe and guide to carry me to Fort St. David, where | arrived 
about noon the day following, and immediately waited upon the admiral, who reccived 
me very kindly indeed ; but fo exceflive was the concern of that great and good man for the 
lofs of fo many poor fouls, that he could not find utterance for thofe qucftions he appeared 
Gelirous of afking me concerning the particulars of our difafter. 

Till I reached Porto-Novo you beheld me fhipwrecked and naked: I muft iS repeat 
it, that the Dutch received, refrefhed, and kindly conveyed me to my truly honourable 
patron; through whofe goodnefs and humanity, I am not only cloathed and comforted, 


but alfo made lieutenant of the Syrea, from which fhip I date this letter. 
Iam, &c. 


James Aus. 


P. S. There were only 23 of us faved from the wreck, 20 of whom came on fhore on the 
booms.” 


* Hircars, commonly fignify fpies, here meffengers. 


t+ An officer of Sepoys, of the rank of a ferjeant. 
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1755 road, whilft a fourth builds a cholfre, or perhaps a pagoda. Thefe ftruc- 

' tures are ever afterwards looked upon as the property of the public, and 

the founder of either of them is as much cried up in this country for his 

humanity and munificence, as any perfon in England is for erecting an 
hofpital or an infirmary. 


The method of travelling in this part of the world is very fingular, and 
therefore worthy of notice. 


As the roads are not furnifhed with inns, you are obliged to carry 
moft of your provifions with you, and all the implements to drefs it. To 
your Cocleys or fervants, whom you hire for this purpofe, you pay fo 
much by the day, and they find themfelves in victuals. Their chief food 
is rice, and their drink ftoddy, both of which are eafily to be procured in 
any part of the country, and at a reafonable price. The Cooleys -are very 
extraordinary fellows for bearing fatigue; and are very little impatient either 
of hunger or thirft. Their commoa rate of travelling is four miles an 
hour, and I have known them walk four-and-twenty hours without once 
breaking their faft. As people in this part of the world always travel in 
large companies, it feldom happens that the whole caravan arrives at the 
place of deftination at the fame time. It is the cuftom therefore for thofe 
who get in firft, to make the neceffary preparations for the reception of 
fuch who are behind. The making a fire for dreffing the victuals, 1s 
always the firft thing done, for which purpofe fome are immediately fent- 
out to pick up fticks, whilft others are as neceffarily employed in mixing 
the ingredients for making punch, &c, 


One of the greateft inconveniencies attending a traveller, is the difficulty 
of his getting a draught of water from any of the natives, fhould he chance 
to go on fafter than the Cooleys who carry his utenfils. Among the higher 
cafis, 1 have known their fuperftition carried fo far in this refpedct, as to 
infift on all Europeans lying upon their backs, while the water is poured 
into their mouths, left they fhould defile the veffel by the touch of either 
their hands or lips. Upon the whole, though the method of travelling 
in India is not a little inconvenient to ftrangers.; yet 1 muft be owned,, 
that the many ridiculous fhifts they are neceffarily put to, and the feveral 
laughable occurrences which happen upon fuch occafions, more than com- 
penfate for the lofs of better accommodations. _— 


After having paffed a very merry evening at this choltre, every man be- 
took himfelf to his palanguin as a bed, while all our attendants flept around 
ws. And it muft be confeffed, that except when they have drank too 
deeply of the fermented soddy, or ftupified their brain with dang and beete} 
zut, thefe fellows are very vigilant, and will wake with the leaft noife or 
difturbance. Next morning. before fun-rife, we refumed our march, and 
‘went on without any impediment till we got to another branch. of the 
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Coleroon, which was fo much {welled by the late rains, that for the prefent 1755+ 
it was judged impaffable. We were now within little more than gun-fhot 
of Chilambaram, and thercfore were very unwilling to turn back, after 
having taken fo much pains, Our Harcar prefently relieved us from our 
anxiety, by affuring us, that we fhould be able to ford the ftream in lefs 
than two hours, for he well knew that the tide had a great influence on 
this river, and he added, that it was nowon the ebb, This intelligence 
gave us all great pleafure; therefore we made no difficulty of putting into 
the next choltre, and there with great content we fat down to break faft. 
During our ftay at this choltre, we had Icifure to examine the feveral 
travellers, who had poffeffion of it before our arrival. They chiefly con- 
fitted of thofe remarkable pilgrims, who come from the kingdom of Bengal, 
and carry about with them veflels filled with the water of the Gages, which 
is faid to have been confecrated by the ancient Brachmans, and at this 
time is fuppofed to perform many miraculous cures. What truth there is 
in it, | cannot pretend to fay; burt this is certain, that almoft the whole 
life of theje poor creatures is fpent in this kind of pilgrimage, and there 
are many families in Bengal, whofe fole dependence is the carrying about 
this facred water to the feveral Brahmins in the fouthern part of Jndfa, who 
again difpofe of it among their refpective difciples. It is a common faying, 
that there are cheats in all profeffions; and for forme time we had reafon 
to fufpect it here. For upon our offering a large fum of money for 
one of their veffels, a certain old woman in the company began to hften 
to the propoial, and looked rather with a wifhful eye upon the gold which 
we held in our hands. On this a general clamour and uproar arofe among 
the reft, which had fuch an effect upon the old woman, that, whatever 
her intention might have been, fhe burit into a flood of tears, which put 
an end to our offering her any farther temptation. 


In about two hours we plainly perceived that the ebb was made; and 
feeing at the fame time an herdfman with a drove of cattle paffing over, 
we were induced to try the fame experiment, and fucceeded in it without 


any difficulty. 


We had no fooner got into the town of Chilambaram, but Mr. Carnae 
fat down on the bank of the river, and wrote a letter to Mont. Ville Nove 
the commandant, refiding at this famous pagoda, acquainting him with 
Mr. Watfon’s arrival, and that the whole party were defirous of making 
him a vifit. To which he immediately returned an anfwer, that ‘* We did 
him a great deal of honour, and hoped that we would come in fans cere- 
monic.” Monf. Ville Nove was only a lieutenant in the French fervice, but 
a very geniecl, well bred man. He entertained us with all the politenefs 
of his country. After dinner we drank their Britannic and Mof Chriftian 
Majefty’s health’s, good fuccefs to each of our Eat India compar.ies alfairs 3 


and the ladies at Madra/s and Pondicherry. Our flay here was not a 
7 ; | ve 
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1765, five hours, rather too fhort to make any remarks upon the place; 
———— I remember I will briefly fet down. 


but what 


Chilambaram Pagoda is one of the largeft in all India. It was once in 
the poffeffion of the Englifo, who neglecting it too much, entrufted the 
defence of it to only a ferjeant and twelve men. The French taking 
advantage of this, made a fudden attack upon it, and took it with great 
eafe. Irs walls and gateways are ftrong and well-built. On the third 
inner wall are four fubftantial towers, curioufly wrought with figures of 
eods and pegeds, and very much refembling the weft end of our cathedrals. 
In the middle court or fquare is a very large tank of water, which ts com- 
mon in this country, and is ufed for bodily purification. It has a great 
number of little pagodas or chapels round it. The paintings are but 
indifferent, and conhtt of {trange prepofterous figures. “Towards the upper 
end, there is a dark repofitory, where they keep their Stoamme, that is 
their chief god. The Lreach indulge the Jidians with full liberty of com- 
ing hither to perform the duties of their religion, and never in the leaft 
interrupt them. This indulgence, by the bye, brings in no fmall gain to 
the craftsmen; for as this place is a kind of Mecca, where all perfons 
are obliged once in their lives to come and pay their devotions, fo the pil- 
grins are always makimg the French confiderable prefents for granting them 
this toleration. However, the prefent grand remains of the pageda at Chil- 
ambaram, are very well worth a traveller’s obfervation, as they convey to 
the mind a very clear and diftinét idea of its former magnificence.” 


Not many weeks after Mr. Wat/on’s return from his excurfion to Chilam- 
baram, he had the fatisfaction to receive his majefty’s commiffion, promoting 
him to the rank of Rear-admiral of the Red, and he accordingly hoifted the 
red flag at the mizen-top-maft head: and at the fame time Mr. Pocock (to 
the very great pleafure of the admiral, and of every other gentleman of 
the fquadron) hoifted the white flag on the fame maft-head on board the 
Cumberland. The promotion of thefe two gallant officers gave grear 
fatisfaction not only to the officers in the marine department, but to thofe 
of the king’s troops, and the company’s land forces, to all of whom our 
two admirals had carried themfelves with fo much affability and politenefs, 
that they ftood very high in their affection and efteem. Such an harmony 
and good underftanding prevailed among the feveral branches of military 
gentlemen in this part of the world, as promifed the fureft hopes of fuccefs, 


fhould an opportunity offer of attacking the enemy. 


_ Whilft our fquadron lay at Fort St. David, Manomep-Atty, Nabob of 
Arcot (in whofe intereft we were engaged) arrived in that neighbourhood. 
As foon as he drew near the boundaries, Colonel Adlercron, with a captain’s 
guard, immediately waited upon him; as did the fame day Mr. Starke, 
the deputy governor of St. David, and his whole council, The ‘next 


aogning the admirals Wat/on and Pocock, with the feveral captains, lieu- 
’ tenants, 
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tenants, and midfhipmen of the fquadron, made him a vifit; Admiral 1455, 
Watfon having firft given him notice of their intention, and the Nadod in —<~— 
return fending word that he was ready to receive them. The ceremonial 
obferved upon this oceafion, was, the admirals, captains, and lieutenants 
were carried in palanquins two and two a-breaft. The number of midthip- 
men indeed was fo great, that no palanquins could be got for them; they 
therefore walked on foot, four and four a-breaft, at the head of the palan- 
guins, dreffed in their uniforms, and with their fwords. The admiral’s 
fecretary, chaplain, and a few other ftaff-officers of the fquadron, clofed 
the proceffion. At their coming within a fmall diftance of the Nadod’s 
camp, they were met by his captain-general, who was fent out in compli- 
ment to the admiral, and who prefently conducted him to the Nadcb’s tent ; 
at the entrance of which he ftood, and received Mr. Wat/on with great 
politenefs, embracing him at the fame time in his arms. The admiral 
immediately prefented to him his brother officer Mr. Pocock, and after him, 
the captains, lieutenants, and midfhipmen, acquainting the Nabod, as he 
received them feverally to his embraces, in what characters they ftood. 
When this firft ceremony was over, the Nalob fhewed them the feveral 
apartments of his tent. He placed Admiral Watfon on a wool-pack, 
which made his feat fomewhat more raifed than the reft. At Mr. %at/on’s 
Jeft hand Mr. Pocock was feated; and to the left of him the captains, licu- 
tenants, €@c. On the admiral’s right hand, the Nadcb placed himfelf, and. 
next him were ranged in order the feveral officers of his court. 


- 


The Nabod was between thirty and forty years of age, and of a middle 
ftature. His complexion was much lighter than that of the common 
Indian. His drefs was entirely white, and confifted of a long robe or veft- 
ment which reached down to his heels. His turban was alfo. white, and 
quite plain. In fhort, he had no other mark of diftinétion about him, but 
that of a truly majeftic countenance, tempered with a great deal of plea- 
fantnefs and good-nature. The admiral (by means of an interpreter) con- 
gratulated the Nabod on his feeing him in fuch good health, and affured him 
that he was particularly happy in having this opportunity of paying him 
perfonally thofe marks of friendfhip and efteem which he had long enter- 
tained for him, on account of his excellent character. To this compliment 
of the admiral’s, the Nabob made avery handfome reply. Mr. Watf.n after- 
wards rejoined, that ‘* he was extremely concerned for the calamities which 
the Nabob’s country had experienced in the late war; but he hoped better 
times were now coming on, which would more than compenfate for all paft 
misfortunes.” The Naéod in the eaftern ftile replied, “It is true, fir, that I 
have fuffered much, but the remembrance of thofe troubles 1s no more; 
the heavens have made me ample amends for all thofe misfortunes in the 
honour I receive from your vifit.” Mr. #atfon, with a heart full of honefty, 
and.with a countenance which fpoke the fincerity of his foul, affured him, that 
“ the thing he moft paffionately wifhed for, was an occafion to do him 


fervice ; and that it was principally for this purpofe, the king his a 
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had fent him with his fquadron into the Indian feas.” The Nabveb appeared 


‘greatly pleafed with the franknefs of this declaration, and immediately 


turning to the feveral officers of his court, he repeated to them the admi- 
ral’s words, and they too, upon hearing them, did not fail to participate 


in the joy of their matter. 


The Nabed, upon this occafion, ordered a rich perfume of what 1s called 
the Otta of rofes to be brought to him, a few drops of which, he put into 
his hand, and having himlelf opened the bofom of Mr. Wat/on’s fhirt, he 
rubbed the fame over the admural’s breaft. This was intended as the 
highett honour he could confer upon him. He afterwards di} the fame to 
Adusiral Pocock, and his Bukh/oi, or treafurer, performed the like ceremony 
on all the other officers: Beete/-mut and chunam were then moit plennfully 
dhitributed, and fhowers of rofe-water fell upon all. Mahomed-Ally then 
folicited Mr. Watfon to give him leave to make him a prefent, which the 
latter nobly declined, repeating to him, that “ the king of Great Britain 
had fent him thither to do the Nadcb fervice, and to fecure to him his 
country from the attacks of all his enemies; which commiffion he would 
always execute with fidelity, but could never think of diftrefling him by 
accepting prefents, which he very well knew: in the prefent circumftances 
of things could be but all fpared.” He concluded, with “ defiring him 
always to look upon him as his fincere well-wifher, who would be glad to 
fhew him thofe real marks of friendfhip which his king and countrymen 
had for him, and of the attention which they paid to his interefts.” 
The Nabob appeared extremely furprized at this uncommon ftrain of 
generofity in the admiral, though at the fame time he could not be dif- 
pleafed with it. They parted foon after, exchanging a more familiar embrace, 
than what they had given each other at their firlt meeting. Mr. Watjon 
returned to the fort with his whole company, which confifted of about an 
hundred perfons, and all had the honour of dining with him. 


The day following, Captain Haflup, a brave and experienced officer, and 
commandant of his majefty’s artillery, waited upon the Nabod, accompanied 
with almoft all the other officers in that department. And they all met with a 
moft gracious reception. The Nadcé foon returned thefe feveral complimem 
tary vilits, paying them in the order his own judgment beft directed him ,; 
viz. to the admirals, colonel, governor, and commanding officer of the 


train. 


Y 


In the vifit which he made’ to the two admirals, he came from his camp 
to within a {mall diftance of the fort, feated on the back of an elephant. . 
He was accompanied by two moft beautiful boys, his fons, who rode 
on the fame animal, and whom he afterwards introduced to the admirals. 
Nine other Elephants were loaded with his grandees, domettics, and band 
of mufic. His train confifted of ten or twelve camels, befides three or 


four hundred horfes, five or fx thouland Sepoys, and perhaps ten thoufand 
7 ? Cooleys 
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cooleys and fpectators. As foon as he came near the fort, he alighted 1755. 
from his elephant, and then got into his palanguin, which was the richett ““— 
Lever faw; the Pinjeree, bed and cufhions, being embroidered and inlaid 
with gold. The admirals met him at the entrance of the fort, and as 
they were now well acquainted, they familiarly embraced him, and led him 
up the ftairs into the great room defigned for his reception; where he was 
placed between them on a feat, covered with crimfon-velvet cufhions, 
embroidered with gold. One very remarkable circurnftance happened 
on this occafion; Mr. Cobde, at the admiral’s requeft, had put on his 
canonical drefs, and the Neéob perceiving that he was uncommonly 
attired, feemed very defirous of knowing who he was. Upon being 
informed that he was the admiral’s chaplain, he made him a fecond 
yalaam, and defired much that his own Faguier * might be introduced 
to him; who entered prefently afterwards, quite in the apoftolic habit. 
He had a kind of white cloth that went round his loins, and another of a 
coarfer fort flung carelefsly over one fhoulder. He had no turban, and his 
hair was tied ina knot behind, while his beard hung down almoft to his 
middle. He wore a fort of fandals on his feet, and Joofe iron chains about 
his legs. But exclufive of his extraordinary habit and appearance, he had 
fomething very wild and ftaring in his looks; and indeed none are admitted 
into this particular order, without having manifefted fome degree of enthu- 
fiaim and madnefs. The two holy men congratulated each other on their 
re{pective office, and then feated themfelves with the refi of the company. 
The Nabob was faluted by the guns of the fort; and all the officers and 
troops of the garrifon were under arms upon the occafion. The feveral 
fhips of the fquadron Jikewife fired, upon a certain fignal being given 
to them trom the fort. Vhe Nadcd attenuvely cyed thefe lafl, and feemed 
much pleafed with the view of them, though they lay at their anchors 
at the diftance of at leaft three miles. Mr. //atfor gave the Nabod an uivi- 
tation to go on board the {quadron, which he at that time declined, 
by reafon (as we imagined) of the furf of the fea, which in general 
is very rough here. Fide defired however, that the curiofity of his generals 
and fome other of his grandees might be gratiticd with a nearer view oi 
the fhips; accordingly, attended by fome of our officers, they went on 
board immediately. While they were vifiung the feveral fhins of the 
fquadron, the Nadcbh took his leave of the admirals, and directed his 
courfe to the water-fide, where he had ordered his tents to be pitched, 
that he might the more conveniently dine > there, and entertain hinielf 





" Faquier or Fakir in the Arabian tongue fignifies a mendicant monk, ‘This is a par- 
ticular prieftly order, of a mortifying cait, who make a vow of poverty, ind live catirely 
on the charity of others, ! 


+ The Indian cufloms differ fo much from our’s in regard to eating, that it was impof- 
fibie for the admiral to afk the Nabcd to dine with him. 
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with the fea profpedt. After dinner he returned Colonel Adlercron’s and 


‘ the governor's vifits, and the next day that of captain Haflup. When his 


gencrals and other grandees returned from the fleet, they gave him fo pleaf- 
ing an account, that he refolved to 6° on board himfelf ; and accordingly 
having fignified his defire to the admiral, the latter appointed the next 


morning for attending him to the Kené. 


The Nabod accordingly came, and paffed through the fwell in the boat, 
with the greateft unconcern, and after he got on board, heard the fhip falute 
him without any furprize or emotion at the noife. Admiral Wat/on led 
him by the hand to every part of the veffel. He was very inquifitive, 
and made many pertinent remarks on fo vaft, fo curious, and wonderful 
a machine, but above all other things, the lower deck battery, which 
confifted of 28 guns, carrying balls of 32 pounds, ftruck him with afto- 
nifhment: the admiral perceiving this, ordered the gunner to exercife a 
few of the cannon asin the time of an engagement. ‘The Nadod appeared 
oreatly pleafed with this, and the other different manauvres within the 
hip; and afterwards retiring to the great cabbin, the admiral told him, he 
would now give him a-view of a man of war under fail, and accordingly 
threw out the Tyger’s fignal to chace to windward. Captain Latham, 
having had previous notice of the admiral’s intention, immediately flipped 
his cable, fet his fails, and worked to windward; and as he paffed the 
Kent’s ftern, faluted the Nadod with his cénnon. This added greatly to 
the fatisfaction he had before felt, and he expreffed himfelf thoroughly 
fenfible of the honour that had been done him. After he had thus avree- 
ably fpent three or four hours on board the Kent, he moved for going 
afhore. Both the admirals accompanied him, and on his leaving the fhip, 
the whole fquadron fired together. ‘The yards were manned at the fame 
time, and the failors gave three hearty cheers. This general acclamation 
gave the Natob a particular pleafure, and he ordered the interpreter to 
tell the admiral it was “‘truly war-hke.” The admirals waited upon the 
Nabod to his tent, where they parted, after exchanging reciprocal profeffions 
of friendfhip and eftcem for each other *. | 


Upon the admirals being firft introduced to the Nadod, they were by 
fome perfons given to underftand, that it would be expected they fhould fend 


.in prefents, and pull off their fhoes at entering his tent. Both thefe are ftridly 


and truly the cuftoms ofthe Eaff, and from the earlieft ages have prevailed 
among the oriental nations ; and the Jadians always infift upon them; but as 
Mr. Watfon reprefented his Brittannic majelty, neither of thefe humiliating 
ceremonies was fubmitted to by him or his company. The prefent made 
upon thefe complimentary occafions is a mere trifle, for an orange or lemon 
never fails to gain admittance. Two or three fndian gentlemen coming 
one day on board the Keat, they, agreeable to this cuftom, prefented every 


* Soon after the exchange of thefe vifits, the author wrote an account of them to a friend 


in England; an imperfect copy of which foon appeared in one of the monthly magazines. 
| officer 
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‘officer On the quarter-deck with a lime, before they prefumed to look into 
any of the cabbins or apartments of the fhip. But when they approach 
a great perfon for a favour, it is ufual to bring prefents of the richeft and 
moft valuable things of the country: thus the Magi who came from the 
eaft to vifit our Saviour, it is faid ‘opened their treafures and prefented to 
** him gifts, gold and frankincenfe and myrrh.” As for the other cuftom, 
the pulling off the fhoes very much prevails now throughout the eaft, 
more particularly when the Mabometans enter their Mo/ques, and the 
Gentoos their Pagodas. Probably they derived this cuftom from the divine 
command given unto Mofes in the 3d chapter of the book of Exodus: 
“¢ Put off thy fhoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou ftandett 
“is holy ground.” Let me add, that in this country we fee as many 
flippers and fandals at the doors of a Pageda, as we do hats hanging up 
in our churches: and your Indian fervants never even enter your room with 
their fhoes on, if they have a mind to fhew mafter any refpect. 


There ftill remains another cuftom which comes properly to be noticed 
here, and which is very common in this country, the fending for a fet of 
women, who are called dancing girls, wpon every joyful occafion. We 
engaged a fet of them upon the day the Nabob returned Mr. Wat/fon's 
vifit. I could not fee any thing in their performance worthy of notice. 
Their movements are more like tumbling, or fhewing poftures, than dancing. 
Their drefs is thin and light, and their hair, necks, ears, arms, writts, 
fingers, legs, feet, and even the toes are covered with rings of gold and filver, 
made afteraclumly manner. They wear two rings in their nofes, and by their 
ftaring looks and odd gefticulations, you would rather fufpect them to be 
mad-women than morris-dancers. The band of mufic that attends them is 
not lefs fingular in its way: itis chiefly compofed of three or four men, who 
hold two pieces of bell-metal in their hands, with which they make an incef- 
fant noile ; another man beats what he is pleafed to call a drum; and that 
they may not want vocal mufic to complete the band, there are always two 
others appointed to fing. Thefe Jaft generally lay in their mouths a good 
loading of beetel-nut before they begin, which after having been well- 
chewed, tinges the faliva with fuch a rednefs, that a ftranger would judge 
them to bleed at the mouth by too violent an exertion of their voice. 
Thefe gentry are called Ticky-Taw boys, from the two words Ticky Taw which 
they continually repeat, and which they chant with great vehemence. 


The dancing girls are fometimes npade ufe of in their religious ceremonies, 
as when the priefts bring forth the images of their gods into the open fields 
ona car ornamented with lafcivious figures, thefe girls dance before the images 
amidft a great crowd of people ; * and having been felected for their fuperior 
beauty, are very profitable to their mafters the priefts, who are faid to 


* « And David danced before the Lord with all his might, and was girded with a linnen 

‘© ephod; fo David and all the houle of [/rae/ brought up the ark of the Lord with fhouting, 
& and with tie found of the trumpet.” 2 Sam, vi. 14. 18 
L 2 proftitute 
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railed by thefe winds *. 
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proftitute them to all comers. They will tell you indeed thatafeir god 
firft debauched them upon account of their beawty, and that ‘ever after 


they muft remain facred to the ebarch. 


During our ftay this time at Fort St. David, a very melancholy accident 
happened to fome of our people, for the Kent’s boat in trying-€6 get over 
the bar, was overfet by the violence of the wind and furf, aid a young 


‘gentleman who was a midfhipman and relation of Admiral Pocock’s, the mafter- 


carpenter, captain’s clerk, and two other men, were unfortunately drowned. 


‘Vhis misfortune was entirely owing to their making ufe of their own boar, 


inflead of the common bar-boat, which is.muech better calculated for this 
particular purpofe. a 


I fhall finifh this chapter with a fhort account of the caufe and violent 
efeéts of the Jand-wind, which in the fouthern parts of India blows for 
two or three hours in the morning with an heat that is almoft intolerable. 
As to the caufe, we may fpare ourfelves the pains of enquiry, if we only 
look on a map of the continent of India, and obferve, what a vaft traéct 
of land this wind comes over, fome hundred miles of which are fand, 
which neceffarily muft give the wind every burning quality long before 
it reaches the Coromandel coaft. That this is the grand caufe of this 
common phcenomenon, is very manifeft whenever a fhower of rain falls 


at the time this land-wind prevails; for if the wind in its way towards you, 


chances to pafs through the fhower, you are fure to find the air agreeably 
cool, even though the day be ever fo clear, and the fun fhines in its meri- 
dian luftre ; whereas they who live only at the diftance of a few miles 
from you, but out of the direét Jine where the fhower paffed, fhall at the 
Jame time be fainting under the ufual exceffive heat. Very many and 


great inconveniencies arife from thefe winds. It is afirmed with confidence, 


that they will fnap glafs, if too much expofed to them. I have feen them 
{trip off the fineering from a cheft of drawers, and they will certainly crack 
and chap almoft every wood that is not well feafoned. Another great 


inconvenience arifing from thefe land-winds, is the whirling of the fand 


in one’s eyes: the air is fo full of fand, that there appears a perpetual 
hazinefs the whole day juft above the horizon. And when thefe winds 
blow with more than ordinary violence, great quantities of fand may be 
{wept from the decks of the fhips riding in the road, though near three 
miles from the land. This abundantly convinced me of the truth of that 
furprizing circum{tance mentioned by the ancient hiftorians, of whole 
armies being buried under the mountains of fand, which are fometimes 


« 


f e e e 
* But befides the inconveniencies I have already mentioned, thefe lJand- 
-winds have another quality which delerves particular notice; and that 


* Ad Ammonis nobilifimum templum expugnandum, exercitum mittit; qui tempeltatibuas 
& arenarum molibus oppreffus, interiit. Jusrini, 46.1. cap. ix. 
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is, the baneful effect they have on any perfon they blow upon, while 
he ts fleeptng. The confequence of this is always dangerous, as it feldom ' 
fails to bring on a fit of the Barbiers + (as it is called in this country), 
that is, a total deprivation of the ufe of the limbs, which the patient never 
gets the better of till he returns to England, or is braced up by fome 
other climmee.y¥ The method:our gentlemen make ufé of to cool their 
liquors, . ts ta wrap a wet cloth reund the bottle, and fet it in the Jand-wind. 
And what is very remarkable, it will cool much fooner by being expofed 
thus to this burning wind, than if you take the fame method, and fet it 


in the cold fea-breeze. 


1755- 


+ Sce Dr. Lind’s treatife on the difeafes incidental to Europeans in hot. countries, 
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The fquadron leaves Fort St. David, and comes to an anchor in Madapés read.— 
Sails again for Bombay.—The jhips proceed againft Geriahi-wAgcount of 
the attack and furrender of that fortrefs; and of the cannon, fipres, monies, 

and valuable effets found there.—Admiral Watlon pays a vit to Angria’s 
wives and children. — His humanity towards them..— Lift of Europeans 
redeemed from flavery.—Defcription of a Mahomedan Talifman found in 
Aneria’s boufe. , 


N the morning of the 19th of Auguft 1755, we once more took our leave 
of Fort St. David, and the fame evening came to an anchor with the 
whole fquadron in Madra/s road*. Atthe fame time, Commodore James in 
the Proteéior, who commanded the company’s marine force in India, and had 
come round to this coaft after his expedition and fuccefs againit Augriat-, (com- 
monly called the Pirate, ) failed for Bombay. It being the time of the contrary 
monfoon, he proceeded by the fouthern paffage which he himfelf had happily 
explored the year before, and accomplifhed in forty days, alchough obliged 
to crofs the equinoctial line, and to advance as far as 10° 30’ fouth latitude, 
for the advantage of having the S. E. trade-wind frefh and certain to run to 
the weftward. This difcovery is of important and general benefit to navi- 
gation, Mr. ‘ames having proved the paffage to be, in the height of the con- 
trary monfoon, very practicable, and not long; as it may be performed in 
little more than one of the fix months that the contrary monfoons blow on 
the Malabar coaft, and which till now had rendered the communication by 
fea between the prefidencies on the coa{ts of Malabar and Coromandel almott 
impracticable till the change. But befides its great importance to navigation, 


the difcovery is of effential fervice to the company; for fhould Bombay be 


* « In working up from Fort St. David to Madra/s, if during the N. E. monfoon, the moft certain 
and expeditious method is to ftretch about 20 leagues to fea before you fland in for the land. 
I know an inftance of two fhips of war failing together from Fort St. David, one of which 
never flood farther than about 6 or 7 leagues from the land, and was 14 days in her paflage 
to Madrafs; but the other, by the forementioned method, performed it in 4 days. So in 
working to windward on this coaft in the S. W. monfoon, fhips fhould he clofe in with the 
land about fix o’clock in the evening to make advantage of the land-wind; and fhould be well 
off fhore between 11 and 12 o’clcck at noon, to make a good ftretch in with the fea breeze.” 

Extradi of minutes made by Captain Richard King, an officer whom I foall have frequent 


occufion fo mention. 


+ In the month of Apri this gallant efficer with a very fmall force reduced fix of 
Angria’s forts, and took or deitroyed fifteen armed veffels in their harbours. One of thefe forts, 
Severndroce, was the ftrongeft Angria had, Gerjah excepted, and covered his belt port for thelter- 
ing his thips té the northward of Geriaé, and was that which gave independency to his ancef- 
tors. Its vicinity alfo to Bombay gave his cruizers an opportunity of being with impunity very 
troublefome to the Englifo, as there they always had an afylum of retreat, efteemed imprege 
nable. See a particular account of the Commodore’s condudt and ceurage in this expedition, in Orine’s 
hitlory of India, 

attacked 
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attacked by an enemy, though our fquadron was on the other coaft, wecan 1 


by this paflage proceed at any time to its relief. 


We lay at Madra/s till the 10th of Offober, when we alfo failed for Boméay, 
to avoid the tempeft which was to be expected on the change of the monfoon, 
and to refit our fhips, We arrived at Bombay the 11th of November, and 
found there Lieutenant-colone] Robert Clive, who had ately landed on the 
ifland with three companies of the king’s artillery from England. He was fent 
out with a defign of acting in conjunction with the Mabaratias, againft the 
French in the Carnatic and Deccan; but finding that a truce had been agreed 
upon with that nation, and perhaps partly excited by Mr. Fames’s late 
fuccefs, it was judged proper by Admiral Watfon, Mr. Bourchier Gover- 
nor of Bombay, Colonel Clive, &c. that the fea and land forces united 
with the Mabarattas fhould attempt the deftroying Axgria’s piratical ftate, 
which was become exceedingly formidable, troublefome, and dangerous, 
not only to the Mabarattas, who were his neighbours, but alfo to our 
Eaft India company, and the whole Malabar coaft. The admiral imme- 
diately informed Mr. Beurchier, that his majefty’s fhips which he had 
the honour to command, were in readinefs to proceed on the intended 
expedition, and that the fooner they entered on the bufinefé the better , as 
the careening and refitting the fquadron would be a work of time, and 
more proper to be done after, than before, fuch an undertaking. But the 
governor not having been able to fettle every thing relative to the co- 
operation of the Alebaratta forces, and thofe of the aft India company ; or 
the government of the fortrefs in cafe it fhould be taken; he fent Mr. Wat/ow 
word, that all thefe preliminaries ought to be adjufted before the expedition 
took place, left any difpute might arile afterwards; and that from the prefent 
complexion of our allies, he apprehended the fettling thefe matters would 
take up fome time. 


Upon receiving this intelligence, the admiral thought fit to alter his firft 
plan, and accordingly ordered the whole {quadron to fail into the harbour 
to careen. But while the careening work was going forwards, the admiral 
thought proper to difpatch Commodore Fames with three of the companies 
fhips to look into Geriab, and reconnoitre the harbour and fortifications , 
this gentleman’s diligence and fuceefs in the affair cannot better be exprefled 
than in his own words, in a letter he fent to the admiral the day of his 
return from Geriab. 


To Charles Watfon Efq; Rear-admiral of the Red fquadron of his majefty’s 
fleet, and commander in chief of all bis majefty’s foips and veffels in the 
Fatt Indies, and of the marine force of the aft India company. 


I Have the honour to inform you, that I arrived off Geriah, with the 
Protector, Revenge, and Guardian under my command, on the morning 


of the 14th inftant,; where I faw the enemies fleet, confifting of 3 —— 
I grabs, 


[ 80 ] 


1755, grabs, 8 ketches and 12 or 14 gallivats in the harbour, rigged and, their. 
tev fails bent, with one three-maft grab having only her lower mafts :sigged. 
—I ftood into feven fathom water, when I think I was within point: blank 
fhot of the fort, but they did’ not fire at us.—I was exceedingly furprived: 
at finding the place fo widely different from what I had heard it répre« 
fented: lL affure you, Sir, it is not to be called high, nor in. my - opinion ° 
trong; it is indeed a large mafs of buildings, and I believe'the walls may- 
be thick, but that part of the works which tell under my obfervation, and 
which was three quarters of their circumference, is quite irregular,.with round 
towers and long curtains in the eaftern manner, and. which: difcovered only 
thirty-two embrafures below, and fifteen above. On- the weft fide of the 
harbour is a fine flat table land oppofite the fort, and | think -witbin 
gun fhot, but I am fure within diftance for bombarding, and from whence 
a very good diverfion might be made, while the principal attack is carried. 
on by the fhips, and from a. hill to the fouthward of the fort. The bill: is: 
very near to, and full as high as the fort, for when we were at a confiderable 
diftance it hid all the fort except the top of one houfe and the flag-ftaf:, 
it is alfo very plain from our depth of water, that the fhips can go near 
enough for battering, and confequently for throwing fhells. There are 
alfo three fandy bays under this hill, without any furf to render the land-. 
ing difficult; the firft two are rather too near the fort, but the third is 
out of their line of fire—The water is deep enough for the fhips to cover the 
defcent, and the hill fo acceffible as to make the getting up of cannon, &e. 
quite eafy afterwards. There is a very large town betwixt the fort and this. 
hill, the houfes of which are covered with Cajans, and which the inhabitants 
will undoubtedly abandon and deftroy upon our landing, and then fly to the 
fort as at my attack of Severndroog,; in which cafe, great numbers muft be 
killed by the fhells, the place being fo crowded and populous that they cannot 
fall amifs, and many upper buildings muft of courfe be knocked down, which 
will occafion great diforder and confufion—They fent out no boats while 
I was off the place, and to deceive them, I caufed all the fails to be furled 
a Jittle before dark, and made the fignal to anchor; after which I ran 
out of fight in the night, fo that they are ignorant whether I proceeded 
to the northward or fouthward.—Several of the Ga//ruats had blue, or green; 
and ‘white pendants like the fortuguefe at their maft heads, and one of 
them had a white Aag with a red crots in the middle, which they hauled 
down when [ drew fRar.—Noihing remarkable has happened in this cruife; 
the Maharatia fleet was at Severrdroog on my going down and. coming 
up. I fhall be happy to wait upon you to relate farther particulars, 
and have the honour to bre, i Soke oe 








S 1 R, a . ace 
Your mot humble © | 
and obedient fervant, 
a a _ W. JAMES. 
Prote&tor, off Bombay, re ae 
* Ser Dee. 1755: 
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_ _ About ten days after Mr. Fames’s return, it being rumour’d that Angria 
‘alarm’d at the great preparations to attack him, had in a fit of defpondency 
| refolved to invite the Portugueze to take pofieffion of Geriah, and to hoift 
the flag of that nation in the fortrefs, the admiral fent alfo his own firft 
lieutenant, Sir William Hewet Baronet, and who was a good draughtfman, 
in the Revenge frigate before Geriah, to obferve whether any alteration had 
taken place there, and with orders to afcertain as near as poffible the exact 
State of the harbour and the fort. Tullagee Angria, on feeing the Revenge 
come to an anchor in the very mouth of his harbour, and her boat found- 
ing all round it, gave orders to the commanders of his grabs and gallivats, 
fome of which he filled with combuilible matter, to pufh out, and burn 
Sir William Hewet’s veflel, to punifh him (as he termed it) for his in- 
folence. His intentions however were entirely fruftrated by Sir Wilhaim’s 
judicious and fpeedy manner of executing the bufinefs he was fent upon. 


The heaying down and refitting the feveral fhips of the fquadron, 
engaged all our attention for fome time, and this important affair was 
attended with many unforefeen difficulties: for on our endeavouring to 
heave down the Kent, her careening tackle broke, fo that fhe righted fud- 
denly before fhe was keel out. In a few days afterwards we made the 
fame experiment again, but then her main-maft gave way. This was 
attended with great concern and vexation, and fuch as would have been 
without refource, had there not been another ftick in the company’s marine 
yard, which, after a whole month’s inceffant labour upon it, furnifhed us 
with another main-maft. The Cumberland had been fo very leaky for a 
long time, it was judged expedient to bring her on the fhore, to fearch out 
and repair the defeét. This was accordingly attempted the firft {pring-tide, 
but as fhe could not be made to heel fufficiently at that time, fhe was 
brought off again the next tide, and foon after happily hove down by the 
Kent. The defect, which had been fo long complained of, proved to be in 
her garboard ftrake, and was effectually repaired with much lefs trouble than 
was at firft apprehended. The admiral, anxious to have all his fhips ready 
for the fea, and apprehenfive that another accident might happen fhould 
he attempt again to heave down the Kent, by the advice of the proper 
officers, ordered her to be brought to hecl on the mud, and there her 
bottom was cleaned to within a few ftrakes of the keel. The Tyger and 
Salifoury hove down by each other without the leaft accident, and the Bridge- 
water and King’s-ffber loop went into the company’s dock. 


All things being at laft in readinefs for putting to f-a; a council was 
held, at Mr. Wat/on’s particular defire, between the fea and land officers, 
both of his majefty’s forces, and thofe of the Zaft India company, with a 
view of obviating any difficulties that might arife in regard to the proper 
diftribution 0: prize-money, fhould the intended expedition be crowned 
with fucceis. It was fcttled at this council, that Admiral /4’a fon, as com- 
mander in chief of the king’s fquadron, fhould have two thirds of one 


eighth of the whole; and Rear-admiral Pocock, one third of one eighth, 
M Lieutenant- 
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1756. Lieutenant-Colonel Clive and Major Chambers were to fhare equally with: 
“~~ the captains of the king’s fhips. The captains of the company’s fhips, 
and armed veffels, and captains of the army, were to have an equal thare 
with the lieutenants of the men of war. The fubaltern officers of the army, 
and heutenants of the company’s armed fhips and veffels, were to have the 

fame diftribution as the warrant-oficers.of the navy, &e 


Thefe articles however had fcarcely been agreed upon in eouncil, before 
Colonel Clive, who commanded in chief on fhore, paid a vifit to Mr. Wat/on, 
and acquainted him, that the army was not fatisfied with the terms on 
which he, as their commander in chief, was to fhare; and that to make 
thofe gentlemen eafy, who were to ferve under him, he found himfelf 
under the difagrecable neceffity of remonftrating, and requiring that, as 
commander of the army, he might be entitled to a more honourable di- 
vifion. The argument the gentlemen of the army went upon, was, that 
tho’ Mr. Clive, by virtue of the commiffien he bore in common of lieutenant-. 
colonel, could claim but an equal fhare with a captain in the navy; yet on. 
this occafion, being commander in chief of the army, he ought certainly. 
to be particularly diftinguifhed, and be admitted, at leaft, to fhare with 
Mr. Pocock, the fecond fea-oficer, who was a Rear admiral. Mr. Watfon 
replied, that it was impoffible for him to make any alterations in the 
articles agreed upon in council; neither indeed would his doing it be at 
all confiftent either with cuftom, or the different ranks which Admiral 
Pocock and Colonel C/rve bore in the refpective fervices : Ele told the colonel 
however, that to fatisfy the wifhes of the army, which in the prefent fitua- 
tion of affairs, he deemed to be a point of the utmoft confequence, he 
would give fecurity under his own hand, to make good the deficiency, out 
of any monies he himfelf might be entitled to, fo as to make the fhare of the 
commander in chief of the army and that of Mr. Pocock exactly alike. 
The colonel, fenfibly ftruck with Mr. /’at/on’s difintereftednefs, anfwered, 
that provided his officers were fatished with the propofal, he for his own 
part fhould come into it with great chearfulnefs. He accordingly took the: 
firft opportunity of making thofe gentlemen acquainted with the admiral’s de- 
claration, who were fo much pleafed therewith, that from that moment all dif+ 
content ceafed, and the expedition went on with the greateft. unanimity *.. 


The traops, confifting of about 700 Europeans, 300 Topaffes, and’ 300° 
Sepoys, being put on board the king’s, and company’s fhips, the whole 


* After the reduétion of Geriah, and the money taken there had been diftributed according 
to the articles agreed upon in council, it was found that a confiderable fum, a thoufand 
pounds at leait, was due from Admiral Wat/on to Colonel Clive upon this account. The 
admiral] prefently fent this fum with his compliments to the colonel; who returned it in the 
moft polite manncr, acquainting the admiral at the fame time, that altho’ for the good of 
the fervice, he had found it neceffary to appear to accept of the terms he had fo gene- 
roufly offered him, yet as the money could not come to him but out of the admiral’s private 
purfe, he had always determined with himfelf, and now an opportunity offered for him to de- 
clare, that he could not, and would not accept of it by any means. ‘Thys did thefe two gallant 
officers endeavour to outvie each other in mutual proofs of difintereftednefs and generolity. 


4 fleet: 
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fleet failed from Bombay February 7th 1756, and came to an anchor in 
Geriab road on the 11th following. We found cruizing off the place, Cap- 
tain Martin with his majefty’s fhip the Bridgewater, and King’s-fiber loop; 
and the Proteéfor and two 20 gun fhips belonging to the company, which 
the admiral had difpatched in Faxuary to block up the port. The Maba- 
yatta fleet were alfo here, confifting of 3 or 4 grads, and 40 or 50 of their 
{maller veffels, or gallivats. They lay to the northward of Geriab, in a 
creek called Rajapore, the {mall fort of which, they had taken from Angria 
juft before our -arrival. This fleet was commanded by WNari-Punt. 
The Mabarattas had alfo affembled an army, confifting of about 5 or 
6000 horfe, and the fame number of foot, who were under the command 
of Ramajee-Punt, another of their general-officers: this laft came on 
board the Kent to pay his refpects to Admiral Watfon, fome guns were 
fired on the occafion , and the admiral], to do him the greater honour, con- 
ducted him in perfon to the feveral parts of the fhip, but at the fight of 
is batteries he appeared greatly aftonifhed. 


The very fame day we arrived before Geriab, the admiral fummoned the 
fort to furrender. He received for anfwer, “ That the garrifon were well 
apprized of the force he brought with him; but if, agreeable to the fum- 
mons he had fent, he was refolved to be mafter of the fort, he muft take it 
by force, for they were refolved to defend themfelves to the laft extremity.” 
The next morning, however, feveral of ngria’s relations, accompanied 
by fome officers of Ramajee-Punt’s army, came on board, in order, as they 
pretended, to take a view of the fquadron; but their real bufinefs was to 
found the admiral in regard to his final determinations. They had before 
waited upon the Mabaratta genera) on the fame errand. Mr. Wat/on gave 
orders for their feeing the fhip, and afterwards told them to acquaint .4n- 
gria, that he once more demanded a furrender of the fort; and that if he 
would give it up peaceably and with a good grace, before any hoftilitics 
commenced, he, -his family and people might depend upon his prote¢tion. 
In.reply to this offer of the admiral, they earneftly intreated him to con- 
tinue with his fhips where they then lay, and prontfed in a few days to 
return again to him with an anfwer. But the admiral, having been fur- 
nifhed with demonftrative proofs from the obfervations made by thofe who 
had reconnoitered the port, and by Commodore ‘fames’s venturing to go 
one night inthe Proteéfor’s barge fo far asto bring the flag-ftaff to bear 
S. W. which is within the fort, where he found not lefs than three and 
a half fathom water, ({ufficient depth forthe large fhips to go in); he told 
them, he would not wait one moment, but on that very day, as foon as 
the fea-breeze would permit, he was determined to fail into the harbour, 
and there, and there only, would he treat. At the fame trme he gave then 
kis word, that unlets the fort fired fAirft on his fhips, while they cere ander 
fail, he would not commence hoftilities, nor before he had received an aniwer 
from Aneria; giving them to underltand however, that he fhould not wait 
a great while for this anfwer, and that at all events he was determined to 
make himfelf malter of the place. And as an earneft of his hxed refolu- 
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their mafter, andthe 
_ Between one and two o’clock in, the 
anchor, and ftood in with a light breeze,.- 
beur. The outfide column was led by: fre 
Smith.* The Bridgewater, Captain J 
fifting of the Tyger, Captain Lathan 





Speke; Cumberland, Admiral Pocock, apd: Captain, fobu Harrifen:, “Salifbie 






mea 
ae) 


Captain Thomas Knowkr; and the. Proteéar,; Commodore James, apc 
Captain Morgan, a thip of, 44 guns belonging to, the. Zaft India companys, 
By which wife difpofition, according to the orders. which the. admiral - 
iffued, each line of, battle fhip covered a. .bomb-ketch, and protected. the: 
column of fmaller veffels from the fre of the enemy. The. Drake, Worrety. 
Triumph, Viper, and Difpatch bomb-veffels, were under the direction of 
Captain Tovey, of his majefty’s train of Artillery; and the Mabaratta gal- 
livats and other {mall veel formed a third Jine out.of gun-fhot. * 





The engagement began about two, by the enemy firing on the Keng’s~ 
Sifeer; which fhe and the Revenge foon returned. In lefs than a quarter of - 
an hour, being ftill under’ fail, the admiral made the general. fignal ta 
engage. Soon after that, the Revenge anchored, as did alfa the Kest, and 
the other fhips of the fquadron. But the Tyger having done this, withoug 
the admiral’s perceiving her fignal, for he had ordered each fhip.to make 
a fignal on her coming to anchor, the Kent fell on board her, carried, 


* On the death of Captain Mighel in 1755, Admiral War/on’s firft lieutenant, Mr. Jobs Hara 
rifon fucceeded to the commiana of the Rigs fiber 5 but on Mr. Pocock’s hoifting his. flag,’ - 
Captain Harrifon was appointed, to the command of the Cumberland under Admiral Pocock, and. 
Mr. Smith, then firt lieutenant of the Kent, Succeeded to the King’s-ffeer floop, 2 


+ “ By Charles Watfon, Efq; Rear-admiral of the Red fquadron of his majefty’s feet, and. 
commander in chief of all his majefty’s thips and veffels employed in the Eaff Indies, and. 
of the marine force of the united company of merchantstrading to, and in thefe parts. 


“« YOU are hereby required and direéted to obferve the following: form in fajling into, the 
harbour of Geriah: 7 | ce 


King’ s-fijber. 

Revenge. 

Bombay Grab. 

Guardian. Bridgewaters 

Drake Bomb-ketch. Tyger, 

Warren ditto. Kent, 

Triumph ditto. Cumberland, 

Viper ditto. Salifoury. 
Difpatch ditto. | Protefore a 


Each fhip is required to keep as near as poffible, but to.take care not to run on. béard one 
another ; and when the fignal is made to anchor, each fhip is to repeat it as far asthe. Sali/- 
bury. The King’s-fjher floop, and the thips aftern of her, are to make fail up. ‘the. harbour, | 
and do their utmoft endeavour to annoy the enemy, and to take, fink, burn, or otherwife. 
deftroy all their grabs and fmall vefigls. Dated on board his majefty’s’ thip the Keat, off 
Geriab, 12th of February, 17.56.” "epee Shee 


away 
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away her bowfprit end, and broke her fpritfail yard. The two fKips how- 1756. 
ever foon got clear of each other, and then the engagement began with | 
vigor. After art mnceffant fire had been kept up againit the fort for about 
half on hour, the adnviral fent orders to the Revenge and Guardian to ceale 
from firing, for he pony perceived that their fhot fell fhort; and atthe fame 
time he gave the fignal te the Tyger and Saiflury to direét their whole fire 
againft the north-eaft baftion. Soon after this, a fhell fortunately fet fire to 
the Reftoration-grab, which had formerly been taken by Angria from our 
Eaft India company; and fhe driving among the reft of the enemy’s thip- 
ping, which were lafhed together, fet them all in flames; fo that in a few 
hours almoft the whole of dagria’s fleet was deftroyed. The fire alfo was 
communicated to a large fhip lying on the fhore, and from her to feveral 
fmaller veffels that were building; and from thefe laft it was conveyed to 
the arfenal, ftcrehoufe, fuburbs, and city, and even to feveral parts of the 
fort, particularly to a fquare tower, where it continued burning all the 
night with fuch violence, that the ftone walls appeared like red-hot iron. 


About half after four in the afternoon, the admiral perceiving that the 
enemy’s guns were almott filenced, made the fienal for the fquadron alfo to 
leave off firing; and taking the advantage of the tide, which was now at 
its height, he ordered the fhips which had been thrown a little out of the line 
by the before-mentioned accident, to warp in nearer the fort into four fa- 
thom water, clofe to Admiral Pocock in the Cumberland, who, contrary to 
the advice of his pilot, had, in ftanding in, ventured as near as the fhips 
which drew much lefs water, and by a very judicious and officer-like ma- 
noeuvre In. bringing his fhip up by an anchor dropt from one of the gun-room 
ports, prevented her {winging with the flood-tide and fea-breeze which fet right 
in. In afhort time after, the enemy having again brifkened their fre, the 
admiral] made the proper fignal for the fquadron to do the fame. ‘Vhis had 
fuch an effect, that at half paft fix the enemy’s fire was entirely filenced,. 
which the admiral obferving, he again gave orders to ceale trom firing. 


At half after feven, Colone) Cive, with the troops under his com- 
mand, left the fhips, in order to land at the moft convenient place to the 
eaftward of the fort; and at about a quarter after nine, the Colonel made 
two falfe fires, to fhew that he was fafcly landed, and that the troops 
which had been obferved on the hill. were our Mabaratta allies. The 
bomb-veffels continued throwing fhells into the fort tl day-hght, when 
the admiral ordered all the line of bartle fhips to warp in as clote as 
poffible, that they might be ready to batter in breach as foon as he 
fhould throw out the fignal; and in that cafe he commanded them to 
make ufe of their lower deck guns only, unlels their upper ones fhould 
afterwards be found neceffary to filence any fire which imight chance. 
to be made by the enemy. An officer was then fent with a flag of truce 
to the governor, and with a fecond fummons to furrender the fort. He 
foon came back with the governor’s refufal; upon which all the fhips 
tmmediately warped within a cable’s length of the fort in three fathom 
and a. quarter water, and the fignal was thrown out to renew the sees 
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1756. This was done with fo much fpirit, that about two o’clock a magazine in 
wayne the fort blew up, and-about four, a fag was hung out as a fignal of fub- 
_  miffien. Upon this the admiral feat Lacatenanl Richard Kixg to. demand 
an immediate entrance into the fort for the king’s troops, and. that the 
Britifh flag thould be hoifted on one of.the baftions. -A little before five, 
the lieutenant returned with an account, that the governor -confeated to the 
hoifting Englifo colours, that he was willing to admit five or fix of our 
men that evening, and that the enfuing morning he would furrender 
the place. This anfwer not being deemed fatisfaétory, we once more. 
renewed our fire; but at a quarter after five, they again pee 
proper to hang out the flag of capitulation, and . all, hoftilities ceafed 
Colonel Clive, who, from the time he difembarked with the troops, had 
been making his approaches by land, and had greatly annoyed the enemy 
with his cannon, then came on board the admiral’s fhip, bringing with him 
an officer from the fort with articles of capitulation. Thefe were prefently 
agreed to by the two admirals and colonel; and an Engli/h officer was fent 
in to take poffeffion of the fort, and to hoift Exglj/b colours. Prefently 
afterwards the Captains Forbes and Buchanan were detached with {ixty men 
to fee the garrifon lay down: their arms; and on the r4th, at fun-rifing, 

the colonel and the whole army marched into the place *. : 


Thus at the expence of no more than twenty men killed and wounded, 
the important fortrefs of Geriah fell into the hands of the Engli/b, in which 
the victors found 250 pieces of cannon, fix mortars, an immenfe quantity 
of ftores and ammunition: one huadred thoufand pounds fterling in filver 
rupees, and about thirty thoufand more in valuable effects. By this con- 
queft too, the notorioully Infamous xgria was entirely ruined, and his 
whole country, which extended four degrees of latitude along the coaft, 
was taken from him. He himfelf efcaped our hands, having left the fort 
two or three days before -it was attacked; the government of which he 
committed to one of his wife’s brothers, under whofe care alfo he put his 
two wives and both his children +. | 


- ™ Captain Thomas. Knowler of the Salifbury, who enjoyed but a:poor ftate of health in this 
country, after a gallant difcharge of his duty on the expedition to Gewab, was permitted to 
quit his fhip, and return to Europe. Captain Martin of the Bridgewater, on this facceeded 
to the Salibury ; Captain Smith to the command of the. Bridgewater; and Admiral Watfon's 
firfthieutenant, Sir William Hewet, tothe King’s-fifeer ; but this gentleman’s bad ftate of health, 
and his being charged with the admiral’s difpatches home on account of the fuccels at Geriah, 
foon made room for Mr. Richard Toby, the next in command on board the Kent, to fucceed to — 
the Aing’s-Fifber. | | a - 


_ + Soon after the furrender of Geriah, Mugria’s two children, and one -of his wives, were | 
ttken ill of the {mall-pox. At Mr. Watfon’s’ requeft, I con{lantly attended them, and fent . 
frch medicines as ] judged were proper for them, ‘They always appeared le thankful for 
what I did; but I afterwards difcovered that they had not taken any of the medicines. They, 
preferred the conimon method (deferibed in chap. .4,) ufed by the phyfical practitioners jn 
their country, befprinkling the patient.with fifted wood-afhes as foon as the puftules -begin 
to fll, which they add to, or diminifh from, according to the greater or lefs quantity of 
variolous matter. -@ne of his family had a pock of the confluent kind, and was covered 
from bead to foot with afhes; which, towards the latter end of the diforder, appeared like a — 
mafs of pafte, furrounding the whole body. The whole family of Jagria recovered however 
from the difeafe. + | | a 
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Admiral Watfon, foon after the reduction of the place, took an oppor- 1756, 
tunity of vifiting thefe unfortunate captives; and the interview between 
them was beyond meafure affecting. Upon his entering their houfe, the 
whole family made a grand /alaam, or reverential bending of their bodies, 
touching the very ground with their faces, and fhedding floods of tears. The 
admiral defired them to be comforted; adding, ‘* that they were now under 
his protection ; and that no kind of injury fhould be done them.” They then 
again made the falaam. The mother of -dveria, though ftrongly affected 
with thefe teftimomies of goodnets and humamty, yet could not help crying 
out, ‘“* that the people had no king, fhe no fon, her daughters no hufband, 
the children no father!” Vhe admiral replied, “that trom henceforward 
they muft look upon him as their father and their friend.” Upon which 
the youngeft child, a boy of about fix years otd, fobbing faid, “ Then you 
Joall be my father,” and immediately took the admiral by the hand, and 
called him ‘* father.” This action of the cinld’s was fo very affecting, is 
quite overpowered that brave, that good man’s heart, and he found him- 
felf under a neceffity of turning from the innocent youth for a while, 
to prevent the falling of thofe tears, which ftood ready to gufh from 
his eyes *. 


Mr. Wat/fon’s intention was to have taken the whole family with him to 
Bombay, and to have fettled them at that place; and they appeared ar firft 
to be greatly pleafed with the propofal, for above all things they dreaded 
being put into the hands of the Mabarattas. But this intention of the 
admiral’s was never put in execution; for afterwards, at their own requelt, 
he permitted them to remain in Geriah. They probably were ordered, by 
fome letter-or meffage they recetved from 4agria himfelf, before the fqua- 
dron left the place, to afk this favour of the admiral. 


Tullagee Angria was an arbitrary, cruel tyrant, making his own imperi- 
ous will the only rule of his-government. He was originally tributary to 
the Serajab; but finding himfelf very powerful, he had for a long time 
fhook off all fubjection, and had treated fome ambaffadors fent to him 
from that prince, to put him in mindof his duty, with great infolence ; 
flitting their nofes, and.commanding them to go and tell their mafter, that 
he would fend him his pr—te pa—ts to treat with him. On his quitting 
his principal fortrefs on Geriab (as before related) he repaired to Puna, 
the capital city of the AMaberattas, and made his fubmiffion to the Nanab, 
who pardoned him, but upon what terms could never be exactly known. 
lt was conjectured however, and with great probability, that he difcovered 
to this prince the place where he had hidden his treafure; for it cannot 
be fuppofed that:fo notorious an offender as he had been, would have dared 
to have thrown himfelf at his fovereign’s feet, unlefs he had itin his power 
in a pecuniary way (the only way then left him) to atone for his patt 
behaviour. And what ftrengthens the fufpicion is, our finding only 


* An account of the conqueft of Geriah, and of this affecting fecne, was fent by the 
anther to a friend in Exglazd, who focn publifhed it in one of the mouthly magazines. ; 
1CO000 f, 


[ 88 ] 


1756. 100000/. in money after the capture of Geriab, which could not be the 
teey—— tenth part of what he really poffefled. The annexed views of the fort, 
harbour, and country round it, were taken by the late Captain Northas 

on the fpot with the utmoft exactnefs; and to Sir William Hewet’s and Com- 
modore Fames’s reports, Mr. Watfon always acknowledged himfelf greatly 
obliged ; and Mr. James had the fatisfaction to receive the public thanks of 

the admiral after the reduction of the fort. The harbour of Geriab.is fo 
exceedingly commodious, as to make it the beft upon the coaft; and the 

fort was fo ftrong both by art and nature at the time we attacked it, that it 

might have held out a long time againft all our efforts, had it been 
aa with any tolerable degree of fkill and refolution. | 


The Europeans that were found in Geriab, and relieved from flavery, 
were, ae 


Mr. Robinfon, Gamble Connor, Thomas Weft, Stepben Rice, Nicholas) 
Maund, ‘fobn Brown, Fofeph Gallington, Fames Theft, Fame: | Engh, 
Durce, William Colley — — — a doe 

Facob Buffy, Garret Blough, Abraham Paenick — — Dutch. 


Before I entirely quit the account of our tranfactions at this place, I 
muft not omit te. obferve, that a. young gentleman of the fquadron found a 
— Mabomedan Talj{man. in Angria’s own houfe, of which he was fo obliging 
as to make me a prefent. As I wifhed to have it explained, I put it. into 
the hands of Sir fames Foulis Baronet; major and commander in chief of 
the company’s forces at Bombay, a gentleman diftinguifhed for his learning 
and fpeculative turn of mind, from whom I afterwards received a letter, an 
extract of which I fhall make no {cruple ta lay. before the reader, 


“© It coft me no fmall pains to procure a proper explication of your 
Talifman ; for though it was eafy to give a literal tranflation of fhe words, 
yet few underftood the proper meaning and efficacy of the infcription, 
which is a real curiofity drawn from the moft profound depths of muffulman 
erudition. The force of it, according to their notions, confifts principally 
in the different names of God at the tour corners, and in the letters round 
the edge, by the different combinations of which, different miracles are 
to be performed; one manner of combinisg them, raifing ftorms; another, 
bringing on calms, or procuring riches, €%¢. This of yours was particu- 
larly calculated as a prefervative againft all difeafes; and by fome marks, 

which I have not yet been able to decypher, it is conjeétured that Abdul 
Coffee, whofe name is on it, 1s a man of diftinction. I hope to be foon able — 
40 procure a more exact account of the fuppofed nature of it; in the mean“. 
time I fend you inclofed a literal tranflation.. How the letters round the 
edge came to mean cold or hot, moift cr dry, I have not yet learned ; 
Talifmans of this valuable kind being only made by Saints who have paffed 
a long time in prayer in the holy temple at Mecca, and many years in con- 

templation, without any communication with finful men.” 
"Cl? ALP, 
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C H A P. VII, 


Mr. Watfon with his fquadron leaves Geriah and arrives at Bombay, and 
from thence proceeds to Fort St. David.—He there receives his majefty’s per- 
miffion to return to England, but is obliged to relinquifh it, by difagreeable 
advices from the direétors of the Katt India company.—An intended expedition 
to Golconda defeated by the fame intelligence—An expres arrives from 
Bengal, with the news of the taking of Calcutta, and the tragedy of the 
Black-hole prifon.—The /quadron fails for Bengal, and after a tedious 
paffage arrives in Ballafore read.— Account of its operations and conquefis 
in the river Ganges to the rekgking of Calcutta. 


N the rgth of February 1756, the Tyger was difpatched to Bombay with 

the fick and wounded of the fquadron; and on the 17th of March, 
Admiral Vat/on in the Kent, came to an anchor in Bombay harbour; as did 
Admiral Pocock in the Cumberland the day following. On the 27th of 
April, Mr. Watfon with his fquadron lett Bombay, and once more failed 
for the Coromandel coaft. We touched at Geriab in our way, and on 
the 14th of May got to Fort St. David’s road. Soon after our arrival 
here, the admiral had the fatisfaction to receive letters from the Secre- 
tary of State, and from the Admiralty, acquainting him that his majefty 
had been pleafed to comply with his requeft of quitting the La? Indics, 
and directing him, whenever that event happened, to refign the command 
of the fquadron to Rear-admiral Pocock. The heat of the climate had, ever 
fince his firft arrival, been greatly diftrefsful to Mr. Wat/on, whole contti- 
tution was faneuine, and whofe habit was rather corpulent. The permiffion 
therefore he now had of quitting the fervice, could not fail of being agreeable 
to him, and he pleafed himfelf with the expectation of failing back to 
Europe in the month of Oober. 


This fair profpect was foon clouded, however, by the difagrecable 
intelligence which the governor and council of Madra/s at this time fent to 
him, and which they juft before had received from the directors of the 
Eaft India company. The purport of it, was, that 3000 regular troops 
had embarked trom France in fix fhips of the line, and in the fame number 
of large vefiels belonging to their Zaft India company ; and that thete sa as 
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1756. foon as they arrived at the ifland of Mauritius, were to be converted into 
fhips of war. With this account, orders were faid to have been alfo fent 
from England to the prefidency at Fort St. George; ‘° To fiand well on their 
guard, «nd to do their beft to protec and defend themfelves againft the threat- 
ening power of France.” 


An exprefs was foon difpatched with thefe tidings to Admiral Vat/on, 
—defiring him above all things to have a watchful eye on the proceedings of 
the French at Pondicherry. ‘The news flew like lightning into every quarter, 
and different perfons argued very differently upon it. Many concluded, 
that the intelligence fent by the direétors was ill founded, becaufe the fame 
jhip that brought the alarming account, had brought alfo letters from Lord 
HTolderneffe, one of his majetty’s principal Secretaries of State, who wrote not 
a fyllable ow the fubject. This filenee of his lordfhip on a matter of {fo 
much conlequence was very ftriking; yet as there was a poffibility that the 
directors in this inftance might be furnifhed with better intelligence than the 
Secretary of State, Admiral /at/on from this moment gave over-all thoughts 
of foon leaving the Indies; for however agreeable it was to him, he could 
not think of taking fuch a ftep, at a time when fo heavy a cloud was faid 
to be juft ready to burft on our moft important fettlements in that part of 
the world. So predominant in his breaft was the fpirit of patriotifm, and 
the love of glory, that. though folicited to return home by every allurement 
ot domeftic felicity, he waved all thefe confiderations, and refolved ftill 
to expofe himfelf to the hazards of a climate, peculiarly fraught with 
danger and difeafe. | | 


It was foon determined between him and the gentlemen of the prefidency, 
that in every department we ought to be prepared to receive the /’rench in 
the moft effectual manner. For this purpofe the two admirals, and all the 
officers of the fquadron left their houfes, and repaired on board their fhips, | 
where they lived for the fpace of fix weeks, caufing a good look out to be 
kept for the enemy from their mafts heads. At the fame time, to increafe 
the alarm, the gentlemen of the French nation refident in India, very induf- 
trioufly and politically reported, and which report was echoed by our good 
friends the Duch, that this formidable armament from France was actually 
arrived in the Indian feas, This pofitive affertion ferioufly affected the 
government at /Zadra/s, who immediately requefted the admiral], to take 
on board his fquadron the king’s regiment then at Fort St. David, and 
with it repair to the prefidency. The admiral with great reluctance 
quitted Fort St. David, as he knew it was upon all accounts the propereft 
*ftation for intercepting the French fleet, and for counteracting any defigns 
which the enemy might have formed againft our fettlements. But as he 
did not chufe to have any difputes with the prefidency, he immediately took 
Colonel Adlercron’s reziment on board, and failed with it to Madra/s, where 
he purchafed a veffel tor the king’s fervice, and after having converted her. 
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into a fire-fhip under the name of the Blaze, he appointed to the command 
of her, his firft lieutenant, Mr. Richard King. 
}' 

On our arrival atMadra/s, we had the fatisfaction to find the active and {pirit- 
ed Governor Pigot, at the head of a great number of artificers and labourers, 
making incredible additions to the fortifications of the place, hardly allow- 
ing himfelf time to take any refrefhment, and fhewing by his own example, 
that it was poffible for men, in times of imminent danger, to expote their 
perfons in the hotteft hours of the day, and in the moft fultry teafon of 
the year. 


Jutt before the account of this armament from Lurope reached our ears, the 
Nabob of Golconda had quarrelled with the french general Alonf. Buffy, who 
for a long time had been preying on the vitals of his country. ‘The Nadbod 
had made overtures to the leading men of our prefidency for theafMifting him 
in getting rid of fo troublefome a gueft, and they with pleafure had littened 
to the propofal. Nothing indeed prevented their fuccouring him at this 
time, but their own fuppofed danger from the formidable French armament 
which was foon expected to arrive upon the coaft. Vhe apprehenfion of 
this made fo {trong an impreffion on their minds, that for fome time they 
appeared more folicitous about defending themfelves, than of fending any 
effe€tual fupport to their new ally. At length, however, two fhips belong- 
ing to the company arrived from England, and as they failed the lateft in 
the feafon, and brought with them no kind of confirmation of the firft 
alarming intelligence, every one immediately concluded that it never had 
the leaft foundation. A detachment of troops therefore, and a train of 
artillery, were ordered to be gotten ready to march with all expedition for the 
kingdom of Golconda: a country of vaft opulence, the fource of thofe 
amazing fums which the famous Monf. Duplezx and his countrymen had 
amaffed together, and from whence indeed all their importance was 


derived. 


But before thefe troops could be fent away, an exprefs arrived from Ben- 
galwith the difagreeable account of our fort at Cafimbazar, near Muxadabad, 
being taken by the new Navbod, Serajab al Dowlab, who was a compound 
of temerity, cruelty, ambition, and avarice: he was particularly incenfed at 
Mr. Drake the Englifh governor of Calcutta, under the pretence of his 
having given protection to fome of his oftending fubjects, but his attack of the 
Englifh {ettlements, certainly proceeded from the hopes of confiderable plunder, 
added to the defire of imprefling his fubjcéls with an awe of his military talents 
and prowefs. Inftead of marching with the great army he had raifed, into 
the Purbunean country, as he firft intended, we were informed he had turned 
his arms againft us, and was expected foon to appear before the gates of Fort 
William in Caleutta. Thefe unfortunate tidings gave us all great concern; 


and fcarcely were the firft tranfports of our chagrin abated, before another 
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1756. Bengal, for it was not poffible for them to tran{port a fufficient number of 
temyere troops thither in their own fhips, neither indeed would they be of any ule 
when they got there, without the affiftance of two or three men of war. 
Jt was therefore refolved, that the whole fquadron fhould proceed as far 
as the mouth of the Ganges, and anchor in Ballafore road, when the’ 
company’s fhips and veffels already in the river, fhould fall down where 
the fquadron lay, and receive the troops from the fhips of war. The 
Salifoury, Bridgewater, and King’s:ffber, were defigned to be put under 
the command of ‘Captain William Martin, to carry on the expedition 
againft the Nadob; for it was then looked upon as a certainty that the Kens, 
Cumberland, and Tyger, could not be got over the Braces *. Another delay 
and matter of debate, was, what force fhould be fent to Bengal, and who 
fhould command the military ; fometimes Colonel Adlercron, and fometimes 
Colonel Clive, was thought to be the moft proper perfon; at laft they 
determined on Colonel Cé/ve, and indeed the general voice of our country- 
men was in his favour. Another iubjec&t of the governor and council’s 
confultations, was, concerning whofe hands the affairs of the company in 
Bengal ought to be placed in, provided fuccefs fhould attend the expedition. 
At one time it was determined, that the prefidency here fhould fend three 
of its own members in the fhips to Bengal, who were to act in obedience 
to the orders they were to receive from this place; it being agreed that the 
governor and council of Fort St. George ought now, until the pleafure of 
the Zaft India directors fhould be known, to take on themfelves the manage- 
ment of this diffolved, but once independent fettlement. However, Mr. 
Watfon in particular, having ftrongly oppofed this refolution, and declared 
(as | have been informed by his fecretary) that he would not undertake 
the expedition on any other terms, than having it in his power to deliver 
the fettlement to the management of fuch as were appointed by the com- 
pany to be their reprefentatives in that province; atter many debates, it 
was refolved that the former governor and council fhould be retftored to 
their refpective honour and ftations; and it 1s principally to the admiral’s 
interpofition on this critical occafion, that thefe gentlemen are indebted 
for their fubfequent good fortune and unexpected affluence. But the greateft 
difficulty that prelented itfelf was the late feafon of the year; for the mon/foon 
was now fet in, and there was a neceffity for the {quadron’s getting to 
Bengal again{t it, which was confidered as very near impracticable. We 
were given to underftand, that fhips failing at this feafon trom Madras to 
Ballafore, were obliged to ftand over to the eaftern fide of the bay, and 
that the currents generally proved fo ftrong againft them, that whilft they 
were looking out by their reckoning for the coaft of Pegu, they had often, 
to their great aftonifhment, found themfelves driven again on the coaft of 
Coromandel , and after {tanding over a fecond time in the fame manner, and 





* Dangerous fhoals at the entrance of the Ganges, in the way up to Falta. 
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leoking out for the eaftern fhore, they had been carried to the fouthward as 
far as the ifland of Ceylon, and then, for want of provificns, had been 
obliged to bear away for the Malabar coaft*. The admiral however, put- 


ting great confidence in the ftrength of his fhips, and the dexterity of 


Captain Speke, who was much acquainted with thefe feas, refolved to try this 
dificult experiment, in order to fave the company from ruin; and having 
difpatched the King’s-fi/her to Bengal, with intelligence to our countrymen, 
that affiftance would icon be fent to them, he on the 16th of Ofoder failed 


from Madra/s with his whole fquadron, and feveral of the company’s fhips,. 


for Ballafore road in the mouth of the Ganges +. 


The time the fquadron weighed from Madra/s, was precifely the feafon 
when the currents fet ftrongeft out of the bay of Bengal, fuppofed to be 
occafioned by the heavy rains which fall in that kingdom during the months 
of Fuly, Auguft, and September, and which about this time difcharge them- 
felves into the fea from the numerous branches of the great river Gauges. 
The winds too at this feafon $ being either faint or very ftormy, the admiral 
determined to pufh over to the ealtern fhore,; but foon had the mortifica- 
tion to find, that in fpite of all his efforts to the contrary, his fquadron, by 
the force of the current, was driven down as far as Ceylon, although by our 
reckonings it appeared that we had gained fome degrees of longitude to the 
eaftward. <A few days afterwards we had frefh gales from the north-eaft, 
and in the night one of the fhips made the fignal of diftrefs,; upon which 
the admiral bore down towards her, and found it to be the Sali/bury, that 
had {prang a dangerous leak, and could not poffibly keep company with 
the fquadron; the admiral therefore was. obliged to lay to all night and part 
of the next day to affift her. As the leak was in her bow, they were 
obliged to bring the fhip by the ftern, by moving her guns and other 
things aft, that the leak might be brought out of the water. In this they 


on 
partly fucceeded, and flopped the leak with oakum; but as this was not 


* «Tn what is called the latter paffage from the coafls of Maladar and Curesnande! dvring the 
months of Odober and November, in order to make a quick pavuge itis necedury to go as 
far to the fouthward as 5 degrees, or 4° 30 north Jaticucs, where you will find foul wellerly 
winds, which will carry you to the Nicobar iflands, and fomctimes guite up to the 4adamans, 
from which iflands, in thaping a courle toward Budlufore rocd, or to the entrance of the 
Ganges, a point of the compafs fhould be allowed, tor a very flrong current woich fets 
to the dracan fhore.” 

Extrad fron: Captam King’s minutes. 


+ On board the fquadron and cther vefiels, were 700 Europeans and 3200 Sepoys belonging 
to the company, and a detachment of 250 of Adlercron’s :egimient to ferve as marines. 


t Though at Bombay and Bengal, the monfoon commonly changes from S. W.toN. E. about 
the time of full moon in Jagu/?, yet the chauge is only partial, for the wind ts gradually thift- 
ing down the coafts of Malabar and Coromandel, until the month of Nowember, wien the 
change becomes general.” 

Exirad fron Captain King’s minutes. 
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1456. effectual, the admiral left it to Captain Martin's choice, either to bear away 

t—y— for the ifland of Ceylon, or try to pufh on with the reft of the fquadron. 
Captain Martin knowing that his fhip had been particularly fixed upon for 
going up the Ganges, and that he had more than 200 of the king’s and 
company’s troops on board, thought his quitting the fquadron might be a 
fort of check on the fuccefs of the whole expedition; he therefore refolved 
to proceed, as long at leaft as he could do it with any degree of fafety to 
the mens lives. 


The monfoon this year was uncommonly tempeftuous, which made it a 
long time before we got to the eaftern part of the bay; at length however, by 
great perfeverance and unwearied induftry, the whole fquadron reached one 
of the mouths of the Ganges: but our arrival there being in the middle 
of the night, we were obliged to come to an anchor, not knowing 
exactly where we were; and when the day came on, we had the mor- 
tification to find ourfelves off the Palmira, or Palm-tree point, and could 
eafily difcern an immenfe fand-bank {ftretching far to the northward 
of us. Some of our fhips falling to leeward, had a very narrow efcape; 
the Cumberland, Admiral Pocock, {truck the ground, but fortunately got 
off again without receiving much damage. ‘Iwo days after this, the Kent 
and Tyger reached the road of Ballafore, but the other fhips could not 
weather the point. Admiral Pocock, after feveral fruitlefs efforts, and being 
in want of provifions, was obliged to bear away for Vizagapatnam, and the 
Salifoury, after being toffed about for fome time at fea, and her whole crew, 
both officers and commen men, put to an allowance of a purfer’s quart of 
water a day, was in great danger of perifhing for want of common necef- 
faries ; but at lalt, by the perfeverance of her captain, and a kind provi- 
dence, fhe got into Ballafore road, and afterwards proceeded over the fands 
to join the Admiral at Fulta. 


As foon as the Kent arrived in Ballafore road, two Exglij/h pilots came on 
board us, who gave the admiral a farther account of the miferable fitua- 
tion of affairs in Bengal; as, that fince the redudtion of Calcutta, almoft every 
inhabitant who furvived the attack of the place, or the dreadful cataftrophe 
of the Black-bole prifon, had made their efcape to Fulta, a defpicable village 
on the river’s fide; that fome families lived in tents on fhore, while others 
continued on board the fame fhips and veffels in which they had efcaped 
from Calcutta. In fhort, they reprefented the deplorable ftate in which the 
ladies as well as gentlemen were, in fo pathetic a manner, that the admiral 
was epreatly affected with the relation, and determined to pufh on imme- 
diately to their relief. Te was thoroughly fenfible indeed, that no time 
was to be lott, becaufe he was informed that the NMadod was then raifing 
feveral additional batteries on purpofe to obftruét his pafiage. He 
therefore contulted the two pilots, whether the Kext and Tyger, at the 
moft favourable time of the tide, could poffibly pals the Braces ; they 

both 
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both hefitated very much in their anfwers; but at laft the admiral, biaffed 
by the enterprizing fpirit and found judgment of Captain Speke, who had 
been in the river feveral times before, came to a refolution of making the 
attempt; which we happily fucceeded in, though not without great rifk 
to the fhips in pufhing through the fhoals, for through them, and not 
entirely over them, we forced our way *. 


On the 14th of December we had the fatisfaétion to arrive at Fulta, where 
we had the pleafure of meeting Captain Azvg, who being fick at Madrajs 
when the fquadron failed, was left behind; but, eager for action, before he 
was quite recovered, had taken his paflage in the Proteéfor, one of the com- 
pany’s fhips, commanded by Captain England, who was ordered to Bengal 
with Sepoys, to reinforce the troops under Colonel C/ive+. Captain 
King’s fhip the Blaze (commanded in his abfence by Lieutenant Peter 
Porter, an excellent but unfortunate officer, and who was afterwards killed 
in the expedition againft Manilla) having been obliged to bear away for 
Bombay, and not joining the fquadron afterwards, the captain ferved on 
board the Ket asa volunteer; and this unlucky incident reduced his fhare 
of prize-money, in confequence of our victories in the Ganges, 10000 /. lefs 
than otherwife it would have been. 


The reader may better conceive than ] exprefs, what welcome vifitors we 
were to our diftrefled countrymen at Fulta; who, after having lived in the 
moft affluent circumftances, were now funk down toa condition that fcarcely 


afforded them common neceffaries. The cup of affliction is always bitter, — 


but has the tafte of gall itfelf, when it tuddenly fucceeds a ftate of opu- 
lence. To fink at once into the loweft poverty from an eafy fortune; and 
from a condition that drew refpeét from others, to be reduced to one too 
often attended with derifion and contempt; are circumftances that quicken 
the fenfe of milery, and make misfortunes more intolerable. This was 
exactly the cafe of the prefent unhappy fufferers; they had fuftained fome 
figure in the world; they had kept a generous and hofpitable table, where the 
friend and the ftranger had tafted of the elegancies of life; but now, by a 
fudden reverfe of fortune, were themfelves obliged to defcend to the maft 
ervile offices, and to be dependent on the commiferation of others for a 
precarious fubfiftence. They were crowded together in the moft wretched 
habitations, clad in the meaneft apparel, and for almoft five months 
had been furrounded by ficknefs and difeafe, which made ftrange havoc 
among them; and yet, when-we faw them firft, to our great fur- 
prize, they appeared with as chearful countenances, as if no misfortunes 
had happened to them. This ferenity of theirs was certainly in great 


* In the year 1769 the Lord Holland,-one of the company’s fhips, was loft on thefe flioals. 


+ The ProteZor sailed the 29th of Ofcber, thirteen days after the fquadron, and arrived two 
days before us, by purfuing the track before mentioncd. 
ameafure 
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meafure owing to the pleafing hopes they now entertained of a fpeedy 
deliverance from their afflictions: though fome little fhare of it might alfo 
be imputed to their having been fo long difciplined in the fchool of. ad- 
verfity, as to make them kifs the rod, and in the true fpirit of chrif- 
tianity chearfully f{ubmit themfelves to the difpenfations of that benevo- 
lent Being, who, for wife and good reafons, had laid the burthen upon 
them. 


From thefe reflections, to which the fubject infenfibly led me; I thall 
now proceed to our operations for their relief. The third day after our 
arrival at Fu/ta the admiral fent the following fpirited letter to the Nabod, 
on the behalf of his injured countrymen. 





Admiral Charles Watfon, the great commander of the fleet belonging to 
the puiffant king of Great Britain, irrefiftible in battle, to Munferood 
Muluk Serajab Dowlah, Soubabdar of the provinces of Bengal, Babar 
and Orixa. 


“THE king my matter (whofe name is revered emong the monarchs of the 
world) fent me to thefe parts with a great fleet to protect the Eaf India 
company’s trade, rights, and privileges; the advantages refulting to the: 
Mogul’s dominions from the extenfive commerce carried on by my matter’s 
fubjects, are too apparent to need enumerating: how great was my fur- 
prize therefore to hear that you had marched againft the faid company’s 
factories with a large army, and forcibly expelled their fervants, feized and 
plundered their effects, amounting to a large fum of money, and killed great 
numbers of the king my mafter’s fubjetts. 

I am come down to Bengal to re-eftablith the faid company’s fervants im 
their former factories and houfes, and hope to find you willing to reftore to 
them their ancient rights and immunities. As you muft be fenfible of the 
benefit of having the Eugi/S fettled in your country, I doubt not you 
will confent to make them a reafonable fatisfaction for the loffes and 
injuries they have fuffered, and by that means put an amicable end to the 
troubles, and fecure the friendfhip of my king, who 1s a lover of peace, 
and delights in acts of equity. What can I fay more ?” 


From on board his Britannic Majefty’s fhip 
Kent, at Fulta, the 17th of Dec. 1756 *. 


On the 27th of December the admiral failed from Fulta with the Kent, Tyger, 
Salifbury, Bridgewater, King’s-fifher, and Walpole Indiaman, having firft em- 
barked the troops, which had been landed to refrefh them, and which now 
amounted to 600 Exropeans and about one thoufand Sepoys: Thefe were made 
up of the troops which we brought with us, and the remains of a detach- 


* To-tins letter the Nafod returned no anfwer, till after our taking Calcutta and 
Hou bley. 
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ment from Madra/s, which, as far back as uguft, had been difpatched to 
this river under the command of Major Kilpatrick, an experienced and good 
officer ; and intended for the relief of Calcutta, then fuppofed to be in dan- 
ger. The detachment at firft confifted of 240 men, but an epidemical 
fever had made fuch deftruétion among them, that not above ten were ca- 
pable of doing duty when we arrived at Fulta, and, to the belt of my re- 
membrance, not thirty of the whole detachment were left alive. 


On the 29th of December, at fix o’clock in the morning, the admiral having 
landed the company’s troops the evening before at Mayapore, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-colonel C/:ve, cannonaded Bougee Bougee fort, which was 
{trong and built of mud, and had a wet ditch round it. The fort began 
to fire at the Tyger at 7 in the morning, and foon after at the whole fqua- 
dron till 1 in the afternoon, but its batteries were at length filenced by 
the cannon from the fhips. About 11 o’clock the admiral made the 
fignal for the king’s troops to Jand, and join fome of the company’s, that 
were feen marching under the bank of the river. Captain Coote accord- 
ingly landed with the troops from the Kent and Yyger, joined the 
company’s divifion, and advanced and took poffeffion of two out-forts 
which the enemy had quitted without taking away their colours: about 
4 o'clock, two of the Kent’s g pounders were fent on fhore to make a 
breach in the gate-way, and Colonel Cive’s troops, after a very fatiguing 
march, were pofted at the back of the fort to intercept the enemy, fhould 
they attempt to make a retreat, and for this purpofe were divided into 
deveral different parties. One of thefe was unexpectedly attacked by 3000 


horfe and foot under the command of Monich-chund the Indian governor of 


Calcutta, and in this fkirmifh more than twenty of our troops were killed 
and wounded, but notwith{tanding this advantage, as foon as the colonel 
himfelf came up with a reinforcement, and had difcharged a few of his 
ficld-pieces, which did great execution among the AMigors, this commander 
in chict of the Nadvob’s army, after a mufket ball had paffed though his tur- 


ban, retired with precipitation. 


The cannon of the fort being filenced by the fquadron, but the 
garrifon not offering to furrender, and continuing to difcharge fire-arrows 
and {mall arms, it was determined in a council of fea and land officers on 
board the Kent, that Colonel Ciive fhould endeavour to take it by affault. 
For this purpofe, at five o’clock in the evening, the admiral landed an officer, 
two midfhipmen, and about forty failors from each fhip, under the command 
of Captain King, to aMfift the colonel in ftorming the fort, which he intended 
doing juft before day-light, under the cover of two 24 pounders mounted 
clofe to the ditch. In the mean time, the colonel had given directions, that the 
whole arimy, (the neceflary guards excepted) and the detachment from the 
fhips, fhould reft on the ground, in order to recover themfelves as much 
as pofible from the great fatigues they had under-gone in the preceding 


day’s fervice.. All now was quiet in the camp; and we on board the fhips, 
O 2 | which 
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4757. within fight of Calcutta, when the enemy began the attack by firing upon her. 

| ’ Captain Latham however had no fooner brought his fhip to an anchor, 
(which he did very much like an expert and gallant officer) but he brifkly 
returned the fire: and the Kent having come to an anchor alfo and difcharged 
a few broadfides, the Indians at 11 o’clock gave up the conteft; and 
obferving alfo. that Colonel Chive at the fame time had nearly invefted the 
town on the land fide, they abandoned the fort. On this fome of the old 
inhabitants of the town waved thcir hands from the fhore, and one of them 
hoifted an Engl pendant on a tree. The admiral immediately fent Cap. 
tain King afhore to take poffeffion of the fort in his majefty’s name, and in 
afew minutes after it was garrifoned with a detachment of Adlercron’s 
regiment, under the command of Captain Coote, who ferved on board the 
Kent, and who was appointed governor of this new conquett. 


Soon after Captain Coote had taken poffeffion of the fort, Colonel Chive 
entered the place at the head of the company’s troops, when the captain 
prefented to the colonel an order + which he had received from the admiral, 
appointing him governor of the fort; the colonel denied any authority 
Admiral Wat/cn had to appoint an inferior officer to him as governor, and 
told Captain Coote that he would take on himfelf the command; and if he 
offered to obftruct him, or difobey his orders, he would immediately put 
him under an arreft: the captain defired that he might acquaint Mr. 
Watfon with thefe particulars; to which the colonel confented.—Upon 
this the admiral fent Captain Speke on fhore to know by what authority 
the colonel took upon him the command of the fort; who anfwered, by 
the authority of his majefty’s commiffion as lieutenant-colonel and alfo 
commander in chief of the land forces. Captain Speke went to the admiral 
with this anfwer, and foon returned with a meflage from Mr. Wat/on to 
the colonel, that if he did not abandon the fort, he would fire him our. 
The colonel replied, he could not anfwer for the confequences, but that he 
would not give up his command. Soon after this, Captain Latham, 
who was in a ftrict intimacy with him, was fent by the admiral to 


t * By Charles Watfon, Efq; Vice-admiral of the blue {quadron of his majefty’s fleet, and 
commander in chief of his majefty’s fhips and veflels employed in the Lai Indies, and 
of the marine forces of the united company of merchants trading to and in thefe parts. 
You are hereby required and directed to garrifon the fort of Calcutta with his maje‘ty’s troops 

which you have now on fhore, and take care to pot centinels and guards fo as not to be fur- 

prized by the enemy. In the evening I fhall be on fhore; and you are not to quit your poit, 
or deliver up your command till farther orders from me. During your cantinuance on fhore, 
you are to take care that no diforders be committed by his majefiy’s troops, or any other people, 
but to treat the natives with humanity, and take particular care that there is no lundering, as 
fuch offenders may depend on the fevereft punithment. Given under my hand on board his 


majefty’s fhip the Kens, off Calcutta, 2d Fan. 1757. 
CHARLES Warson.” 


To Captain Eyre Coote, of his majefty’s 39th regiment 
of foot, _ 
By command of the admiral. 
Fenry Doidge. 2 
Colonel 
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Colonel Clive; they talked the affair over with calmnefs, and fooh fettled 175%, 
a difpute which otherwife might have ended greatly to the prejudice of the 
public caufe. The colonel’s meflages to Mr. Watfon implied, that if the 
admiral would come on fhore and command in perfon, he fhould have no 
manner of objection to it: And on Admiral Wat/on’s going on fhore the next 
day, the colonel delivered the keys of the garrifon into his hands, and then 
the admiral delivered them to the late governor, Mr. Drake, and his council. 
And thefe gentlemen, perfuaded by Colonel C/ive of the neceffity of the 
ftep, immediately publifhed a declaration of war againft the Nadod, in the 
name of the Eaf India company, as did Admiral Wat/on in that of the 
king his matfter. 


C H A Pp, 
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C H A P. IX. 


Operations againft Houghley, and burning the Granaries.—The Nabob marches 
with a great army towards Calcutta—A brifk cannonade between him and 
Colonel Clive. —Meffrs. Walfh and Scrafton fent to the Nabob with pro- 
pofals of peace, which prove abortive.—Colonel Clive attacks the Nabob ix 

dis camp.—Tbhe Nabob concludes a treaty of peace very advantageous to the 
Englifh Eaft India company.— Admiral Watfon refolves to reduce the French 
power in Bengal.—Corre/pondence between the Admiral and the Nabob.— 
Account of the attack of Chandernagore.—The Enelith forces take poffe/- 
fion of the place.—Galant bebaviour of Captain Speke and bis fon, &c. 


F TER the fuccefs of our forces at Calcutta, fome of the council of 
the French fettlement at Chandernagore, and alfo of the Dutch fettle- 
ment at Chinfura, came to pay their congratulatory compliments to the 
admiral and colonel. The firft were empowered to propofe a formal con- 
firmation of the neutrality which had been hitherto ftrictly obferved between 
the two companies in the Ganges: they fuggefted, that fuch a neutrality 
was not only neceffary for the mutual interefts of both nations, but pleaded 
a claim of particular indulgence on account.of the many good offices they 
had done the Exglifh in the time of their diftrefles at Fulta.. Thefe argu- 
ments certainly carried great force with them, and they were attentively 
liftened to by Admiral Vat/on, and our other principals; who would not 
have fcrupled to clofe with them, if the French in return would have 
joined our forces in the war we were now to carry on againft the Navod. 
But when this propofal was made to their deputies, they replied, that they 
were not invefted with proper authority to treat on that fubject. They 
therefore defired that they might be allowed to return to Chandernagore, 
to confult their governor and council on fo important a fubject. 


The uninterrupted train of fucceffes we had met with fince our Arlt entering 
the mouth of the Ganges, had ftruck the Nadvob and his adherents with fuch 
a panic, that our commanders came to a refolution of lofing no time, but 
to pufh on the war with the greateft vigour. Accordingly Hfoughley, a very 
large and rich city belonging to the Nadob, fituate on the river about thirty 
miles above Calcutta, was fixed upon as the next object of our military ope- 
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rations. This refolution was no fooner taken, but the Bridgewater, Captain 
Henry Smith, the King’s-fifoer loop, Captain Toby, and the Thunder bomb- 
ketch, Captain Warrick, (which veffel had been added to the fquadron in the 
Ganges) with all the boats of the fquadron mann’d with 150 failors, 200 
European troops and 250 Sepoys, were ordered on the expedition. Major Kil- 
patrick was appointed by Colonel C/ive to command the land forces, and Cap- 
tain King was, by the admiral, put at the head of the failors who were to act 
on fhore. This armament failed from Calcutta the 5th of Fanuary, and though 
they were impeded two days in their paffage, owing to the Bridgewater's 
running afhore, yet we had the fatisfaction to hear, that on the gth they came to 
an anchor off the place, and onthe roth the fhips cannonaded the fort till 12 
o'clock at night, when Major Kilpatrick fent Captain Coote to examine the 
breach they had made; he finding it practicable to enter, two attacks were 
immediately formed ; 50 men went to the main gate, and kept a conftant 
firing, while the chief force entered privately at the breach, and with very 
little refiftance took poffeffion of the city and fort, the enemy going to the 
place of the falfe attack, and then running away through one of the gates. 
The fort was much ftronger than was at firft imagined, and the pec 
conlifted of 2000 men, who fired very fmartly from five in the afternoon 
till ten at might, and killed and wounded feveral of our men before they 
ftormed. We took fome ammunition, and 20 guns, from 24 pounders down- 
wards. <A {mall quantity of Tutenegg, Tinkal and Fapan Copper was alfo 
found here, but far fhort of what was reported to have been in the place : 
however, it 1s very certain, that in Houghley we fhould have met with a 
very confiderable booty, had not our old friends the Dutch at Chinfura taken 
all the valuable effects and principal perfons of the Moors, under their 
protection. 


Soon after the ftorming and capture of Houghley, Captain Speke of the 
Kent, being fent up by the admiral, took on him the command of the 
failors, attd in conjunction with 50 foldiers and 100 Sepoys, under the com- 
mand of Captain Coote, undertook to burn a place called the Gongee, con- 
taining feveral large granaries and other ftorehoufes belonging to the 
Nabob, for the fupport of his army, about three miles from the fort. 
In their march, they entered a Portuguefe convent, where they were 1n- 
formed that between three and four thoufand of the enemy were encamped 
behind the village they were going to burn. Nothing daunted, they pro- 
ceeded, and marched into the village for about a mile and half, when Cap- 
tain Coote defired the failors, and ordered the land-forces to begin to fet fire 
to all the houfes in the rear, as they marched back. This was done; 
but before they had gotten half way, fome of the advanced guard came 
running and told the captain, that the enemy to the number of 5000 were 
marching up towards them, and had taken poffeffion not only of fome 
houfes, but of the men of war’s boats. As the rear of the detachment was 


well fecured by the houfes in flames, Captain Coote formed his 50 European 
P foldiers 
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foldiers into three platoons; but the ftreet was fo narrow, they were obliged 
to march by files, and the captain made every platoon into two firings, and 
fo advanced by ftreet firing brifkly upon them. At our firft fire the chief 
officer and ¢ of the enemy fell, on which their horfe gallop’d of; but their 
mufketry, under cover of fome houfes, and at the corner of lanes, killed and 
wounded fome of our men, but dared not openly attack us. Major Kil- 
patrick, on hearing the firing, marched out of the garrifon at Houghley to 
fupport the detachment, but the affair was over before he joined it, and 
on their return they found the fhips boats all fafe. 


After this fervice was performed, Captain Speke gave his commands to 
the failors to repair on board their boats, when three of them were miffing, 
who were then fuppofed to be either killed or defperately wounded; but 
it afterwards appeared that they had ftraggled into the country, and through 
their great fatigue had thrown themfelves on the ground, and fallen faft 
afleep. About the middle of the following night, feveral of the country 
villages were feen in flames by the officers on board the fhips, which 
appeared to them very extraordinary, and they could not poffibly account 
for it. Early the next morning, however, a raft was obferved foating 
down the river, and on it fat, with the greateft compofure imaginable, our 
three miffing failors; who, after they were taken off, and brought on board 
their thips, gave the following account of their adventure: ‘‘ that awak- 
ing in the beginning of the night, and perceiving their companions 
had left them, they judged it expedient to fet fire to all the villages, 
in order to intimidate the enemy, and make them believe that the whole 
detachment ftill continued on fhore, which had done them fo much mif- 
chief the preceding day. ‘That as foon as the day broke they repaired 
to the water’s edge to fearch for a boat, in which they hoped to be con- 
veyed on board their fhips. No fuch thing however could be found; but 
luckily for them this raft at length prefented itfelf, on which they refolved 
to truft themfelves.” By good fortune, they arrived fafe among their com- 
panions, before their enemies had fo far recovered from their panic, as ta 
think of cutting off their retreat. 


I cannot now afcertain the number of feamen killed in this expedition, 
but by the books of the hofpital, it appeared that twenty-five were wounded ; 
among whom was Mr. Edward Koderts, a young gentleman of the J/le of 
Wight, who ferved as midfhipman on board the Kent, and éwas fo much 
hurt by a mufket-ball- he received in his hand, as to be obliged to have it 
taken off, and was in great danger of his life for fome time afterwards. 
The admiral being informed of his misfortune, of the intrepidity he had 
fhewn in the action, and of his manly refolution at the time of the am- 
putation, fent him a meffage by me, defiring him to keep up his fpirits, 
and that for his good behaviour, he would foon make him a lieutenant. 

: ( This 
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This promife Mr. Wat/fon moft punttually fulfilled, by giving him a 


commiffion, dated Fanuary 1757 *. Mr. Hamilton, another brave young V7" 


gentleman, a midfhipman alfo of she Kent, was killed upcn the fpor. 
Mr. Owen and Mr. Sambie, midfhipmen of the Tyger, were wounded, but 
not mortally. And in confequence of this expedition to JJoughhy, though 
not by the fhot of the enemy, Lieutenant James Roddam of the Kent, lott 
his lite :fhe was a moft amiable young gentleman in every refpect, and fo 
nicely {crupulous of his honour, that when the expedition took place, he 
carefully concealed from the admiral’s knowledge an indifpofition which 
he had laboured under for fome days, and chearfully fet off with the 
armament from Calcutta; but through the great fatigue he underwent 
when the Bridgewater ran afhore, his difeafe, which was a Diarrhaa and 
fever, fo much increafed, that it became abtolutely neceffary for Caprain 
Smith to fend him back to the hofpital. He was received there on the 
11th, and died the 16th of Fanuary, greatly lamented by all his acquaint- 
ance, who refpected him not leis for his focial than his military virtues.. 
Lieutenant Fobn Clerke, (a fenfible and gallant young officer, a great 
favourite of the admiral’s, and who from his earlieft youth had been bred 
up at fea under him) had a very narrow efcape in this expedition, from 
a mufket-ball which entered at the fore-part of the crown of his hat, and 
went through it, but did him no kind of harm. Mr, Pye, ftorekeeper to 
the fquadron, who went a volunteer to Houghley with his friend Captain 
Speke, was very near Jofing his life; a bullet trom the enemy went through 
the breaft of a failor, and killed him on the fpot, as he was walking clofe 
by Mr. Pye’s fide. 


Soon after the reduction of Loughbley, the admiral difpatched Captain 
Richard King in a floop of 60 tons, to England, with an accourt of our 
fortunate proceedings thus far; and preparations were made for carrying 
the war as far as Dacca, by another branch of the river: had this expedi- 
tion taken place, doubtlefs it would have been attended with fuccefs, and 
confequently we fhould have been put in poffeffion of an immente treafure ; 
for here were no Dutchmen to counteract us in fecuring the perfons, and 
fecreting the effects of our enemies. But our attention was called off 
from this very defirable and tempting objeét, by the alarming intelligence 
we received, that the Nabod, incenfed at the lols of all his late conquetts, 
and alarmed at the rapidity of ours, had raifed a formidable army, and 
was marching at the head af it from his capital Muxedabed towards 
Calcutta, fully determined to drive the Exg/i/b out of all his territories, and 
take ample vengeance for the difgraces we had brought upon him. 


* This gallant officer remained in the Eaf Judie: after the author left that country, and 
ferved with great honour in all the fea engagements which happened between the Luglifs and 
French fleets under the command of Admiral, now Sir George Pocock. 
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On our taking of Houghley, and burning the granaries, the Nadod thought 
proper to take fome notice of Admiral Wat/on’s letter to him on his arrival 
at Fulta, and the following is a tranflation of the letter fent by Serajab 
Dowlab to the admiral; dated January 23d, 1757. | 


“* ‘YOU write me, that the king your mafter fent you into Jndta to pro- 
tect the company’s fettlements, trade, rights, and privileges: the inftant 
I received that letter, I fent you an anfwer*,; but it appears to me that 
my reply never reached you, for which reafon I] write again. I muft inform 
you that Roger Drake, the company’s chief in Bengal, a€ted contrary to 
the orders I fent him, and encroached upon my authority: he gave pro- 
tection to the king’s fubyeéts, who abfented themfelves from the infpection 
of the Durbar +, which practice I did forbid; but to no purpofe. On this 
account I was determined to punifh him, and accordingly expelled him 
my country. But it was my inclination to have given the Engii/h company 
permiffion to have carried on their trade as formerly, had another chief been 
fent here. .For the good therefore of thefe provinces, and the inhabitants, 
I fend you this letter; and if you are inclined to re-eitablifh the company, 
only appoint a chief, and you may depend upon my giving currency to 
their commerce, upon the fame terms they heretofore enjoyed: If the 
Englifo behave themfelves like merchants, and follow my orders, they may 
reft affured of my favour, protection, and affiftance. 


Ir you IMAGINE THAT BY CARRYING ON A WAR AGAINST ME, YOU CAN 
ESTABLISH A TRADE IN THESE DOMINIONS, YOU MAY DO AS YOU THINK 
FIT ff. 


The flave of Allum-gueer, king of Indoftan, the mighty Conqueror, the 
Lamp of Riches, Shab Kuly Khan, the moft valiant among warriors.” 


To this letter, the admisal fent the following anfwer, dated 27th of 
January, 1757. 


* YOUR letter of the 23d of this month I this day received. It has 
given me the greateft pleafure, as it informs me you had written to me 
before; a circumftance I am glad to be affured of under your hand, as the 
not anfwering my letter, would have been fuch an affront as I could not 
— put up with unnoticed, without incurring the anger of the king my 
matter. 


* This affertion was never credited. + The court or levee of the Nadod. 


{ This paragraph, printed in Smart Capitats, was written with the Nadoé’s own 
hand; and the Reader 1s defired to obferve, that in the feveral letters which paffed between 
the Admiral and Nadob, here inferted, what was written by themfelves is thus diftinguifhed. 


You 
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You tell me in your letter, that the reafon of your expelling the Engl/h 1757. 
out of thefe countries, was the bad behaviour of Mr. Drake, the company’s “——-— 
chief in Bengal. But befides, that princes, and rulers of {tates, not feeing 
-with their own eyes, nor hearing with their own ears, are often mifinformed, 
and the truth kept from them by the arts of Bef and wicked men; was 
it becoming the juftice of a prince to punifh all for one man’s fake? Or 
to ruin and deftroy fo many innocent people, as had no way offended, but 
who, relying on the faith of the royal Phirmaund*, expected protection and 
fecurity both to their property and lives, inftead of oppreffion and murder, 
which they unhappily found? Are thefe actions becoming the juftice 
of a prince? Nobody will fay they are. They-.can only then have been 
caufed by wicked men, who have mifreprefented things to you through 
malice, or for their own private ends; for great princes delight in acts of 
juftice, and in fhewing mercy. 


If therefore you are defirous of meriting the fame of a great prince and 
lover of juftice, fhew your abhorrence of thefe proceedings, by punifhine 
thofe evil counfellors who advifed them; caufe latisfadtion to be made to 
the company, and to all others who have been deprived of their property ; 
and by thefe acts turn off the edge of the fword which 1s ready to fall on 
the heads of your fubjects. 


If you have any caufe of complaint againft Mr. Drake, as it is but juft 
the mafter alone fhould have a power over his fervant; fend your com- 
plaints to the company, and I will anfwer for it, they will give you fatif- 


faction. 


ALTHOUGH I AM A SOLDIER AS WELL AS You, I HAD RATHER RECEIVE 
SATISFACTION FROM YOUR OWN INCLINATION TO DO JUSTICE, THAN BE 
OBLIGED TO FORCE IT FROM YOU BY THE DISTRESS OF YOUR INNOCENT 


SUBJECTS.” 


The Naéod being determined by all means to extirpate the Eng/i/b, took 
no notice of this letter, till he had collected together his forces, and 
began his march towards us, when the admiral received from him the 


following. 


« ‘YOU have taken and plundered Houghley, and made war upon my 
fubjects: thefe are not actions becoming merchants! I have therefore 
left Muxadabad, and am arrived near Houghley, I am hikewile croffing the 
river with my army, part of which is advanced towards your camp. Never- 
thelefs, if you have a mind to have the company’s bufinefs fettled upon its 
ancient footing, and to give a currency to their trade , fend a perfon of con- 
fidence to me, who can make your demands, and treat with me upon this 


* Phirmaund or Firmaun, a grant or decree of the Mogu/ or emperor; but commonly ufed 
in Bengal for the patent of the emperor Furrukh/feer which granted to the Engli/p {everal im- 
ortant privileges, | . 
oe 4 affair, 
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1757. affair. I fhall not feruple to grant a Perwannah * for the reftitution of all the 

Venymme/ company’s factories, and permit them to trade in my country upon the fame 
terms as formerly. If the Exglifb, who are fettled in thofe provinces, will 
behave like merchants, obey my orders, and give me no offence, you may 
depend upon it, I will take their loffes into confideration, and adjuft matters 
to their fatisfadtion. You know how difficult it is to prevent foldiers 
from plundering in war; therefore if you will on your parts relinquifh 
fomething of the damages you have fuftained by being pillaged by my 
army, I will endeavour to give you fatisfaction even in that particular, in 
order to gain your friendfhip, and preferve a good underitanding for the 
future with your nation. You are a Chriftian, and know how much prefer- 
able it is to accommodate a difpute, than to keep it alive, but if you are 
determined to facrifice the intereft of your company, and the good of 
private merchants, to your inclinations for war, it is no fault of mine: to 
prevent the fatal confequences of fuch a ruinous war, | write this letter.” 


The Nabod waited not for a reply, but advanced with his forces, which 
confifted of 18,000 horfe and 15,000 foot, 10,000 pioneers, and about 40,000 
Cooleys, horfekeepers, cooks, Bazar-men, &c. 50 elephants, and 40 pieces of 
cannon; and yet, infinitely inferior as our troops were in number to this vaft 
multitude, being but 711 £uropeans in battalion, about 100 artillery, 1300 
Sepoys, with 14 field pieces 6 pounders, befides the cannon on our batteries,” 
they placed fuch confidence in the good fortune and abilities of their com- 
mander, that they did not in the leaft hefitate to abide the attack. Agree- 
able to this refolution, the colonel formed his camp on a fpot of ground 
near the river, about four miles to the northward of Cakutia, between it and 
the Nabob’s army : indeed Ca/cutta was then not defenfible, the fort had no 
ditch, its baftions did not deferve the name, and there were houles fo near 
the fort as to command the few fortifications 1t had +. 


On the 2d of February, the admiral by invitation dined with the colonel 
in his camp; but they had not finifhed their meal, before the Nabod’s army 
appeared in view, marching at about a mile diftance from them, in the 
way towards Calcutta. ‘The admiral foon took his leave of the gentlemen of 
the army, and returned in his boat to Calcutta, to give the enemy a proper 
reception, fhould they attempt to recover the fort; one or two of their fcouting 
partics hred at him as he pafled down the river. ‘The fame evening, the 
colonel marched out of the camp with a detachment of men and fix field: 
pieces two miles towards the enemy, and drew up oppofite to their line of 
march. A cannonade prefently began between him and the Nadod, (who 
fired from 10 pieces of cannon, fome of them 32 pounders) and which con- 


* An order or grant. 


+ While the colonel was in fearch of a proper place for an encampment, a wild buffalo ran 
at his guard; and although the Sepoy it attacked, difcharged his mufket ball into its body, 
and received it on his bayonet, yet the creature killed the man, and made off. The wild 
buffaloes are here very large; they exceed the largeft ox in Exg/and, and have legs remarkably 
thick and ftrong: their horns lie on their back as they walk, their head being in an horizontal 
polture ; but when they teed, their horns ftand ereét. 


tinued 
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tinued till it was quite dark, when the colonel perceiving that nothing of 1757. 
conlequence could be gained by it, ordered his men to defift, and to return ““~—™ 
to their camp. In this little affair, we had a few men killed, and among 

the wounded were Captain Nicholas Heller of the king’s regiment, and 
Captain fra/fer of the company’s troops. 


The following day, Mefirs. Wal/b and Scrafton, in confequence of a pro- 
pofal made by the Nadod, that two proper perfons might be fent to him to 
treat of a peace, were diipatched with the admiral’s and colonel’s demands. 
But thefe gentlemen, inftead of meeting with him at the place he himilelf 
had appointed, were conducted to Omichund’s garden, which lies within the 
bound-ditch of Calcutta, and which he had now fixed upon for his head 
quarters. His army was encamped on a plain about 4 miles to the eatt- 
ward of the town, and now between it and our army. ‘They did not fail to 
exprefs their furprize to the Naded at not finding him at the place of his 
Own appointment, and to which they had been directed to repair, by their 
principals; adding that they very much doubted whether it was in their 
power to treat with him in any other place. After entering however a 
little upon the bufinefs that brought them thither, they foon found from 
his converfation, that his intention was only to amule; they therefore 
preffed for a permiffion to leave him, and prefently after withdrew. He 
referred them, for a farther explanation of his fentiments, to one of his 
principal agents, who was a Seref or Banker; but as foon as Mefirs. Wal/h 
and Scrafton could get from him, they thought it prudent (for fear of any 
treachery) to put out their light, and then made the beft of their way to the 
colonel at his camp. 


As foon as the colonel had been acquainted with the iffue of their nego- 
tiation, he came to an immediate refolution of attacking the Naéod in his 
camp that very night. For this purpofe, he difpatched away an exprefs to 
the adiniral, acquainting him with his defign, and defiring him to ftrengthen 
his little army with a reinforcement of fatlors. Orders were accordingly 
iffued to the feveral captains of the fquadron to fend their proportion 
of officers and failors for this fervice, all volunteers, and who made 
up a body of five hundred and fixty-nine men. They had orders to 
proceed immediately by water to the camp, under the command of Captain 
Thomas Warrick of the Thunder bomb-ketch, and they joined the colonel 
about two in the morning, whofe troops were already under arms. Captain 
Warrick with his reinforcement was ordered to attend and guard the train 
of artillery, which confiited of fix field-pieces and one cohorn. Soon after- 
wards they marched off the ground in the following order: The king’s 
and company’s granadiers in the front; the fatlors with the train next; then 
followed the battalion; and the Sepoys brought up the rear. At three, 
the colonel altered his difpofition, and marched the battalion before the 
train. In this order they went on unperceived till day-break, (having Mr. 
Amyatt, one of the counci!, ard a black man, for their guides.) oo 
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1757. five o'clock they got over the trenches into the Nadob’s camp, and then 

tye began firing away on all fides, making their way quite through the camp, 
and killing great numbers of the enemy. Unfortunately, there was at that 
time one a thofe remarkable thick fogs, which at certain feafons of the 
year prevail in Bengal, and render objects at the diftance of two or three 
yards as invifible as in the darkeft night; by this the guides miftook their 
way, and inftead of going on to the Nadod’s head quarters, as the colonel 
intended, they turned too much to the left, and led the troops without the 
~Bungelo ditch, behind which the enemy had entrenched themfelves. This 
miftake in all probability faved the Nadod’s whole army from an entire 
defeat , it is certain, that it made the colonel’s victory much lefs complete 
than it otherwife would have been; for as the day advanced, and the fog 
difperfed, he could not think of renewing the action by attacking the enemy 
again with his {mall body of forces, fecured as they were behind a ftron 
intrenchment made fome years before by the English for the defence of 
Calcutta again{t the Mabarattas. He therefore drew off his little army, and 
gaining a pafs over the intrenchment about a mile from the place of action, 
advanced amidft a brifk cannonading on both fides towards Ca/cutta, where 
the army arrived about noon. 


We loft upwards of fifty men in this action; a platoon of the company’s 
grenadiers being blown up before day by a fhower of the enemies arrows 
with fire-rockets falling upon them, which fet fire to the powder that they 
carried in their pockets. Captain Pye, and Captain Bridges, (the laft of 
whom was alfo Colonel C/ve’s fecretary) were killed early in the morning. 
Lieutenant Lutwidge * of the Sali/bury was mortally wounded, and about 
15 other feamen loft their lives. The carriages of two pieces of our 
cannon which were in the rear of the army, breaking, we were obliged to 
leave them behind. 


We had various accounts of the number killed in the Nadod’s army in 
this action. A Brahmin, who was in his camp foon afterwards, affured us, 
that he had 1300 men killed and wounded. Among the former, were 
two of his principal generals, 22 captains, &%c. Five hundred horfes were 
alfo killed, and three or four elephants. So great a flaughter however was 
made among them, as to alarm the Nadod, and fill his mind with continual 
apprehenfions of being foon attacked again. For the colonel, prefently 
after his return to Calcutta, by a very {pirited and excellent manceuvre, 
at five the fame afternoon took poffeffion of his former camp, and like a 
heavy cloud, feemed to hang over the Nadob’s army, ready to bur{t upon 
it. This timorous Barbarian therefore, for fear of a fecond {furprize, 
kept his troops under arms the whole night. 


* Mr. Lutaidge was one of thofe many fpirited young gentlemen who went in Admiral 
Watfon’s agri to the Eaf Indies, and who were often juftly denominated the flower of 
the navy; he died at fick quarters the 10th of March, of the wound he received. 

Immediately 
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Immediately after the ftorming of the Nabob’s camp, the admiral wrote 
the following letter to him, dated February 6, 1757. | 


“ THE letter, which you will receive with this, was written the day 
before yeiterday *; but before that I could get it tranflated into the Perfian 
language in order to its being fent to you, I was informed by Colonel 
Clive, that you had treated his deputies with difrefpect, and that you was 
within the bounds of Calcutta, from which you had refufed to retire. 


Evidences fo full and pofitive, of your bad intentions towards us, that 
however {trong my inclinations might be towards peace, I could no longer 
entertain any reafonable hopes of feeing it accomplifhed. I therefore de- 
fired Colonel Cive to fhew you what an army of Englifhmen was capable of 
doing, that before it was too late you might agree to the propofals, which 
would be made to you. He yielded to my defire, and marched through 
your whole camp, as if it had not been filled with armed men, after which 
he returned to his own, where he will remain yet a little while, in hopes 
of feeing you accede to the reafonable propofals, which are now offered to 
you for the laft time, from the fecret committee. If you are wife, you will 
grant them the juftice that is their due; otherwife, the fword is going to be 
drawn that never will be fheathed again.” 


* The inclofed letter, was as follows: 


‘* THE letter which you fent me in anfwer to my reply to your former letter, I received 
the day before yefterday. But as I was fitting down to write an anfwer to it, intelligence 
was brought me, that part of your army had entered Calcutta, and that the remainder was 
advancing in great hafte towards our camp. J had no fooner heard thefe things, than looking 
towards the town, the fmoke and flames which I faw afcending from it, confirmed their truth. 
Wherefore, from fuch appearances, looking upon all treating as at an end, I gave over the 
thoughts of writing. Since this, I hear from Colonel C/rve that you have again made offers 
of treating, and that in confequence thereof he has fent to you Meffrs. Walp and Scrafion 
with propofals of accommodation; a proof fo demonftrative of our pacific inclinations, 
that nothing can be added to it. For my own particular fentiments, if you will look 
back upon my letters, you will find that they always propofed amicable methods; and iny 
actions have always correfponded with them, for it was not till after defpairing of peace, 
by having no-anfwers to my letters, that I could prevail on myfelf to commit any hottilities ; 
to which | was always fo averfe, that even in the midit of victory, I ftopt fhort to liften to 
the voice of peace. Tam ftill inclined to it, notwithftanding the little profpect of its taking 
place. However, to take away all blame from me, both in the eyes of God and man, and 
to convince the world how much rather I wifh to fee the happinefs of mankind than their 
mifery, I write this. : 

If you really and fincerely mean to treat of peace, liften to the propofals which will be 
made by the gentlemen who are now with you. They afk nothing but juftice, nor mean 
any thing more than the mutual good of both nations. If you refufe it, remember, that 
princes ure only placed at the head of mankind to procure their happinefs; and that they 
muft one day give a very fevere account, if through ambition, revenge, or avarice, they fail 


in their duty. I have done mine in giving you my advice.” 
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The day fallowing, the Nabeb made overtures for a peace, and drew off 
his forces, and began his march back to his capital Muyadabad; and on 
the gth of February the following letter was received by the admiral, with 
the treaty of peace. . 


The Nabob ta the Admiral. 


‘“ THE colonel’s letter I have received, with the agreement of the 
governor and council figned and  fealed. He defires me to get the articles 
of the treaty now made, ratified by my great men and principal officers. 
I have complied with his requeft: it will be proper likewife for you and 
the colonel on one part, and myfelf on the other, to execute an agreement, 
that hoftilities between us fhall ceafe; that the Engi/b will always remain 
my. friends and allies, and that they will affift me againft my enemies. For 
this purpofe, I fend a perfon of diftinction and confidence who will fpeak 
at large the fentiments of my heart, and I hope you will inform him of 
your difpofition towards me. The articles which were fent to me, I have 
returned, figned by myfelf, the king’s Duan, my own Duan, and theBukh/bi 
of my army. 1 fhould be glad if you would confirm this treaty by a paper 
under your hand and feal, as the colonel has done. I have in the moft 


folemn manner called God and the Prophets to witnefs, that I have made 


peace with the Exgh/b. As long as I have life I fhall efteem your enemies 
as enemies to me, and will affift you to the utmoft of my power whenever 
you require it. Do you likewife, and the colonel, and chiefs of the 
Englifo factory fwear in the prefence of the Almighty God to obferve and 
perform your part of the treaty, and to efteem my enemies as your own, 
and always be ready to give me your affiftance again{ft them: and though 
you may not come yourfelf, f flatter myfelf you will fend the aid I fhall at 
any time afk for. God is the witnefs between us in this treaty. 


GOD anv nis PROPHET S are witnesses, THAT I NEVER WILL DEVI- 
ATE FROM THE TERMS OF THE TREATY I HAVE NOW MADE WITH THE 
ENGLISH company, AND THAT I WILL ON ALL OCCASIONS SHEW THEM 
MY FAVOUR, RELYING ON YOUR FAITH FO OBSERVE INVIOLABLY YQUR PART 


QF THE TREATY. 


Articies acceded to, figned and fealed by the Nasox, oth of February, 1757. 


L Whatever rights and privileges the king hath granted to the Englifh 
company in the Phirmaunds * and Hufbalbookums + fent from Delhi, fhall 
not be difputed, or taken from them, and the immunities therein mentioned 
ftand good and be acknowledged. Whatever villages are given by the 
Phirmaunds to the company, fhall likewife be granted, notwithftanding they 


* Patents or papers figned by the Mogu/, 


+) Papers figned by the Vizir, 
have 
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have been denied them by former Scubshdars, but the Zemindars of thefe 1754, 
Vsereomygoratoey 


villages are not to be hurt or difplaced without caufe. 
I do agree to the terms of the Phirmaund. 


II. All goods paffing and repaffing through the country by land or 
water in Bengal, Babar, and Orixa with Engh/h Duftucks, fhall be exempt 
from any tax, fee or impofition from Choguedars, Gaulivabs, Zemindars* 
or any others. 


I agree to this. 


IIIf. All the company’s factories feized by the Nabob thall be returned. 
All the money, goods and effects belonging to the company, their fervants 
and tenants, and which have been feized and taken by the Nadoé, fhall be 
reftqred. What has been plundered and pillaged by his people fhall be 
made good by the payment of fuch a fum of money as his juftice fhall think 
reafonable. 


T agree to reftore whatever has been feized and taken by my orders, and 
accounted for in my Sincany t. 


IV. That we have permiffion to fortify Calcutta in fuch a manner ag 
we think proper without interruption. 


I confent to it. 


V. That we fhall have liberty to coin Siccas both of gold and filver, 
of equal weight and fineneds to thofe of Muxadabad, which fhall pafs cur- 
rent in the province, and that there be no demand made for a deduction 
of Batta. | 

I confent to the Enghth company’s coining their own Bullio n inta 
Siccas. 


VI. That the treaty fhall be ratified by figning, fealing, and {wearing 
in the prefence of God and his Prophets to abide by the articles therein 
contained, not only by the Natod, but his principal officers and minifters. 


I have fealed and figned the articles in the prefence of God and bit 
Prophets. 


Vil. That Admiral Charles Watfon and Colonel Rodert Clive, on the part and 
behalf of the Engli/b nation and of the company, do agree to live in a good un« 
derftanding with the Nadod, to put anend to the troubles, and be in friend: 


* Officers belonging to the cuftoms and revenues, 


+ Government books. | | / 
| Q2 fhip 
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17547, fhip with him, whilft thefe articles are obferved and performed by the 
Nabob. : 


I have figned and fealed the foregoing articles upon thefe terms, that if 
the governor and council will fign and feal them with the company’s feal, and 
will fwear to the performance on their part, I then confent and agree. to 
them. : 


Then followed the Nasod’s feal, and Meer Faffer and Rajah Dullub, two 
of his general officers, alfo underfigned it. 


The Governor and Council's agreement with the Nabob of Bengal. 


“ We the Englifh Eaft India company, in the prefence of his Excellency 
the Nabob Munferood Muluk Serajab Dowlah, Soubabdar of the provinces 
of Bengal, Babar and Orixa, by the hands and feal of the council, do agree 
and promife in the moft folemn manner, that the bufinefs of the company’s 
factories, which are in the jurifdiction of the Nadob, thal] be tranfacted 
as formerly ; that we will never do violence to any perfons without caule ; 
that we will never offer protection to any perfons having accounts with the 
government, to any of the king’s Faluckdars or Zemindars, to any mur- 
therers or robbers, nor will ever act contrary to the tenor of the articles 
granted by the Nabob, we will carry on our trade in the former channel; 
and never in any refpect deviate from this agreement.” 


The admiral alfo made the following return to the Nabod, 


“© T received the letter, you have done me the honour to write me, by 
Runjel Roy, who has given me the greateft fatisfaction by acquainting 
me with your good difpofition towards our nation, and your fincere defire 
to live with us in the ftricteft terms of friendfhip and alliance. 


Before this letter can come to your hands, he. will have made known to 
you, how much I agree in the fame fentiments ; the fincerity of which I hope 
every day to manifeft more and more, that you may be thereby convinced 
how much the Englife have been wronged by thofe who have reprefented 
them to you, as an ambitious, troublefome’ people. I truft you will live to 
fee by their conduct henceforward, that their character is the very reverfe ; 
and that there*is not in the world a more peaceable people, when not op- 
preffed ; although I confefs there are none more ready to draw the {word, 
when greatly injured. | 


The paper of agreement to the treaty on my part, I fend you herewith; 
done in the manner you defired it, figned with my hand and fealed 
with my feal. And I call upon the Almighty, whom we both worfhip, 


to. bear witnefs againft and punifh me, if I ever fail in obferving to the 
| gr utmoft, 
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utmoft of my power, every part of the treaty, concluded between yourfelf 1757. 
and the Exgijp nation, fo Jong as you fhall faithfully obferve your part, 

which I make no doubt will be as long as you have Jife. What can I add 

more? but my wifhes, that your life may be long, and crowned with all 
manner of profperity.” 


“© I Charles Watfon, 8c. Fe. in the name of his Britannic majefly, and in: 
the prefence of God and ‘Yefus Chrift, do folemnly declare, that 1 will faith- 
fully obferve and maintain the peace concluded on the gth of hedruary, 
1757, between the Soubahbdar, Se. and the Englifh, in every part and 
article thereof. And that fo long as the Soubahdar, fc. fhall abide by his 
promifes, and the articles figned by him, I will always Jook upon his 
enemies as the enemies of my nation, and when called upon, will grant him 
all the affiftance in my power.” 


The Soubabdar or Nabob, on the ratification of the treaty, fent the ufual 
prefent to the admiral, governor, and colonel; to each an elephant, a drefs 
or vett, and head jewel, and which were received by the governor and colonel as 
reprelentatives of the company; but Mr. WVat/on, as reprefentative of the 
king, refufed to accept the prefent. However, he received the Nabod'’s 
officers who brought them, in a very polite manner on board the Kent, and 
difplayed to them his lower tier of 32 pounders, of which they made a 
dreadful report to their mafter, who not conceiving any great liking to his 
new friends, continued his march with all hafte to the capital, hap ily 
for his fubjects fomewhat humbled by his late defeat. Mr. airs, one of 
the council, being well verfed in the country language, and in their politics 
and cuftoms, accompanicd the Nebod to attend the fulfilling of the 
treaty *. 


Mr. Vatts carried with him the following letter from the admiral to the 
Nabob, dated the 16th of February 1757. 


“ OMICHUND has informed me of the particulars you was pleafed 
to inftruct him with. ‘he advice you have received of a fleet of French 
men of war, and a large land army under the command of Monfr. Buffy, 
being in their way to thefe provinces, I believe is true; I have likewre 
heard that they are coming here to commit hoflilities againit us. In regard 
to your defire, that I would do all in my power to prevent their coming 
into thefe territories; you may affure yourfelf, I will ufe my beft endeavours 
to prevent it, in order to manifeft my friendfhip for you. A requeft of this 
nature I fhall always take pleafure in granting, and by my readinefs to 
comply with your defire, you will be fufficiently convinced of the fincerity 
ef my friendfhip and efteem, and be fatisfed with my actions. What has 
been defiroyed and ruined by your anger and refentment, [ truft will again 


* Scrafion’s reflections on the government of Jndo/faa. 


I | flourifh. 
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1757. flourifh under your favour and protection. Mr. Watts is now fent to wait 
upon you, in behalf of the governor and council, and I flatter myfelf you 
will confent to the petitions he may have to make *.” 


Thus by the fpirited and gallant behaviour of the two Engli/b command- 
ers, the affairs of the company, which a few months before feemed verging 
‘on inevitable ruin, were not only quite retrieved, but put upon a firmer 
and better footing than ever; and the treaty would have been yet more 
advantageous than it was, had not the admiral and colonel, juft at the time of 
drawing it, received intelligence of a war with France, which was foon after- 
wards fully confirmed by the arrival of Commodore Fames + in the Re- 
venge, and the French garrifon at Chandernagore was well known to confitt 
of 500 Europeans and more than a 1000 Sepoys, which if they had then 
joined the Nabob, muft have probably terminated in our company’s ruin. 
Confidering all circumftances, the treaty was honourable and advantageous 
for us, and the Nabob was in fome meafure punifhed for thofe unheard of 
cruelties which he had fo wantonly exercifed againft many innocent indi- 
viduals f. 


As foon as all difficulties with the Jvdians were thus happily removed, 
the next object that naturally prefented itfelf, was the reducing the French 
power in this province. The committee indeed, who had the direction of 
the company’s affairs in Bengal, took care to reprefent to the admiral, that 
as a had been concluded with the Nadod, this was the only opportu- 
nity he perhaps might ever meet with for acting offenfively againft the 
French, from whofe councils, great evils were ftill to be expected. 


The admiral, who plainly faw the force of this reafoning, moft readily 
came into the propofal ; and nothing would have prevented his immediately 
commencing hoftilities againft the French, had not fome gentlemen of that 
nation arrived at this time from Chandernagore with frefh propofals for a 
neutrality. Thefe were thought fo reafonable by many gentlemen of our 
company’s council, that for a while matters ftood in a ftate of fufpence, and 


* Thefe were for his confent to our attacking the French. 


+ Mr. Yames’s arrival in the Ganges, was very opportune, not only on account of the 
“certain intelligence of the war with France, but by bringing with him in his own fhip and 
two tranfports, a detachment of 500 men, which enabled us immediately to act offenfively 
apainft the French. His great merit in undertaking, and unremitting perfeverance in accom- 
piifhing, the paffage round from Bombay ia that uncommon late feafon of the year, ought alfo 
to be particularly noticed; as well as bis taking on the paflage L’ Indien, a French Indiaman, 
laden with warlike flores and provifions for the Freach f{quadron then at the ifland of Mauri- 
tius, which greatly diftreffed them, and retarded their operations. 


t Upon the ratification of the treaty with the Naéod, the admiral fent home Captain 
Warrick with exprefles ef intelligence to the Secretary of State and the Admiralty. 
, 7 nothing 
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nothing was talked of but a treaty of peace and amity between the two 
nations in Bengal. At length, the following fuggeftion arofe: “ Whether 
the government of Chandernagore, (being fubordinate to that at Pondicherry) 
had in themielves fufficient authority to make the treaty valid, fhould the 
prefidency at Pondicherry chance to difapprove of their proceedings.” This 
fingle queftion pur an end to al] thoughts of a neutrality; for as the French 
deputies, upon its being put to them, did not prefume to anfwer in the 
afirnrative, and as ic was by this time known that war had adtually been 
declared between the twa nations in Europe, the admiral] caine to a retolu- 
tion of breaking off the negotiation. Accordingly he, on the part of his 
majefty, and the committee, on that of the Engl Haff India conypany, 
entered into an agreement for attacking Chandcrnagore, the principal fettle- 
ment of the Freuch in this part of the Jndies, and ftrongly garrifoned. The 
fort was a regular fquare, about three quarters of a mile in circumference, 
with 4 baftions, each mounting 16 guns, befides fome on the curtain, and a 
battery of 4 pieces of cannon on the top of achurch. There was a dry 
foffe round the three fides to the land, with a glacis of about 40 yards. At 
the northward port was a ravelin mounting 5 guns, and oppofite the port 
towards the water fide was a mud battery of 6 guns which flanked down 
the river. 


The expedition would have taken place in a few days, had not the Nadbob 
interpofed: as early as the 1gth of February, he fent the following letter 
to the admiral. 


*“ TO put an end to the hoftilities in my country and dominions, I 
canfented and agreed to the treaty of peace with the Eag//b, that trade and 
commerce might be carried on as formerly ; to which treaty you have agreed, 
and a firm accommodation between us 1s tettled and elftablifhed: you have 
hkewife fent me an agreement, under your awn hand and feal, net to difturb 
the tranquility of my country; but it now appears that you have a defign 
to befiege the French factory near Houghley, and to commence hoftiliries 
againtt that nation. ‘This is contrary to all rule and cuftom, that you fhould 
bring your animofities and differences into my country, for it has never 
been known fince the days of Timur, that the Europeans made war upon 
one another within the king’s dominions. If you are determined to befiege 
the French factories, I fhall be neceffitated in honour and duty to my king, to 
afift them with my troops. You feem inclined to break the treaty fo 
lately concluded between us; formerly the Mabarattas intetted thele domi- 
nions, and for many years harraffed the country with war, but when the 
difpute was accommodated, and a treaty of peace with that people con- 
cluded, they never broke, nor will they ever deviate from, the terms af the 
faid treaty. It is a wrong and wicked pra¢tice, to break through and pay 
no regard to treaties made in the moft fulemn manner; you.are certainly 
bound to abide by your part of the treaty itnictly, and never to atrempt or 


be the occafion of any troubles or difturbances in future within the provinces 
under 


(195%. 
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1757- under my jurifdiction. I willon my part obferve moft punétually what I 


nent 


have promifed and confented to. 


I WILL MAINTAIN AND PRESERVE ON MY PART THE TREATY OF PEACE 
IT HAVE MADE WITH THE ENGLISH, wich WITH THE PERMISSION OF 
Gop I HOPE WILL CONTINUE FOR EVER. YOU MAY HAVE HEARD, THAT 
FOR SEVEN YEARS, WE HAD CONSTANT WARS WITH THE. MAHA- 
RATTA’s, sur WHEN A TREATY OF PEACE WAS CONCLUDED WITH THEM, 
THEY STRICTLY OBSERVED THE TERMS, AND NEVER DEVIATED FROM THEM. 
Ir 1s BUT JUST AND REASONABLE THAT YOUR NATION SHOULD PAY RE- 
GARD TO THE LATE TREATY, AND COMMIT NO HOSTILITIES IN MY COUN- 
TRY, NOR DISTURB ITS TRANQUILITY WITH ANY DIFFERENCES, THAT MAY 
SUBSIST BETWEEN YOU AND OTHER EUROPEAN powers. 


To this, the Admiral fent the following reply, dated the a1ft of Fe- 
bruary, 1757. : 

“ YOUR letter of the 19th, I was honoured with this morning, and 
obferve that you difapprove of our committing hoftilities againft the French 
fettled in thefe provinces. Had I imagined it would have given you any 
umbrage, I fhould never have entertained the leaft thoughts of difturbing 
the tranquility of your country, by acting againft that nation within the 
Ganges; and am now ready to defift from attacking their fa¢tory, or commit- 
ting other hoftilities againft them in thefe provinces, it they will confent and 
agree to a folid treaty of neutrality; and if you as Scubabdar of Bengal will 
under your hand guarantee this treaty, and promile to protect the Englih 
from any attempts made by that nation againft our fettlements during my 
abfence. I am perfuaded you have heard of no people in the world who 
pay a ftricter regard to their word, and to the faith of treaties, than the 
Englifh; and 1 do fincerely afiure you, that I will inviolably preferve the 
peace we have concluded with you, and | dare aniwer for the colonel and 


the company’s reprefentatives, that they will not attempt to intringe any 


part of it. 


I HAVE RATIFIED THE LATE TREATY BETWEEN YOU AND THE EN- 
GLISH witH My HAND AND SEAL; AND | NOW REPEAT My ASSU- 
RANCES, MADE IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD anv or JESUS CHRIST, 
THAT I WILL MAINTAIN AND PRESERVE INVIOLABLY MY PART OF THE 
SAID TREATY, NOT DOUBTING OF YOUR SINCERITY IN PERFORMING SUCH 
ARTICLES AS YOU HAVE CONSENTED TO. I LIKEWISE PROMISE THAT I 
WILL NOT DISTURB THE TRANQUILITY OF YOUR COUNTRY, BY COM- 
MITTING ANY HOSTILITIES AGAINST THE FRENCH, provipep you wILL 
BE ANSWERABLE FOR THEIR OBSERVANCE OF A STRICT NEUTRALITY 
WITH US.” 


The 
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_ The French, by the prevailing power of corruption, had gained fome of 145+: 
the courtiers, and they fo influenced the Nabob, that without waiting for yaw 
the above anfwer to his letter of the 19th, on the 20th he fent another let- 

ter to the admiral. 


“ THE letter I wrote to you yefterday, I imagine you have received , 
fince which I have been informed by the French Vackeel that five or fix 
additional fhips of war have arrived in the river, and that more are ex- 
pected. He reprefents likewife, that you defign commencing hoftilities 
againftme and my fubjects again, as foon as the rains are over. This is 
not acting agreeable to the character of a true foldier, and a man of honour, 
who never violated their words. If you are fincere in the treaty concluded 
with me, fend your fhips of war out of the river, and abide ftedfaftly by 
your acreement; I will not fail in the obfervance of the treaty on my part. 
Is it becoming or honeft to begin a war, after concluding the peace fo 
lately and folemnly? The Mabarattas are bound by no go/pel, yet they are 
ftrict obfervers of treaties. It will therefore be matter of great aftonifhment, 
and hard to be believed, if you, who are enlightened with the go/pe/, fhould 
not remain firm, and preferve the treaty you have ratified in the prefence 
of God and Fe/us Cbrift.” 


To this the Admiral replied in a letter dated the 25th of February, 
1757: 


“ YOUR letter of the 20th inftant I received two days ago; but being 
juft in the height of my difpatches for England, I was not able to anfwer 
it till now. I know not how to exprefs to you my aftonifhment, at find- 
ing myfelf taxed with having a defign to break the peace, on fo flight a 
foundation as a bafe fellow’s having dared to tell you fo, without any one 
action of mine being produced to fupport fo extravagant and impudent 
an accufation, which has not the leaft fhadow of probability to render it 
credible. You tell me, “ It 1s unworthy the character of a foldier, and 
““ man of honour, to violate their words!” In what fingle inftance, fince my 
being here, have I a¢ted fo unworthily as to make you think me capable 
of violating mine? Yourfelf can anfwer for me, i2 none. My dealing with 
you hath always been full of that franknefs and fincerity, for which my 
countrymen are remarkable throughout the known world. From you, Sir, 
I expect juftice on that bafe man, who has dared falfely to accufe me, 
and to impofe upon you. In the mean time, I have complained to the 
French of their Vackee?’'s behaviour; who have promifed me to write to 
you their knowledge of the falfity of his accufation. You may reft affured, 
that I will always religioufly obferve the peace; and I beg you to believe, 
that people who raife reports to the contrary, can only do it to create 

R jealoufies, 
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1757+ jealoufies, which they hope will break the friendfhip they are forry to fee 


between us.” 


Notwithftanding the perfidious Nabod had by this time fent a body of 
forces to affift the French, he had yet the addrefs to fend the following 
letter to the Admiral. | 


«“ THE letter you wrote me about the French affair, I have received 
and perufed. You may depend upon it, that I neither have nor will affitt 
the French. If they begin any troubles or commit any hoftilities in my ter- 
ritories, I will oppofe them with my whole force, and punifh them very. 
feverely. I was informed you defigned to attack Chandernagore, which 
made me write you what I thought was reafonable and juft upon that head. 
The forces I fent down were to guard and protect the Kino’s fubjects, 
and not to affift the French. If the purport of my letter has been the 
occafion of your defifting from the attack of Chandernagore, it gives me 
oreat fatisfaction. I have written the French likewife, what I thought was 
proper, in order to make them apply for a neutrality; I fuppofe they wilk 
act conformably. I will fend a perfon of confideration to bring me the 
treaty you may conclude with them, and will order it to be regiftered in my 
books. Affure yourfelf that I have no other defign or inclination than 
to live upon terms of good underftanding and friendfhip with the Engh. 
By the grace of God, I never intend to do any thing that you will not 
efteem juft; this rely upon, and do not expect a failure. Do you. like 
wife remain fixed to your treaty and word, and give no credit to the 
reports of people of no confideration or figure. IF you have any thing 
to write about, pleafe to addrefs me, and no body elfe;. I will always fend. 
a fair and unreferved anfwer. | 


THE van or THE Kina or DEHLI’s army 1s ADVANCING TOWARDS 
THESE PROVINCES ; UPON THIS INTELLIGENCE ] DESIGN MARCHING TO+ 
waRps PATNA To MEET THEM. IF AT THIS CRITICAL JUNCTURE 
YOU WILL BE MY FRIEND, AND SEND ME ASSISTANCE, I WILL PAY YOUR 
ForcEs A LACK or RUPEES monTuHLy, WHILE THEY REMAIN. WITS. 
ME. SEND ME AN. IMMEDIATE ANSWER.” 


This laft. requeft was. inftantly complied with. 


The Admiral to the Nadob, 


‘“¢ I'this moment received your letter, which gives me the greateft fatis-- 
faction. I own I had a fufpicion, from your fo eafy crediting French 
reports, that you entertained a partialicy for that nation to. the pre- 
judice of mine: your letter has removed all my doubts, fo that. hencefor-. 


ward: 
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ward I fhall rely with confidence on your friendfhip, and every day ftudy 1757. 
to give you the ftrongeft proofs of mine. ae aia 


The ready obedience I paid to your defire in not attacking the French, 
will, I perfuade myfelf, convince you that nothing but the flrongeft necef- 
fity, could make me again apply to you on that fubject. I beg you will 
give your moft ferious attention to what Iam going to fay: Immediately 
on the receipt of one of your paft letters, I not only gave over all thoughts 
of attacking the French, but invited them to enter into a treaty of neutra- 
lity, and to fend people here to fettle the terms; but judge what muft 
have been my furprize, when, after they were in fome manner fettled, the 
French deputies owned that they had no power to fecure to us the obfer- 
vance of the treaty, in cafe any commander of theirs fhould come with a great 
power after my departure! You are too reafonable not to fee, that it is im- 

offible for me to conclude a treaty with people who have no power to do 
it; and which befides, while it ties my hands, leaves thofe of my enemies 
at liberty to do me what mifchief they can. They have alfo for a long time 
reported, that Monfieur Buffy is coming here with a great army. Is it to 
attack you? Is it to attack us? Youare going to Patne—You afk our amif- 
tance.——Can we with the leaft aeree: OF prudence march with you, and 
leave our enemies behind us? You will be then too far off to fupport us, 
and we fhall be unable to defend ourfelves. Think what can be done in 
this ficuation. I fee but one way. Let us take Chandernagore, and fecure 
ourfelves againft any apprehenfions from that quarter, and then we will 
afift you with every man in our power, and go with you even to Debi, if 
you will. Have we fworn reciprocally, that the friends and the enemies 
of the one fhould be regarded as fuch by the other? And will not God the 
avenger of perjury punifh us, if we do not fulfill our oaths ? What can I 
fay more? Let me requeft the favour of your fpeedy anfwer. 


You TELL ME THE VAN OF THE Kinc oF DEHLI’s army 1s ap- 
VANCING TOWARDS THESE PROVINCES, AND THAT YOU ARE GOING TO- 
warps PATNA To MEET THEM; IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH YOU ASK 
ME TO BE YOUR FRIEND, AND GIVE YOU ASSISTANCE. FEiave we NOT 
ALREADY SWORN A FRIENDSHIP? PuT 1T BUT IN MY POWER TO ASSIST 
YOU, BY YIELDING TO MY REQUEST, AND YOU SHALL FIND I wILL Sup- 
PORT YOU TO THE UTMOST OF MY ABILITY. BELIEVE ME, AND MOST 
ASSUREDLY YOU WILL NOT BE DECEIVED. IF yOu DOUBT ME, LOOK BACK 
INTO ALL MY DEALINGS TOWARDS YOU, AND JUDGE FROM THEM. 
I ESTEEM YOU NOW ‘TO BE SUCH A FRIEND TO MY NATION, THAT | 
THINK IT WOULD BE DOING INJUSTICE TO YOUR GOOD INCLINATION 
TOWARDS ME TO KEEP ANY OCCURRENCE FROM YOUR KNOWLEDGE; 
THEREFORE | TAKE THIS EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY TO TELL YOU, THE 
TROOPS WHICH SHOULD HAVE COME HERE WITH ME, ARE NOW ARRIVED 
IN THE RIVER, A CIRCUMSTANCE THAT WILL BE BENEFICIAL TO 
YOUR INTEREST, IF YOU WILL BUT GIVE M& THE MEANS OF MAKING IT 
so.” , 

Ro A few 
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A few days after this, the admiral’s favourable fentiments of the Nabob 
were entirely changed; he was convinced that he had entered into a private 
negotiation with the French, and was determined to fupport them even with 
his whole force, while every article of his treaty with us remained unfulfilled ; 
he therefore on March the 4th fent the following letter. 


The Admiral to the Nabod. 


‘© T anfwered your letter of the 2oth of laft month fome days paft; I 
fuppofe you have ere now received it, and are thereby fully convinced of 
the falfhood of the French Vackeel’s informations of my intention to break 
the peace. If you ftill want farther proofs of the fincerity with which I 
made it, and the defire I have to preferve it, you will find them in my. 
patience; which has not only fuffered your part of the treaty to be thus long 
unexecuted, but has even. borne with your affifting my enemies the French 
with men and mgney, contrary to your faith pledged to me in the moft 
folemn manner, ‘ that my enemies fhould be yours.” 

“© Is it thus that foldiers and men of honour never violate their words ?” 
But it is time now to fpeak plain: if you are really defirous of preferving 
your country in peace, and your fubje€ts from mifery and ruin; in ten days. 
from the date of this, fulfill your part of the treaty in every article, that I 
may not have the leaft caufe of complaint: otherwife, remember, you muft 
anfwer for the confequences; and as 1 have always acted the open, unre- 
ferved part in all my dealings with you; I now acquaint you, that the re- 
mainder of the troops, which fhould have been here long fince (and which 
T hear the colonel told you he expected) will be at Calcutta in a few days ; 
that in a few days more I fhall difpatch a veffel for more fhips and more 
troops; and, that I will kindle fuch a flame in your country, as all. 
the water in the Ganges fhall not be able to extinguifh. Farewel: remember 
that he promifes you this, who never yet broke his word with you, or with 
any man whatfoever.” | 


The admiral on the gth of March received from the Nabed the following 
an{wer. 


“© T have already anfwered the letter you wrote me fome days ago. Be fo. 
good as to confider the purport of what I wrote *, and fend me a fpeedy 
reply. I am fixed and determined to abide by the terms of the treaty we 
have concluded, but have been obliged to defer the execution of the articles 
on account of the Ffoo/y, during which holidays my Banians and minifters do. 
not attend the Durbar. As foon as that is over, I will ftrictly comply with. 


every thing I have figned. You are fenfible that there is no avoiding this 


delay, and I flatter myfelf ic will not be thought much of. It is not my. 


* Concetning the king of Debli. 
cultom 
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euftom to break any treaty I make, therefore be fatished that I will not 1757. 
endeavour to evade that which I have made with the Eaglib. I rely on 

your friendfhip and bravery in giving me the affiftance ] afked againft the 

van of the Pytan army who are advancing this way, and _ that you will 
oblice me with a compliance to the requeft I made in my laft letter. What 

fhall I fay more? 


I BEG YOU WILL BE SENSIBLE OF MY SINCERITY. I PROMISE YOU IN THE 
MOST FAITHFUL MANNER, THAT I WILL NEVER BREAK OR INFRINGE MY 
PART OF THE TREATY I HAVE MADE WITH YOUR NATION.” 


Inclofed in this letter came a fimall paper with thefe lines: 


“© This you may be fure of, that if any perfon or perfons attempt to 

“* quarrel with you, or become your enemies, I have {worn before God 
* that I will affift you. Ihave never given the French a fingle Cowry, and 
‘© what forces of mine are at Houghley, were fent to Nundcomar the Fougedar * 
* of that place: the French will never dare to quarrel with you; and I per- 
‘¢ fuade myfelf that you will not, contrary to ancient cuftom, commit any 
“* hoftilittes within the Ganges, or in the provinces of which I am Sox- 
“ babdar.” 


~The admiral received alfo from the Nadcd another letter, dated the 10th 
of Aarch 1757. 


“ YOUR obliging anfwer to my letter I have received, wherein you 
write, that your fufpicions are at an end, and that on the receipt of my 
letter vou forbore attacking Chandernagore, and fent for thcir people to 
make peace, and wrote out the terms of agreement; but when they were 
about figning them, they declared that if they figned the articles, and any 
other commander inould arrive, they could not be anfwerable for his adher- 
ing to them; and that on this account there was no peace. You alfo write 
many other particulars, of which I am well acquainted. It is true, if it 
is the cuftom of the frzeach, that if one man makes an agreement, another 
will not comply with ir, what fecurity is there? My forbidding war on my 
borders, was, becaufe the French were my tenants, and upon this affair 
defired my protection: on this I wrote you to make peace, and no inten- 
tions had I of affifting or favouring them. You have underftanding, and 
generofity, if your eneny with an upright heart claims your protection, yot 
will give bim his life, but then you mut be well fatished of the innocence of bis 
intentions, if not, whatever you think right, that dot. 


* Fougedar, or Phovifdar, governor and chief magiftrate of the diftrict. 


_- ‘+ Tt was this paragraph that encouraged the admiral and colonel to proceed in their attack 
of. Chandernagore. 
Lam 
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I am firm ‘to my agreement, and look upon your enemies as my own, 
which I fhall never fwerve fron. . 
Daily our friendthip will-increafe *.” 


Colonel Clive, the latter end of February, left his camp near Calcutta, and 
crofied the Ganges, which was equally convenient either to commence hofti- 
lities againft the French, or to join the Nadod againft the Pytan forces ; 
but the intentions both of the Nabed and of the French being very manifett, 
on the 8th of March he turned his face towards Chandernagore, and on the 
13th he invefted it. On the 14th the enemy fallied out, in which affair 
Captain Coote greatly fignalized himfelf, and foon made them retreat; on 
this they quitted their outer works, and we became mafters of the town, and 
the batteries in and about it, with very little lofs; and the enemy by this 
means were fhut up within their fort. 


As foon as every thing was in readinefs on board the fleet, and the fhips 
cleared of their fuperfluous ftores, they alfo moved up the river with the 
flood tides+. To the great mortification as well as aftonifhment of the 
French, (who had flattered themfelves that it would be impraéticable for us 
to bring up our largeft fhips) on the 18th the Kent, Tyger, and Salifbury 
appeared in fight of the fort, and then turning the point of Chandernagore 

whence we had a 
full view of the town and fortifications. As foon as we came to an anchor, 
the French threw a fhell, and fired a fhot or two, to try if they could reach 
our fhips; but they fell fhort. 


* From Mr. Wazts’s tranflation. 


+ Mr. James fent the admiral the following letter on the occafion. 


<« SIR, 

I have, in obedience to your directions, fent all my fick people to the hofpital, and now 
inclofe to you the prefent ftate of the fhip.—Though it will appear that a great number of the 
crew are ill, yet as their complaints are chiefly fcorbutical, occafioned by the late tedious 
paffage, I hope a very few days will perfeé&t their recovery; and asI fhall ever efleem it an 
honour to ferve under you, and ftudy to merit the continuance of your approbation of my 
conduét, I hope, Sir, nothing wall prevent your taking me with you on the intended expedition 
againtt Chandernagore. I Hatter myfelf, you will find the Revenge of fome good ufe, from her 
drawing but little water; at the fame time fhe can fight moft commodioufly 24 twelve pounders 
upon one deck. I fhall remain on board to-day to get every thing as forward as poffible, and 
fall do myfelf the favour of waiting on you in the morning to receive what farther commands 
you may have to honour me with; being, Sir, with true refpect, 

Your moft obliged, 
Rewenge, at Calcutta, and obedient humble fervant, 
roth of March, 1756. WILLIAM JAMES.” 


With this requeft, the admiral could not comply, as the public fervice obliged him to dif- 
patch the Revenge to Fort St. George on bufinefs of great importance. 
, Our 
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Our preparations for the attack of this place had unavoidably been 


carried on fo openly, that it was impoffible they fhould be a fecret to the 


French, who had therefore made ufe of every poffible method to fruftrate 
our defign. Juft below the fort of Chandernagore, there was a large bank of 
fand, which made the paflage very narrow ; to block up this channel, they. 
had funk three fhips loaded with ballaft; the mafts of which however ap- 
peared above water. Three other large fhips lay at anchor above the fort: 
Thefe, it was faid, were prepared as fire-fhips, to be fent down with the 
tide to burn our fquadron in the middle of the night. The admiral there- 
tore refolved to be betorehand with them, and gave orders that all the boats 
of the fhips fhould go up as foon as the night came on, and endeavour 
to cut their cables. ‘This was accordingly done, and they all drove upon. 


the fands. It atterwards appeared, that the crews belonging to thofe fhips. 


had been taken out to. reinforce the garrifon. 


The attack of the fort would probably have taken place the next morn- 
ing, had the tides in the river been at all favourable for that purpofe; but 
unfortunately for us, they ferved either too early in the morning, or too 


late in the afternoon. This circumftance obliged the admiral to poftpone 


the attack for two or three days. In the mean time he fent Lieutenant 
Hey with a flag of truce to the governor, demanding a furrender of the 
place, which he politely, but refolutely refufed to give up. Mr. ffey,. 
having obferved, as he pafled between the veffels mafts, which were funk 
in the channel of the river, that their hulls were not deep under water s. 
Mr. Yobn Delamotte, a brave and active officer, and who was mafter on 
board the admiral’s fhip, was the next day fent to found around them; and 
notwithftanding all the efforts of the enemy to interrupt him by an inceffant 
firing of their cannon, he brought back the agreeable news, that there was 
room for our fhips to pafs with fafety between them. But befides the ob- 
{truétion which we expected to meet with from thefe funken veffels; the 
French had taken care to erect two batteries of heavy cannon to render this 
narrow pafs.{till more difficult and dangerous. One of thefe was conftructed 
in the form of a half moon, and Jay on the very brink of the river, within 
mufket fhot of the funken veffels,; the other was a fafcine-battcry on the 


glacis of the fort, and was intended to rake our fhips fore and aft.—The 


cannon on. their fouth baftion could alfo be brought to fare down the 
river. 


The difpofition made for attacking the fort was as follows. The Tyger 
was to be placed againft the N. E. baftion; the Kent againft the curtain. 
between the baftions oppofite the gate; and the Saliflury againft the S. E.. 


baftion. Before we began the attack, it was judged abfolutely neceffary 
that Colonel Clive fhould erect a battery on the fide of the river, to fire on 
the fouth face of the enemy’s S. E. baftion, and in cafe of an obftinarte 
refiftance, that we might breach that baftion by a crofs fire from the ee 

and: 


“y 
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1757. and from this intended battery. Preparations were accordingly made for 
this purpofe ,; but before they could be carried into execution, the army 
were obliged to make themfelves mafters of the half-moon battery, which 
iat with great gallantry, driving the enemy’s troops before them into 
the fort. 


All things being ready; on the 22d the admiral appeared extremely 
anxious to begin the attack; but the flood-tide in the afternoon was fo very 
late, the fhips could not poffibly be placed in their proper ftations while 
there was fufficient day-light to direct our fire; the enemy therefore would 
have had a great advantage over us; for though the nights were too dark 
for us to diftinguifh the embrafures of their fortifications, yet they could 
plainly fee the hulls of our fhips, which would have lain fo near the fort, 
that a fhocking carnage muft have been made amongft their crews. That 
another day however might not be loft, the admiral the fame evening ordered 
lights to be placed on the mafts of the veffels that had been funk, with 
blinds towards the fort, that we might fee how to pafs between them 
a little before day-light, and without being difcovered by the enemy. | 


At length, the glorious morning of the 23d of March arrived, and upon 
the fhips getting under fail, the Colonel’s battery, which had been finifhed 
behind a dead wall, began firing away on the S. E. baftion. The Tyger, 
with Admiral Pocock’s flag flying *, took the lead, and about fix o’clock in 
the morning got very well into her ftation againft the N. E. baftion. The 
Kent, with Admiral Wat/fon’s flag, quickly followed her; but before fhe 
could reach her proper ftation, the tide of ebb unfortunately made down 
the river, which occafioned her anchor to drag ; fo that before fhe brought 
up, fhe had fallen abreaft of the S. E. baftion, the place where the Sai/- 
bury Thould have been, and from her mainmaft aft, fhe was expofed to the 
flank guns of the S. W. baftion alfo. This accident of the Kent’s anchor 
not holding faft, and her driving down into the Saij/bury’s ftation, threw 
this laft fhip out of action, to the great mortification of her captain, 
officers, and crew, for fhe never had it in her power to fire a gun, un- 
lefs it was now and then, when fhe could fheer on the tide. The French, 
during the whole time of the Kent and Tyger’s approach towards the fort, 
kept up a terrible cannonade upon them, without any refiftance on their 
parts; but as foon as the fhips came properly to an anchor, they returned 
it with fuch a fury as aftonifhed their adverfaries. Colonel Clive’s troops at 


™ Mr. Pocock a few days before this, had arrived at Ballafore in the Cumberland, and though 
he could not get his own fhip up the river, yet he would by no means be inactive, and there- 
fore in his barge joined the {quadron the 21ft, and the next evening, (which preceded this 
attack) he hoilted his flag on board the Tyger ; his arrival was very mortifying to the gallant 
Captain Latham, who was obliged to yield to his fuperior officer a great part of thofe honours 
which otherwife would have been folely due to him as commander of the Tyger. 


the 
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the fame time got into thofe houfes which were neareft the fort, and from 


thence greatly annoyed the enemy with their mufketry *. 


The fire now became general on both fides, and was kept up with extra- 
ordinary fpirit. The flank guns of the S. W. baltion galled the Kent very 
much, and the admiral’s aid-de-camps being all wounded, Mr. /Fat/on 
went down himfelf to Lieutenant /7/fain Brereton, who commanded the 
lower deck battery, and ordered him particularly to direct his fire againtt 
thofe guns, and they were accordingly foon afterwards filenced. At 
eight in the morning, feveral of the enemy’s shot ftruck the Kent at the 
fame time; one entered near the foremaft, and fet fire to two or three 32 
pound cartridges of gunpowder, as the boys held them in their hands ready 
to charge the guns. By theexplofion, the wad-nets, and other loofe things, 
100k fire between decks, and the whole fhip was fo filled with fmoke, that 
the men in their confufion cried out, fhe was on fire in the gunner’s ftore- 
room ; imagining trom the fhock they had felt from the balls, that a fhell 
had actually fallen into her. This notion ftruck a panic into the greateft 
part of the crew, and 70 or 80 jumped out of the port-holes into the boats 
that were a long fide the fhip. The French prefently faw this confufion on 
board the Kent, and refolving to take the advantage, kept up as hot a fire 
as poMble upon her during the whole time. Lieutenant Brereton however, 
with the affiftance of fome other brave men, foon extinguifhed the fire, 
and then running to the ports, he begged the feamen to come in again, 
upbraiding them for deferting their quarters: but finding this had no 


effect upon them, he thought the more certain method of fuccceding . 


. ; . o 
would be to ftrike them with a fenfe of fthame, and therefore loudly ex- 


claimed, ‘* Are you Britons? You Englifbmen, and fly from danger ? For fhame, 
for foame!” his reproach had the defired effect; to a man they imme- 
diately returned into the fhip, repaired to their quarters, and renewed a 
fpirited fire on the enemy. | 


In about three hours from the commencement of the attack, the parapets 
of the north and fouth baftions were almoft beaten down; the guns were 
moftly difmounted; and we could plainly fee from the main top of the 
Kent, that the ruins from the parapet and merlons had entirely blocked up 
thole few guns which otherwife might have been fit for fervice. We could 
eafily difcern too that there had been a great flaughter among the enemy, 
who finding that our fire againft them rather increafed, hung out the 
white flag: Whereupon a ceffation of hoftilities took place, and the ad- 
miral fent Lieutenant Brereton (the only commiffion officer on board the 


Kent that was not killed or wounded) and Captain Coole of the King’s 


* Our fhips lay fo near to the fort, that the mufket-balls fired from their tops, by ftriking 
againgt the Chunam walls of the Governor’s palace, which was in the very center of the fort, 
were beaten as flat as a half-crown. P 
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‘1757+ regiment, with a flag of truce to the fort, who foon returned ; accompanied: 
by the /rench Governor’s fon, with articles of capitulation, which being 
fettled by the admirals and colonel, we foon afterwards took poffeffion of the 
place. 


Articles of Capitulation propofed by the Direétor and Councii for the French. 
Fatt India Company's Affairs at Chandernagore, to Vice-admiral Watfon ;, 


with his anfwers, March 23d, 1757. 


Art. I. The lives of the deferters fhall be faved. 
Ans.. Ihe deferters foall be abfolutely given up. 


I]. All the officers of this garrifon fhall be prifoners on their parole of 
honor; and fhall have liberty to carry with them all their effects, and go. 
where they pleafe, on promifing they will not ferve again{t' his Britannic 
Majefty during the prefent war. 


A. The admiral agrees to this. 


II]. The foldiers of the garrifon, fhall be: prifoners of war, fo long as 
the prefent war continues: and when ‘peace is made between the King of 
France, and the King of England, they fhall be fent to Pondicherry, and till 
then be entertained at the expence of the Exgli/> company. 


A. The admiral likewife agrees, with this difference only, that inftead of 
fending the foldiers to Pondicherry, they fball be fent to Madrafs, or to Eng- 
Jand, as the admiral fhall hereafter think proper, and that fuch foreigners, who 
are not of the French nation, and chufe voluntarily to enter into the Englifh. 


fervice, fhall have liberty. 


IV. The Sepoys of the garrifon fhall not be prifoners of war; they. 
fhall have leave, on the contrary, to return to their own country on the. 
coalt. 


A. The admiral agrees to this. 


V. The officers and men of the company’s European fhip St. Conteft,. 
fhall be fent to Pondicherry in the firlt Engh/b thip, which goes to the 
coatt. 


A. The officers and men of the European /bip fhall be upon the fame footing 
as the foldiers, and be fent to Madrafs or. to England as /focn as pofible. 


VI. The French Fefuit fathers fhall have liberty to exercife the functions 


of thelz.religion in the honfe which has been affigned them fince the de- 
molithing 


[ 131 ] 


molifhing of their church: the filver ornaments and every thing that be- 1757. 
longs to the church, fhall be given them, and alfo their effedts. _ 


A. The admiral cannot agree to any Europeans refiding bere, but the 
French Jefuits may go to Pondicherry, with all the ornaments of their church, 
or wherever they pleafe. 


VII. All the inhabitants, of what nation or quality foever, as Europeans, 
Muftees, Chriftians, Blacks, Gentils, Moors, and others, fhall be put in pof- 
feffion of their houfes, and of all in general as fhall be found belonging to 
them, either in the fort, or on their eftates. 


A. This article to be left to the admiral, who will do juftice. 


VII. The factories of Cafimbuzar, Dacca, Patna, Feuda, and of Bal- 
lafore, fhall remain at the command of the chiefs who direét them. 


A. To be fettled between the Nabob and the admiral. 


IX. The directors, counfellors, and thofe employed under them, fhall 
have leave to go where they pleafe, with their cloaths and linen. 


A. The admiral agrees to this. 


The admiral expeéts an anfwer by three o'clock this afternoon, and that the 
Britith forces may take poffeffion of the fort by four. 


The above-mentioned propofitions have been accepted of by the council; 
in confequence of which, we have delivered up the fortrefs of Chander- 
nagore to Admiral Wat/on. 


Chandernagore, the 23d 
of March, 1757. 


P. RENAULT, L.A-PORTIERE, M. Fournier, 
F. NIco.as, A. CaILLottT, SUGUES. 


It muft be acknowledged that the Freach made a gallant defence; for they 
ftood to their guns as long as they had any to fire. We never could learn 
how many of their men were killed and wounded in the whole; tho’ they 
confeffed that they had forty carried off dead from the S. E. baftion. The 
north-eaft baftion was alfo cleared of its defendants twice, and among many 
others that were wounded there, was one Lee, a corporal and deferter from 
the Tyger, who pledged himfelf to the enemy that he would throw two 
fhells out of three into the Zyger; but while he was bringing the mortars 
to bear for that purpofe, he was difabled by a mufket-bullet from the 
Keyi’s top.—He was afterwards fent home a prifoner to England. 2 

S 2 n 


[ 3132 ] 


1757. _ On our fide, three of the Kent’s lower deck guns were difmounted, and 
the fame number on the upper deck. The fhip received 138 cannon fhot 
through her fide next the fort, befides being greatly damaged in her matfts 
and ngging. Thirty-feven men. were killed upon the fpotin her, and 74 
wounded in a greater or lefs degree. Among the dead was Mr. Perreau 
the admiral’s firft lieutenant, who fellin the bloom of youth, unfpeakably 
lamented by us all. Mr. Rawlins Hey, our third heutenant, and much of 
the fame age as Perreau, lott his thigh, and died on the 31ft of March 
at the hofpital, not lefs regretted than Perreau. Captain Speke was dan- 
geroufly wounded in the leg, and the fame fhot carried off the thigh of 
his fon Mr. William Speke, who afterwards died of the wound. Mr. Stan- 
ton, our fecond lieutenant, received many contufions, but he ‘oon got 
the better of them. Mr. Marriot, a midfhipman, was wounded. in the 
thigh, but not mortally. Mr. Wood, another midthipman, was flightly 
wounded. Mr. Fames Lifter, under-fecretary to the admiral, as he was 
ftanding by him taking minutes, was wounded in the leg; and Mr. Barnes 
the purfer, received a violent contufion in both his thighs from the wind. 
of a ball, which paffled very near, but did not ftrike him. 


The number of the flain on board the Tyger almoft equalled thofe of 
the Kent. Admiral Pocock himfelf was flightly wounded, but Mr. Phillips 
the mafter, mortally ; and his mate Mr. Pater loft an arm. Mr. Wilkinfon, 
Mr. Ibompfon, and Mr. Gribble, midfhipmen, were alfo wounded. ‘The 
whole number fent to the hofpital from this fhip was forty-one. Ih 
which were included a few volunteers from his majefty’s frigate and floop, 
who had been permitted to aét this day on board the Tyger under-the com- 
mand of the Bridgewater’s Lieutenant Mr. Charles Saxton, a young gentle- 
man then lately protnoted to the rank of a commiffion officer by Admiral 
Watfon, and diftinguifhed for his alacrity in offering himfelf as a volunteer 
on every emergent occafion. 


Every humane bofom muft needs commiferate the death of fo many gal- 
lant Briti/b youth, as fell in this day’s action. The killed and wounded: 
indeed on fhore were trifling ; the enemy were fo much employed again{t the 
fhips, that the army had but one killed, and 10 wounded; but on board the 
two fhips they were fo numerous, that I would willingly forbear any farther 
mention of fuch a mournful fcene; but the behaviour of Captain Speke and 
his fon, a youth of 16 years of age, was fo truly great and exemplary on 
this glorious but melancholy occafton, that I muft beg leave to deicribe 
it, with fome of it’s moft interefting circumftances. 


When Admiral Wat/fon had the unhappinefs to fee both the father and 
fon fall in the fame inftant; he immediately went up to them, and by the 
mro{t tender and pathetic expreffions tried to alleviate their diftrefs. The 
captain, who had obierved his fon’s leg to be hanging only by the fkin, 
{aid to the admiral, ** Indeed, Sir, this was a cruel fhot, to knock down 
both the father and the fon!” Mr. Watfon’s heart was too full to make 

the 
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the Teaft reply; he only ordered them both to be immediately carried to 1757. 
the furgeon. The captain was firft brought down to me in the after-hold) —~— 
where a platform had been made, and then told me how dangeroufly his poor | 
Billy was wounded. Prefently after, the brave youth himfelf appeared, but 

had another narrow efcape, the quarter-mafter, who was bringing him 
down in his arms after his father, being killed by a cannon ball: his eyes 
o’crflowing with tears, not for his own, but for his father’s fate, I laboured 

to affure him, that his father’s wound was not dangerous, and this aflertion 

was confirmed by the captain himielf. Ide feemed not to believe either 

of us, until he afked me upcn my honour, and I had repeated to him my 

firft affurance in the moft pofitive manner. He then immediately became 
calm; but on my attempting to enquire into the condition of his wound, 

he jolicitoufly afked me, if I had dreffed his tather, tor he could not think 

ef my touching him, before his father’s wound had been taken care of., | 
affured him, that the captain had been already properly attended to: * Thez, 
(replied the generous youth, pointing to a fellow fufferer) Pray, Sir, look 

‘“< to and drefs this poor man, who is groaning fo fadly befide me!” 1 told 
him, that he already had been taken care of, and begged of him with 
fome importunity that I now might have liberty to examine his wound : 

he fubmitted to it, and calmly obferved, * Sir, I fear you muft amputate 
above the jont!” JY replied, my dear, I muft!—Upon which, he clafped 
both his hands together, and lifting his eyes in the moft devout and fer- 

vent manner towards heaven, he offered up the following fhort, but earncit 
petition ; ‘* Good God, do thou enable me to bebave in my prefent circumftances, 

“ qworihy my Father's jon I? When he had ended this cjaculatory prayer, 

he told methat he was all fubmifion. J then performed the operation 
above the joint of the knee; but during the whole time the intrepid youth 
never fpake a word, or uttered a groan that could be heard at a yard 


diftance. 





The reader may eafily imagine, what, in this dreadful interval, the 
brave, but unhappy captain fuffered, who lay juft by. his unfortunate 
and darling fon. But whatever were his feelings, we difcovered no other 
expreffions of them, than what the filent, tricking tears declared; though 
the bare recollection of the fcene, even at this diftant time, 1s too paintul 
for me.—Both the father and the fon, the day after the action, were fent 
with the reit of the wounded back to Calcutta. ‘The father was lodged 
at the houfe of William Mackett, fq; his brother-in-law; and thre fon was 
with me at the holpital. For the firft eight ar nine days, I gave the father 
great comfort, by carrying him joyful tidings ot his boy ;. and in the Jame 
manner I gratified the fon in regard to the father. But alas! from thar 
time, all the good fymptoms which had hitherto attended this unparalleled 
youth, began to difappear! The captain eafily gueffed, by my filence and 
countenance, the true {tate his boy was in; nor did he ever after afk me more 
than two queftions concerning him, fo tender was the fubjeét to us both, and | 
fo unwilling was his generous mind to addto my diftrefs. The firft, was . 


on the tenth day, in thefe words, “ How long, my friend, do you think my 
GW; /)y,- 
4 Lilly. 
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“< Billy may remain in a ftate of uncertainty?” I replied, that “ If he lived 
to the 15th day from the operation, there would be the ftrongeft hopes 
of his recovery.” On the 13th however he died; and on the 16th the 
brave man looking me ftedfaftly in the face, faid, “ Well, Ives, bow fares 
“it with my boy?” I could make him no reply; and he immediately 
attributed my filence to the real caufe. He cried bitterly, fqueezed me 
by the hand, and begged me to leave him for one half hour, when he 
wifhed to fee me again; and affured me, that I fhould find him with a 
different countenance, from that he troubled me with at prefent.—Thefe 
were his obliging expreffions.—I puntually complied with his defire; and 
when I returned to him, he appeared, as he ever after did, perfectly calm 
and ferene. 





The dear youth had been delirious the evening preceding the day on 
which he died; and at two o’clock in the morning, in the urmoft diftrefs of 
mind, he fent me an incorrect note, written by himfelf with a pencil, of 
which the following 1s an exact copy. ‘* Jf Mr. Ives will confider the diforder 
*< a fon muft be in, when he ts told he is dying, and is yet in doubt whether bis 
“¢ father is not in. as good a ftate of health. If Mr.\ves is not too bufie to honour 
‘¢ this chitt*, which nothing but the greateft uneafinefs could draw from me. 


“ The boy waits an anfwer.” Immediately on the receipt of this note, I 


vifited him, and he had ftill fenfe enough left to know who I was. He then 
began with me.—“* And is he dead?——Who my dear? My father, Sir.’ No, 
my love; nor is he in any danger, I affure you; he is almoft well. ‘“ Thank 
“© God !—then why did they tell me fo? I am now fatisfied, and ready to die.” 
At that time he had a locked jaw, and was in great diftrefs, but I under- 
itood every word he fo inarticulately uttered: he begged my pardon, for 
having (as he obligingly and tenderly expreffed himfelf) difturbed me at fo 
early an hour, and betore the day was ended, furrendered up a valuable 


life. 


The following exquilite fimile fo finely illuftrates the beauty and un- 
timely death of this incomparable young man, that I am perfuaded every 
good-natured reader will excufe my inferting it. | 


“< As a gay flower, with blooming beauties crown’d, 
‘ Cut by the fhare, lies languid on the ground: 

‘* Or fome tall poppy, that o’ercharg’d with rain 

‘* Bends the faint head, and finks upon the plain; 
*° So fair, fo languifhingly {weet he lies, 

“ His head declin’d, and drooping as he dies +.” 


nw 


* A Note in India is called a Chitt. 


+ Purpureus veluti cum flos fuccifus aratro 
Languefcit moriens; laffove papavera collo 
Demifere caput, pluviad cum forté gravantor. 

: Virc. 2.9. 
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Captain Speke was confined to his bed and chamber, for fome weeks 
after the action, nor did he perfectly recover from his wound; at times he 
was much indifpofed, and in a great deal of danger. While incapable of 
duty, the admiral ordered his firft heutenant Mr. Jobs Clerke to take upon 
him the command. At length, the Kent being condemned as unterviceable, 
the captain took his paffage to England in one of our Eaft India company’s 
fhips ; leaving behind him the charaéter of, a fenfible and complete gentle- 
man, as well as the gallant and fkilful fea officer. He afterwards com- 
manded the Refolution of 70 guns in the memorable engagement off Belli/le, 
when Sir Edward Hawke defeated the French fleet, and particularly diftin- 


guifhed himfelf by obliging the formidable to {trike to him, though a fhip: 


fuperior in force to his own. The Refolution in the night fucceeding 
the action, was wrecked on a fhoal called Le’Four, but the captain with the 
crew were providentially faved. Captain Speke afterwards returned to Eng- 
dand, and for a while enjoyed in. quiet thofe applaufes which the public 
juftly beftowed on his fuperior merit. He was afterwards appointed cap- 
tain of the Modeffe, and once more went to fea; but before he could render 
any farther fervices to his country, he died at Lion in the 43d year of his 
age, to the great grief of all his acquaintance, but efpecially of thofe whom he 
had honoured and made happy witha more intimate fhare of his friendfhip. 


I have already cited fome lines from Mr. Pité’s tranflation of Virgi?, 
becaufe I thought them applicable to the death of this great man’s 
fon: the reader will now excufe my quoting a few others from Mr. 


William Whitehead, and placing them here to the memory of both thefe 


heroes, 


+ *O happy both! if ought my mufe cou’d fhed 
*<¢ Of tears eternal which embalm the dead; 

“ While round Britannia’s coa{t old ocean raves, 
‘© And to her ftandard roll th’ embattled waves, 
“* Fair emprefs of the deep: fo long your names 
“ Should: hve lamented !” 





To alleviate our concern, it is to be obferved, that by the reduc- 


tion of Chandernagore, the French power and commerce in Bengal were 


totally ruined. The captors alfo met with no inconfiderable booty in the 
place; the guns, ftores, and valuable effeéts found there, felling for above 


130,000 /. fterling. It happened unfortunately however, that Monf.. 
Nicolas, a man of a moft amiable character, and the father of a large family, | 


+ Fortunati ambo! fi quid mea carmina poffunt, 
Nulla dies unquam memori vos eximet zvo; 
Dum domus A‘nez capitoli immobile faxum 
Accolet, imperiumque pater Romanus habebit. 
VirG. Ain Qe 


had. 
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had not beer fo provident as the reft of his countrymen, in fecuring his 
effects within the fort, but had left them in the town, confequently upon 
Colonel Clive’s firft taking poffeffion of the place, they had all been plun- 
dered by our common foldiers; and the poor gentleman and his family 
hereby were to all appearance ruined. The generous and humane Cap- 
tain Speke having heard of the hard fate of Monf. Nicolas, took care to 
reprefent it to the two admirals in all ms affecting circumf{tances; who im- 
mediately advanced the fum of 1500 rupees each. Their example was 
followed by the five captains of the fquadron, who fubfcribed 5000 between 
them. Mr. Doidge added 800 more; and the fame fum was thrown in by 
another perfon, who was a fincere well-wifher to this unfortunate gentle- 
man: fo that a prefent of g600 rupees, or 1200/. fterling, was in a few 
minutes colleéted towards the relief of this valuable 2renchman and his 
diftreffed family. 


One of the company was prefently difpatched with this money, who 
had orders to acquaint Monf. Nicolas, ‘that a few of his Engli/b friends 
defired his acceptance of it, as a fmall teftimony of the very high efteem 
they had for his moral character, and of their unfeigned fympathy with him 
in his misfortunes.” The poor gentleman, quite tranfported at fuch an in- 
{tance of generofity in an enemy, cried out in a fort of extacy, “* Good 
God! they are friends indeed!” — He accepted of the prefent with great 
thankfulnefs, and defired that ‘ his moft grateful acknowledgments 
might be made to his unknawn benefactors; for whofe happinefs, and 
the happinefs of their families, not only his, but the prayers of his chil- 
drens children, he hoped, would frequently be prefented to heaven. — 
He could add no more: — The tears which ran _plentifully down his 
cheeks, befpoke the feelings of his heart; and indeed implied much 
more, than even Cicero with all the powers of oratory could poffibly have 
exprefled. 


Soon after the capture of Chandernagore the admiral fent an exprefs with 


an account of it to England, by Captain Richard Toby of his mayefty’s floop 
the Kzng’s-fifher. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. X. 


Correfpondence between the Admiral and the Nabob.— Admiral Watlon and the 
Colonel refolve to recommence hoftilities againft[ bim.—The grandces of bis court 
confederate to dethrone him.—The chiefs of the councel at Calcutta enter into 
a treaty with them: Articles of that treaty.—Colonel Clive takes the field 
with his forces.—dAccount of the battle of Plafley. — Jafher Ali-Khan 1s 
handed to the Soubahdar’s feat by Colonel Clivee—Serajah Dowlah, the late 
Nabob, 7s taken prifouer, and put to death. 


HREE days after the reduction of the important fortrels of Chanderna- 

gore, the admiral renewed his correfpondence with the Nadod ; willing, 
if poffible, to cultivate friendfhip with him, and defirous alfo to put an 
end to the French power in Bengal. 


The Admiral to the Nabob, dated the 26th of March 1757. 


«© | HAVE the honour of feveral of your letters, which I would have paid 
due attention to, and anfwered immediately, had not the fervice 1] came 
here upon engaged all my time: I hope you will accept this as a reafonable 
excufe for my long filence. I have now the pleafure ta acquaint you, that 
on the 23d of this month, after two hours fighting, we, by the bleffing of 
God, and the happy influence of your fortune and friendfhip, fubdued and 
took poffeffion of the French fort, making our enemies prifoners, except a 
{mall number who -fled up the river with their effects. I have ‘ent a few 
armed men to feize them; and I perfuade myfelf you will not be diipleafed 
at this ftep, fince I have given the ftricteft orders not to moleft or difturb 
any of vour fuljects. 


I have often declared to you my unalterable refolution of ftrictly adher- 
ing to the treaty made between us, and as we have {worn reciprocally that 
the enemies of either fhould be efteemed the enemies of both, I hope, by 
your favour, the enemies I have now remaining will be delivered into my 
hands, together with their effects. 


T The 
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1767, Fhe moment I received your letter complaining of Mr. Drake’s having 
 addreffed himfelf to" Monichchund in a manner difpleafing to you, I wrote to 
Mr. Drake, and defired he would make an apology to you for the expreffions 
he had made ufe of to Monichchund, which he has done, and I hope you 
are fatisfied therewith: you may reft affured, you will have no caufe of 
fuch complaint for the future. 7 


I obferve by. your letter of the 22d of this month, that you were under. 
anecefflity of fending your brother Raja Koy Dullubram Babader into the 
Burdwan country, to collect the revenues which Monichchund excufed himfelt 
from paying: as you have given me your word, that this is the purpole of his 
march, it 1s not in the power of any artful defigning villain to make me 
believe the contrary; and as it will be evermore my frrft principle to pro- 
mote and eftablifh the friendfhip made between us, I fhall be very cautious . 
how I give credit to any idle ftories, tending to break the unity, which I. 
hope will endure for ever between you and the Enagii/o. I am fenfible our - 
nation has many enemies at your court; but as you are a wife and prudent 
prince, I hope you will in time difcover all the wickednefs of thofe, who by 
afferting for pofitive truths what have appeared to be notorious falfhoods, have. 
attempted to injure us in your opinion. As I know your ears have been. 
filled with evil reports of us, and you will ftill be fubjeét to hear the ftories. 
ef fuch deceivers, the Major will be fent to you: receive what he may 
fay, as my fentiments, and be affured you fhall not be deceived. What 
can I fay more?” 


This letter not producing the defired effect, and being too wel] convinced 
that the Nadob had hoftile intentions in his breaft ; for, inftead of delivering 
up, he correfponded with and protected our French enemies, the admiral | 
addreffed another letter to him, dated the 31ft of AZarch, 1757. 


“ J HAVE already informed you of our conqueft of Chandernagore, and. 
making all the French our prifoners, except fome fugitives who fled up the 
river, after whom, I told you I had fent fome armed men in boats. I am 
forry I fhould be under a neceffity of fending you another letter; but having 
received information that you have not as yet performed your agreement, I. 
muft take leave to acquaint you, thatfrom therepeated promifes you have made. 
of keeping your word in every refpect, I now expect you will aét conform- 
able to the oath you have taken before God and your Prophet, and comply. 
immediately with all the articles of the treaty. Deliver alfo the cannon to 
Mr. Watts which you now have belonging to the company ; ‘and ftriétly keep. 
to the oath we have both fworn, of living in friendfhip, and efteeming each 
other’s enemies our own; and deliver up into my hands all the French in 
your dominions, with their effects. ‘This will be keeping your oath, and 
behaving like a prince, whofe purfuit is juftice, and whofe utmoft glory as. 
a foldicr, 1s preferving his word inviolable. Depend upon it, if there are any 
about you bold enough to advife you to act contrary to thefe juft demands, 

they 
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the) are your enemies, and want to fee your country involved in a ruinous 
war, which nothing but your breach rd promife, of faith, and of honour, 
fhall ever prevail on me to engage in. Nothing will give me more fatisfac- 
tion, than the being affured that continual peace and friendfhip will for ever 
laft between you and the Engi. 


Since I began this letter, I am informed the fugitive French have offered 
to enter into your fervice. If you accept this offer, I fhall conclude that you 
intend to favour the French, and defire to live no longer in friendfhip with 
me; efpecially as you have declined the affiftance of the Lxgli/b troops, 
after ftrongly foliciting them.” 


The admiral, not able to obtain any anfwer, either in words or decds, 
fent another letter. 


~ The Admiral to the Nabob. 


Kent, off Chandernagore, 2d of April 1757, 


‘“ IT HAVE been informed, that you exprefs fome uneafinefs at our 
fhips remaining at this fettlement, and at our army being encamped near 
Houghley. 1 find that our enemies have taken the advantage of your un- 
eafinefs, and endeavoured to perfuade you our troops propofe marching up 
ina hoftile manner againft you to Muxadabad. (tis amazing to me, that 
any one fhould dare to impofe fo grofsly on your underftanding, without 
trembling at the confequence, fhould his villainous arts be difcovered. And 
it alfo furprizes me, that you fhould hearken to fuch idle ftories. You, as 
a foldier, muft know, that while I have enemies yet in your dominions, it 
would be very impolitic in me not to purfue them. Yet, if you will 
deliver up my enemies and their effects to me, my fhips and troops fhall 
immediately return to Calcutta, and then, and not before, fhall I be con- 
vinced of your fincerity and refolution in abiding by the oath you have 
taken, of regarding my enemies as your own.” 


The day after the forwarding of the above, the admiral received the fol- 
lowing letter from the Nabod, though dated the 1ft of Rajub, or 22d of 
Marth 1757. 


“ WHAT I have promifed, and fet my hand to, I will firmly maintain, 
nor in any refpect deviate therefrom. All Mr. Watts’s demands, and what- 
foever he has reprefented to me, I have complied with, and what remains, 
fhall be given up by the 15th of this moon. This, Mr. Watts muft have 
written to you, with all the particulars; but notwithftanding all this, it 
appears to me from many inftances, that you feek to obliterate your 
agreement with me. The country within the territories of Houghly, Ingely, 


Burdwan and Nuddea, have been ravaged by your troops. For what 
LT 2 caufe 
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1757+ caufe is this? Add to this, that Govendram Metre wrote to Nundcomar by 
the fon of Ramden Gofe, requiring him to deliver Coligant, as belonging to the 
diftriéts of Calcutta, into his the faid Metre’s poffefion. What is the mean- 
ing of this? {am fure this has been done without your knowledge. Ina 
confidence of your engagement, I made peace; with the view of procuring 
the welfare of the country, and to prevent the ruinous confequences which 
would befal the royal territories from both armies, and not that the people 
fhould be trampled upon, and the revenues obftructed. 


Your endeavours fhould be daily to ftrengthen more and more the friend- 
fhip which has taken root betwixt us, and to that end put a ftop to the 
influence of this mifchief-maker, and difcountenance the aforclaid Metre 
in fuch manner, that he may not dare to fay thefe things, nor be guilty of 
Juch falfe proceedings tor the future. By the will of God, the agreement 
fhall never be infringed upon my part. I have fpoken to, Mr. /Varts fully 
on this fubjeét; the particulars of which you will have in his letter. 


P. S. I have juft learned that the French are bringing a large force from 
the Deccan, to make war againft you; for this reafon 1 write to you, that 
if you ftand in need of any forces of the government for your fupport, you 
will immediately acquaint me, and they fhall be ready to join you whenever 
you fhall have occafion for them.” oe 


This produced the following reply. 
The Admiral to the Nabob. 
Dated Calcutta, 3d of April, 17457. 


“ THE letter you did me the honour to write the 22d of laft monthy 
did not come to my hands till this day. As the fubjecét of it required an 
anfwer as foon as poffible, I make no doubt but you have been furprized at 
not having found any thing in my three lait letters relating thereto. Buc 
this informs you of the true reafon, and I hope will fatisfy you of my readi- 
nefs always to acknowledge the receipt of your favours. The affurances 
you continue to give me, of firmly maintaining the agreement between us, 
makes me hope you will liften to all the juft demands I have made in my 
Jaft letters, as the delivering up my enemies into my hands with all their 
effects, and complying with all the articles of the treaty: the latter part, 
you promife me fhall be done the 15th of this Afoon, which will*be to-mor- 
row, when [I hope Mr. Watts will be able to write, and aflure me you, have 
fulfilled your promife. You tell me, that notwithftanding the order you 
have given for every thing being complied with, and fixing the day for its 
being done, yet it appears to you from many inftances that | intend to break 
my agreement. You muft fuffer me to tell you, that your apprehenfions 
of my not ftrictly abiding by the treaty I have made, are founded on falfe 

repre- 
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reprefentations, made to you by Monichchund, to excufe himfelf from paying 
the revenues of the feveral countries you. fay have been pillaged by the 
Englifo. ow can this poffibly be? When the E£ngli/h troops, fince the 
happy peace made with you, have penetrated no farther into the Burdwan 
country, than marching from Bankebufar to Chandernagore along thore; and 
fince the cenqueft of the French, a tew armed men were fent after fome 
fugitives a little way, but they have been ordered back fome time fince, and 
are returned. Of this, upon very little reflection, you muft be fenfible ; 
why then will you hearken to thofe who icck every opportunity to de- 
ceive you, and make you believe fuch things as are in their nature impol- 
fible ? For how could the territories of Foughiy, Ingely, Burdwan and Nud- 
dea, be ravaged by our troops, when the troops have been no farther than 
i have affured you? Iam afraid the perfon who dares atrempt the impofing 
on you fo grofs a falfhood as this, has reafon to think you may be eafily per- 
fuaded into the belief of any thing, that would ferve as a pretence for 
yout difpleafure againft the Engli/d ; otherwile, 1 think no one would pre- 
fume to fill your ears with fuch falfe and idle ftories. What you tell me 
relating to Govendram Metre, you do me great juftice in believing he has 
acted in the manner he did, without my knowledge. You may be affured, 
¥ will take pains to enquire into every circumftance of that matter, and 
will fee that ftrict juftice is done'to you, and give Metre a fevere rebuke for 


his late behaviour. | 


Need } give you any farther affurances of my. immoveable refolution: 
flrictly to regard our treaty, and every moment: to improve the tricndfhip 
growing up between us? I hope not. F would. willingly believe, you now 
know me fufficiently to place a confrdence in what I jay, without having 
any doubts of being deceived; which you may depend.upon you never fhall 
by me: deceit is deteftable in the heart of an honeft man, and much too. 
low a practice for the true foldier to ftoop to. 


Give me leave to render you my thanks for your intelligence concerning 
the French from the Deccan, and your readinefs in offering me affiftance, if 
I fhould have occafion. Should the French leave the Deccan, and come 
into this country with fuch a number as to make the junction of our troops 
neceffary, I then will do myfelf the honour to write to you on that bufincfs. 
In the mean time, if you would wifh to preferve peace in your country, 
deliver up my enemies into my hands, and by that means they will be leds 
able to oppofe me, if fuch a force fhould arrive. This will convince me 
of the fincerity of your offer. It is now in your power to fettle everlafting 
peace in your country, and if you fuffer the opportunity to flip, it may 
never offer again. You fee thar God, by whofe power all human events 
are determined, has given me the victory over my enemies. He fecth the 
juftnefs of my caufe, and therefore fehteth for me. Hefirate then: nu 
Jonger about the things I have written to you, but openly fulfill the oath 


you made before God and your Prophet, of making my enemics your own ;. 


and let us evermore become as one people. Then, we fhall fee peace and 
tranquility, 
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1757, tranquility will flourifh ; for our enemies beholding us cemented in unity, 
"m4 will not venture to bring war into the country. — 

Reflect on what I have written, and be affured nothing is fo much my 
defire, as to fee peace and concord perfeétly fettled throughout the whole 
kingdom; and to give you the ftrongeft proof of my fincerity, I have 
ordered the King’s fhips down to Ca/cutta, as I heard fuch a meafure would 
be acceptable to you. War can I say more?” | 


After a great many inward ftruggles, and ftill diflembling his refentment, 
the NWabob fent the following anfwer. 


The Nabob to the Admiral, dated 14th of April, 1757. 


< YOUR letters at feveral times, I have received, with the news of your 
health, which has given me great pleafure. The purport of them I have 
duly underftood; and for your fatisfaction, and in obfervance of the agree- 
ment between us, to look upon each others enemies as our own, I have ex- 
pelled Mr. Law with all his adherents from my country, and have given 
{trict orders to all my Nazbs and Fougedars not to permit them to remain 
in any part of my dominions, Iam ready upon all occafions to grant you 
my affiftance. If the French ever enter the province with a great or {mall 
force, with a defign of making war upon you; Ged and his Prophets are 
between us, that whenever you write to me, I will be your ally, and join 
you with all my force. Rett fatished in this point, and be affured of my 
refolution to remain inviolably by the promifes which I have made in my 
letters, and in the treaty concluded betwixt us. With regard to the French 
factories and merchandize, I muft acquaint your excellency, that I have 
been informed, the Frezch company are indebted to the natives, and have 
feveral Lacks belonging to my fubjects in their hands; fhould I comply 
with your demands in delivering up the effects, how can I anfwer it to the 
creditors of the French ? Your excellency is my well-wifher and my friend , 
weigh all this affair, and return me your anfwer, that I may act accord- 
ingly. 

I have written before, and now repeat, that if the Englifh company want 
to eftablith their trade, do not write me what is not conformable to our 
agreement, by the inftigation of felf-interefted and defigning men, who 
want to break the peace between us. If you are not difpofed to come to a 
rupture with me, you have my agreement under my hand and feal; when 


you write, look upon that, and write accordingly. 
Mr. Watts will inform you fully of all particulars: What fhall I write 
more ° 


If you DESIRE TO MAINTAIN THE PEACE, WRITE NOTHING CONTRARY 


TO THE TREATY.” 
This 
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This letter, and daily inftances of the Nabob’s perfidious and hoftile in- 
tentions, engaged the Admiral.to addrefs the Nadod more plainly in a letter 
dated April 19th, 1757. 


“« T AM honoured with your letter of the 14th of this month, acquaint- 
ing me with your having received at feveral times the letters I lately wrote 
you. Your forbearance, and not writing to me, hath not the appearance 
of that friendfhip, you would perfuade me you have for my countrymen and 
with regard to myfelf, I muff take the liberty to fay, I was more parti- 
cularly entitled to a fpeedy anfwer to my letters, from my ue) rank and 
{tation ; and I cannot help looking upon your negleét in this refpect, but as 
a flight offered to the King my matlcr, who fent me into Jndfa to protect 
liis fubjects, and demand juttice wherefoever they were oppreffed. 


I obferve in your letter the following particulars, viz. ‘* That for my {fatis-. 


faction and according to our mutual agreement to look upon each others ene- 
mies as our own, you have expelled Monfieur Zaw and _ his adherents from 
your dominions, and given itrict orders, &c. &c.” My brother Mr. Wats, 
who is entrufted with all the company’s concerns, always writes me the parti- 
culars of your intended favours towards us; but I have never found that 
what he writes is put in execution, neither do I find that what you wrote 
me in your letter dated the 1ft of Rajub (22d of March) is yet complied 
with. You therein affured me, that you would fulfill all the articles you. 
had agreed to, by the 15th of that Moon. Have you ever yet complied 
with them all? No. How then can I place any confidence in what you 
write, when your actions are not correfpondent with your promifes? Or 
how can I reconcile your telling me in fo facred a manner, you will be 
my ally, and affift me with your forces againft the French ? when you have 
given a Perwannah to Mr. Law and his people to go towards Paria, in 
order to efcape me, and tell me it is for my fatisfaction, and in obfervance 
of the mutual agreement, you have taken this meafure. Is this an a@ of 
friendfhip ? Or is it in this manner J am to underftand you will affift rne ° 
Q@r am I to draw a conclufion from what you write, or from what you do? 
You are too wife not to know when a man tells you one thing, and docs 
the direct contrary, which you ought to believe. Why then do you en- 
deavor to perfuade me you will be my friend, when at the fame time you 
give my enemies your protection, furnifh them with ammunition, and fuffer 
them to go out of your dominions with three pieces of cannon? ‘Their 
effects I efteem a trifling circumftance, and as far as they will contribute 
to do jultice to your people, who are creditors to the french company, I 
have no objection to your feizing them for their ufe, for mioncy 1s what 
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I defpife, and accumulating riches to myfelf is what 1 did not come here 


for. 


But I have already told you, and now repeat it again, that while a 


Frenchman remains in this kingdom, I will never ceafe purfuing him; but 
if they will deliver themifelves up, they fhall find me merciful: and I am 


A confident 
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confident thofe who have already fallen into my hands, will do me the juf- 
tice to fay, they have been treated with a much greater generofity, than is 


ufual by the general cuftom of war. | 


Tf you will reflect upon the oath you have taken, you cannot but join 
with me in what follows: As foon as Cafimbuzar is properly garrifoned, to 
which place our troops will fpeedily begin their march, I defire you will grant 
a Duftuck for the paffage of two thouland of our foldiers by land to Patna. 
You may be affured they will do no violence, nor commit the leaft injury 
to the natives: the only defign of fending them is to feize the French, and 
reftore tranquility and perfect peace in your kingdom, which can never be 
truly eftablifhed in thefe dominions, while a war continues between us and 
them. If you are apprehenfive of any injury arifing to your fubjects from 
the march of our troops to Patna, fend fome of your trulty Hircars to go 
with them, with orders to acquaint you from time to time of their tranfac- 
tions, and I dare anfwer you will find their reports agreeable to what I now 
write you. 

Inftead of fending Mr. Watts only ten guns, why did you not deliver up 
all that belonged to the company ? I will not write you what is not conform- 
able to our agreement, and which you fuppofe was by the inftigation of 
felf-interefted and defigning men: I muft take the liberty to fay, I 
never yet have written a fyllable contrary to our agreement, and the oath 
and promife I have made, and be affured it 1s not in the power of any 
artful or defigning men to make me write any thing inconfiftent with my 
honour. I afk nothing more than your fulfilling the articles of your agree- 
ment, and abiding by the oath you have taken: This | have ftrongly urged 
you to do, becaufe you have been very flow in the execution, and this 
furely I have a right to demand, fo long as you neglect to perform it, If 
it is difagreeable to you to hear thefe things, put it out of my power ever 
to afk again, by your immediate compliance ; and as you have defired me 
when J write, to look upon our agreement, and take that for my guide, let 
me requeft you to compare my letters with my agreements, and with what 
you have promifed, and when you find me differ from that, or afk any thing 
contrary to it, then tax me therewith; point out to me exprefly, where- 
in I have deviated from this rule, and you fhall find me ready to confefs it 
as an error: but till then, you muft excufe me for infifting on your having 
charged me wrongfully, and which upon an examination of my letters, I 
make no doubt will appear to you too plain to be contradicted. 


Let me again repeat to you, I have no other views than that of peace. 
Lhe gashering together of riches is what I defpife, and I call on God, 
who fees and knows the {pring of all our a€tions, and to whom you and 
J muft one day anfwer, to witnefs to the truth of what I now write; 
therefore if you would have me believe that you wilh peace as much as I do, 
no longer Jet it be the fubject of our correfpondence, for me to afk for the 
fulfilment of the treaty, and you to promife and not perform it; but im- 
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mediately fulfill all your engagements: thus let peace flourifh and fpread 
throughout all your country, and make your people happy in the re-efta- 
blifhment of their trade, which has fuffered by a ruinous and deftruétive 
war. What can I fay more:” 


After this letter, the correfpondence ceafed on the part of the admiral ; 
and from the date thereof, to the month of June, the Nadbod continued to 
give full proots of his enmity towards us, and his defign to embrace the 
firft convenient opportunity of extirpating us. Hoftile preparations were 
now made on each fide; and on the 13th of Fume things drew near to a 
crifis, when the Nabeb fent the following, and his laft letter to the 
admiral. | 


25th of Ramazan (13th of June) 1757. 


*“ ACCORDING to my promifes, and the agreement made between us, 
I have duly rendered every thing to Mr. Watts, except a very {mall re- 
mainder, and had almoft fettled Monichchund’s affair: Notwithftanding all 
this, Mr. Watts and the reft of the council of the factory at Cafimbuzar, 
under pretence of going to take the air in their gardens, fied away in the 
night. ‘This is an evident mark of deceit, and of an intention to break the 
treaty. J am convinced it could not have happened without .your know- 
ledge, nor without your advice. I all along expected fomething of this 
kind, and for that reafon 1 would not recall my forces from Plaffey, expect- 
ing fome treachery. 


I praife God, that the breach of the treaty has not beenon my part: God 
and his Prophet have been witneffes to the contraét made between us, and 
whoever firft deviates from it will bring upon themfelves the punifhment 
due to their actions.” | | 


By the letters, as well as by a multiplicity of faéls, it is evident that 
Serajab Dowlab, from the time of figning the treaty with us, had fhewn 
himfelf bur little inclined to abide by any of it’s articles; it was indeed in- 
tended by him to lull us into a fatal fecurity. He was very liberal in his 
promifes, but always took care to put off the performance of them, and 
that upon fuch trifling pretences, as demonftrated his ill intentions towards 
us. His pofitive orders at firft, that we fhould not befiege Chandernagore, 
ftrongly indicated his attachment to our enemies; though, after we had 
taken that place, he put the beft face he could upon it, and pretended that 
he was not difpleafed at our fuccefs. We were not ignorant however, that 
he had ordered a body of near 2000 men to the affiftance of that garrifon, 
who might have greatly obftructed if not defeated our enterprize, had we 
not found means co prevent their acting. It is certain, that a French corps 
under the command of Monfieur Law, was protected by him, and even 
in his pay; and that he had invited Buffy with the French army to enter 
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4757+ Bengal againft us. Befides thefe inftances of his ill difpofition towards us, 

it is to be remarked, that although four months were elapfed, the material 
points of the treaty were not fulfilled; and even his folemn engagement to 
reftore to the company the villages which of right belonged to them, was 
evaded, without framing an excufe for fuch an atrocious breach of faith. 


The Englifh in this fituation faw no other remedy for their prefent griev- 
ances, nor any other means of preventing the fatal blow of extirpation, 
which was to be expected on the arrival of the French army, than by op- 
pofing openly the man who was thus planning the ruin of the company’s 
affairs, and only waited for the return of the fquadron to the coaft of Core- 
mandel, to effect it. This point was much agitated in the council, and can- 
vaffed with all that caution and circumfpection, which a matter of fuch 
eonfequence required. It-certarnly was a very difficult and dangerous 
meafure, and perhaps would never have been carried into execution, had 
not a moft fortunate incident happened, which almoft infured fucceds. 


Serajab Dowlab, after his taking Calcutta, had behaved with fuch in- 
folence and cruelty towards his own fubjects, that feveral of the Grandees 
or confiderable perfons of his court entered into a confederacy to depofe 
him. He had difplayed the feverity of his nature in fo many inftances, as 
to ftrike an univerfal terror; and from the ficklenefs of his difpofition, no 
man who was near him, and in his power, could think himfelf fafe. Meer 
Safer Ali Kban, a man of great power and influence, (and who had mar- 
ried the lifter of Serajah’s predeceffor and grandfather, Aliverdy Khan) con- 
ducted the dehign of depriving the Naded of that power, he had fo egre-. 
gioufly abufed; he was feconded in it by Roydullub, general of horfe, 
and by Fugget-Seet, who was banker to the Nabob, and efteemed the 
richeft merchant in all India. Thefe three leading men foon communicated 
their defigns to Mr. Watts the Englifh refident at the Durbar or Nabod’s. 
court, and he to Colonel Ciive and the fecret committee at Calcutta. The 
chiefs there did not hefitate long about coming into the fcheme, Great 
dexterity, as well as fecrefy, being neceffary in executing the plan for a. 
revolution, the whole management thereof, was left to Colonel Clive, and 
to Mn Waits. To avoid fufpicion, it was neceffary that Mr. Watts fhould. 
not be obferved to have frequent intercourfe with Fafier: he therefore- 
entrufted one Omichund a Gentoo merchant with the fecret, and through 
him carried on his correfpondence with Meer Jaffer. Omichund was a 
man of the deepeft cunning and moft infatiable avarice; and ftrongly fu. 
pected to. have been the principal perfon that fomented the late troubles 
_againft the Hugli2, in hopes of pecuniary advantages to himfelf: Mr.. 
Watts. did not fufficiently know. the man.till too: late. Osmichund, after the 
plot was fo far advanced, that a treaty was juft on figning with Meer. 
Laffer, unreafonably demanded a quarter part of all the Nabod’s treafure, . 
which was fuppofed to amount. to 64 Crore, or 80 millions fterling.. His. 
20 hal 
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final terms were 30 Lack of Rupees for himfelf, by a {pecial article in the '757. 
treaty ; and he made no fcruple to affure Mr. Warts, that if his demand was 
not complied with, he would inftantly inform the Naéed of our {chemes, 
when every Englifoman within his reach would certainly be put to the {everett 
death. In this dilemma, Mr. Watts applied to Aleer Faffer, who was deter- 
mined not to accede to fuch terms, if any means of obviating them could 
be devifed. Mr. Wasts then wrote to the felect committee, who feeing that 
the fate of afl depended upon temporizing with Omichund, and being at 
the fame time very averfe to fubmit to the extortions of fuch a confummate 
rogue, contrived that two treaties fhould be executed and fent up to Meer 
Jaffer, who was to be let into the fecret. One treaty was the real one to 
be abided by; the other was fictitious, but with no other difference than 
that it contained the article of 30 Lack for Omichund. The real treaty was 
executed privately by Meer faffer; the fictitious treaty was executed alfo by 
him, and in the prefence of Omichund, who was thereupon perfectly fatisfied. 
It may be neceffary here alfo to obferve, that this fictitious treaty was figned 
by Colonel C/ve and all the felect committee: Admiral Watfon did not 
chufe to fign it, becaufe he had figned the real treaty. A {trict principle 
of delicacy, which in him was fuperior to any point of policy, operated 
too ftrongly on his mind to permit him to join even in a neceffary decep- 
tion of this nature: however, while he manifefted no difpleafure againtt 
the actors, all claffes of people, from their knowledge of Omichand’s ava- 
rice and treachery, applauded the artifice by which he was fo defervedly 
outwitted. 


Treaty executed by Meer Mahomed Jafher Khan Bahadar, with Adunrd? 
Wation, Colonel Clive, and the Counfellors Drake and Watts. 


I sweaR BY Gop, AND THE Propet or GoD, TO ABIDE BY THE TERMS 
OF THIS TREATY WHILE | HAVE LIFE *. 


Art. I]. Whatever articles were agreed upon in the time of peace with 
the Nabob Scrajab Dowlah, \ agree to comply with. 


II. The enemies of the Exgli are my enemies, whether they be Judians 
or Europeans. 


{I}. All the effects and factories belonging to the French in the province 
of Bengal, {the paradilfe of nations) and Babar, and Orixa, fhall remain in 
the poffeffion of the Englifb, nor will’ I ever allow them any more to fettle 
in the three provinces. | : 


IV. In confideration of the loffes which the Engli/a company have fuf- 
tained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabod, and the charges 


© This was written by his own hand. 
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1757" | occafioned by the maintenance of the forces, I will give them one Crore of 
ow" Rupees, [1,250000/.] | 


V. For the effects plundered from the Englifh inhabitants at Calcutta, 
T agree to give fifty Lack of Rupees, [625,000 4.] 


VI. For the effects plundered from the Gentoss, Moors and other inha- 
bitants of Calcutta, twenty lack of rupees fhall be given, [250,000 /.] &e. 


VII. For the effects plundered from the Armeniaz inhabitants of Calcutta, 
I will give the fum of fever Jack of rupees, [87,500.] The diftribution of 
the fums allotted to the Exglifa, Gentoo, Moor and other inhabitants of Cal 
cutta, fhall be left to Admiral Wat/on, Colonel Clive, Roger Drake, William 
Watts, James Kilpatrick and Richard Becher, Efquires, to be difpofed of 
by them, to whom they think proper. 


VIIE. Within the ditch which furrounds the borders of Calcutta, are 
tracts of land belonging to feveral Zemindars ; belides thefe, I will: grant 
to the Engli/fh company fix hundred yards without the ditch. 


IX. All the land lying fouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, fhall be under 
the Zemindary of the Engl company; and all the officers of thofe parts 
fhall be under their jurifdiction. The revenues to be paid by the company 
in the fame manner as other Zemindars. 


X. Whenever I demand the affiftance of the Englifh, I will be at the 
charge of the maintenance of their troops. 


XI. I will not erect any new fortifications near the river Ganges, below 
Hougbley. 


XII. As foon as I am eftablifhed in the three provinces, the aforefaid: 
fums fhall be faithfully paid. | 


Dated the 15th of the month Ramazan,, 
(June 1757) in the fourth year of 
the prefent reign. 


On the 12th of Zune, advice was received from Meer Faffer and the other 
confederates, that all things were in readinefs with them. The dye was catft;. 
and on the 23th of Fume, the whole army marched forwards, and the colonel 
wrote to the Seukabdar the very day of his march, to the following purport.: 
‘* That from. his great reputation for juftice, and faithfal obfervance of his 
word, he had been. induced to make peace with him, and to pafs over the 
lofs of many crores of rupees fuftained by the Engh/S in the capture of 
Calcutta, and to reft content with whatever he in his juftice and genérofity 
fhould reftore to them: that his excellency had not thought fit to fet any 
value on the friendfhip of the Engli/b, but had in every. thing difcouraged. 
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as much as poffible the company’s bufinefs, by turning their Vagueel dif- 1757. 
gracefully from his prefence, refufing free paflage to the Enghj/S through © 
his country, intercepting their trade, and fearching their factory at Cafim- 
duzar for ammunition and warlike ftores, on pretence of their intending 
an attempt on his life, in the time of profound peace; threatening them 
with an inftant rupture, if they.did not fubmit to the fearch. That thefe 
were but trifles however, compared to his open and avowed protection of 
the king’s enemies, of which his letters to Monf. Buffy, wrote but a few 
days after his entering into a folemn treaty with us, inviting him to his 
country, was a flagrant proof: that his protection and allowance of ten 
thoufand rupees per month to Monf. Lew, and many other circumftances, 
were not only fo many deviations from the treaty, but evidently fhewed his 
exceHency’s intention to fall upon the Engiifa, as foon as the abfence of their 
troops and fleet might expofe them to it; that the main article of the treaty 
was infringed, in his proffering only a fifth part of the fum paid into the 
treafury, for the plunder of Calcutta, and yet demanding a difcharge for the 
whole.” The-colonel complained bitterly of fo many infults put upon him, 
and reminded the Soubabdar how different his own conduct was, when called 
upon to affift him againft the Pytens. He folemnly declared, that his 
intentions were to have fought for him to the laft drop of his blood ; but 
feeing his excellency had chofen his friends from among his enemies, and 
had in every refpect deviated from his engagements, he had determined, with 
the approbation of all who were charged with the company’s affairs, to pro- 
ceed immediately to Cafimbuzar, and fubmit their difputes to the arbitration 
of Meer Faffier, Roydullub, Fugget-feet, and others of his great men; that 
if it fhould be found, that he, the colonel, had deviated from the treaty, 
he then fwore to give up all farther claims; but that, if it appeared his 
excellency had broken it, he fhould then demand. fatisfaétion for all the 
loffes fuftained by the Engii/b, and all the charges of their army and navy ; 
and concluded with telling him, ‘‘ that the rains being fo near, and it requir- 
ing many days to receive an anfwer, he had found it necefflary to wait upon 
him immediately *.” 


Our army confifted of 750 military (including 100 Topaffes) about 150 of 
tHe train (including 50 failors with 7 midfhipmen under the command of 
Lieutenant Hayter), 2100 Sepoys, 8 pieces of cannon fix pounders, and 
1 haubitzer. The Europeans and artillery were embarked in boats, and 
the Sepoys marched on to the norrhward through /Zewghley. The Bridges 
water alfo failed up the river as far as Houghiey, to keep that place in awe, 
and.to preferve a communication between the colonel and the fquadron. The 
admiral’s firft lieutenant, Mr. Fobn Clerke, with a detachment of 150 feamen, 
garrifoned. Chandernugore, and: the fhips effectually fecured Calcutta from 


® Scrafton’s refletions on the government of Jncofaz. 
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' -prifoners. 


Thefe previous and judicious meafures being taken, the army advanced 
towards Muxadabad. Onthe 14th of Fune, Mr. Watts and other gentlemen, 
with 30 foldiers, who had made their efcape from Caffmbuzar, arrived at the 
army; and on the 18th, Major Coote (lately promoted from the rank of 
captain) was fent forward with a detachment of 200 Europeans, 500 Sepoys, 
one field-piece, and a haubitzer,.to reduce Cutwah, a fort belonging to the 
Nabob, fituated on the bank: of Cafimbuzar river, about half a mile in circum- 
ference. As he was reconnoitring- the place, one of the foldiers of the party 
fuddenly grew delirious, and while in the agonies of death made fo great a 
noife, as to difcover to the enemy where they were; on which they began 
‘a brifk firing, and obliged the major for the prefent to alter. his pofitian ; 
but he prefently afterwards made a ledgement on a large baftion, and the 
next day, after fome oppofition, the enemy abandoned the fort, and left to 
the conqueror 14 pieces of cannon of different calibers, and a large quantity 
of grain and ammunition. | 


When the army was within two days march of Muxadabad, Colonel 
Clive received fome difagreeable advices from Meer Jaffer, which he imme- 
diately laid before a council of war {ummoned upon the occafion, the 
majority of whofe members were of the: colonel’s opinion, that he ought not 
to advance any farther. He therefore halted where he was, and fent an 
exprefs to Calcutta, defiring frefh orders. However, the fame evening 
Colonel Clive received a fecond mefflage from Meer Jaffer, alluring him of 
his due performance of the articles mentioned in the treaty, but. informing 
him that he was fo furrounded with fpies, as to be obliged to act with the 
greateft caution. This intelligence foon determined the colonel to pufh 
on; and that very night, without waiting for any inftructions from Calcutta, 
he gave orders for the army to hold themfelves in readinefs to march the 
next morning, when, leaving a fubaltern officer with all the fick at Cuiwab, 
he broke up his camp, and marched towards the enemy, through water 
almoft to the foldiers middles; the rainy feafon being now fet in. At 6 
o’clock in the morning the army croffed the river, and marched abour two 
miles farther, to a large tope (or grove) where they halted till the evening : 
about 4 the next morning, the whole army reached Plafey grove, after a 
very fatiguing march, and through a whole night’s rain. Advice having 
been brought to the colonel, on his arrival at the grove,: that the Naded’s 
vanguard, confifting of 6000 men, was within three. miles of owr-army, he 
ordered an advance guard of 200 Ewrepzans, and 300 Sepoys, with 2 pieces 
of cannon, to poft themfelves at Plaféy houfe; and feveral guards of Sepoys, 
at proper diftances from each other, round the grove. | 


At day-break of the 23d, the Nabab’s army was perceived marching out 
of their lines towards the grove which we were in poffeffion of. ‘Their inten- 
tion 
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tion feemed to be to turround us. The colonel hereupon formed his army ; 
the Europeans he told of in four divifions ; the 1{t he put under the command 
of Major Kilpatrick, the 2d under Major Grant, the 3d under Major Coore, 
and the 4th under Captain Gaupp. The Sepoys were formed on the right 
and Jeft. Plaffey-grove is furrounded by a bank; our army’s left flank 
was covered by Plaffey-houfe and river, and the right flank by the grove. 


The enemy’s army kept marching towards ours in deep columns, fup- 
ported by a large train of artillery confifting of 53 pieces of cannon, chiefly 
of 18, '24 and 32 pounders. Their manceuvres, upon this occafion, differed 
materially from thofe they had been accuflomed to, for inftead of pofting 
their artillery all together, as was their ufual practice, they difperfed them 
between the divifions of thei,troops, and had not above two or three pieces 
of cannon on a fpot: fo that an attack upon any one part of their artillery,. 
could not have been deeifive. In this order they continued marching as 
far as the river would permit; but as foon as their rear was gotten out of 
the camp, failing in their plan to furround us, they halted; and a body 
ef about 50 French, advancing in front of a large detachment of their army 
eommanded by Meer Modu» one of their principal generals, with 4 pieces 
of cannon,. lodged themfelves within the banks of a ¢az& (or pond of water) 
diftant from us about 600 yards, and began a brifk cannonade. 


Our little army was at firft drawn up without the bank which furrounded 
the grove, but foon found fuch a fhower of balls pouring upon them from 
the enemy’s cannon, that the colonel thought proper they fhould retire 
under cover of the bank, leaving two field pieces without, while the other 
four were kept playing through the breaches in the bank. Our Icft wing 
was ftill covered by Pl/afey houfe, which was about 50 yards diftant, and 
clofe to the river fide. 


In this fituation, both armies remained till about 12 o’clock ; when a. 


heavy fhower of rain falling, the enemy’s horfe advanced, as if to take ad- 
vantage of it: but when they found that our field-pieces continued firing, 
notwithftanding the rain, their ardor was checked.. The rain ceafing, the 
gannonading continued till about 3 in the afternoon, when they retired. 
without confufion to their old camp, their artillery marching firft. And 


now, a large corps, on the left of our troops, was feen moving in fuch a- 


manner, as to make it doubtful whether their aim was to poffefs themfelves 


ef the village to the left, againft us, or whether they were friends, and: 


wanted to join our army; but they proved afterwards to be friends under 
Meer Faffer’s command ; however, as no fignal had been agreed on (owing 


to the mifcarriage of a meffenger which he had difpatched to the colonel. 


in the morning) they were kept at a diftance by. our field-pieces. After. 


this retreat of the enemy, Colonel Clive, leaving orders with Major Kil- 


patrick to fend him notice if the Nabod fhould make any new motions, went: 
into Plaffey-house to put on dry cloaths, and confider whether, at si 
anding : 
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1757. ftanding the fatigue which his troops had already undergone, he fhould 

——v——~ purfue the blow, by an immediate attack upon the Nabod’s camp, or defer 
it till night, when he judged from paft experience the fuccefs would be 
certain. 

During this interval, information was brought to the colonel, that a de- 
tachment of our army, with fome field-pieces, was marching towards the 
before-mentioned tank and eminence, at about the diftance of 600 yards, 
which had been poffeffed by the French, but who abandoned it when the 
army of Serajab Dowlab retired to their camp. Colonel C/ive exprefled his 
furprize, that fuch a ftep fhould have been taken without his orders, and 
immediately haftened after the detachment, which he reached nearly at 
the fame time it arrived at the tavk. He ttow found that this detach- 
ment was commanded by Major Kilpatrick, whom he at firft ordered under 
arreft for fuch unmilitary conduét, but was pacified by the major’s making 
him an apology. 


The colonel then ordered Major Kilpatrick back to the grove, and took 
the command of the detachment himfelf, refolving, fince fuch a ftep had 
been taken, not to make any retreat, but rather to bring on a fecond action 
and make it decifive. He therefere ordered a reinforcement from the main 
body in the grove ; upon which Major Coote with his detachment joined the 
colonel. The colonel then fent the king’s grenadiers, and a grenadier 
company of Sepoys to lodge themfelves behind a bank that was clofe upon 
the enemy’s lines; from whence they kept a continual fire with their fmall 
arms, as did the detachment at the sank, with four pieces of cannon. 


In the mean time the enemy’s infantry and cavalry pufhed out towards 
our feveral little bodies of troops, and endeavoured to bring their heavy 
artillery to bear, but they met with fo warm a reception, and loft fo many 
draught-oxen and drivers, that they failed in their attempt. When the in- 
fantry and cavalry had faced our troops for fome time, and ftood a very 
Jmart cannonading, in which they loft a great number of men and horfes, 
it was obferved they were in fome confufion, and that their elephants grew 
very unruly. The colonel took immediate advantage of this critical mo- 
ment, and fent orders to Major Coote to attack a large body of horfe and 
foot upon a rifing ground at about the diftance of 150 yards, and ordered 
another officer at the fame time to ftorm the angle of the camp. Both thefe 
attacks fucceeded, the enemy making but a faint refiftance ; Major Coote 
marched into their lines, and a general rout enfued*. The affailants pur- 
fued till it was dark, and then halted at Doudpore, a place about 6 miles 
diftance from the field of battle, where they were joined by the reft of the 
army from Plaffey grove under Major Kilpatrick, who at the commencement 


= Mr. Shureditch, a midfhipman of the Keat, was wounded by a mufket bullet which went 
through his thigh, as he was eagerly advanting to fhoot one of the French officers in the 

Nabob’s army. : 
of 
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of the rout received orders from the colonel to march.—The Nabod’s army 
was computed to confift of 20,000 horfe, and 40,000 foot : our lofs was very 
inconfiderable ; but he had about 500 men killed, among whom was Meer 
Modun (whofe death was the occafion of the confufion juft mentioned) be- 
fides 3 elephants, and a great many horfes. Their 53 pieces of cannon, of 18, 
24, and 32. pounders, fell into our hands, with their camp, baggage, ele- 
phants, &c. &c. 


I have been more minute in the defcription of this battle of Plaffey, 
than was Mr. Scrafton, becaufe fome perfons have taken great pains to 
mifprefent it, with a view to tarnifh the glory of Colonel Cive on that 
important victory ; pretending that their accounts were taken verbatim from 
Sir Eyre Coote’s journal, as read by him to the felect committee of the houfe 
of commons, which fat the preceding feffions on Eaf India affairs. Hav- 
ing therefore been lately favoured with the perufal of Sir Eyre Coote’s jour- 
nal, I can aver, that the feveral publications alluded to, are totally devoid 
of truth; and the public may be affured that the defcription here given of 
the battle, correfponds in every material particular with that journal. Sir 


Eyre Coote himfelf alfo, in a late converfarion with me, declared, ‘* that the 


publications before-mentioned were abfolutely falfe; that any perfon might be 
convinced thereof, by appealing to the minutes of the committee of the 
houfe of commons,. where what was delivered by him on this examination, 
was committed to paper.” He alfo authorifed me publicly to declare, 


“ that he has on all occafions been ever ready to do juttice to Lord Ciive’s. 


merit.” 


While our army was purfuing, a large body of horfe was obferved 
en our right; after firing-a few fhot at them, a mefflenger arrived with 
a letter from Adcer Jaffer to the colonel, acquainting him, that the corps 
was under his command, and requefting an interview that mght or the 
next morning. Accordingly, the next day he had an interview with the 
colonel, when after congratulating him on his victory, he declared him- 


felf ready to perform the articles of the treaty between them. The colonel: 


faluted him as Soubabdar or Nabob of Bengal, Babar, and Orixa, and ad- 
vifed him to.advance immediately to Muxadabad atter Serajab Dowlah, pro- 
mifing that he would follow to fupport him with his whole force. The 


late Nabob reached his capital, which was 20 miles diftant from the field’ 


of battle, a few. hours after his defeat: and the next evening, not knowing 
whom to truft, or what to do, abandoning himfelf to his fears, on Meer 
Fafier’s arrival, he difguifed himfelf in the habit of a Faguier, and with one. 
or two attendants attempted to make his efcape. Meer Faffier immediately 
entered the palace, where all was anarchy and confufion; but prefently, Mef- 
fieurs Watts and Walp arrived from the colonel to pacity the inhabitants, 


and affure them of protection: and on the 27th of June Colonel Clive him- 


felf made his public entry into Muxadabad. Meer Faffer vifited the. 


colonel the next day, and the 29th Colonel Clive went to the palace, and. 


in the prefence of the Rajabs and Grandees of the court, he folemnly. 


a 


handed. 
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1764. handed him to the Mufnud or carpet and throne of ftate, where he was 
~— unanimoufly faluted poner or Nabob, and received the fubmiffion of all 
prefent. He afterwards, and as foon as he was able, punctually fulfilled the 
feveral articles {tipulated ‘in the treaty 5-and conferred upon the company, the 
navy, and army, fuch liberal rewards, as or compenfated for the courage 
and intrepidity they had exerted in his behalf. The remaining part of the 
month was fpent in fettling many important matters, confequent to fuch an 


amazing revolution. 


On the 3d of Fuly, Serajah Dowlah the late Nabob, after wandering 
about, forfaken and almoft naked, was taken in his way to Patna, near 
Rajamaul; betrayed, it is faid, by one whom he had in his profperity 
cruelly treated, by caufing his ears to be cut off: The next day, he was 
brought back to Muxadabad, and in a few hours afterwards, privately put 
to death by Meer Fafier’s eldeft fon, to whofe cuftody he was committed. 
The father outwardly feemed defirous of having him confined for life; but 
the fon and other chief men did not think it prudent to hazard fuch a ftep 
in the prefent critical fituation of affairs, and therefore, agreeable to the 
cruel maxims of Haflern policy, had hjm murdered in prifon, and his 
remains were expofed on an elephant round the city. He had not quite 
compleated his 25th year, and but one of his reign, when he thus fell: an 
exit, too fuitable to his fanguinary difpofition, and tyrannical acts ! 


On the 26th of Fuly the new Nadod fent prefents, after the cuftom of 
the country, and of the eaft in general, to the admiral, confifting of an 
elephant, two fine horfes, a rich Moori/h drefs of gold gingham, with tur- 
bans and fafhes; and a rofe and plume compofed of diamonds, rubies, 
fapphires, and emeralds, which though not of great value, made a pom- 
pous appearance. Admiral Pocock was alfo complimented with a prefent of 
the fame kind. Admiral Wat/on received the ambaffadors on this occafion 
with marks of great refpect; he made a prefent of fine cloth and velvet 
to each in return; dreffed his fhips, difplaying as many flags of different 
nations as could be difpofed of on the yards, mafts, and rigging of the 
fhips; faluted them with his cannon; and wrote the following congratu- 
Jatory letter to the Nadob. | 


Admiral Cuar.es Watson, the great commander of the fleet belonging to the 
moft puiffant King of Great Britain, irreftible in battle ;—To the Nabob 
SHujaH aL Mutvux Hassam 6 DowLaH MEER MaAnHOMED-JAFFIER KHAN 
Banapar ManasutT June. 


“ MIRZA f AFFIER BEG, whom you have done me the honour 
to depute to me, has delivered me your letter and the other marks of friend- 
fhip, with which you have been pleafed to favour me. He has alfo {fatis- 
fied my defire, in giving me an ample account of your health and profperity. 

: But 
I 
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But what pleafes me beyond expreffion, is, to hear that all men rejoice in rey, 
them; and while they acknowledge you are worthy of them, pray for their - 
continuance. This is a fatisfaction which your predeceffor never knew, and 

which while it gives the moft fublime pleafure to a mind generous like 

yours promifes happinefs to yourfelf, and a quiet fucceflion to your 

on. 


How much I and all my countrymen wifh it, can only be known by 
the benefits you have conferred on us, the extent of which can alone be 
meafured by your generofity, and our gratitude. May day by day make 
known the latter to your content, and our honour |” 


Xx. 2 CHAP, 
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CH A P. I. 


Major Fyre Coote’s expedition up the Ganges, in purfuit of Monfeur Law, 
and bis party. 


Y the articles of the capitulation of Chandernagore, the whole of that 
garrifon were to continue prifoners of war; but about the time of fign- 

ing the treaty, Mr. Law, with a {mall body of troops, made his efcape out 
of” Cafimbuzar, and with them marched northward, towards Patna. At 
that place, he was protected by the late Nabob* ; and on our recommenc- 
ing hoftilities, Mr. Law collected together about 200 of his nation, the 
only remains of the French in Bengal, to affift him ; and which were within 
two days march of the Nabod’s camp, when the battle of Plaffey was fought. 
On. receiving the news of the defeat, Mr. Law ftopped; but hearing alfo 


of the Nabob’s efcape, he advanced again, and was within a few hours 


march of joining him, when he was taken. 


To clear Bengal entirely of fo reftlefs an enemy to the Engli/b, and the 
new Nabob; on the 4th of “fu/y a detachment of troops, under the command 
of Major Archibald Grant, of Colonel Adlercron’s regiment, was ordered by 
Colonel Ciive to hold themfelves in readinefs to go in purfuit of Mr. Law 
and his party. Mootenbeg, a Sepoy officer in the company’s fervice, was fent 
on before, with two grenadier companies of Sepoys, as an advanced guard. 
Thefe orders, a few hours afterwards were countermanded, and Major Eyre 
Coote was then appointed to the chief command of the expedition, who ac- 
cordingly on the 5th marched to Muxadabad, and there took on him the 
command of the detachment. 


On the 6th the Major left Muxadabad with 223 Europeans, officers and 
artillery included, 2 pieces of cannon 6 pounders, 3 companies of Sepoys, 
50 Lafcars or Indian {ailors, and 10 Marmutty men, or pioneers to clear the 
road; and the fame night arrived at Rumna, where he was greatly dif- 
treffed by the drunkennefs and diforder that prevailed among his people. 


* See Admiral Wat/on’s letters to the Nadod complaining of the protefion given to Mr. 
Law and his party, p. 143. €c, | 
On 
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On the 7th, he continued his rout by water; only the Sepoyt marching by 1757. 
land on the banks of the river: At night he reached Chepoua. The next ° 
day he went on to Belgutta, where meeting with the Dacca fleet of king’s 
boats, he thought it neceffary, for forwarding the expedition, to get two 
Bolias *, a Goordore +, and 87 Dandies or boatmen, from the Nazir, or of- 
ficer who commanded the boats, to whom he gave a receipt for them. 
After this, the major left the boats and Eurepean foldiers under the com- 
mand of Captain Alexander Grant (an officer in the company’s military fer- 
vice) and pufhed on by land, with Mr. Fobnjftone, a gentleman in the civil 
employment of the Zaft India company, aud who now acted as his fecretary, 
endeavouring to get up with the advanced body of Sepoys. That night he 
arrived at Sooty, a place fituate at the conflux of the Ganges and Cafimbuzar- 
river. On the oth the major quitted Sooty, and in the evening of the fame 
day got into acreek near to Dogatchy. Captain Grant, with the Europeans, 
lay by at Cogatchy. The next morning the major joined Mootenbeg with 
the advanced party of two grenadier companies of Sepoys, who had been 
before reinforced with about 120 horfe and 7 gunmen, under the com- 
mand of two of the Navod’s Famedars or military officers. 


The major had an interview at Dogatchy with Doad Khan, brother of 
Nabob Fafier Ali Khan, who informed him, that Mr. Law and his detach- 
ment had left Tertagurry but a few days before. He then pufhed on with 
the Sepoys to Rajemaul,; where Duan Stburtray fhewed him a letter from 
Mr. Law, dated the 6th, from Baghelpoor, acquainting him with his arrival 
atthat place, and that he intended to proceed by flow marches to Patna, at 
which place he expected to receive a Perwannah from Meer Jaffer, and to that 
end had inclofed an 4rzy or petition to that Nabob. The major took pof- 
feffion of this, and inclofed it in a letter to Colonel Clive the fame night 5 
which letter informed him likewife, ‘that the two Jamedars having received 
no orders to advance with him, had refufed to go any farther; and that 
the Phoufdar, or chief magiftrate of the diftri€t, who had promifed to have 
500 gunmen and 100 horfemen ready in the morning to reinforce the par- 
ties already pofted at the paffes of Sicarigully, and Leriagurry, had been 
worfe than his word, pretending that thofe two places were already fuf- 
ficiently fecured, 200 gunmen and 4o horfe being ftationed at the former, 
and 50 gunmen and 14 horfe at the latter :” The major concluded, with 
requefting the colonel’s orders concerning one Alexander Saufure, a Swifs, 
whom the Sepoys had apprehended difguifed in a Moor’s drefs. This ex- 
prefs packet was fent to Captain Grant, to be forwarded by him to Co- 
lonel Clive, and the captain at the fatne time was exprefly ordered by the 
major to come up and join him with all expedition. 


* Indian boats, very long, but fo narrow, that only one man can fit in them abreaf. 
They carry however a multitude of rowers, and are remarkable for their {wiftnefs. | 


+ A veffel pufhed on by paddles, 
| On 
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1767.  Onthe r1th the major received a letter from Captain Grant, on this fidé- 
ev Dogatchy, acquainting him with the lofs of the boat which carried the ar- 
rack defigned for the ufe of the troops, and that the whole fleet was in: 

great diftrefs for want of proper tackle and dandies; but he hoped to be 

able to join the major fome time in the night with the light boats only. On: 

the receipt of this, the major was again obliged to apply to the Phou/dar, 

who promis’d to procure him fome country arrack, 10 light boats, 500 ad- 

ditional dgndies, and ropes for tackling :. But on his being reminded of his 

late promife of affitting- the major with a body of men, he defired- to be. 
ete telling him his troops were fo difperfed' in different quarters, it 

was. impoffible to collect them together; but, if that had not been the cafe, . 

he: fhould never have prevailed on them to march, unlefs the two months 
arrears which were then due to them from the Nadod were firft paid. The 
major advifed the colonel of all thefe difficulties by letter, earneftly defiring 

him to procure proper orders from the Nabod to the Famedars and other: 

. Officers of the places he was to pafs through, to fupply him with all the. 
neceffaries he might ftand in need of.—Captain Grant, agreeable to the. 
hopes he had given him, joined the major this night with all the boats, exs 
-cept that which carried the ammunition, and a tumbril-boat, of which.no; 

tidings could be, learned. a 


The next day, Major Coote fent out fome parties in fearch of the boats. 
that’ were miffing, and employed all the caulkers and carpenters that could’ 
poffibly be procured, in refitting the other boats. The Phou/dar again. 
affured him, that he had:difpatched people every where to collect the boats . 
and dandies he had promifed, and faid he made not the teaft doubt but 
they would be all ready the next day. At night the major had the fatis- 
faction to be joined by the ammunitiom and tumbril-boats, both of which. 
were fuppofed to have been loft:—At the fame time, he received a letter: 
from Colonel C4ve, ordering him to follow Mr. Law.as far as Patna, if he: 
could not come up with him fooner, 


The 13th, Serjeant Devergue having reported, that the prifoner Alexander - 
Saufure, (who at firft came ae Europe to Bombay as a volunteer, in a Swifs. 
company of foldiers, but. foon after left our Zaft India company’s fervice) 
had been endeavouring to perfuade him to defert, and carry over with him 
as many men as he could to the French, and that he had -alfo: difclofed to. 
him a fcheme he had formed for his efcape, by the connivance of the Sepoy, 
who was centinel over-him; and farther, that he had communicated to him the 
contents of a letter which he had written to Mr. Law, giving an-account of. 
the proceedings of this Exgii/h detachment, and of its force; the major, 
on the ferjeant’s information, fent Lieutenant Flaéon to the prifoner, who: 
took from: him a letter addreffed to Mr. Law, and another to fome other per- - 
fon. From the laft letter it appeared, that Sew/ure had been formerly in the 
Dutch fervice at Batavia, where he had killed one officer, and wounded. 
two others in different duels; that he had the good fortune to efcape. 

ta; 
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to Pondicherry; but lately, upon account of a rencounter of the fame kind, 
he had been obliged to leave that place alfo, in a Danifb thip bound to 
Bengal, and that juft before the battle of Plaffey he had joined the few 
French who were then at Cafimbuzar. In his letter to Mr. Law, he gave 
an account of that battle; the defeat of Serajab Dowlab, with his confufion 
and perturbation of mind after the death of Meer Modun his chief general, 
and finaly, his flight from his capital. We added, that had himéelf, 
previous to the action, been fupported with 4000 men as an advanced 
guard, and which the Nabeb had actually promifed him, he would have 
prevented the little Englifh army from taking poffeffion of Plaffey grove , 
to which, and to his not being properly fupported in the tank, where 


he had placed the few Frenchmen who were with him, he attributed the 


Jofs of the battle. — He went on with faying, that he had propofed to 
Monf. St. Frais, the commander of the French troops, to march with 
his handful of forces up the country, with a view of joining Mr. Law, 
but St. Frais anfwered, it was impracticable, and therefore defired his 
people to difperfe, and take the beft care they could of themfelves. He 
added, that he had defignedly fecreted himfelf until Major Coote had 
began his march; and advijed Mr. Law to get a paffport from Meer Faffier 
to fecure him a fafe and uninterrupted paffage through his country, though 
he acknowledged, that the Nadod, influenced by Colonel Ciive, had sAualls 
difpatched orders to the Nabob of Patna for detaining him and his par 
on their march. However, faid he “* You, Sir, have it in your power, wit 
“« the troops under your command, to get the better of the Englifh detach- 
“* ment, who are now in purfuit of you. In the twinkling of an eye, you 
“may entirely change the face of affairs here. Your name is in high 
“* repute among the Moors, and the military reputation of Mr. Buffy is fo 
*¢ oreat and dreaded, that this party muft inftantly fly at his very name.” 
He proceeded with advifing Mr. Law, by a counter-march, to attack our 
troops in the night-time, in a certain place which he particularly defcribed ; 
affuring him, that by fuch a coup he might eafily kill or make prifoners all 
the officers, efpecially thofe of the Sepoys, who were more addi¢ted to 
drunkennefs than even the Europeans themfelves.—He concluded his letter 
with thefe words: ‘‘ I wifhed to have delivered to you in perfon this intelli- 
“¢ pence, but on the third day of my journey, I had the misfortune to be 
“ arrefted, difguifed like a Moor: I fhall do every thing in my power 
«¢ however to make my efcape; for which purpofe I beg you to fend with 
“¢ the bearer, a good Alcara*, who underftands the Portuguefe language.— 
© The Exglifb arrived at Rajemaul the 11th inftant.” 


“ 


The prifoner being brought before Major Coote and the other officers, 
acknowledged the above letters to have been written with his own hand ; 
and having nothing to plead in his defence, was judged unanimoully to be 
deferving of death, as a fpy; and the major thinking it proper to carry the 


* A guide and {py. 
| fentence 
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1757. fentence into immediate execution, he was accordingly hanged in the front: 
tem of the battalion. The Sepoy whom he had feduced, was tried the next day 
by a court-martial compofed of Subadars* and Famedars, who finding him 
guilty of confenting to connive at, and affift Alexander Saufure in making his. 
efcape, ordered him 500 lafhes with a ratan, and to be turned out. of the: 

fervice. © 


The Phoufdar, reprefenting to the major, that he could not affure him of 
the boats and dandies before the enfuing night, and exprefsly promifing: 
that every thing fhould be then ready, the major thought it moft advifable- 
to poftpone his march till the 15th in the morning. When this day arrived,, 
he found himfelf under the difagreeable neceffity of putting off from Raja- 
maul in the fame embarraffed condition he arrived there; the Phou/dar and. 
Duan an officer next in command, having neglected to procure him the 
boats and dandies which they had fo faithfully promifed, and in the former- 
of which he intended to have embarked the Sepoys. This body of troops. 
therefore were {till obliged to march on by land, and at night arrived at. 
Sicarigully, where they joined the major; who had a little before arrived 
there with the other part of the detachment, excepting 11 boats that were 
under the command of the officer of the rear-guard, and who could not 
get up that night through want of a fufficient number of dandies to track 
againit the current. At Sicarigully, the major vifited the pafs of that 
name, which is a road from about g to 12 feet wide, cut through a. 
rock, and covered on each fide by an impenetrable Zungle or coppice,, 
while a rivulet or water-courfe, very hollow and impaffable, runs near to: 
the Futtacks or gate: if a ball was difcharged here, it could not go above: 
100 yards in a line, the road everf. where abounding with fo many intri- 
cate windings. In this pafs too, fuch deep breaft-works and trenches are. 
thrown up,. that it would be very difficult to force a paflage, if well de- 
fended. The King’s Road is faid to be eafier of accefs than this, and lies. 
about a mile nearer the foot of the mountain. The major went alfo to. 
fee the tomb of Seid Abmud Mabdoom, which ftands upon the top of the” 
rock, and was built at the expence of Sharefbe Khan, uncle to the famous. 
JAurengzebe: here he received a vifit from the Fameder, who promifed to 
procure him a frefh fupply of dandies, affuring him however at the 
fame time, that the French party he was in purfuit. of, were already got- 
ten beyond Patna. | 


On the 16th, the major left Sicarigully, and on his arrival at Goujapoor,. 
was complimented with a vifit from the Duan and Famedar of Teriagurry: 
pafss who informed him, that the French had halted there two days, at: 
the time Serajah Dewlab was. prifoner at Rajamaul, and that- upon thé 
ewer affuring them, that no.kind of affiftance would be given them,. 

ould they perfift to advance farther down the river, they. had returned. 


* Black commanders of a company. 
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back; and he added, that the prefent Nabed, Meer Jaffer, had done him t75y. 
the honour to thank him, for having rendered to him and his people fo —~v—# 
acceptable a fervice. The major foon afterwards proceeded-on to Teri- 
apurry pafs. This is only a wall carried on from the brink of the river 
(which at this place is prodigioufly rapid) to the foot of the mountain, 

and is almoft impaffable, being covered, like that at Sicarigally, with thick 

woods and Fuagle; and hath this farther impediment, that very near to 

the wall, runs a rivulet, onthe fide of the hill, feemingly impracticable 

to pafs over. The baftions are without parapets, having eight fides that 

are not eight feet wide, and they have contrived to build the walls fo 
artfully, that the rivulet ferves for a ditch in front. The baftion-wall, 

which is about 14 feet high, and 50 yards long, entirely commands the 

river, which though it be § of a mile broad here, yet the current is fuch 

as to carry all boats clofe under the platform. : 


The major arrived this night at Shababad,; where being informed by 
Mootenbeg, who commanded the Sepoys, that the French were a little beyond 
Baghelpoor, he difpatched two Hircars or {pies for more certain intelligence, 
detaching at the fame time 100 Sepoys with orders to endeavour to overtake 
them, to fire into their boats, and fo harrafs them, as to give him an oppor 
tunity of coming up with them. 


On the 17th the major left Shababad at day-break, and at 10 o’clock 
arrived at Pyntaby, which is a pretty ftrong poft on the top of a hill, in 
which are quarries of lime. He here vifited the tomb of Shah Cumimul’s 
and was told by the Nabob’s Peons who were quartered in the place, that 
the French had left it about ten days before, On this intelligence, the 
major continued to pufh on, and leaving Bolgutta on his left, rowed up to 
Calgow-Nulla, and arrived in the evening with fome of the light boats at 
Calgow, where the reft of his troops did not get up till midnight, and 
the next morning. The fituation of Bolgutta is moft delightful, but what 
greatly adds to the beauty and pleafure of the place and profpect, 1s, 
in the river near to it, are feveral large rocks, which in the dry feafon caufe 
a great fall of water and fome very fine cafcades. The Sepoys made heavy 
complaints here of the fatigues they had undergone, by fuch long and cone 
tinued marches through bad roads; and the Dandies declared, that they 
could work no Jonger at the rate they had hitherto pufhed forwards: the 
major therefore, to filence all complaints, and to induce them to go or 
without delay, was obliged to make each of them a prefent in money. 
This day, a Coaft-Sepoy joined Mootenbeg on the march, who told the 
major that he had deferted from the French, and left them about ten 
days before, encamped at Mongheer, to the number of about 140 Eu 
ropeans, and go Sepoys, with three pieces of cannon; that all the men 
were well armed, but in great want of money; that he and feveral others 
who were at Chandernagore when it was taken, though allowed to go where 
they pleafed, chofe to join Mr. Law : but that having had fome words = 
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r9o7, his famedar, and not having received his pay with any kind of punctuality, 
Aenea had come to a refolution of quitting the French, and offering his fervice to | 
the Englifb., While the major continued at Calgow, he received alfo a 
vifit from the Phoufdar of that place, who told him, the French party were 
arrived at the fort of A@ongheer, where they were collecting all kinds of 
provifions and ftores, for which however they paid a double price: He 
added, they were enabled to do this, having received a little while before, 
10,000 rupees by Serajah Dowlah’s orders, from the town of Mongheer ; 
and that even at this time, they were in no want of money. | 


On the 18th, the boats being alinoft all come up, the major proceeded on — 
to Baghelpoor. Here, he received a letter from Colonel C/ive, dated the 13th 
at noon, in which were inclofed others from the Nabcd to the different Rajahs,. 
Famedars, and Phoufdars, ordering them to fupply the major with every thing 
he ftood in need of. The colonel had Jikewife taken care to inclofe the 
Nabob’s Perwannab, directing the feveral Famedars in particular, to obey the 
major’s commands; in confequence of which, Mr. Coote fent for Mirza 
Kelbealy, the fon of Ala Kuly Khan, the Phoufdar of Baghelpoor, and after hav- 
ing delivered to him the Nadod’s letter, he {hewed him the Perwannab he had 
received to command all the Nabob’s forces. He then demanded 60 horfe 
of him, which he readily promifed to furnifh, and alfo that they fhould 
be in readinefs to march the next morning. The major afterwards 
put into his hands, (to be forwarded by him) the Nabad’s Perwannab, and‘a 
letter of his own, addreffed to the Rajah of Caruckpoor, demanding of him 
200 horfe, which he faid he expected fhould join him in two days as 
Mongheer. The major likewife delivered to him another Perwannab, inclofed 
in a letter from himfelf to the Famedar of Bhar, requiring him, on the 
{uppofition of the French being at that place, to diftrefs them by burning 
their boats, and throwing every other impediment in their way, that 
might detain them tll he himlelf could get up. But at midnight, the 
Major received a letter from Mr. Pearkes, our company’s chief at Patna; 
dated the 16th, in which he informed him, that the French had paffed by; 
that city, and were going on to the extreme boundaries of the province. 
Their force, he faid, cunfifted of about 100 Europeans, 125 Coaft and. 4a 
Bengal Sepoys, 8 field-pieces, and 9 patteraroes.. | 


Onthe rgth the major put off with. his boats from Baghelpoor, having fent 
on the Sepoys by land. The fame day he vifited Mirza Kelbealy, and defired, 
of him 40 Dandies to enable his troops to go on with the greater dilpatch. 
in purfuit of the French.—Here he faw a Mo/que built by Shab Zada, mott 
beautifully fituated on an high rock, by the river’s fide: alfo a pretty, 
romantic houfe on the top of a ftill higher rock in the middle of the 
river, with a number of figures cut in.the rock. This very agreeable 
manfion was inhabited by Faguiers, who feemed to. think that they did 
the major great honour by accepting of fome money from him. Soon 
afterwards he paffed by Sattangunge a neighbouring town, and lay that 
night at Jebanguira. Prom hence, he. wrote to Rajab Ramuarain, Nabob. 
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of Pina, defiring him to oppofe the French, and to prevent their going 17657. 
farther up the river; and alfo a letter to Mr. Pearkes, inclofing a number “~-—=4. 
of papers calculated to induce the French troops to defert, which he defired, 

if poffible, he would get dropt in the French camp. On the 20th the 

major left Febanguira, and.on his arrival at Gourgat-Nulla, was joined by 

Mirza Kelbealy with 60 horfe, and a party of Buxerries or matchlock folders, 

He allo this day met Agah Meer, a Faguier, who told him, that he left 

Patna but three days before, and the Jrench were then at a garden- 

houle, three Co/s or fix Engli/S miles from that city. Late this nichr, the 

major arrived at Mongheer tort, and on the Duaw’s vifiting him, he demanded 

of him 40 Dandies and 100 trackers *, having been difappointed in receiving 

thofe he expected from Mirza Kelbealy.—A grenadier-boat, and a tumbril 

boat, and the rear-guard did not get up with him this night. The 2rft, 

the officer of the rear-guard having joined the major, and reported that the 

two boats which did not get up the preceding night, were a ground upon 

a fhoal, an officer and 30 Dandies, furnifhed by the Duan, were ordered to 

go and aflift in getting them off. 


In this interval, the major, accompanicd by fome of his officers, went to 
take a view of the fort, but unexpectedly found the gate fhuc againft chem, 
and that ro admitrance was to be gained, though the Duan made one of 
the company, who feemed greatly difconcerted at this feeming incivility: 
On the major and his attendants approaching very near to the gate, he 
perceived the garrifon to be fo much alarmed, or fo hoftile in their inten- 
tions, as to be actually lighting their matches; on which he refolved 
only to walk round the forr, which was three miles 11 circumference, but 
badly flanked; the wall, though pretty high and faced with ftone, was 
to the Jand-fide ruinous in many places, and might eafily be fcaled. 
The wall is alfo overlooked in fome parts by an high bank at the diftance 
of but fixty yards. The current of the river oppofite to the fort, is fo 
very rapid, that boats are carried down at leaft two miles in croffing only 
to the oppofite fide. The major however was not deterred from making 
the attempt; and though he had the good luck to get over fafe, yet 
one of his boats with fome Sepoys was overfet, by which accident one 
nan was drowned, and five ftands of arms entirely loft. Many of the other 
boats not joining the major in the night, he came to a refolution of 
crofling the river again, and afterwards lay to, in order to give his people 
an opportunity of getting up with him. Finding however that the Sepoys 
were advanced three Co/s beyond Nabobgunge, he pufhed on, and in very 
little time arrived at Hybutgunge. 


‘On the 22d, the major put off from Hybutgunge; having firft written a 
letter to Colonel Cive, acquainting him that he fhould follow Mr. Law 
until he received his orders to the contrary. He alfo forwarded to the 


* Men to draw the boats up by the help of ropes, 
Y 2 colonel 
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1757+ colonel.a letter he had juft before received from Mr. Pearkes, the contents. 
tv of which informed him, that the French had advanced 3 Co/s beyond Chup- 

rab, from whence they could eafily make their efcape out of the province ;. 
as they were not above 5 Co/s diftant from the territories of Sujab Dowiah,. 
Nabob of Oude. The major lay this night at Nabodbgunge, and was joined. 
at midnight by the rear-guard. In the mean time, part of the boats pafied: 
by, without touching at Nabobgunge, and got as far as Lutchinpoor. On 

the 23d, at day-break, the major left Nabobgunge, and foon after, his Bud- 

gerow * by the force of the wind and current, was driven afhore at Kbua 

Nulla; there he left her to be refitted, and proceeded on foot to Lutchin- 

poor, where he joined the reft of the fleet, and the Sepeys.—Then putting 

off from Lutchinpoor, he reached Bharrai by five in the afternoon. The 
major now confidering the great rifk his boats had already run, and ftill would,. 
from the dangerous navigation of the river, and that a few more fuch. 
accidents, would inevitably bring on the ruin of the whole expedition; 
he judged it neceffary to order the troops, with thé ammunition and artil-- 
lery, to difembark, and then putting himfelf at their head, he marched. 
three Co/s over land, which brought him to Dirriapoor , the artillery was. 
drawn, and ammunition carried, by his foldiers. On the 24th he marched. 
with his whole little army from Dirriapoer to Purraruck, which places are~ 
diftant about 20 Eagh/amiles from each other. The European foldiers during. 
this march, expreffed the greateft difcontent, complained of the fatigues. 
they had goae through, and the many hardfhips they had fuffered, by the- 
want of fhoes and arrack, and at laft pofitively refufed to go any farther. 
The major finding the men in a difpofition to mutiny, and perceiving at. 
the fame time that the wind and river were more favourable than they had.’ 
lately experienced, thought it advifable to re-embark the European troops,. 
but putting himfelf at the head of the Sepoys, he marched with. them to: 
Bhar, which was three Co/s farther. 


On the Buropeex troops arrival at Bhar, the major-fent fome of the fers. 
jeants. with a.meflage to them, reminding them of the favours. he had con-- 
ferred, and haw.ready he had been to obhge them upon all occafions; andi 
how fenfible he was-of their prefent bad behaviour; and concluded,.with: 
affuring them, that. if they did not prefently amend, he certainly. would: 
reprefent their conduct to Colonel.Cive, and the reft of the army,.and: 
leave them behind him at Patna, They returned for: anfwer, that ‘‘ they. 
“ fhould look. upon the latter part of the difgrace as the moft defirable- 
** event that could. happen to them, fince they were perfuaded, that their. 
“¢ officers intention was to kill them in order to put their prize-rmoney-inta, 
“ their own pockets.” — The ferjeants told the. major,. there was nothing. 
new in thew prefent behaviour, for-that- they had been grumbling during - 
the whole expedition—The major, forry. to find-his remonftrances. had no. 
effect on. thefe fellows, wrote. a. letter ta Colonel. Ciive,. informing him,, 


#: One.of the moft convenient boats to be found in.this-comatry. / 
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tHiat if on his arrival at Patna he fhould find Mr. Law and his party were 1757. 
ftill within the bounds of the Nabod’s country, he then propofed to go on —~—~> 
in the. purfuic of them with only the Sepoys, leaving the Europeans (who 

in their prefent temper he thought could not be depended upon) to follow 

by eafy marches under the command of Captain Grant; and requefted his 

pofitive orders, whether if the Nadod’s forces refuled to accompany him, he 

fiould. with.the Sepoys only, purfue the French into the next province, 


On the 25th the major reached Bykulpoor, diftant from Bhar 10 Cofs, 
and there received a letter from Ramnarain, Nabob of Patna, expreffing his 
uneafinefs at net having had any letters from him, or more early advice of 
his arrival in his province; adding, that he had fent out fome of his prin- 
cipal men to meet him, and conduct him into the city, Soon after this, 
a relation of. the Rajab’s waited upon the major, who affured him, that 
Ramnarain had fent 2000 men after the French, but they. unluckily were 
gotten out of the province: This news was afterwards attempted to be con- 
firmed by a fecond: letter the major received from Ramnarain himtelf,. 
in which he declared, had he been advifed in time,. he could: eafily have 
{topped the French, but as that was now impracticable,. he would on. 
the major’s arrival in the city, confult with him about the beft methods. 
which were in future to be purfued. Major Coote anfwered, that he 
fhould be at Pama the next day, and would then wait upon him, and 
with his advice fettte his plan of operations. The Dutch chief was pleafed’ 
eo:fend his fecond, in the State Budgerow, to attend the major and con- 
duct him into the city. Mr.. Pearkes:alfe took this-opportunity. of waiting: 
upon him.. | 


On the 26th, Mr. Coote, having fent on the Sepoys and artillery by land,. 
put off with the fleet, and at ten, arrived at the Engli/b factory, where he 
quartered all the Europeans: and Sepoys: In paffing by the Dutch factory, 
he was faluted with 21 guns,.and hada vifit from Mr. Delatour the Dutch 
chief. Here a letter under the mafk of complaifance was brought.him from 
Ramnarain, the purport of which was to defire him, as the hour was 
Jate, and as the major could not but be greatly fatigued, that his vilic 
might be deferred till: the next. morning. 


But in the evening of the fame day,.as if intended to prevent all ami-- 
cable intercourfe, three of the major’s Sepoys and the European butcher with 
three of his attendants, bringingin fome bullocks from the * Bazar, were 
without. any provocation, knocked down,.beaten, and wounded. The major,. 
on his-being informed of this outrage, fent Mirza Kilbealy, to the Rajah to: 
complain of it ;- declaring, that until. he fhould:be informed what was the 
reafon for that treatment; he thought himfelf obliged to provide for his. 
qwn fafety: Ramuarain -plaufibly. anfwered, he. was-forry for what had hap-- 
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1757. pened, and fhould he Le fo fortunate as to find out the oe? — “ 
* ~— # would certainly fend them to the major to be punithed. n the 27¢ 
Major Coote wrote to Colonel Céve, informing him of the feveral. occur- 
rences, and of the Nabod’s declining ta fechim. After he had finifhed his let- 
ter, he vifited Mahmud Amt Khan (who, with many other men of diftineuifhed 
rank, though not in the corimand of a province, was commonly honoured 
with the title of Wabob) and Meer Cafim; the one the brother-in-law, and 
the other the brother of Jaffer A Khan: At night, both thefe gentlernen, 
attended by fome of the chief Yamedars, returned the major’s vifit, and 
had a conference with him in private. The fubftance of what Mahmud 
Ami Khan faid, touching the dependance the major ought to place on the 
friendfhip of Ramnarain, was to the following purport; ‘* that Rammnarain’s 
views were to make himfelf independant of the Soubabdar Meer Faffier, and 
that he had the night before been advifed in council to fall upon the 
major unawares, and cut off him and his whole party.” On the 28th: the 
major wrote to Colonel Clive, acquainting him with what he had learned 
from Nabob Mabmud Ami Khan, and again requefted his direétions, whe- 
ther he fhould follow Mr. Law into Sujab Dowlab’s country. He took 
this opportunity alfo of writing a complimentary letter to Nabob Jaffer Ali 
Khaa, on account of the affiftance which, by his Perwannabs, he intended 
to render him, though in reality they proved but of little fervice towards 
facilitating his expedition. Major Coote alfo now wrote a letter to the Nadob 
of Oude, Sujab Dowlab, requefting him not to allow the French to enter 
his dominions, but if they were already there, to feize and deliver them up 
into his hands, or at leaft to permit him to advance into his territories 
after them; and concluded with telling him, that he fhould expect an an- 
{wer at his arrival on the borders. 


The major finding, that his remonftrances to the foldiers on the 24th had 
very little weight, and that a tendency to mutiny ftill remained, now thought 
it neceffary to order a court martial, for the trial of the ring-leaders ; 30 of 
whom were fentenced to punifhment, which they received that afternoon ; 
by this timely feverity a total ftop was put. to any fuch diforders for the 
future among-the European troops. But on the 29th feveral of the major’s. 
Dandies, Bazar, and black fervants deferted; and the Sepeys when they. 
were paraded to march off, grounded their arms to a man, and refufed to 
go any farther. .They complained bitterly of the great fatigues they had 
already gone through, the immenfe ditance they were now removed from 
their families, the promifes that had been made them at Madra/s, that they 
fhould go no farther than Cakutta, which afterwards were changed to 
Chandernagore, then to Muxadabad, and that now they faw no period ‘to 
their marching: They complained alfo that they had not received their 
juft pay. The major; having ineffeGtually endeavoured by fair words and 
promifes to prevail on them again to take up their arms, pointed out to 
them the ill confequences which muft neceffarily arife to themfelves from 
their prefent procedure: As, that they were then furrounded by the Rajab’s 

: troops, 
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troops, whom they had no reafon to look upon as well affeted towards 195%, 
them; that by thus quitting their arms they were of courfe rendered in- ~~ 
capable of ‘defending themfelves; and if no greater misfortune happened to 

them, they might be fure of being plundered of what little they had, befides 
forfeiting all the prize-money which was ftill due to them: but if thefe ree 
prefentations had no weight with them, they were at liberty to go, where- 

ever they thought proper, as he had already provided men to take up thofe 

arms which they fo fhamefully abandoned. This operated fo effectually upon 

them, that they immediately refumed their arms, and confented to march. 

He then ordered the artillery and Sepeys to march by land to the Engh/@ gar- 
dens at Baukypoor, 3 Cofs N. W. of Patna, and the European foldiers to 
embark, and proceed thither by water. Before he himfelf fet off from 
Patna, he was again cautioned by Mahmud Ami Khan to be diffident of 
Ramnarain and thofe troops of his which were to accompany him, who, 

he affured the major, would be of no fervice to him; and then put him 

in mind of the incivility and infult with which the major and his people 

had been treated by this Nadod. : | 


On the 30th Major Coofe halted at the gardens; and fpent the whole day 
in adjufting his boats, ordering the Bazar, paying his men, and preparing 
every thing for his march. He fummoned alfo the four captains who were 
under him, to a council of war, and having laid before them two letters he 
had received from Colonel C#ve of the 14th and 17th of July, directing 
him to purfue Mr. Law as far as he poffibly could; he obferved to them, 
that they had now proceeded beyond Patna, and that he had. received 
pofitive intelligence, Mr. Law was now a day’s march out of the pro- 
vince, and encamped in that of Sujab Dowlah, he therefore put the quef- 
tion, whether they thought tt poffible that the detachment under his com- 
mand, could go on with the fame expedition as they had hitherto done. 
It was unanimoufly thought impoffible, for the following reafons. 1{t. Be- 
caufe the Sepoys had already laid down their arms on account of the great 
fatigue they had undergone in their long march to Patna, and had been 
prevailed on with much difficulty to take them up again. adly, Becauic 
of the difcontent that reigned among the Europeans, the defertion of the 
Dandies and black fervants, and the very great difficulty which was daily 
experience! of getting others in their room. The council however were 
unanimoufly of opinion, that they fhould ftill proceed in the beft manner they 
could, though by eafier marches, in purfuit of Mr. Law.@ 


On the gift of u/y, the detachment left Baukypoor-gardens, and came 
to Dunapoor, diftant 3 Co/s. From hence the major difpatched three /ir- 
cars, ordering them to go on "till they reached the French camp, and then. 
bring him all the intelligence they could learn. One of the three, was ordered 
to make the beft of his way back to the major, as {oon as they could pro- 
cure any information onthe road that might be depended upon. On the ift 


of uguft, the troops reached Munerg, a place belonging to RA ese 
ituated: 
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1757. fituated at the conflux of the Soa and Ganges; where Moatendeg informed 
teonyomead’ Major Coote, that on his arrival at the town, Ayat Kéax, who commanded 
Ramuarain’s txoops there, had-fent him word, that neither he nor his peo- 
ple thould ‘enter it, or go into the Bazar, for if they did, he would put 
them: all to death. Lieutenant Kinch alfo, who marched with the artillery, 
remarked, that the inhabitants of the villages through which they had 
paffed thar day, (and which belonged to Ramuarain) were all armed ; the 
fajor on this ordered the Sepoys to encamp in the plain by the river’s fide; 
he likewife took care to reinforce the picquet, and pointed the artillery 

towards the town. _— 


On the 2d, all the foldiers and Sepoys were ordered to embark, with the 
guns, tumbrils, &c. and with the affiftance of as many La/cars as could 
be gotten on beard, to crofs the Soam and Ganges in order to their being 
conveyed to Chuprah. The bullocks, the remaining part of the La/cars, 
Marmutty-men, and a Famedear with 26 Sepoys, together with the Bazar- 
people, were direéted to march by land, till they got oppofite to ry abe 
and Pheroofing (an officer of Ramnarain’s) undertook to get them all ferried 
over the river in three days time. The reft of the party arrived at Chuprab 
the fame night, and were lodged in the large falt-petre Godowns or ftore- 
houfes, and the factory-houfe. Here the major learnt, that Mr. Law had 
Jeft that place 17 days before, and was now at Banaras. Late at night, 
Pheroofing came to him, and told him, that he muft be very cautious how 
he proceeded, for that his mafter Remnerain had fent a great man to him 
yefterday, to defire the major not to think of going any farther than 
Maunere, and with the moft pofitive injunctians to his awn troops not to 
proceed a ftep beyond that place: On which account, Pero taking it 
for granted that the majar would immediately return to Parag, had ftopped 
the bullocks, &c. on the road; the major however infifted on their join- 
ing him, and Pheroofng promifed that they fhould be with him the next 


clay 


On the 3d, Major Coote was joined by the Lafcars, bullocks, &c. agree- 
able to the promife given him by Pheropfng ; he then examined that of- 
ficer concerning what number of troops Remnareis had on the fame fide 
of the river he ‘now was, who affured him, that there were none of any 
kind whatever; by which circumftance, the reader will eafily judge con- 
cerning the affiftange which the major had to expect from this Nadod. 


The next day, the major fummoned his officers to another council of war, 
when he laid before them the intelligence received from the three Hircars, 
whom he had difpatched from Bawkypoor-gardens, “ That they had gone 
quite up to Baxaras, where the French arrived 13 days before; that five of 
their gentlemen had waited upon the Rajah Bulwanjing to rot cn this protec- 


tion, who had granted them an old ruinous fort, about 2 Co/s on this fide the 
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town, by the rivers fide; that fome of their men ftaid in the fort, and 1757: 
fome on board the boats; that the Rajab had difpatched letters to Sujab 
Dowlah, acquainting him, that the Fresch who had fled from the Patna 
confines were now with him, and defired his permiffion to continue there ; 
that Suja Dowlab now refided at Luchnow, 100 Co/s from Banaras, and that 
the French propofed entering into his fervice; that Rajah Bulwanfing, had 
4000 men encamped in huts clofe to Banaras; that Phafel Ali Khan, Nabobd 
of Gangypour, with whom the French had ftaid two days, was marching with 
3000 men, and had advanced 6 Cofs towards the borders of his diftrict ; 
and that troops were aflembling on all fides on the news of the approach of 
the Englifo.—Finally, that the roads, they the Hircars came over, were 
very bad, with water in them as high as their middle ; that there were three 
rivers to pafs over, that the current near Banaras was very ftrong; and that 
the French artillery was not yet landed.” The major defired them to give 
their opinions, whether it was advifable to proceed any farther in purfuic 
of Mr. Law and his party? And they unanimoufly refolved, that i was 
not, for the following reafons. ‘* Becaufe, we apprehend the French would 
not have prefumed to remain fo long as they have at Banaras, but have 
continued their route up the country, unlefs they had been very fure of 
being protected by Sujab Dowlab, and the other neighbouring powers ,; and 
with his protection, we have not the leaft reafon to expeét to fucceed 
at this feafon of the year again{ft them, fince we are in want of boats to carry 
the Sepoys up the river ; and the depth of water on the roads, and the thre: 
rivers we have to pafs, is fuch as to render it impoffible for us to march them 
by land ; not to mention the diftrefs we are fure of fuffering in an enemy’s 
country, through want of provifions for the foldiers, and of Dandies; or the 
many bad confequences that may enfue from engaging ourfelves, and the 
Nabob Meer Faffier, at this juncture, in difputes with the neighbouring 
princes.” 


The next queftion, was, whether they had better remain where they were, 
or return to Patna, and there expect the colonel’s farther orders? The coun- 
cil, without one diffenting voice, agreed, that it was moft expedient, and 
indeed, abfolutely neceffary, to return to Patna; efpecially as the furgeon had 
reprefented, that the men fell fick apace, owing in a great meafure, as he 
apprehended, to the ground of the quarters they were now in, being prodi- 
cioufly impregnated with Salt-petre. Befides it appeared that the arrack 
which had been fent for the ufe of the foldiers, was entirely expended, and 
no frefh fupply could be gotten in their prefent fituation. lee 


This night, two deferters came in from Petera (a town 14 miles north 
from Chuprab) who informed the major, thatthe Rajab of that place, Dun- 
feram, was collecting forces, and every day people were joining him from 
the north, and that he had already with him about 3000 horfe, 1500 foot, 
and four pieces of cannon; upon which Major Coote again queftioned 


Pheroofing on politics, who, after many equivocations, confefled, that a 
Lo fevera 


[ 170 ] | 

057 * feveral Rajab’s of the country, after the death of Serajab Dowlab, thought 
themfelves no longer obliged to pay the balance of the revenues to Nateb 
Japfier Ah Khan, but infifted on a Furkutey or full difcharge being granted 
them, for which purpofe they were affembling troops, and taking every other 
meafure to prevent anv demand being made upon them. On the 5th Major 
Coote fent one of his * Chuddars to Rajah Dunferam, defiring to know his 
reafons for collecting troops, with orders to difmifs them immediately, af- 
furing him that if he refufed to do it, he would inftantly march, and attack 
him with his forces.—The next day the Chubdar returned from Dunferam 
with the following anfwer ; That the troops, he had been affembling, were 
intended for his own fecurity ; but that on his receiving the major’s orders 
he had difmiffed them all. He apologized at the fame time for not waiting 
upon the major, by faying he was not well, but that he had fent his Vacqueel 
to make his compliments. Major Caste however excufed himfelf from fee- 
ing this meffenger. 


On the 11th one Denautkhan, who was Gomaftah or agent for an Armenian 
black merchant named Coja Wazeed, an agent to the governor and’ council 
at Calcutta, complained to the major, that the Dutch fecond was about to 
take the falt-petre out of his Godowmns by force, which he had prepared for 
the Englj/; upon this intelligence Major Coote immediately fent, and pre- 
vented it, 


Soon after, he received a letter from Colonel Clive, with an order that 
he fhould fupport the black agents employed by the governor and council, 
for collecting the company’s falt-petre, againft any perfon whatever who 
fhould offer to obftruct them; which obliged the major to give out the 
following order. | 


Major Eyre Coote, commander of the united troops of England, and thofe- 
of Nabob Fafier Ali Khan, in the expedition. to Patna: To all whom 
it may concern. 


WHEREAS the falt-petre belonging to Caja Afbruff is. collected and 
provided for the Eagli/s company; let no perfon touch it, or interrupt him 
in expediting the faid falt-petre——Moreover, if any perfons have feized or 
carried off any of it without his confent, let it be immediately returned 
to him by thofe who have it in their poffeffion, as they will anfwer the 


contrary. 
. EYRE COOTE.. 
Given at Patna the 15th of 4uguf, 1757.. 
| Joun JoHNsTonNeE,, Secretary: 


“ An attendant, whofe office is to carry meflages and proclaim the approach of vifitors, 
Se. literally a Staff-bearer ; {0 called from the ftaff of wood, (or filver, according to the rank 
of his mafter) which he carries in his hand. | 

| Here,, 
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Here, the major and Mr. Fobnftone, knowing of what confequence 175>, 
the article of falt-petre had ever been, and always muft be, as well to Lae preted 
the Exgli/b nation in general, as the Eaft India company in particular, had 
ever fince their entering this province, (which is well known to be by way 
of eminence she country in which falt-petre is manufactured) made it their 
bufinefs in their leifure hours, to acquire a competent knowledge of this 
important branch of commerce. And as it appeared to them, that by alter- 
ing the prefent mode of collecting it, much greater profits would arife to 
the company than what they had hitherto experienced, the major thought 
proper to convey the particulars to the governor and council at Calcutta, 
through the military channel. And fome time afterwards, the major and 
Mr. ‘fobnjftone {till ftrongly impreffed with the idea of its being highly necef- 
fary, that this bufinefs fhould be ferioufly attended to below, they agreed, 
that Mr. Fobnftone fhould in his own name write to the governor and council, 
in a yet more circumftantial manner, pointing out the ways and tmeans by 
which, if ftrictly carried into execution, the company could not avoid 
making very confiderable advantages, and at the fame time be enabled to 
fupply government with falt-petre at a much lower price than ever before. 
Doubtlefs, due attention was foon paid to thefe falutary reprefentations ; 
and the good effects of the major’s and Mr. Fobnffone’s enquiries and 
reports, have for many years paft been happily experienced in this king- 
dom. | 


On the 13th, the major embarked the European troops, artillery, and 
Sepoys. Pheroofing, finding by this manoeuvre the major was determined to 
march that day to Patna, feenied very uneafy, and framed many excufes 
to prevent his going ; but when he perceived that he could not prevail, he 
begged of him not to credit the feveral reports which had been propagated 
againft his mafter Ramnarain;, and concluded with afking the major, whether 
he would have Hyatt Khan ordered with his troops into the city; but this 
Mr. Coote would by no means admit of. The major arrived the fame night 
at Patna, and no fooner fet foot in the city, but he fent for Nabob Ami 
Khan, and after reading him a letter, as he was directed to do, which he 
had received from Colonel Clive, at Muxadabad, he defired him to give 
his opinion of the prefent fituation of affairs in general; and demanded 
of him in particular how many troops there were in and about the city, 
fc, &fc. The major was now furrounded with a variety of political objects , 
indeed he had fo nice and difficult a part to aét, as called for the utmoft 
exertion of all his abilities. We have feen, that Meer Faffer’s authority as 
Soubabdar, had hardly reached even the fouthern confines of this province, 
when the major entered it with his little detachment, otherwiie fo many com- 
plaints of the want of boats, Dandies, €%c. would not have been made. 
Cool, nay even unfavourable, was the reception given to the major by Ram- 
narain at his entering Paina; outraces were offered by this Nadod’s 
people to the Sepeys and butchers —s to the army; the council ie 
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1757 by the Nabob on the fubjeét of the major and his party, was hoftile; 
-~——~/ the intelligence given by Meer Faffer’s two brothers, (whom the major 
had received orders to confult and act in concert with) concerning the 
aim of Ramnarain, to make himfelf independant of the Sudebdar, was 
corroborated by almoft every other poffible circumftance, in the behavi- 
our of Ramnarain himfelf; befides the preparation for war in the gar- 
rifon of Mongheer, and the levying troops in almoft every different part 
of the country: add to thefe particulars, that Meer Jafier’s two brothers 
had from time to time acquainted the Soubabdar of the uncertain tenure 
by which he held even his nominal dignity in the Patna country. Meer. 
Fafier, actuated by refentment towards Rammarain, and being in dread of 
his power and machinations, (encouraged alfo by the affurances fent him 
from his two brothers, that it would be an eafy matter for them, aided 
by the major, to depofe Ramnarain,) fometimes feemed refolved that an 
attack fhould be made on the palace, and that Rammarain fhould be treated 
as a difaffected perfon to his government. At other times, moved by polli- 
tical caution and timidity, he would contradiét the orders, which but 
juft before he had refolved fhould be vigoroufly carried into execu- 
tion. — Thefe inconftant refolutions, could not but make the fituation 
of the Englifh commander. extremely unpleafant. At length, after hav- 
ing maturely confidered the inftructions he had at different times re- 
ceived from Colonel Clive, and the ftate of the Nadod’s affairs in this pro- 
vince, the major concluded, thatif by the ftrength of his reafons, and the 
influence of his arms, he could convince Rammnarain that it was as con- 
fiftent with his intereft, as it was with his duty, for him to lay afide all am- 
bitious views, and peaceably fubmit himfelf to him who was now become 
Soubabdar of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa, the gaining fo material a point 
could not but terminate in the peace and happinefs of the provinces in 
general, as well as the intereft of the contending powers in parti- 
cular. He reflected, that could he but accomplifh this defirable end, 
he had the ftrongeft reafon to believe, ic would afford great pleafure to 
Colonel C/ve the commander in chief, and redound to the honour and 
advantage of his own country, befides the enjoyment of unfpeakable 


fatisfaction, which fuch happy fruits muft undoubtedly afford to his own 
mind. 


Thus actuated, he generoufly laid afide, and nobly fubdued in his breaft 
every emotion of refentment for the indignities and outrage that had been 
offered to his own perfon, and the troops under his immediate command ;. 
and then conveyed his friendly fentiments and difpofition to Ramnarain, 
through the channel of Pbersofing: and he had the addrefs to convince 
that 4fatic politician of the fincerity of his profeffions, who, in confequence, 
at Jait appeared truly defirous of having an interview with the major. 
Accordingly on the 15th, accompanied by moft of his officers, and Mr. 
Pearkes, Mr. Coote waited upon him in a full Durbar, where he was treatect 


politely, 
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politely, and received the uiual compliment of a dreis or veft, and a 
orfe. 


The next day, the major had a conference with Pheroofing, to whom he 
urged the abfolute neceffity there was for his mafter’s {wearing allegiance in 
a public manner to Meer Jaffer; and they parted after agreeing that Pherecf- 
ing fhould communicate the major’s propofal to the Nabed. On the 20th, 
Pheroofing came to the major, and faid that his matter having fomething of 
importance to communicate to hun, would be glad to fee him at any time 
that was moft convenient to himfelf, but intreated that no mention of this 
vifit might be made to Meer Cafim untill it was paft, to which requeft Mr. 
Coote readily confented, and promifed to wait on the Rajah the next morn- 
ing. Accordingly on the 21ft the major went to Ramnarain, and f{erioufly 
talked to him on the fubject of his duty and public fubmiffion. After 
a great deal of confidential difcourfe had pafied, the Naded declared, 
that, provided his life, honour, and ftation were fecured to him on the 
faith of the Engl, as well as the folemn promifes of the Soubabder, he 
was ready to take the oath propofed;, and if the major would fay that he 
would be accountable for the fame, he would tmmediately do it in a full 
Durtar. The major replied, that he would engage, as far as in him lay, 
fo long as he fhould prove faithful and juft to the Soubabdar in every 
branch of his duty ; to this Ramuarain rejoined, that this he moft certainly 
ever would; and then propofed as a proof of his fincerity, that he meht be 
allowed immediately to fummon a.Duréar, and requefted the major to fena 
for Mabmud Ami Khan, Meer Caffim, and fuch Enghfh officers as he thought 
proper, to be witnefies of the ceremony.—Mr. Cocte, with great delicacy 
declined the Kajah’s offer, and begged that he would not think of doing tt 
jut at that time, becaufe he was cefirous it jhould appear to be entirely his 
own voluntary act, advifing him to weigh the fubjeét maturely with his 
friends, and if they approved of his doing it, and he continued in the 
Jame refolution the next day, he then would wait upon him again. On 
the 22d, the major received a meffage from the Rajah, defiring that he 
would come to him, accompanied by Mahmud Amt Khan, Meer Cafim, 
and as many others as” he thought proper. Accordingly Mr. Coote 
waited upon him in the evening in full Durbar, where Kamnarain per- 
formed his promife to him, by {wearing allegiance to Meer Fafier Ali Khan , 
_and a few days after, the major wrote a letter to the Soubabdar, acquainting 


him with the fteps he had taken towards fettling his affairs in this pare 


of the country. 


On the 23d Mr. Coote received a very polite anfwer to the letter he 
had written to Sujah Dowlah, Nabcb of Oude, which affured him of his 
attachment to the Exgij/b; and that if the French had not marched out of his 
dominions before the receipt of the major’s letter, he certainly fhould have 
made it his bufinefs to have fecured them, and afterwards to have ie 
them 
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1757+ them up into his hands. But on the 26th, notwithftanding thefe profeffions 
of friendfhip on the part of Sujab Dowlab, the major received certain intelli- 
gence, that the French ftill continued in his province; and on the 2gth, 
he received a letter from Mr. Pearkes, reprefenting the ill ufage he and 
his people had met with from Cojah Abruff’s Peons, and requefting - 
him to fend a party to his affiftance, as he was really in danger of 
lofing his life. Mr. Coote on the receipt of this letter, immediately 
wrote to Cojah Afbruff, ordering him to wait upon Mr. Pearkes, and 
deliver up to him thofe people who had ufed him ill, otherwife that he 
would go himielf, and find them out. The major wrote alfo to 
Mr. Pearkes, and communicated the contents of this letter, and added, 
that if there was a neceffity, he would march immediately to his affif- 
tance. 


On the 1ft of September, Mr, Coote received an order from Major Kilpatrick, 
who then commanded the army at Muxadabad, to return thither with his whole 
detachment; and the next morning he began to put thofe orders in execu- 
tion, by fending off the train of artillery, bullocks, and La/fcars, under the 
efcort of a Yamedar, and 19 Sepoys, who were to march over land.—On 
the qth, he fent to the Rajah, requefting him to haften the boats, and 
the other things which were neceffary for his departure. — On the 7th 
the troops were embarked; but from their not being provided with a 
{uficient number of boats, there was a neceffity for crouding a large 
party of Sepoys into one, by which the Chuppar, or upper flight deck, 
broke down, killed one man, and wounded 10 more, — That night the 
detachment arrived at Futwab.— On the 8th they left Futwah, but the 
major finding himfelf greatly indifpofed, was obliged to give up the command 
to Captain Grant. —On the 13th they* arrived fafe ar Muxadabad, where 
Mr. Coote received orders from Colonel C/:ve to go down to Chandernagore, 
with the kings troop’s, a company of Swi/s, and 200 Sepoys; but as 
he {till continued very i], he was under a neceffity of remaining at 
Cafimbuzar for a tew days, and Captain Gaupp went down with the 
detachment. 


Such was the end of Mr. Coote’s, then, uncommon expedition; which, 
though it did not fucceed as to its principal object, “* the capture of Mr. 
Law and his party,” yet was attended with great advantages to his country 
in general, and to the Faft India company in particular. For befides his 
obliging Kamnarain, the moft powerful Rajah of the country, to the very 
humiliating circumftance of fwearing allegiance to Meer Faffier, he likewife 
Jaid open the interior ftate of the northern provinces; and in conjunction 
with Mr. Fobnftone, gave the company a confiderable infight into the falr- 
petre bufinefs, from which branch of trade fuch advantages have fince 
accrued to the public. I muft take the liberty to add alfo, that through 
the whole expedition, it fully appears, he did all the fervice that was in his 
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power to do, and fhewed himfelf in every refpect a brave and active officer. 
In a word, the uncommon fpirit, refolution, and perfeverance he manifefted 
upon this occafion, may be jultly looked upon as fome of the firft fruits of 
thofe military talents, which afterwards fhone with fuch luitre in the 
defeat of Mr. Lally at the battle of Wandewafb, and in the reduction 


“8 oo by which the French power in India, was totally annihi- 
ated *. 


* The capture of Monf. Law was referved to be accomplifhed by Major, fince Bripadier 
General, Carnac, who, on the fame day (15th Yanuary 1761) that Pondicherry capitulated, 
obtained a complete and decifive victory over S4ah-zaaah, the prefent Mogul, or king of dr- 


doftan. Monf. Law and a party of French, who had joined the Royal Standard, were taken 


pee on the field of battle, and the prince a very few weeks after the action, furrendered 
imfelf ta the major. 
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Admiral Watfon’s ficknefs and death: His charafier. — Admiral Pocock 
fucceeds Mr. Wation in the command of the fquadron.—Defcription of the 
Argill,—and of the Arica, Chulta, Mango, Tatoon, and Ruffa trees.— 
Account of coins at Bengal. 


ENGAL had but juft beheld the funfhine of peace and profperity, 
when an event took place which overcaft the whole province: an 
event to me, interefting beyond expreffion, and which was confidered by 
all, as a public calamity. —-—Mr. Wat/on during the whole time of his ftay 
in India, had been more or lefs fubject to overflowings of the bile, which 
brought on either flight fevers, or griping in the bowels; but both thefe 


complaints had been always carried off by fweats or ftools. Bleeding 


was more than once tried as a relief, but by experience we found that his 
conftitution could not well bear it, efpecially in hot weather; as lownefs of 


{pirits and want of ftrength were always fure to attend the operation. 


Friday, the 12th of Auguft, Captain Martin paid the admiral an occafional 


vifit at his country-houfe, and found him a little indifpofed: upon the cap- 
tain’s coming away, the admiral defired him to tell me, that if I took an 
airing that evening, he fhould be glad to fee me. I went foon after I 


received the meflage, and was concerned to find him much more indifpofed 
than ever before, with laflitude, univerfal uneafinefs, and a ftrong difpofi- 
tion to vomit; the pulfe was low and feeble, his fkin hot and dry. I ad- 


vifed him immediately to take an emetic; he did; the medicine operated 
well, and prefently produced a moifture on the fkin, which feemed greatly 


to relieve him. I recommended his drinking plentifully of fherbet, which 
promoted a fine perfpiration all the night, and the next morning we all 
thought him better; his fkin however ftill continued hot, and his pulfe 
was too quick: He was reftlefs alfo, and as the heat of the day increafed, 
fo did his reftleffnefs. I therefore gave him fome faline draughts, and 


-ordered:a clyfter to be adminiftered. In the evening he became cool and 


much eafier, and was in good fpirits. All this night his perfpiration con- 
tinued, and he flept with great compofure. 
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In the morning of the 14th, he was almoft free of complaint; his fkin 
was temperate, and his pulfe more regular and ftrong. He defired me to 
read fome fetters, which were juft then brought to him ina packet from 
governor Pigot. They related chiefly to the conduct of Admiral Brag, 
and the changes which had happened in the miniftry: he rcfleed, ‘and 
reafoned much on the uncertain bafis on which-an officer’s character ftands, 
and concluded with obferving how much more hazardous it was for him to 
err on the cautious, than the defperate fide. He afterwards ordered me 
to go to the hofpital *, and fend out Mr. Bevis to be with him in my ab- 
fence. This gentleman had been furgeon of the B/aze, but was now one of 
my affiftants, and enjoyed a great fhare of the admiral’s favour.—With the 
heat of the day Mr. Watfon grew again very hot, but in the evening I had the 
pleafure to find him cool and temperate, and much better in every refpeét. 
[ repeated again the clyfter, and obferving a great deal of bile to come 
away in his ftools, and that his eyes were a little yellow; to the faline 
draughts (of which he took one every two hours) I added fix grains of 
rhubarb, with a view of increafing the number of his ftools, and by that 
way carrying off the bile. Acidulated eruels, chicken-water, and whey, 
were his food. 


I vifited him early the next morning; Mr. Bevis informed me of the ad- 
miral’s having had a good night; and Mr. Wat/on himfelf added, that he was 
almoft well. I thought fo too, and in great fpirits left him to return to the 
hofpital, leaving directions with Mr. Bevis to purfue the fame courfe of medi- 
cines, not doubting but that a few more evacuations by ftool, and the gentle 
perfpiration he was then in, weuld by the evening quite free him from all com- 
plaints. But this was the moft fultry day I ever experienced in Jndia; nota 
breath of air was there for many hours; both man and beaft, and the very 
towls of the air, fo fenfibly felt it, that fome of each {pecies fell down dead. 


My deareft friend Admiral Watfon, I may truly fay, loft his life by ir. 
At 11 o’clock he complained much of exceffive heat, and the want of 
cool air; and though every door and window in the houfe were thrown 
wide open, he. had no relief. His heat now increafed, his pulfe became 
feeble, and his head confufed. Mr. Bevis about noon ient me an account Of 
this alarming change. I hurried away. to his houfe, carrying with me three 
blifters, one for the back, and two for the arms, which I put on imme 
diately. I repeated the clyfter, and with the approbation of Mr. Thomas, 
and one of the moft experienced practitioners in the country, I gave him a 
proper quantity of Dr. Fames’s powders. It operated well by gentle vomiting 
and purging, and brought away a pet quantity of bile. His head however 
ftill- grew worfe, and a fleepinefs followed ; a blifter was then applied to the 


* In the latter part of July and the beginning of Augu/, ficknefs increafed fo much among us, 
that upwards of 600 men were fent to the hofpital. - Their diforders were chiefly putrid fevers, 


fluxes, &Jc. 
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1757, head, and ftimulating poultices to the feet. The room was alfo fumigated 
with lemons and vinegar, but alas! all wasto no purpofe, for on Tue/day the 
16th, between 8 and g in the morning, to our unfpeakable grief, he died ; 
and a putrefaction came on to fuch a degree, that in a few hours, the 
body was in an entire ftate of corruption. ....” 


The next day, his corpfe was buried at Calcutta, attended to the grave, 
by Admiral Pocock, by all the captains, and by almoft every officer and 
feaman of the fquadron. Colonel Céve too, and as many gentlemen from 
the army as could poffibly be fpared, attended on this melancholy occafion. 
Many French gentlemen alfo (who through the fortune of war were his pri- 
foners) and feveral thoufands of Armenians and Indians followed him to his 
grave; nor was there, I believe, an individual among them all, that did 
not fhed a tear, or give fome other mark of unfeigned forrow. In a word, 
no man ever lived more efteemed, or died more regretted than Admiral 

Watfon. Avoluntary univerfal mourning, difplayed in fome degree the deep 
» fenfe which the fleet, army, and fettlement, had of his merit. 


The Apmrirat, was the fon of Dottor Fobu Watfon, prebendary of Weft- 
minfter and rector of Caftle-Camps in the county of Cambridge; his mother 
was half-fiftter to Sir Charles Wager, admiral of the white, and firft lord 
commiffioner of the admiralty. Mr. Wat/on was born in the year 1714; and 
loft his father when he was but nine years old; his uncle Sir Charles Wager 
continued him at the academy where his father had placed him, and anno 
1727 he entered him at the age of 15, in the navy. In the year 1734 he 
was made a lieutenant, and February 14, 1737, he became a poft captain, 
being appointed commander of the Garland of 20 guns. 


In the feveral line of battle fhips he afterwards commanded, Captain Wat- 
fon Inghly diftinguifhed himfelf, particularly in the action of the 3d of May 
1747, when even the /rench admiral made the moft honourable mention of 
his fhip (the Princefs Louifa) and a few others, in the account he fent to his 
court of that memorable engagement. In the action which followed that 
Jame year, when Sir Edward Hawke commanded in chief; Captain Watfon 
manifefted the fame gallantry as in the preceding one, and the 12th of May 
1748, ‘as areward for his merit,” (to ufe the very words of Lord Anfon) 
he was raifed to the rank of rear-admiral of the blue, and fent with fome 
fhips to Cape Breton. 


On the conclufion of the war, he retired into the country, till he was 
fixed upon as commander of the king’s fhips at Plymouth, where he con- 
tinued a fhort time, and was then, as before related, appointed to the com- 
mand of the fquadron deftined for the Eaft Indies. 


The admiral was handfome in his perfon, and had a manly commanding 
countenance. His temper, though naturally warm, was exceedingly good, 
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and his difpofition extremely humane. His manners were eafy and polite ; 
he was a lover of temperance and fobriety, though he made no fcruple at his 
own table occafionally to promote a free circulation of the olafs; and his fenti- 
ments were generous and noble. Few men, who, like Mr. Wat/on, had been 
taken from ichool at fo early a period of life, excelled him in epiftolary 
writing; he ftudied men and things more than books, and was confeffedly 
quick and happy in finding out real characters. He liked, and loved the 
honeft man, but detetted the hypocrite——Though firm in his refolutions, 
he was ever open to conviction, and whenever he thought the public fervice 
would be benefited by any advice he had privately received, he would be 
{ure to carry it into execution, and after fuccefs had attended it, to declare 
publicly to whofe counfel that fuccefs was owing. 


He carried about him the fureft mark of bravery, as well as delicacy ; 
for notwithftanding he was well known to have frequently diftinguifhed him- 
felf in battle, yet thefe engagements were never the chofen topics of his 
converfation ; and if by others they were at any time introduced, he was fure 


not to dwell on thofe circumftances which in the eye of the world reflected 


honour on himfelf.—In his public, as well as private charaéter, he ever 
fhewed a proper regard for the religion of his country ; was never abfent from 
divine worfhip on board his own fhip, and was remarkable for fhewing due 
refpect to the clergy in general, and to the chaplain of his own fhip in par- 
ticular: if at any time indeed their conduct was inconfiftent with the duty 
_of their office, he then became cold and indifferent towards them. 


In fine ; it may be truly faid of Admiral Wat/on, that he was a kind and 
faithful hufband, an affectionate father, a fincere friend, and a good citizen. 
His integrity, bumamity, generofity, and difintereftednefs* of heart were fuch, 


* This part of the admiral’s chara&ter was very apparent even in an early part of his life, 
and which was made known to the public by a fea-oficer in 1744, ina book entided, ‘A nar- 
rative of the proceedings of his majefty’s fleet in the Mediterranean ;” the following 18 an ex- 
tract from it. ‘* The fame day the Dragen, Captain Charles Watfon, unexpedtcdly came to 
Hieres, which fhip had been lately employed in feveral cruizes, between Toulen and Gibraltar ; 
and in confequence of her orders was to have cruifed fometime off Cadiz, and then to have 
proceeded to Li/bon, where the captain was fure of the benefit of 800 Moidores freight money 5 
but the moment he heard of the preparations of the enemy, and the likelihood of their 
cpming out to fea, he made no hefitation. The alluring advantages of atr'p to Liflcn, (the 
darling withes of the captains in his majefty’s fect) with a profpeét of catching an immenfe 
fortune, on a ftation extremely envied and fought after, did not weigh with hin, when thofe 
purfuits were incompatible with the fervice of his king and country. But from the moft difin- 
fereficd motive, without orders, he, with the utmoft expedition joined the fleet at Hieres, where- 
by this gentleman poffibly loft that confiderable prize which was taken by the Seleday, to the 
value of 300,000]. ; for at that time ke would have been on the very ftation, and the Solebay 
probably, either at Gitralrar bay, or protecting our trade in the Gur from the Spani/ pri- 
vateers. A demonftration of his choofing perfonal poverty in preference of riches, when the 
true intereft of his country called upon him. Such an ardent zeal, fuch juft and unbiaffed 
fentiments, fo uncommon, nay, withcut an example in the navy, cannot but raife our admira- 
tion to the higheft pitch, and infpire us with the moft fervent wifhes for the happinels of fo 
much real merit, which cannot be rewarded with too much diftinétion, or public acknow- 


ledgment.”’ 
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as to become almoft proverbial among the natives, as well as the Europe ans 
Sig in the Eaft Indies, and for every one of his fuccefsful enterprizes,. 
he rendered from the heart praifes to him who alone giveth the victory. 


The admiral married in 1748, the eldeft daughter of Yobn Francis Buller; 
E{q;. of Morval in the county of Cornwall, and left behind him one fon, 
the prefent Sir Charles H’atfon, and two daughters. On the fon, the late 
king conferred the title of baronet, in honour of his father; and the Eaf 
India company, in gratitude for the great and effectual fervices the admiral. 
rendered to them, have erected to his memory a monument in Wefminfter- 
Mbbey. 


Admiral Pocock fucceeded to the command of the fquadron: he, and the: 
brave, honeft, deceafed admiral, had lived for many years in the moft perfect. 
amity ; and notwithftanding Mr. Pocock’s importance in this part of the world. 
was greatly heightened by the death of his friend, yet 1 am perfuaded he 
was as thoroughly concerned for him, and as much lamented his lofs, as any 
ane gentleman in the {quadron *, 


Soon after the interment of Mr. Wai/oz, Admiral Pocock affembled all 
the officers who had been particularly dependant on his predecefior, and. 
affured them,. that he was their fellow-fufferer in the death of the admiral,. 
whofe memory he muft always have in the higheft efteem, and that he fhould 
think himfelf peculiarly happy in ferving thofe whom Mr. Watfon had dif-. 
tinguiffied by his more immediate patronage. He repeatedly defired us all 
to reft fatisfied with the fincerity of this affurance; and told Mr. Watfon’s. 
lieutenants in particular, that if they chofe to continue abroad with him, he: 
would take them all, as vacancies fhould happen, on board his own fhip, 
and promote each of them in turn, in preference to any other recommenda-. 
tion. Almoft all thefe gentlemen did continue under his command, and. 
were afterwards accordingly raifed by the admiral to the rank of poft-cap-. 
tains.’ Mr. Pocock had no fooner taken the fupreme command of the fqua- 
dron, than a bufy.fcene opened to his view; it was introduced by the fol- 
lowing letter from Commodore James. . 


— To George Pocock, Efg, &c. &c.. 
S1 Ry. 

IT HAVE the honour to advife you of my arrival off Ingelee at 5 o’clock' this: 
evening ; having been difpatched to join you with all poffible expedition by 
Captain Townley of his majefty’s fhip Triton. We were cruizing off Fort St. 


* In the month of Ofcber 1457, the fervice fuftained another confiderable lofs, by the death | 
of Major Kilpatrick, who befides being-a brave and experienced officer, was a conftant mediator. 
whenever differences fubfifted in the fettlement. Of the 250 foldiers who came with him in. 
Auguft 1756 from Madraft, only 5 furvived their commander, and thefe were now by repeated 
ficknefs emaciated to the greateft degree. . 


1, David, . 
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David, but on the 8th inftant were both forced from that ftation by the 1757. 
fudden and unexpected arrival of a French fleet, which by failing better —~— 
than either of us, put us in the moft imminent danger of being taken. They 

all anchor’d at Pondicherry that day at noon, but as they approached us faft,. 

(and with fuch an apparent profpect of coming up with us) I imagine 

they would not have left off chace, but for the apprehenfion of being car- 

ried to leeward of their port. I had an opportunity of making the following 
remarks upon the fleet.— The commanding fhip was the neareft but one, with 

a St..George’s flag at the fore-top-maft head; I counted, and with great cer- 

tainty, fifteen lower deck ports of a fide. Seven more of the fleet appeared 

large, and are at leaft two-decked fhips; the other two were long and low, 

and appeared to be frigates of thirty-four or thirty-fix guns each. The 
L’Gloire a French frigate, lay at the fame time at Pondicherry, fo that in all 

they have now eleven fail. Captain Townley, after we feparated, ftood on to 
Madrafs, from whence he propofed failing in a few hours to join you. I 

was but five days to Ballafore road, fo that I imagine he may be hourly 
expected. 


On the 5th of this month, the Bofcawen, Braund, Norfolk, Bonham, Princefs. 
Augufta, Badefon, and Taviftock, Fenkins, bound to China, arrived at Madra/s ; 
they left England in March with Admiral Coats bound to Jamaica, and kept 
company with Commodore Stevens in the Elizabeth, with the Yarmouth, Wey- 
mouth, Colchefter and Queenbcrough men of war and Warwick India man, all. 
bound to India, as far as Madeira, where they {topped on the 12th of April, 
while thefe fhips proceeded on by themfelves. As we only jult fpoke with 
them at fea, I did not learn any extraordinary news, nor fhall I take up 
any more of your time, as I hope for the honour of waiting upon you in per- 
fon to-morrow. - | 

I am, Sir, 
Revenge, at Ingelee, 14th Your moft obedient humble fervant,. 


September, 1757: W. JAMES, 


This early intelligence (for the Revenge had only'4 days and 18 hours paf- 
fave from St. David’s to Ballafore road) was of great importance, and indeed of 
the utmoft confequence, as it put Calcutta and our fquadron on their guard, 
for until now we were totally ignorant of any French fhips of war being in 
India. We had only three line of battle thips left, the Kent having been 
condemned ; and the Cumberland was a fingle ihip at Culpee, thirty miles 
down the river from Calcutta, preparing to heave down, and not ee 
an enemy, was In no condition to receive one. ‘The french fleer*, whic 
had touched at Porte-Novo, a Dutch fettlement, to the fouthward of 
Pondicherry, for intelligence, had trom thence fteered along fhore in the 


% This was a part of that fleet, of which the £af India direQors had given fo early intelli- 


gence as May 1756.. Vide p. 89. night 5; 
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night ; and without making any fignal by guns or lights, anchored in Fort 
St. Davia’s road. Our cruizers ftanding in from the fea, had done the fame 
about 7 o’clock in the evening, and the next morning at the break of day 
were found to be in a very critical fituation: The French fhips were firft 
difcovered, getting under fail, had Engi colours flying, and their number 
anfwered to Commodore Srevens’s fquadron with the expected India fhips of 
the feafon.. The Revenge being the fouthermoft of our fhips, was by the 
accident of her ftation in a manner almoft furrounded by them, and an officer 
of lefs aétiviry and difcernment than Mr. Fames might have been fatally 
deceived; efpecially as he had received certain advice but two days before, 
that Mr. Stevens might every hour be expected.—By an expert and fuperior 
manceuvre our fhips were gotten under fail quicker than thofe of the enemy, 
and by that means foon increafed their diftance: the French admiral therefore 
made the géneral fignal to chace, and feveral other fignals, all with Engl 
colours, by which the governor of Fort St. David was fo much deceived, 
that he fent off Mr. Newton, a gentleman of the council, to congratu- 
late, as he thought, Mr. Stevens, upon his arrival, and to invite him on 
Shore; and fent alfo four Moffulas, or country boats, to accommodate him, 
and any of the gentlemen of the fquadron, over the furt. Mr. Newton 
was in the farft boat, and actually went a-long fide of the French admiral, 
before he was convinced of his miftake, and was thus made a prifoner. The 
other boats took the alarm upon the French fhips firing at the Revenge, and 
rowed in fhore, and Mr. ames had the prefence of mind to throw into them, 
for the reinforcement of Kort St. Daved, near one hundred recruits, which he 
took out of the Jndia men mentioned in his letter to Admiral Pocock on their 
paffage to Madra/s. He left his own boats, an officer, and fixteen La/cars, 
to affift in landing them, and eluded the purfuit of the enemy, with no 
other lofs or inconvenience, than having fome of his rigging cut, and his 
Jails fred through. | 


At this feafon of the year, the current fets ftrong to the N. E. which, to- 
gethet with the S. W. monfoon, renders it dificult for fhips that fall to 
leeward of their port to beat up. The French admiral therefore, as foon as 
he got abreaft of Poudicherry, made the general fignal to leave off chace, and 
flood into that road, when he haftily landed a few men and ftores, and 
the next day precipitately failed away to Mauritius, probably, being 
convinced, that by the efcape of our cruizers, our fettlements and fhips 
would be put fo much on their guard, as to render any attempt of his abor- 
tive, 


I once intended to have given 4 fummary account of the farther progrefs 
of the Britis arms in India, from the death of Admiral Wat/on down to 
the reduction of Pondicherry by Colonel Coote in the year 1761; but as 
fuch an addition might probably have been cenfured by fome as an anticipa- 
tion of events, not belonging to the plan of the work, I was eafily perfuaded 
to drop it, and refer fuch as are unacquainted with that glorious ara of Eng- 
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kjo hiftory, to the periodical compilations of the times; but rather, to the in- 
tended 2d volume of Mr. Orme’s incomparable hiftory of the military tranfac- 
tions of the Briti/e nation in Indoftan, which will foon make its appearance 
to the public. 


In confequence of the death of my good friend Admiral /Vatfon, and of 
my conftitution’s being greatly impaired by the unwholefome climate of Ben- 
gal, 1 came toa refolution of quitting the fervice; and having communi- 
cated my intentions to my friend Mr. Doidge the late admiral’s fecretary, 
and to Mr. Pye (f{torekeeper to the fquadron) I was happy to find both 
thefe gentlemen in the fame way of thinking with myfelf. We refolved 
therefore to throw up our feveral employments, and to return to England 
by the way of Baffora, and the great defert of Arabia. But before this 
{cheme could poflibly be put in execution, it was abfolutely necef- 
fary for us to get the confent of Rear-Admiral Pocock, who, upon our 
making application to him, politely accepted of our refignation. We had 
now a little time to look about us,.and from political and warlike tran{- 
actions, turn our thoughts to things, which though not fo important and. 
interefting, were pleafing and entertaining. 


In the evening excurfions which I made with Captain Martin, Mr. Dotdge, 
Mr. Thomas, and other friends near Calcutia, we had often obferved an ex- 
traordinary fpecies of birds, called by the natives Argi//, or Hurgill, a native 
of Bengal. They would majeftically ftalk along before us, and at firft we 
took them for Indians, naked. Upon difcovering however that they were 
birds, we refolved to fhoot one, to fatisfy our curiofity relative to their 
exact magnitude and fhape. For this, we frequently went out with fome 
of our fufils loaded with ball, others with Briftol drop; but, though we 
had feveral good marks, our repeated efforts were fruitlefs. We had always 
been attended by the Bearers of our Palanquins, in whofe countenances we 
could not but difcern the moft evident marks of fatisfa€tion, on our want 
of fuccefs; at length one of them gravely told us, “* That if we tried ta 
eternity to kill thefe birds, we fhould never fucceed, for that the fouls. 
of the Brabmins poffeffed them.” We at laft grew weary of the purfuit, 
and gave it over. But one evening as 1 was returning from Calcutta, ta 
a houfe which had been Jent me in the neighbourhood, I obferved one fly- 
ing very flowly over my head, and afterwards to perch on a tree by which 
I was to pafs; I took not the leaft notice to my Bearers, until they were 
within the diflance of 30 or 40 yards, when I ordered them to ftop, andi 
having in my Palanquin a loaded fufil, I difcharged it at the Monfer, and 
brought him down.. | 





The following are the exact marks and dimenfions of this bird::- 
The wings extended 14 feet 10 inches. From the tip of the bill to the ex-- 


tremity of the claw, it, meafured 7 feet 6 inches. The legs were — 
an I 
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1757. and fo was‘one half of the thighs; the naked parts were full 3 feet in 
‘length. The feathers of the wings and back were very ftrong, and of an 
iron colour. The feathers of the breaft were long: Over the belly was a 
great deal of down, all of a dirty white. The bill was 16 inches round 
at the bafe, of different colours, and nearly of a triangular fhape. In 
the craw was a Terapin or land tortoife 10 inches long; and a large black 
male cat was found entire in it’s ftomach. 

Having already mentioned the Beetle-nut asa favourite with the Indians, 
(and which they chew with chunam, or fhell lime, and the leaf of an aro- 
matic fhrub that grows like a vine, and is fupported on fticks as our {fcarlet 
beans, called alfo Beetle-leaf) I fhall here fubjoin a brief defcription of the 
Arica tree, which produces the nut. It is a fine flender upright tree, not 
above 6 inches thick at bottom, but grows to upwards of 30 feet high, 
and is jointed at about 8 or g inches diftance, perhaps the laft year’s 
growth: it contains a large quantity of pith, the woody part being thin, 
but as tough as whalebone. The leaves grow in the fame manner as thofe 
of the Cocoa-nut tree, very long, and with a ftrong, large middle rib; the 
flower comes out between the concave part of the leaves. The nuts are 
numerous, and out of the hufk (which is yellow on the outfide, brown and 
fibrous within) the fruit is about the fize of a large walnut, and of the fhape 
and colour of a nutmeg, though fome are round. The extract of this 
nut feems to be the Terra Japonica; for after boiling fome of thofe nuts 
with a little chunam in the water, the decottion is the colour of that 
drug, and taftes like it. This nut, wrapped with chunam in the Beetle- 
leaf, is not only chewed all over Jndia, by men, women, and children, 
but is ufed likewife as an emblem of peace and friendfhip, being fent by the 
Rajabs and princes to thofe with whom they intend to live in friendfhip, 
and is given to you on all vifits you make to the natives. 


There is alfo in Bengalan elegant, large, fpreadine flower tree, called Chulta : 
the leaves are a pale but pleafant green, deeply furrowed above, and highly 
ridged: below; they grow in bunches, in a plume-like form, and round the 
end of the branches. The flower is at firft a hard green ball, on footftalks 
about 4 inches; this opens, and the calix is compofed of 5 round thick 
fucculent leaves; the corolla is alfo 5 fine beautiful white round petals: the 
{tamina are numerous and lingueform ; {ftyles fixteen, and lancelated. They 
{tand in a radiated manner, and after one day the corolla falls off, and the 
ball clofes again, when it is fold in their markets. There is a fucceffion of 
thefe for feveral months, but no other appearance—The Mango tree is 
plenty in Bengal, which grows to a large fize, and fpreads much; the wood 
1S brown, and ufed only for indifferent work, the leaves are a fine green, and 
grow in bunches at the extremity of the branches. The flowers grow on 
a {pike at the end of the branches, and at the extremity of the flower hangs 
one, two, and fometimes three Mangos. The fruit, when ripe, is yellow 
and reddifh, full of a fine agreeable juice: Some Mangos are very full of 
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thread, or hair-like fibres ; the juice runs out of thefe on cutting, or witha r7<9, 
little handling; the others which have few or no fibres are much the finett ; | 
they cut like an apple, but more juicy, and I have feen fome as big as a 

large man’s fift. ‘The form is oval, and they contain a large kernel in a 

tough hufk near half as big as the fruit; this ftone is taken out of the 

green ones which are pickled and carried to England. The ripe fruit is 

very wholefome, and except very fine pine apples, is preferable to any in 

India, the gentlemen eat little elfe in the hot months, when they are in {ca- 

fon, if no wine is drank with them, they are apt to throw out trouble- 

fome but healthful boils. | 


In the walks at Bengal they have a tall tree, called the Tatoon, and which 
Captain Birch is faid to have firft brought from England. The leaves are of a 
deep fhining green, the lower part rather paler, where it is ribbed, and undu- 
lated round the edges. I faw no flowers, but the fruit is of the fize, fthape 
and colour of an olive; it hath a moderate thin hufk, and contains a kernel, 
like that of the date: five or fix grow on the fame pedcicle.———Near Calcutta 
is a large fpreading tree called the Ruffa, which makes a fine appearance 
when in full bloom. The natives fay that this, and another near the Dusch 
fettlement, are the only two in Benga/; they pretend likewife that they. could 
never find the feed, which muft certainly be a miftake, becaufe there 1s abun- 
dance, and large. That they could not preferve them may be true, becaule 
the ants and other vermin are exceffively fond of them, {fo that you can never 
find a pod untouched either by infects within, or ants; Mr. Thomas attended 
the tree daily for a confiderable time to procure a whole pod, but in vain. 
The bark is brown and rough; the leaves are a deep green, but bright; 
they are pinnated, 4 pair and an odd one, or 5 pair on every pinna; feveral 
of thefe grow round every branch, which makes the whole bufhy. The 
flower grows out between the lower leaves of the pinnz, on a fhort but 
ftrong foacltalle; this divides and fubdivides into a great number, fo as to 
make the whole a hemifphere. On the top of each of thefe, is a flower 
of a bright crimfon, orange, and different fhades down to yellow; they 
are monopetalous ; the cup is about an inch long, divided above in four, 
ten ftamina, and one ftyle: they almoft cover the tree, and there ts a 
long fucceffion of them, but little fmell. The fruit is a pod of the fhape 
and fize of a large garden bean, containing 4 or § large flefhy feeds, 
which eafily fall in two when dry; they are brown on the outfide, white 
within, nearly fquare, but convex on the fides. 


The latter end of Ofoder, the Indian inhabitants near Calcutta, were or- 
dered by the governor and council to remove from the black town, and to 
build houfes for themfelves on another fpot, at a greater diftance from the 
fort. This was owing tothe governor and council’s refolution in confequence 
of Colonel Ciive’s advice, to enlarge and well fecure Fort William, which 
could not be done, whilft the Ivdian town was ftanding. Je muft be owned, 
that the natives received but a fhort notice to rernove themfelves and 


families ; but certain intelligence having been received, that the gees 
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Rajabs were affembling troops with a view of difputing the late acquired 


‘authority of Meer Fafier, it was therefore thought indifpenfably neceffary 


that the fortrefs fhould with the utmoft expedition be put on a much more 
refpectable footing, than what it had ever heretofore been. 7 


Accounts are here kept in imaginary or current Rupees, Annas, and 
Pices. 
The Rupee is valued in the company’s cafh at 25, 34. 
16 Annas make a Rupee. | 2 4 
12 Pices make an Anna. 


Cowry fhells are alfo current here on account of the cheapnefs of provi- 
fions , thefe vary as to their value, from 4000 to 4800 to the Rupee, as hath 
already been noticed. 


It muft allo be obferved that the Arcot and Pondicherry Rupees have an 
advance or Batta of & per Cent. over the current Rupees. 
Thofe of Bombay have a Batta of 10 per Cent. 
New Siccas or Royal Rupees have a Batta of 20 per Cent. 
But the latter lofe in their value 2 per Cent. every year, until they are re 
coined. , 


CHAP, 


[ 187 J 


C H A P. XIII. 


‘Occurrences on the voyage from Calcutta to Gombroon.Arrival at Columbo, 
Anyengo, Cochin, with defcriptions of the places.—Account of the Cochin or 
Elephant-leg.— Arrival at, and a foort account of, Tellicherry, Goa, Bom- 
bay, and Gombroon.—Od/ervations on the Banian tree. 


i be beginning of the month of November, was fpent in taking leave 
of our many friends, both of the fquadron, and of Calcutta, and in 
writing letters to many others on the Coromandel coaft, exprefling our gra- 
titude for the many civilities and a¢ts of friendfhip they had fhewn us, dur- 
ing our refidence among them. The polite and friendly treatment, we had 
all experienced on our arrival, and during our ftay in India, from the prin- 
cipal families refiding in thofe places, required that this compliment fhou'd 
be paid to them. In truth, the hofpitality and generofity fhewn to ftrangeis 
in general in this country, are beyond expreffion ; nor 1s it poffible to point 
out a part of the world where the {pirit of charity is more nobly exerted 
than in our Zaft India company’s fettlements: numerous inftances might te 
mentioned, where princely {ubfcriptions have in a few hours been railed, and 
applied co the effectual relief of many unfortunate families. 


» On Saturday-the 19th of November we \eft Calcutta, and embarked ina 
fmall boat on the Ganges, being provided with a letter of recommendation 
from Mr. Gee, a free merchant in Bengal, to Baron Aniphaufen, gover- 
nor of the ifland Karec in the Perfian guiph. A young gentleman named 
Pigot, (late furgeon of a domb-veffel) went with us from Calcutta, with a 
view of getting a paflage to England in an European thip from Bombay. Ag 
fo long and dangerous a journey was before us, we thought it neceflary, for 
the good regulation of our little party’s affairs, to appoint Mr. Dotdge to 


act as our chief, invefting him with the fupreme direction, and Mr. Pye. 
we conftituted our fecretary. Mr. Doidge had in charge fome difpatches of. 


importance from Admiral Pocock to one of the Secretaries of State, and to 


the Secretary of the Lords of the Admiralty. He was entrufted alfo with 
Bb 2 | others 
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others from the governor and-council of Calcutta to the directors of the 


Eaft India company. 


On Monday the '21{t, we and our fervants repaired on board his majefty’s 
fhip the Cumberland, which from the time fhe entered the river, had been 
ftationed at Culpee*. On the 25th we embarked in the Revenge, an armed 
Frigate belonging to the Eaj? India company, which had been ordered by 
the admiral to carry us to Bombay, and which at this time was {till com- 
manded by Commodore ‘Fames, whom I have had often occafion to men- 
tion. On our entering the Revenge, the commodore was fo complaifant 
as to honour us with a falute of 11 guns. In the afternoon we anchored 
at Jngelee. An incident happened during our paffage from Calcutta to 
Culpee, which at the inftant diverted our company not a little, and 
though but of fimall confequence in itfelf, yet as it conveys an idea of 
the Indian cuftoms in this particular, the inferring, it may not be altogether 
unacceptable.——- One day we received a meffage from a farmer of that part 
of the country which belonged to our Jndia company, requeftir g admittance 
to us onan affair which to him was very interefting, We were told, that he 
had a petition to offer, and:I was appointed to receive the petitioner in form, 
becaufe I was the moft corpulent perion of the party; my fellow-travellers: 
having pleafantly obferved, that corpulency in this country is always efteem- 
ed an infallible mark of heaven’s favour, and which it never beftows on 
any but its peculiar favourites. . Upon his being introduced into the cabbin 
of our veffel, he immediately proftrated himfelf at my feet, kiffed my fhoe, 
and laid before me four or five rupees, with a remnant of cotton-cloth. 
He then was defired to feat himfelf, and to relate his bufinefs: on which, he 
complained much of the oppreffions he had lately fuffered from the Zemindar 
of his diftrict, expatiated on the feveral particulars, and intreated our affift- 
ance, by a letter addreffed to fome gentlemen of confequence at Calcutta. It 
appearing to us that he had really been very ill treated, I ftated his cafe in a 
letter co Mr. Becher, a gentleman of the council, with whom I thought | 
might take that liberty; and fince have had the fatisfaction to hear, that Mr. 
Becher in confequence of my application, fo krhdly exerted himfelf in our 
petitioner’s behalf, as to procure him effectual redrefs. We wifhed very 
heartily to have returned the farmer his offering, but we had before learned 
trom many fimilar inftances which had occurred during our ftay in India, 
that this could not be done without taking from him all hopes of being 
relieved; for he hereby would have underftood, that the letter which we 
had given to him was written rather to Ins difadvantage, than his benefit. 


Monday the 28th at nine in the morning, we failed from Ingelee, and at 
the fame hour in the evening, our pilot left us, when we had a fine gale 
from the north-eaft. December the 2d at noon, we were happy to find 


* During the time of her lying here, the took a French thip, which came into the Gangar, 
-6Ourfelves 
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ourfelves in 13 degrees north, the latitude of Madrafs. ‘Yhe quick run we 
had from Benga/, which now took us up only five days; compared with the 
tedious pafflage of {even weeks which we had to it from Madra/s the laft year, 
ferved abundantly to convince us of the exceeding great ftrength and vio- 
lence of the monfoon, and how difficult and dangerous it will always be to 
beat up again{t it—TIn the night of the sth following, a flave black boy, 
who had been fold by our Bengal pilot to one of the lieutenants of the 
Revenge, on account of his having been too familiar with his mafter’s flave 
wench, fuddenly difappeared; having, as we fuppofed, thrown himfelf over- 
board. The boy became fullen from the moment the pilot parted with 
him, and told the other boys of the fhip, that he was much in love with 
the girl, and that fhe was then pregnant by him.—We could not but Jament 
the hard fate of thefe two unhappy, but faithful lovers ! 


The 8th, by obfervation at noon, we found ourfelves in the latitude of 
6° is’ north, and in fight of the ifland of Ceylon, remarkable as hath been 
already obferved for the large quantity of fpice it yields to the Dutch. 
Belides fpices, it alfo produces arrack in great plenty. The Dutch fupply 
the other parts of Jndia with this commodity, as well as fend a great quan- 
tity to Europe. By age it becomes (as I was told) nearly as mild and 
foft to the tafte, as what they make at Batavia, though, when newly diftilled, 
itis very fiery and difagreeable. 


Wednefday the 14th, in the afternoon, we anchored in Columbo road. Mr. 
Doidge and J went on fhore to pay a vifit to Mr. Knox, the fupercargo of 
the fatty Salem, Captain Wocd/on «we found that he had been very ill, 
and that his illnefs had been occafjoned by a cold he caught at Galle, in 
dancing with fome Jadjes, who were juft arrived from Europe. By what I 
could learn trom Mr. Knox, who had been bred to the practice of phyfic, 
and had treated his diforder as a fever of the intermittent kind, he had 
unfortunately taken too large a quantity of the Peruvian bark. At this 


time he laboured under a very confiderable hardnefs on the lefc lobe of 


the liver, with a conftipation of the body.—The bolufles of the Mercurius 
Alcalizatus, cly{ters, and fomentations which I prefcribed, gave him a little 
relief; bur the next day his delirium returned, and then at his earneft re- 
queft, made in lucid intervals, he was carried on board the Revenge; where 
he died the 18th of a mortification of the bowels and ftomach, much 
Jamented by all who knew him. ./ 


~The town of Columbo, is the chief fettlement of the Dutch on this ifland, 
and indeed, next to Batavia on the ifle of Fava, is the moft important of any 
they poffefs in the Eaft Indies. Ye is fituated on the weit fide of the ifland, 
in the latitude of feven degrees north, on a gently rifing ground. The foil 
is a red fand, mixed with fmall black fhining gravel, which harden to a good 
pavement in the ftreets. Thefe are all fo judicioufly contrived by eafy 


afcents and defcents, that no inconvenience can poffibly arife, even from the 
e 5 greatelt 
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1757+ greateft rains. They are alfo very wide, and have a beautiful row of 

~~ * trees on each fide, between which and the houfes, is a very fmooth and 
repular pavement. Between each tree too, there is a very fine and refrefh- 
ing gra{fs verdure, equal, if not fuperior to what we fee in the beft walks 
of the moft noted gardens in England. The ftreets likewife all crofs each 
other at right angles, and upon the whole are fo elegantly difpofed, and fo 
very unlike any thing of the kind we had before feen in India, that we could 
not help admiring the fuperior fkill and ingenuity of the Dutch. 


After we had fatisfied our curiofity in viewing the beauty and regula- 
rity of the buildings, we walked to the extremities of the town, to ex- 
amine the fortifications, which towards the fea are but indifferent. Indeed 
there is no neceffity for that part being very trong, as no enemy can ap- 
proach near enough to do them any confiderable damage; they have viely 
therefore turned their chief {trength towards the land, and have fo well 
executed their defigns, we may venture to fay, that all the Europeans in 
India, collected into one army, would be able to. make very. little, if any 
impreffion at all upon the place. The citadel is. of an irregular figure, 
occafioned by the form of the ground on which it ftands; the wall feems to 
be built of very good and large ftones ; the baftions are very extenfive; and 
round moft part of the town there is a double wall. Here is alfo a wet 
ditch, full fixty feet wide, and a covered way, and glacis, where the ground 
will admit of it. The Dutch at this place, feem to be as capable of defending 
themfelves againft an enemy by the good difpofition they have likewife 
made of their water, as by the ftrength of their fortifications; for they have 
fo contrived it, that a man cannot poffibly approach the citadel under any 
cover, though at a little diftance a ftranger would be apt to imagine, that 
the whole town was builtin a wood. There is always a garrifon here of 
thirteen hundred Europeans, all fine looking, healthy young men; for in our 
whole day’s walk we did not fee three foldiers who appeared to be forty 
years of age. Among other military and naval ftores, we could not help 
taking notice of a great number of fine mafts, fome of which appeared as, 
large as the middle piece of a feventy gun fhip’s main-matt. 


We were introduced to the governor of Columbo, (who from his lofty 
deportment, towards us, and the great authority he poffeffes in this part of 
the world, may be juftly ftiled High and Mighty) by Mynbeer Planchard, 
his mafter of ceremonies ; but our reception was fo cool, that we entertained 
a very mean opinion of the governor’s civility to ftrangers. As to Planchard, 
his open countenance befpoke a mind quite happy and at eafe, and he very 
fociably drank his bottle of wine with us at the public houfe the firft night 
after our arrival; but never took the leaft notice of us afterwards. This 
change in his behaviour, was in all probability owing to the influence of 
Mynbeer Shrewder the governor; between whom and Commodore Yames 
no kind of civilities had paft, as the manner of faluting, and returning. the 
falute, could not be sdjatled between them. We obferved nothing worthy 
| of 
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of temark in the inhabitants of this place, except that the breafts of the men, 1757. 
who were natives of Ceylon, appeared to us-‘of an uncommon fize. While 

we lay here, three deferters from the Dutch came on board of us; two 

were hollanders, and the third lexander M®Intofb, a Scotchman. The tlatt 

I engaged as my fervant, and he was added to our party. 


Saturday the 17th of December we fet fail from Columbo, in company with 
an Englifb merchant-fhip from Bengal. On the 1gth we were off Anjéngo, 
on the Malabar coalt, and then buried Mr. Knox, the Revenge firing half- 
minute guns. 4ajengo lies in the latitude of 8° 35" north, and is the fouth- 
ernmoft of our fettlements. 


Mr. Moor came on board with Mr. Spencer the Chief’s compliments to 
Commodore Fames and his paffengers, defiring the pleafure of their com- 
pany at his houfe. Here we were genteely and hofpitably entertained, till 
the 23d. Our mornings we fpent in reading, or rather feafting on the 
many news-papers, magazines, and political pamphlets, lately brought from 
Europe. ‘The evenings we paft on the river in the Chief’s barge, with our 
mufkets, in purfuit of alligators. ‘The groves on each fide the river, are 
chiefly planted. with cocoa-nut trees, and are inhabited by men and women 
in almoft a pure ftate of nature, for they go with their breafts and bellies 
entirely naked: this cuftom prevails univerfally throughout every Caf, 
from tlre pooreft planter of rice, to the daughter or confort of the king 
upon the throne. 


Here, for the firft time, I faw pepper grow: the plant is a creeper that 
‘runs up and around trees; and I found the tree which gives the Congery, 
or Fellicherry® bark, to be the moft common fupporter of it. This grows to 
the fize of our common cherry tree; the pepper, like the ivy, entwines 
itfelf about the tree, and fends off cluiters, refembling the firft fhootings of 
a bunch of grapes. A great variety of doves are found here; one fort is 
green, and larger than the common pidgeon. Here are alfo {nipes, a few 
woodcocks, hares, and wild hogs, but no partridges. The fea abounds with 
Sardinias, Mullet, Horfe-mackrel, Rock-fifh, Eels, young Sharks, Nayer- 
fifh, &e. | 


Anjengo fort is fmall, but neat and ftrong; it is a fquare with four baf- 
tions, having eight guns mounted on each, carrying a ball of eighteen 
pounds. Two of thefe baftions face the fea, the other two the country, 


* This bark was many years ago recommended to me by Mr. Savan, late furgeon of 
his majefty’s dock-yard at Port/mouth, underthe name of the Cort de Pala, as an excellent 
fuccedaneum to the Peruvian or Fefui’s bark ; and when I got to India I frequently ufed it 
with fuccefs, It is no where to be met with but on the Ma/abar coaft; and fhould a large 
quantity be wanted, it cannot be purchafed at Bombay on a fudden, but timely notice muft be 
given for it’s being procured from Tellicherry. 

§ Befides 
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1757. Befides thefe, there is a line of eighteen or twenty guns pointing towards 
the fea, of eighteen and twenty-four pounders. About a piftol fhot from the 
back of the fort, runs a river, which, befides its being a fecurity to the 
factory, adds much to the agreeable firuation of the place. This river has 
its fource in fome diftant mountains, and defcending in a courfe from the 
north and eaft, ir afterwards turns in feveral pleafing meanders fo far to 
the weft, as to wafh the bottom of our factory’s garden, and at Jaft winding 
to the fouth, it empties irfelf into the fea. Several beautiful {mall iflands 
too, which are wafhed by its current, diverfify the fcenery, and greatly 
heimhten the beauty of the profpect. 


The firft evening we fpent in the barge, we were accompanied by a 
Marchan, or Moorman, governor of 12 Carricars, or officers of diftricts, all 
under the king of Travencore. ‘This Moor drank beer and wine, with as 
much fatisfaction as any of us. He had no covering for his back, and 
the evening being fomewhat fharp, one of our company expreffed his fear 
that the air would be too cold for him; to which he chearfully replied, 
** The weather, while I am in the company of Engl/b gentlemen, is never 
too cold, or any way difagreeable.” About feven miles up the river, at a 
place called A¢tinga, and at the diftance of half a mile from the water, is a 
Pagoda or temple of the Gentoos, in which the queen of 4ttinga refides. 
Till of late, the crown and country of ttinga were quite independent of the 
king of Travencore, but now they are tributary to him. The eldeft fon of 
the queen of ttinga is always heir apparent to the crown of Travencore. 
We remarked at this place, a fingular maxim of ftate policy, adopted by 
the kingdoms on the Malabar coaft. To afcertain to themfelves a fuccet- 
fion of princes, defcending from the pure and royal blood of their antient. 
monarchs, the right of fucceffion to the throne is determined to belong to 
the eldeft fon of the female line: hence, a king’s fon in this country is pre- 
cilely on the fame footing with a daughter of the French king, only with 
this difference (or rather degradation) that the young Malabar prince, 
being ranged (like all others of the Nayer or royal Caff) among the fecond 
Caf or clafs of rhe nation, gives place in rank to the Brahmins *. 


This fettlement fupplies our Eaf India company with pepper; and its 
fituation is alfo very convenient for giving proper intelligence to our fhips 
touching here from Europe, or from any part of India. The prefent chief, 
Mr. Spencer, is a man of an excellent character both for probity and fagacity ; 


* The following paffage in Gurhrie’s hiftory of the world, proves however that this maxim 
of the cldeit fon of the female Jine fucceeding to the throne, is not entirely confined to the 
Malabar coak, 

‘* According to the eftabJithed order of fucceffion among fome of the Zrhiopic nations, upon 
the death of the king, his fifer’s fon mounted the throne: and in cafe the female branches 
af the royal family failed of iffue, they chofe the moft beautiful and valiant perfon among them 
for their king.” Vol. 5. page 252, 

the 
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the greateft harmony and’ fatisfaction fubfift among the inhabitants in his y¢¥, 
government *. | 


December the 25th at noon we anchored in Cochin road, a fettlement be- 
longing to the Dutch, in the latitude of 9° 50 north. We dined with the 
chief, De Young, by them called commandant; he was a very obliging 
little man. After dinner we drank fuccefs to the king of England, the 
{tates of Holland, &c.; and when our wine was finifhed, we took a fhort 
ride to the company’s country houfe, in fingle-horfe chaifes, accompanied by 
the commandant and the late chief of Quilon. The town of Cochin is not 
unpleafant, but in point of grandeur, regularity, and indeed in every other 
refpect, it falls greatly fhort of Columéo. We found the Dutch in this fet- 
tlement involved in difputes with the country powers, whofe head is ftiled 
Samoreen, a title equalto king. This prince had lately taken a fort or two 
from the Dutch, at about ten leagues diftance from Cochin, they were 
then affembling forces to oppofe him, and for that purpofe had already 
landed three or four hundred foldiers from Batavia. From this place, the 
Dutch are chiefly fupplied with pepper. The fortification is irregular, but 
{trong enough to refift any country power, and has forty or fifty guns facing 
the fea. Many families of Fews are eftablifhed here; their anceftors were 
found on this fpot by the Portuguefe at their firft fettling in the country; and 
the general opinion is, that they are defcendants of fome Fews who travelled 
hither foon atter the final deftruction of the temple. One Ezekiel a Rabbt 
is now living at Cochin, a man of confequence, and his word is held in 
high eftimation; he is a lover of f{cience, and underftands aftronomy. 


~ We could not but take notice at this place, of a great number of the 
Cochin or Elephant \egs. This is a diforder peculiar to the inhabitants of 
the Malabar coaft, and eipecially to thofe of Cochin. It feems to be merely 
an cedematous {welling, arifing from an impoverifhed {tate of the blood ; and 
in many perfons the leg is of fo enormous a fize, as to occafion it’s being called 
the Elephant-leg, having greatly the appearance both in fhape and bignefs 
of the Elephant’s. I could not learn that any remedy for this diforder 
had been difcovered by the natives, and as they feldom or never apply to 
_ Europeans for affiftance, I believe they are feldom if ever cured: but were 
they to do fo, probably it would but little avail, fince an alteration from 
the pooreft to the moft cordial and nutritious diet would certainly be recom- 
mended tothem, and we well know, that every Caf of Indians are fo much 
wedded to their own particular cuftoms, they would fooner choofe to die, 
than materially to alter their ufual courfe of living, even if their circum- 
{tances permitted it-+. The generality of thofe who labour under this 


* This gentleman is fince dead. 


+ Of this, we had feveral inftances in our long paffage to Bengal, among the Sepoys under 
the command of Colonel Clive, who perifhed becaufe they would not partake of the fhip’s 
provifions after their own had been expended. 3 


Cc diforder, 
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1764. @iforder, feldom are able indeed to call in any affiftance, being compofed 
teeny Of the very pooreft of the people, who feed chiefly on Sardinias, and can- 
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not purchafe even the fmalleft quantity of rice to boil with the fifh for 
their daily fubfiftence. 1 was informed, that thefe poor wretches are fup- 
ported for whole weeks together, perhaps months, with no other aliment 
than what this fpecies of fifh affords ; and their drink is water only, unlefs 
by way of regale they now and then procure a draught of the fimple un- 
fermented juice of the cocoa-nut-tree, called Toddy. ~ 


The 28th we failed from Cochin, and on the 31ft anchored at Telkcherry. 
The next day (‘Fanuary 1ft 1758) we dined with our company’s chief, Mr.. 
Hodges, who was fo polite as to introduce us to every gentleman and lady 
of the fettlement. After dinner, many loyal healths went round, with 
firing of cannon at each interefting toaft. Tellicherry is a fettlement in- 
dependant of Anjengo, but both are fubordinate to Bombay. Befides it’s own 
garrifon, there are feveral other forts in the neighbourhood ; one to the 
fouthward, at about a mile diftance, and therefore called Adt/e-end, and eight 
or nine tothe northward, all under the government of the chief here. Thefe 
forts are of no other ufe but to: fecure the pepper-trade, by preventing the: 
natives from clandeftinely bringing it to the water’s fide, to the prejudice 
of our commerce. 


Tellicberry fort rs fituated on a rifing ground, but there is another hill 
within cannon fhot yet higher, on which ftands a little inconfiderable fort.. 
Was this laft in poffeffion. of an enemy, it would entirely command that 
of Tellicherry. About two miles to the fouthward, on a very fine eminence, 
is the French fettlement of Mabie, the only one of confequence that 
nation has on the Malabar coaft. Juft before our arrival at Teddicherry, 
our factory having unfortunately loft their furgeon, a French gentleman of 
that profeffion at Mabie, notwithftanding the war between the two na- 
tions, occafionally vifited our fick, and Mrs. Hodges had been fome time 
under his care*. Our garrifon for the defence of Tellicherry, and_ it’s. 
neighbouring forts, confifts of about four hundred European troops, and: 
as many Topaffes. Almoft the whole time we continued here, the 
Briftol Frigate (formerly an Engiifh privateer, but which had been taken. 
by the French) lay at anchor off Mabie. This fhip, after having 
Janded forty or fifty foldiers, took in fome pepper, and failed (as. we 
then imagined) for Meuritius.—About four miles from Tellcherry, there is. 
afmall ifland, belonging to the Exgli/h, called Damapatan, on which Mr.. 
Doidge difcovered a fpring of excellent water, before unknown to our 
people. | 

* After the reduction of Pond:.berry in the year 1761, an armament was equipped againtt: 


this French fettlement of Muahbie, under the command of Major.He@or. Monro, who in.concert: 
with Mr. Hedges, took the place, though defended by above 200 pieces: of cannon. | 
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| We failed from Teliicherry, the 3d of’ January, and onthe 8th anchored 1458. 
in the road of Goa. The fame afternoon, we paffed pleafantly up the river 
in a boat belonging to a Portuguefe nobleman, accompanied by the Rev. Mr. 
Howel of Bombay, who embarked on board our frigate at Anjenge. Goa is the 
principal, and almoft the only fettlement which remains tothe Portugue/e, of all 
the large poffeffions they once had in the Eaf Indies. It hath been generally 
governed by a vice-roy fent from Europe, but was now under the adminif- 
tration of the archbifhop, and two of the principal people, who aéted 
as regents. The Jate vice-roy was killed in a battle with the Maberattas, 
(in the year 1756,) who inhabit the country at the back of Goa, and with 
whom the Portuguefe have for feveral years carried on a troublefome 
war. 


Goa is an ifland; there is properly no town, but many pleafant villas 
belonging to the merchants are fcattered up and down; fome are moft 
agreeably fituated on the fides of hills, but the greater part on the 
banks of the river, for the convenience of landing goods. There are alfo 
feveral houfes built on the oppofite continent, from which Goa is not fepa- 
rated above three miles at the broadeft part. Upon an hill on the left fide 
of the entrance of the harbour, they have a line of about fifty guns, which 
is called the A/guardo; and as you go farther in, they have a fort on the 
top of another hill, which entirely commands the harbour. There are many 
churches and monafteries here, fome of which were once fuperb ; ,the decay 
of thefe, and moft of the other public buildings, too plainly fhews the pre- 
fent ruinous ftate of the Portuguefe power and trade in this part of the 
world. However, the infamoufly cruel Court of Inguifition reigns here in all 
it’s fury, and primitive diabolical glory. 


We left Goa the 11th, and on Monday the 24th of Fanuary, anchored in 
Bombay harbour. We found a confiderable addition had been made the laft 
year to the ftreneth of the fortifications towards the fea, under the direction 
of Captain Defunk, engineer; a Swede by birth, and efteemed a man of ability 
in his profeffion. Juft before our arrival at Bombay, it unfortunately happen- 
ed, that Major Mace (late of the king’s artillery) touch’d there from “urope, 
with a commiffion from the Eaft India company, appointing him engineer 
general of all their garrifons. Captain Defumk looked upon this commiffion 
of the major’s, as a difhonour done to himfelf, and accordingly in great dif- 
suft quitted the company’s fervice. Many imagined, that the refignation 
of this gentleman would be attended with circumftances very difadvan- 
tageous to the company ; as by his abfence Major Mace would neceffarily be 
detained in Bombay at a time when his beft abilities and fpeedieft fervices 
were required at Ca/cutta, in order to put its fortifications in a proper ftate 
of defence. It was known indeed, that Captain Browyer (an engineer in the 
company’s fervice) had not yet left Calcutta, but then it was faid, that his 
ill health would oblige him to do it in March next, to avoid the killing 
heats and rains of the fummer. We expected to have found the dock at 

Cc2 Bombay 
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Bombay capable of receiving a fhip of feventy guns, agreeable to the re- 
peated affurances given to Mr. Wat/on; but we were difappointed in this 
particular, the hands to carry it on being very fcarce: however, Mr. Hough, 
fuperintendant of the company’s marine here, was indefatigable in his en- 
deavours to. finifh this work of immenfe labour, and the dock is now com- 
pleated. Commodore (afterwards admiral) Stevens was here obliged to heave 
down the Elizabeth, one of the fhips of his fquadron, to {top a confiderable 
leak, but in the firft attempt, fhe had the misfortune to {pring her main- 
matt, by which accident he was detained a longer time than he wifhed. We 
learned that he left Bombay to join Admiral Pocock, a few days before we 
arrived, with the crews in health, and his {hips in good condition. 


As foon as we went afhore, we all waited upon governor Bourchier;. 
who received us very politely, and told us that the Swallow, a fhip be- 
longing to the company, commanded by Captain Price, was then tak- 
ing in goods for Gombroon in Perfia, and if it was agreeable to us, we 
were welcome to take a paffage in her. — We very gladly accepted the 
offer. We continued at Bombay waiting for the fhip to be ready, till the: 
8th of February, when we embarked, having taken into our party my 
worthy old friend Mr. 4/ms formerly mentioned, a lieutenant in ahe navy;. 
but late commander of the Hardwick, a large fhip trading in thefe feas: And 
Mr. Pigot, who came with us from Calcusta, with a defign of getting a paf- 


age from Bombay in one of the company’s fkips to England, now gladly. 


accepted of the invitation we gave him, and refolved to accompany us in 
our journey by land. Mr. Hough * (to whom and to whofe family we were 
greatly indebted for their polite and friendly behaviour during our refidence 
at Bombay) gave us letters of credit on Gombroon and Baffora.; and Sir Fames 
Foulis was fo obliging as to furnifh us with bills for cafh on Mr. Drummond, 
our Turky conipany’s conful at dleppo. 


February 14, paffed by Surat, which was heretofore a very populous and rich 
city, about three miles in circumference, walled round, with fome antique 
forts to defend it, but which are of no confequence. It is fituated in the 
kingdom of Guzarat, and fubyect to the Great Mogul: The Englifh have 
a factory there; + and alfo the Dutch, French, Portuguefe and Armenians ; 
thefe laft trade very largely, and are very rich.. Surat is about 160 miles 
diftance from Bombay, latitude 21° 30’ north.—Saturday the 25th at noon, 
by obfervation we found ourfelves in the laritude of 23° 10° north, and 
at fun fet faw the coaft of Arabia Felix, which lies in about thirteen 
degrees weft longitude from Bombay. The 1fl. of March at fun rife we 
difcovered the Perfian fhore. By noon we were in the Jatitude of.25 degrees 
north; and then we caft off a boat called a large Seebar,, bound to. 


* This gentleman returned to England, but in a year or two after died in London. 


+ Since the year 1759, the Englife have been confidered as principals at Surar. 


Mufcats,, 
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Mufcat *, which we had in tow all the way from Bombay, and which had !758. 
hindered our progrefs very much. Wednefday the 8th, at noon, we got round 
Cape Fafques, which on the Perfian fide forms the entrance into the Gulph. 
At night we had a very hard gale of wind, which we rode out with two 
anchors, between the iflands Ormus t+ and Larac. The next day, at ri in 
the morning, we anchored in Gombroon road, where we found the Succe/s, a 
veffel of war belonging to the Haft India company, one of whofe officers 
came on board and told us the difagreeable news, that the Briffol, a 
French man of war of 30 guns, had arrived at Baffora the 8th of laft month, 
to take under her convoy a merchant fhip which had lain there for fome 
time. This frigate we knew to be the fame fhip that lay at anchor off 
Mabie, during our ftay at Tellicherry, and which we then fuppofed had failed 
to Mauritius. 


Captain Price went on fhore the fame day we arrived at Gombroon, and 
my fellow travellers followed him the next morning; but finding myfelf 
a good deal out of order tf, and not knowing how we might fare in lodg- 
ings, I did not leave the fhip till two days afterwards. Alexander Douglas 
Ffg,; of the council at Bombay, was chief or agent here. Mr. Moflyn, fon 
to a captain of foot in the company’s fervice, was next to him, a very 
obliging, fenfible young man. Mr. Nafb and Mr. Lfolines, two writers, 
and Mr. Parker the furgeon, with Mr. Wait, book-keeper to Mr. Douglas, 
made up the company. 


* A’ port town 1n Arabia Felix, from whence there is a large trade with BemZay, which hath 
Givilized the natives much, and greatly prejudiced them in favour of the Exelib, more than 
any other European nation. 


+ Ormus was at this time covered over with falt, which grows two inches thick on the fur- 
face in a folid cruft, and appears at a diftance, on the hills, like driven fnow. No freth water 
is.to be found on the ifland ; neverthelefs, the Porrugue/ at their firft difcovering it in the 
fifteenth century, from its advantageous fituation. for trade, built here an elegant city, and 
ftrongly fortified it. About 120 years ago, the Perfans with the affiftance of the Exgli ex- 
pelled the Portugue/é, and the Shah dbbas caufed the fortifications to be demolifhed, and re- 
moved the trade to Gombroon on the oppolite fhore, ailowing the Eaglifh great privileges in 
commerce. 


t During our ftay at Bombay I had been feized with a bilious inflammatory fever, which in 
all probability would have been very violent, and attended with the moft imminent danger, 
had I not on the firft attack happily given dire€tions, that the febrifuge powder of Dr. James 
fhould be adminiftered to me every hour during the fpace of a whole day, which operated fo 
powerfully on the ftomach, inteftines, kidneys, and pores of the fkin, that in fix hours after 
I had taken the firft dofe, all the alarming and moft diftreteful fymptoms went of. ‘The quan- 
tity of bile difcharged from my ftomach exceeded all belief. Indeed ] have in the courfe of 
my practice for {ome paft years, experienced fo much benefit from this noble medicine, that I’ 
have often lamented it’s fuperior eficacy was not fooner known to me. I am now verily per- 
fuaded that it is as truly a fpecific in ardent fevers, as the Peruvian bark is in thofe that are 
intermitting, Or as mercury in venereal complaints. However, there is great danger attend- 
ing the common and indifcriminate adminiftration of it; fince it is as certainly true that this 
powder will deftroy in a putrid, as that it will cure in an inflammaiery diorder. 
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Gombroon is fituated at the foot of a very high mountain, which by inter- 
cepting the paffage of the land-wind, makes it intolerably hot. At prefent, 
it is a place of no kind of confequence, except what it receives from the 
Englifh and Dutch factories, befides whom, no other European nation has 
any fettlement here. The two factory houfes are the only buildings remain- 
ing of any importance; the whole city befides, is almoft one entire fcene 
of ruins, which ferved indeed to convince us of its once flourifhing ftate; bur 
the conftant wars carried on in this country, and their attendants, confufion 
and anarchy, have deprived the Exgli/b of almoft all their commercial ad- 
vantages, and the place of almoft all its inhabitants; the few that remain, 
are only fuch as have a dependance on the two factories, and a very 


{mall number of Banian, Gentoo and Perfian merchants who refide there. 


So different an appearance hatch this city now, from what it had when Sir 
Fobn Chardin vifited it! ;The air is ftill as unhealthy, as it was in the time 
of that writer; the Perfians themfelves fly from it in the bad feafon, and 
few of our factory efcape putrid, intermitting fevers (which principally rage 
in the months of May and September); and though they fometimes recover, 
yet it generally happens that their conftitutions are much impair’d,; they 
lofe the European complexion, become pale, and enervated, and _ their 
difeafes terminate in obftructions of the liver, and adhefions of *it to the 
peritoneum. _ 


“ Befides the many conjectures mentioned by Chardin and others, on the 
caufes of the unwholefomenefs of the Gombroon air in the fummer months; 
Dr. Boerhaave accounts for it, from the nature of the foil, which as it abounds 
with falt, renders it the hotteft pare upon the globe in his eftimation, though 
its latitude doth nor exceed 27° 30. The white cruft which the falt forms 
all over the earth, firft atrraéts, and then reflects the intenfe heat of the fun 
to the neighbouring bodies, €@¢. Our countrymen refiding there, judged 
allo, that the very great quantity of blubber-fifh, left by the fea on the 
fhore, which at that feafon of the year quickly become putrid, and emit moft 
offenfive and noxious effuvia, contributed much to render the place un- 
healthy. . 


Mr. Douglas’s garden, adjoinine to his houfe, produces however beans, 
coleworts, {pinage, lettuce, onions, and cucumbers; and fo do the com- 
pany’s public gardens at Affein, diftant from hence about 12 miles. Thefe 
gardens alfo furnifh Citrons, Oranges, Limes, Pomegranates, and Bedams. 
The fig too, and fome other trees, are to be found here; the moft common 
ones are the Date and Gum Arabic. The gentlemen of our factory feemed 
quite unacquainted with the latter. The jeffamin, and damafk rofe, grow at 
Narban, in the neighbourhood of Gombroon; the latter we faw in bloom 
when we were there. We were told of apples, grapes, peaches, apricots, 
plumbs and walnuts, being to be had in plenty in their proper feafons; 
the two laft we eat of, but they were dry, and of the laft year. Butchers 
meat, poultry, oyfters, (the beft I met with in A/a) prawns, and many 

other 
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ether forts of fifh, are to be had in great abundance. Perfam wine is 1758. 
furnifhed at the company’s expence to all their fervants, and is the beft 

wine ] ever tafted, except claret; it cofts about twenty-pence the bottle. 

The company allow alfo their fervants Madeira wine, and feveral other 
articles neceffary for their table. Hither the company fend fine woollen 

eloth, and fome lead, and carry away Carminian woo] and copper. 


Perfia produces alfo many other articles of trade, but our Eaf India 
coinpany do not concern themfelves about them, leaving the profits arifing 
from thence to private adventurers. Thofe products are Affa-fetida, Hing 
or Hingra (which is a finer fort of Affa-fatida) Dragon's blood, Opopanax, 
Sagepenum, Kutnus (which has the appearance of {prigs of trees, and 1s 
ufed in dying red) Cummin-feeds, Almonds, Kifmas (a {mall fort of raifins 
without ftones) black raifins of the fun, Pifachia-nuts, Prunes, Mangos, 
and Dates, which laft come not to fo great perfection in any other part of 
the world, as in thofe places which border on the Perfaw gulph. 


About twenty-four miles from Gombroon, at a place called Genow, a hot 
fpring or bath has been difcovered: hither the people of the country. 
refort for the cure of all their difeafes.. Mr. Parker told me, that it had 
been found ufeful in moft cutaneous diforders; he had the curiofity to 
bring fome bottles of the water from thence, evaporated it by the fire, and 
found the Refiduum to be chiefly fulphur. He gave it to fome of his 
patients, and it acted as a gentle puree. At the diftance of half a mile 
from the factory at Gombroos, ftill remains the fo much celebrated Banian 
tree: it did not appear to me to expand itfelf equal to that in Trevandepa- 
rum, four miles diftant from Fort St. David, under whofe fhade and 
branches, Mr. Dotdge computed that ten thoufand men might ftand without 
incommoding themfelves, allowing fix men to a yard fquare; and feveral 
people have built houfes under the arches which have been formed by the 
limbs dropping down fibres, which take root and become another tree, united 
to the firft. The arches which thefe different ftocks make, are Gothic, and 
fomewhat like the arches in Weftminfter-ball. The leaves of this tree are 
a bright fhining green, flefhy, and oval, about fix inches long: the fruit ts 
a fig, but the birds eat them as foon as they appear. 


There is another tree of this fort in the Cocoa-nat grove at Bombay, on the 
road to the arbour near Malabar hill, which is the third largeft and moft fhady 
of any I have ever feen; but this laft differs from the other two in this remark- 
able circumftance, that none of its branches have defcended into the earth, 
and formed (as the two others have done) new trunks or trees *. It appears 
indeed to have made fome efforts towards it, but the rooty fhoots have not yet 


* Although this has the fame leaf as the other two, and goes by the fame name, yet probably 
tis of a different {pecies. | 3 
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1758. ftruck the ground. The fingle body however, or trunk of the tree at Bombay, 1s 

of much larger dimenfions than any one of the many bodies or trunks belong- 
ing to thofe near Fort St. David and Gombroon. Under that on the Coromandel 
coatt, are the ruins of fome houfes; and it is commonly related (in order 
to make the tree appear the more marvellous) that this one tree once fhaded 
a whole town. At a fmall diftance from this tree near Gombroon, there is a 
Pagoda or temple, in a very ruinous condition, except a {mall part, which 
is kept in good repair, and much frequented by the Gentoos in their devo- 
tions. The Gentoos likewife worfhip under the fhade of thofe trees which 
grow near Fort St. David and Bombay, but with this material difference, 
that at the two laft places they have no + Pagodas built with mens hands, 
any more than the Druids of old had, who under their confecrated oak wor- 
fhipped one fupreme God, immenfe and infinite, and could not think of 
confining their adoration to the narrow limits of a temple, which they 
deemed would be quite inconfiftent with thofe attributes. In like manner, 
the Banian tree is held facred by the Gentoos, who are almoft as fenfibly 
hurt by your cutting or lopping off one of its fuperfluous branches, as if you 
were to murilate or deftroy a cow, between whofe facred horns they often 
place their hand, when they make their moft folemn oaths, and appeals to 
the Deity. 


Our countryman Mr. Zickel has taken notice of this tree in the follow- 
ing lines. 


a 


‘ Like the fam’d Banian tree, whofe pliant fhoot 

** To earthward bending, of itfelf takes root, 

¢ Till like their mother plant, ten thoufand ftand 

«¢ In verdant arches on the fertile land; 

‘¢ Beneath her fhade the tawny Indians rove, 

“© Or hunt at large through the wide echoing grove.” 


“ 


We here found the afs a very ufeful creature; I rode twice on one to 
Narban, and my brother travellers made ufe of the fame conveyance in a 
jaunt to Afein. The road to this laft place is over a chain of barren, inhof- 
pitable mountains, where are not only many dreadful precipices, which 
you muft neceffarily pafs over, but alfo large pieces of cragged rocks, which 
hang over your head, and feem to threaten you with immediate deftruétion. 


+ Herodotus tells us, that the Perfans erected neither ftatues, temples, nor altars to their 
gods; but offered their facrifices in the open air, and generally on the tops of hills, or high 
places. Book I. chap. 131. 

Cicero fuppofes it to have been through the advice and inftigation of the Magi, that Xerxes, 
the Perfian king, burnt all the Grecian temples, efteeming it injurious to the majeity of god to 
fhut up him within walls, to whom all things are open, and to whom the whole world fhould 
be reckoned as an houfe or a temple. His words are thefe: ‘‘ Audtoribus Magis Xerxes 
inflammaffe templa Grecie dicitur, quod parietibus includerunt deos, quibus omnia debe- 


rent effe patentia ac libera, quorumque hic mundus omnis templum effet & domus. Cic. /. 
Be de Legibus. | 


Frem 
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From a mile without Gombroon, all the way to Ajein, there is not the 1758, 
leaft herbage or pafture to be feen. Round the company’s houfe indeed, ‘emu 
there is a tolerable good garden, and what makes it of more value, there 
are in it fome wells of excellent water, which is carried every day to Goma 
éroon upon camels for the ufe of the factory. At the back of che factory 
houfe, there are ten or twelve large guns towards the land; and at the 
entrance of the gate towards the fea, there are a few others, but of {fo {mall 
a bore that unlefs a fhip anchors very near the fhore, and the wind blows 
at the fame time off the land, their report cannot be heard; which was 
exactly our cafe, when they returned the falute which we gave them from 


the Swallow. 


| The kingdom of Perfia had for feveral years been torn to pieces by civil 
wars. At this time, there were four competitors for the empire; and till 
lately there was a fifth named Azet Khan, but his forces were entirely de- 
feated, himfelf forced to fly to Baghdad for protection, and his power ruined, 
by an unfuccefsful battle he fought againft Hamet Schab, his rival in the 
Affghan or Pytan country. Nauzir Khan, one of the four, refided at Laar, 
not far diftant from Gombroon,; and this is he who by the European gentle- 
men there is called Our Khan, as living in their neighbourhood, and to 
whofe power the governors or Sheicks thereabouts are obliged to fubmit. 
I was told that this Khan, or general (as is the meaning of the word Kan, 
Khan, or Cawn in the Perfian language) had not above tive thoufand troops 
in his pay, but that he poffeffed many ftrong-holds and garrifons among 
mountains almoft inacceffible,; and that he had lately forced Kerim Khan, 
another of the competitors, who with a great army had befieged him in the 
city of Laar, to retire without fuccefs. 


A fkirmifh happened a few days before our arrival, near ein, which 
was occafioned by the ill behaviour of a certain Sheick, who being in pof- 
feffion of a fort with a garrifon of three or four hundred men, frequently 
interrupted the wool trade from Carminia going to the Englj/b and Dutch 
factories at Gombroon. Complaint having been made of this to Nauzir 
Khan, he immediately marched with a body of troops, attacked the fort, 
and took it; but unfortunately the Sheick made his efcape, with fome of 
his people, to another petty Sheick in the neighbourhood, who Joined the 
fugitives, and together made up a body of fome hundred men. Nauzir 
Kban marching againft them in perfon, detached an officer before with a 
{mall body of troops, who foon got up with the enemy, gave them battle, 
killed about feventy of them, took prifoners as many more, and difperfed 
the reft. Elated with this fuccefs, the victors lay, as they imagined, in per- 
fect fecurity, and fo fuffered part of their troops to ftraggle and plunder ; 
one of thefe moroding parties was furprized by their lately defeated enemy, 
the chief officer of the Khan was killed a the fpot, with four or five 
others of inferior rank, and the furgeon of the Enghjh factory at Gombroon 
was called on to affift thofe who were wounded. : sad 

2 


f 20% J : 


1758. Muley Aly, the Perfian governor of Gombroon is an Arab. The iftands oF 

vey Ormus and Larac are fubjeét to him. He has three fhips of war lying 
at the former, but they are in no condition to put to fea. ‘The forts under: 
his command are alfo out of repair, His ufual place of refidence is: 
Ormus,, or he is fure to fly thither upon every alarm of: the Khan’s ap- 
proach; and as Ke has been very. backward in paying thofe duties which. 
are required from him, he is under continual: apprehenfions of a vifit from: 
that General. Befide the iflands of Ormus and Larac, Ki/me another ifland. 
inhabited by Perfians, but of no great note, is at prefent under Muley Aly’s 
government, though till: very lately quite independant of him. The late 
governor of this ifland for many years bravely refifted all. the attempts of 
Maley Aly; lived to the age of fourfcore, and died at laft in his bed, at 
the very time that Muley Aly was befieging his principal fortrefs, which we: 
obferved, as failing by it, to be advantageoufly feated on a hill. It was 
generally imagined, that this laft expedition of Muley Aly’s would not 
have been attended with greater fuccefs than his:former, had not the death 
of the governor given an unlucky turn to the affairs of the fiege. For 
foon after that event, the garrifon found themfelves under a neceffity of. 
furrendering ; and Muley-Ayy, to give (as-he thought) the greater eclat to his: 
fucceffes, caufed the head of the brave, deceafed governor,-to be.cut off, and. 
returned in triumph with it to Banderabafi, amd: Ormus.. 


This military robber * has-a bad: character among our people ;.he has. 
been often threatened by Nauzir Khan, and probably. would long. fince have: 
been made a public example of, were it not for-his connection with a power-. 
ful Sheick on the Arabian fhore, whofe daughter he married, and who 3s. 
always ready to affift him with veffels totranfport him to the. ifles, and with: 
troops to defend himfelf there in cafe he fhould be attacked. 


I cannot conclude this aecount of the fituatiom of affairs at:Gombroon, with-- 
cut paying a juft compliment to the great prudence and fagacity of the Engli/b: 
and Dutch factories eftablifhed there, who amidft all.the fhocks-and convul-- 
ficns of a civil war among the Perfians, have met-with. little or no interup- 
tion in their trade from any of. the contending parties ;.it being a: maxim 
with: them, to fide openly with none of the competitors, and yet at the. fame: 
time to keep well with all: for this end, civil letters,.and fometimes pre- 
fents, have been thought: indifpenfably neceffary.. 


As the Brifotlj the French Prigate, was in Baffora river, Mr.. Douglas was’ 
hereby prevented: from difpatching the Swcce/s. Grab with us to Baffora, as: 
he had been direéted by the governor and. council of: Bombay; he not 
thinking it prudent, under the prefent.circumftances, to truft the company’s: 
bales, which were her intended loading,.in a veffel of: fuch little force.. 


* Itis believed, that he fecretly.affifted the French Count ae Effaing in his attack and conqueft. 
of our factory houfe at Gomércon, in the year 1759. : 
This. 
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This delay was the more difagreeable to us, being quite unexpected, as 1758, 
no French fhip of war had made its appearance tn thofe feas, fince the “-———_s 
commencement of the difpute between the two nations. We flattered 
ourfelves at the time we left Calcutta, of having a quick aflage to Ba/- 
fora, and of being able to join the Caravan which goes from thence to 
Aleppo, early in the {pring ; but unfortunately for us, our views of that kind 
were now entirely difconcerted! But the interruption we met with from 
the French fhip, was not the firft difficulty we had experienced in our tedi- 
ous voyage: a thoufand befides had intervened to prolong our paffage, 
which coft us many ferious reflections, efpecially on account of the public 
difpatches we were entrufted with, the fpeedy delivery of which we had 
reafon to believe would be of the utmoft confequence to the nation; and 
therefore we thought it our duty to run all rifks in getting to England as 
faft as poffible. Accordingly we refolved to hire one of the common, but 
uncomfortable veffels of the Gulph, called a Trankey, and to proceed in her 
to Baffora, difguifed like Arabs. Upon our making application to Mr. 
Douglas for this purpofe, he was fo obliging as to fend a boat to Ki/ne 
to procure us one; but no anfwer arriving trom thence for feveral days, 
we grew quite impatient, and refolved to addrefs Mr. Douglas by letter to 
favour us with fome veffel to carry us up the Gulph as far as Karec, an ifland 
belonging to the Dutch; to the governor of which, Baron Kniphaufen, we 
had a letter of recommendation. Mr. Douglas, after mature confideration, 
confented to this requeft, and accordingly ordered the Succels Grab, Cap- 


tain Lindefey, to put us afhore on that ifland. — 


Dd2 CHAP. 
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Cc H A P. IV. 


The run from Gombroon up the Perfian Gulph.—Arrival at the ifland of 
Karec.—Our generous reception by Baron Kniphaufen the governor.—Ac- 
count of that gentleman’s difpute with the-Turkith government at Baffora, 
and his eftablifoment at Karec.—State of that ifland at the time of our ar- 
rival. — The pearl-jfifoery, natural curiofities.—The manners and cuftoms- 
of the Arabs, and Perfians.— Anecdotes of the famous Thamas Kuli 
Khan, with an account of the prefent competitors for the crown of Perfia— 
Anecdotes of a late governor of Batavia~—Porty thoufand Chinefe maffacred' 
there in one night.—Negottation with the Sheick of Grane for conducting 

us over the Defert.—Defcription of the feveral fmoking tubes made ufe of in 
India.—The author and bis brother-travellers arrive at Baffora,. 


N the evening of the 17th of March we took our leave of Gombroon;, 

and on the rath paffed by Congo-Bender, formerly a town of elegance: 
and confiderable trade belonging to the Portuguefe, but now in a moft rui- 
nous condition. The fame day we came to an anchor at Ling, a {mall vil- 
lage, about a league from Congo, and there took in another pilot to carry- 
us up to Karec. At eight o’clock we got under fail again with a fine 
eafterly wind. Friday the 24th we paffed by the ifles of Ki/me, Polloar,. 
Kyes, Inderabie, Shittewar, and Bufbeel. Some of thefe were quite. barren ;. 
on others we obferved a few trees or bufhes, and little fifhing towns, with, 
two or three Trankeys lying on fhore. The Date trees were thinly fcatterect: 
among the hills, and though a fmall portion of green might here and 
there be difcovered, yet fuch was the barrennefs of thefe iflands in general,, 
that it was for fome time a matter of furprize to us, how fheep and 
goats could poffibly fubfift there: But upon a clofer examination, when. 
afhore, we found that the ground produced a fmall-leaved juicy mallows,, 
which feems to be the principal food of thefe animals. The Perfian coatt. 
afforded a moft romantic profpect, [t appeared to us at firlt to be one. 
continued rock, rent and torn afunder by earthquakes, but we afterwards. 
os that fome part of it was only fand, hardened by the rains and. 
un. | 


On the 25th we had the wind from the north-weft, which obliged us to. 


drop anchos, to prevent the fhip being driven. back by the ebb tide.. 
| We- 
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We caught this day feveral forts of fith; fuch as the Bonerta, plaice, bream, 1758. 
conger-eel, &c. &c, At nine o’clock a breeze fprin ing up from the fouth- “px. 
‘ward, we again made fail, and paffed by a little fifhing town on the Per- 

fran fhore, called Shewee, where there appeared to be a {mall {quare fort, 

which by our pilot’s account, has a few guns, and is kept in fome fort of 

repair. Engli{o thips trading in this gulph from Bombay, frequently take in 
rock-falt for ballaft, and fell it on the Malabar coaft for about thirty Rupees 

the ton, which is almoft all clear gain. Captain Lixd/ey prefented me with 

two pieces of metal-ore, and one of rock-falt, which he got from the 

land of Ormus, where both are found in great plenty. 


In our:run thus far from Gombroon, two prefents came off to us from as 
many Perfian Sheicks: One was of a goat, and fome eggs; the other of 
eggs only. Our captain fent them fome rice in return. We found the wea- 
ther hitherto very cool and pleafant. The evenings were made damp by 
dews, and we had no caufe to complain of heat in the night, although fix 
of us flept in one cabbin. 


Sunday the z6th we found ourfelves abreaft of Narban point: It termi- 
nates in a long and low piece of land, which runs off into the gulph, from 
the foot of the Perfan hills. Mr. Parker, an officer on board the Succe/s, 
informed us, that about two years before, he was between this point and 
the main land, where he difcovered a channel, in which a fhip of goo tuns. 
might ride: he farther acquainted us, that the Portugue/e had once a fettle- 
ment here, (and indeed, upon the main land, the ruins of their fa¢tory- 
houfe are ftill to be feen) where they alfo funk fome wells, the remains of 
which may eafily be traced. Mr. Parker added, that at this place a large 
river empties itfelf into the fea, and that the adjacent country is in fubjec- 
tion to two Arad chiefs. One refides up the country about three miles from 
Narban point, and is tributary to the other, who lives on the oppofite fide 
of the river. Here providence feems to have allotted a fpot of ground, 
amidft inbofpitable rocks and deferts, capable of affording the kind pro- 
duction of vegetables for the benefit of man and beatt.. 


On the 27th at nine in the morning we were abreaft of Cape Ver- 
diftan, diftant from Cape Narban twelve leagues. Hitherto in our paf- 
fage so we kept as near to the Perjian fhore as poffible, for the 
advantage of anchoring when the tide ebbed, or the wind was contrary ; 
and alfo.for avoiding the French frigate, which we were apprehenfiye we: 
fhould fall in with, if we approached too near the Arabian Shore. 


Arabia Felix was at this time governed by two fovereigns ; one of whom: 
-pefided at Mufcat. This city, is a place of trade, as before obferved, and 
ftands at the entrance of that part of the gulph which is called Ormus, and 
is the capital of his dominions, whence the chief is ftiled King of Mujcat.. 
The other has the title of King of Mo/cha, whofe chief refidence is ne 

orders, 
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4758. ‘borders of the gulph of that name, otherwife called the Red Sea. Thete 
Aeanyoeed two princes are no way tributary to the Grand Segnior.; ‘but are both in- 
:dependant in their refpective dominions, aad :govern the whole country of 

Arabia Felix, from the fouthern extremities:of he two gulphs, even as far 

almoft as Mecca. The province of Macca:is governed by a Beglerbeg, who 

refides at Yudda, and is in a manner an independant fovereign:: He ftiles 

himfelf Monarch, and accumulates great wealth by the rich prefents which 

‘are yearly made to him by the devout Turks, Arabians, and Perfians, in 
their-pilgrimages to Medina and Mecca, the birth and burial places of their 


prophet Mahomet *. : 


In the morning of the 28th we plainly difcovered the Sa/t mountains, 
‘(which running out into the fea, form Cape Verdiftan) and opened the 
‘high land to the northward of it. We were now in expectation of feeing 
‘the ifland of Karec in.a day or two, being only ‘thirty-fix leagues diftant. 
“This day, a large loouft, and a beautiful fea-fnake, about four feet long, 
_and.ten inches round, floated near the veffel. We had little or no wind all 
this night; but at 7 the next morning, a light, fair-breeze {fprang up, and 
-continued till ten, -when we difcovered the Jand called Fia/ala on our ftar- 
‘board bow, about -feven leagues off. On the goth we came in fight of the 
‘long wifhed-for ifand;, at 8 at nigh: we came to an anchor off Karec, 
in 20 fathom water, having had gentle breezes all the day. It lies in 29° 
a’ north latitude. ‘Early the next morning we made fail again, and foon 
ran within two leagues of a fort, which ftands on the north fide of the 
ifland, at the end of a low point, that ftretches towards another flat fandy 


ifland, called Cargo. 


At half pafteight, a Dutch boat came off, with two letters of Mr. Shaw’s, 
cour company’s -refident at Baffora. One was. written in French, addreffed 
to the Dutch mafter attendant at Karec, defiring him to fend the other (En- 
glifo) \etter to all fhips of our nation, which might come ite an anchor off 
Karec, or be feen in the offing. This letter was dated the oth of March, 
and informed us of ‘the Briffo?’s being in Baffora river; that fhe carried 
30 guns, had 85 Europeans on board, and that the reft of her complement 
was made up of Indians and Lafcars, in the whole, about 140 men. Mr. 
Shaw added, “ that fhe would probably take in a loading of corn, and con- 
voy another French fhip, which had lain in the river ever fince the com- 
mencement of the-war: that this Jaft was of about 300, or 350 tons bur- 
then, and carried 20 guns three pounders; that the enemy gave out, 
they were to ftay in the river fome months longer, and fhould they wait 
to take in frefh corn, this might probably be the cafe; that they had their 


* A good Turk, Arab, and Moor never fails once in his life to make this pHgrimage in 
perfon, but a Perfian generally does it by proxy. In Mecca they pretend to fhew the houfe 
of Abrabam or Ibrahim, and at a little diftance from it the mount an which he was to have 
offered up his fon J/aac, 
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tep-mafts an end, but had difcharged their pilots.” Upon the whole, he 1768 
gave it as his opinion, that the two French veftels could not be going yet ‘ceesieatiay 
but advifed all mafters, in proceeding up the gulph, to call at every 

port, where he would not fail to lodge. intelligence. He concluded with 

daying, “that fhould any Engl thips get into Baffora river, they would 

then be fafe, as he was perfuaded, the country power would interpofe to pre- 

vent hoftilities.”’ 


We came to: an anchor in the road about one o’clock in. the afternoon, 
faluted the fort with eleven guns, and received the fame number in return. 
Captain Lindefey, Meflieurs Doidge and Pye went on fhore after dinner. The 
Grab faluted them on their putting off with nine guns, and at their landing 
they were received by the fecond in council, and the military officer, who 
introduced them to Barou Kuiphaufen, to whom they delivered Mr. Gee’s 
letter of recommendation. The fame evening Captain Lindefey came on 
board,. and gave us an account, that the Baron (who had given them the 
moft genteel and friendly reception) had in his opinion fuggefted an excel- 
lent plan for our future proceedings, having recommended it to Mr. Doidge, 
that we fhould land at Grane on the Arabian fhore, and fet out from thence 
over the Great Defert for Aleppo. ‘That the Baron knew it to be a road fre- 
quented by people of trade; that an European, attended only by a fingle 
fervant, had fafely travelled over it, and that the journey would not take up 
more than 25 days. Captain Linde/ey tarther added, that fhould we approve 
of the fcheme, the Baron would immediately fend a Felacca with a met 
fenger to Grane, who fhould bring the Sheick of that place (a man greatly 
obliged to him, and in fome meafure under his influence) to Karec, 
with him he did not doubt, but he fhould be able to concert a plan for 
conveying us fafe to Aleppa.. 


The next morning, Lieutenant Fames Alms, Captain Lindefey, Mr. Psgot, 
and myfelf, went on fhore, and were very genteely received by the 
Baron. We were met by Meffieurs Dotdge and Pye, Mynbeer Bofman the 
fecond; Mr. Rodingfon, an enfign in the Dutch artillery, but of Engh/b ex- 
traction, and who {poke our language tolerably well; Mynbeer Niécolt the 
company’s accomptant; Mynbeer Tilick the furgeon; and Mynbeer Binkey, 
the mafter attendant. The Baxon prefently opened to us his plan for. our: 
future journey, and. it appearing to be a route as little hazardous, as any. 
we had yet thought of, and more expeditious (though lefs commodious). 
than that by Baghdad, we unanimoufly agreed to put ourfelves entirely un- 
der. the Baxon’s diretion,; who gave immediate orders for the Feluccats 
going to Grane to bring. the Sheick of that place to Karee.. - 


In the evening we took a walk to the fouth end of the ifland, accompa- 
nied by Mr. Rodingfon, and paffed through fome agreeable fhelds of corn, 
a few ears of which were then ripe, and fome gardens, where we faw 
eole-worts, beans, and peafe in perfection, We could not. but take so 

3 alfo 
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| Idi et with in the way, fuppofed 
58. large handfome building which we met with in ¢ y, fup 
Ri ae noe people to be the tomb of Meer Mahomet the fon of Ah, 
ai much renowned for his piety, and who : faid - ae = oie ee 
g them. The Baron however affured us, that this Rollo! 
i, cece uaa for that Meer Mahomet Dard agg toy or 
under this tomb, that he never was once s - ner Fie of ie Mab 


ini nfirmed 

His opinion, and which was co ' | 
and Papas is, that this monument was only erected in Je ema and 
honour of that fage, and that neither his, nor the bones of any other per- 


ere depofited under it. He obferved, it was poffible this tomb 
pe nee have been a Portuguefe chapel; and that after thofe people had 
deferted the ifland, the Perfans had changed it’s form into that it now 
bears. This opinion is probably well founded, for from the appearance of 
the ftone-mafonry, and the painted tiles above the door, it was very evident 
that fome parts at leaft of this building were of modern conftruction. Juft 
before we reached this tomb, we entered, and furveyed with great atten- 
tion, a long fubterraneous paflage, made for the conveyance of water 
from the oppofite fide of an hill; which (according to the Perfian cuftom) 
has at proper diftances, holes cut through the furface of it, for the 
admiffion of light and air. We obferved alfo at this fouth end (which 
is the higheft part of the ifland) fome caverns hewn out of the folid rock, 
which feem to have been the dwelling-places of the firft inhabitants. There 
were alfo two or three ftractures here, which appeared to have been once _ 
appropriated to religious ufes, perhaps they were Portuguefe churches; 
and what ferves to confirm this opinion, is, that a crucifix had been dif- 
covered cut on One of the walls. 


The next day we began pitching the four tents which we had furnith- 
ed ourfelves with at Calcutta; but before we had finifhed with the largeft, 
our dining-tent, the Baron paid us a vifit, and put an entire ftop to our 
proceedings, afluring us, that thofe high and fpacious tents, were by no 
means calculated tor our purpoie, fince they would certainly difcover us a 
great way off, and give even thoie sirads that were about us, too high an 
opinion of our coniequence ; they were alfo, he obferved, too heavy and un- 
wieldy, and promifed to provide us with proper ones in their ftead. He 
had with him feveral radian merchants, who all joined in what the Baron 
had faid. After he had thus paffed his judgment on our tents, he went 
on examining the other part of our baggage, and could not help fmiling 
at_a two-wheel chaife we had brought with us, in hopes of it’s being 
ufeful in our journey over the Defert. We knew indeed that no fuch 
thing was ufed in common either in Turkey or Perfia, yet as we imagined we 
might be able to get horles either at Bafora or Baghdad, we had pleafed 
ourlelves with the thoughts of being fometimes relieved from the Camel’s 
untoward motion by this means; and in fuch roads as fhould turn out 
rugged or tandy, we had formed a fcheme of taking the chaife to pieces, 
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and throwing it on a camel’s back *. We were not quite , 
practicability of this fcheme, but concluded, that at ake i peer Lhe 
make a prefent of it to Mr. Shaw at Baffora, to whom we Aattered ourfelves 

it might be acceptable, having heard that Mr. Dorrel, his predeceffor, had 

made ufe of a two-wheel chaife at that place. The Arabs feemed preatly 
furprized at the conftruction of this vehicle, and many of them with much 
pleafantry, placed themfelves in the feat of it. We hoped that the Baron 

himfelf might be prevailed upon to accept of the chaife, though from the 

— appearance of the whole ifland, there was but little reafon to expect 

It -f. 


From the chaife, the Baron caft an eye on fome other things we had 
brought, and talked of making a ftill greater alteration, but faid, he would 
let that alone ull after the arrival of the Sheick from Grane. He approved 
much of our fufils, bayonets, and piftols, as well as of the canvas and lea- 
ther-portmanteaus, which we had procured to be made on board the Grab, 
in lieu of common wooden trunks. He advifed us to take no finery with 
us, efpecially no gold or filver lace, but to appear as plain as poffible ; to 
make our journey in the habit of Turkifb janizaries, for as the Arabs well 
knew thofe gentlemen not to be rich, we might probably go on in this dif- 
suife with little interruption. Our camp-tables and ftools, according to the 
Baron’s plan, were to go no farther, and our clafp-cots were to be fent 
back alfo to Bombay, as being of no kind of ufe in our future journey, fince 
we muft fleep on the ground. Had we been fo fortunate as to have met 
with fo able a counfellor either at Calcutta or Bombay, it would have faved us 
at leaft two hundred and fifty pounds fterling: but what was paft could 
not be recalled, and I have now only to wifh, that our miftakes in this re- 
fpect may be of advantage to future travellers. 


Baron Kniphaufen is a Prufian by birth, brother to the late Emba/- 
fador of that name at London, of a middle age, and was formerly in his 
Prufian majcfty’s fervice, but from fome difguft left it, and ferved as a hieu- 
tenant ina regiment of French dragoons. He afterwards went to the Eaf 
Indies, and was appointed refident to the Dutch company at Baffora, where 
he unluckily fell into a difpute with the Turki/b government, the particulars 
of which are as follow.—The Baron one morning received a meffage, that 
the governor defired to fpeak with him: he haftened to the palace, and 
according to cuftom fat in the outer room, among fome of the gas of the 
court. A fervant having been fent in to acquaint the governor that the 
Baron was waiting in obedience to his commands, brought for anfwer, 


* We afterwards forely repented that we had not taken the chaife with us. 


Non eft aptus equis Ithace locus, ut neque planis 
Porrectus {patiis, neque multe prodigus herbe. 
Hor. Epift. Lib. 1. 
Ee that 
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1758. that his mafter was not ready to receive him. Not long after, another 
: fervant came out, and defired him to walk into an inner apartment; which 
he had no fooner done, but an officer there in seri abruptly told him, 
that he was his prifoner. The Baron was exceedingly furprized, and enqui- 
ring into the reafon of his being treated in fuch a manner, was anfwered, 
that “‘it was for being criminal with Zurki/ women, and defrauding the 
Government of it’s cuftoms.” He infifted on the proofs being produced ; 
but was only.told in general that both the charges were well fupported, and 
that from henceforward he was to look upon himfelf as in prifon, He then 
demanded a fair trial, but that favour was refufed him. He remained 
confined for feveral days, and during the whole time, perfons were em- 
loyed to perfuade him to accommodate matters with a fum of money. 
This, he for a while abfolutely refufed to do, demanding the proofs, and 
complaining loudly of his ill treatment. Some days had now paffed away, 
and the Baron having made no overture of a pecuniary compromife, the 
* Mufti (who in this country is both prieft and judge) was fent for, and de- 
fired to declare what punifhment the law denounced againft an Infidel who 
fhould prefume to lie with a Mabometan woman? He replied, “* Death.”— 
He was then told, that there was a certain perfon now in prifon, who was 
undoubtedly guilty of this crime, and that he (the Mufti) had been fent 
for to pafs fentence upon him in form, in writing, and under his own fig- 
nature. He honeftly replied, that he could not poffibly do it, ’till he had 
feen the prifoner, heard what the witneffes had to fay, and was fully fatisfied 
in his own mind of the truth of the charge laid againft him. Thefe forma- 
lities, he was told, ought to be difpenfed with on the prefent occafion, for 
it was as Clear, as the light at noon-day, that the prifoner was guilty. It 
was intimated alfo to him, that the governor had not the lea{t intention to 
take away the Baron’s life, but his fole defign in confining him, was to 
frighten him, and if poffible amend him by making him to pay down a 
large fum for his pardon. The venerable and upright Mufti begged to be 
exculed from having any hand in fuch a bufinefs, declaring it to be his 
duty to fit as a juft and uncorrupt judge, and that as the law gave the pri- 


foner a right to a fair and impartial tryai, he certainly fhould have it at all 
events, | 


The affair ftood thus in fufpenfe for a little time, when the Baron was 
informed of fome underhand dealings of Mynbeer ***#HHHHHH his fecond, 
which niade him refolve immediately to compromife matters with the Turki/h. 
government. He fent therefore for the proper officer, and defired to know 
what was the fum required for his releafe? and whether he would favour 


* What the Muftis are in Turky, the Sheicks-Salem are in Perfia, and the Imaums in Arabia. 
There is a great difference between a Sheick-Salem and a common Sheick. The former is both 
Let a judge, whereas the latter means no more than the father of the family, or people, 
about him, 
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him with his good offices for an accommodation? The Turk readily promited 1758: 
his beft affiftance, but faid, he feared it would not be lefs than one hundred 
thoufand rupees. The Baron demurred, and complained heavily of the 
enormous fum that was fixed, but all his complaints were to no manner of 
purpofe. At laft, he told the Turk, he would that evening pay down his 
all, amounting to fifty thoufand rupees, ftay in Baffora only the next day, 
and depart in a Dutch fhip the day following; bur as by this ftep, his 
fecond would be fure to fucceed to the refidency, the governor might, if 
he pleafed, demand a complimentary loan from him of thirty thoufand 
rupees, and make up the remaining twenty out of the private fortune of 
the Banian, who was employed in doing the bufinefs of the Dutch factory 
here, and with whofe conduct in the prefent difpute, the Barow had great 
reafon to be difpleafed. The hint was relifhed and accepted; the Baron 
was immediately ufhered into one of the beft rooms of the Seragiio, where 
the governor and his 4gas were fitting, the money was fent for, and paid 
down, and the prifoner fet at liberty. The Dutch fecond, and other Euro- 
pean gentlemen were in company together, when they firft heard of the 
Baron’s enlargement. The fecond immediately waited upon him, and was 
very inquifitive to know the terms of his deliverance, but received no 
fatisfactory anfwer; the Baron only coldly telling him, that he fhould the 
next day embark for Batavia, where he would account for the whole of 
his conduct, and there only. | 


Mynbeer ****#****** was now looked upon as chief or refident, and re- 
ceived the ufual compliments on the occafion. He was fent for to court, 
and befides being congratulated by the governor and all his gas on his 
new promotion, he was honoured with a rich Peltfe, or filk veft lined with 
ermine. He went home in the higheft fpirits, and without doubt hugged 
himfelf in the fuccefs of the day. But how foon did the fcene change ! 
that very afternoon, a meffenger was difpatched to him from the gover- 
nor, with a demand of thirty thoufand rupees. le was aftonifhed at the 
unlooked for tidings; he raved, curfed and fwore; refufed to pay the 
money, and infifted upon being told why it was required of him. The 
meffenger dryly told him, that it was but a neceffary compliment to the 
governor, from a man who had fo lately received fuch honours, and who 
had fo fortunately gotten into poffeffion of a poft of fuch confequence. Upon 
this, he flew to the Baron, who referred him to others for better advice 
than he could give him. He afterwards repaired to the Seraglio, to com- 
plain of his ill ufage, but here too he met with no redrefs: the thirty 
thoufand rupees were paid down, and fo were the twenty thoufand by the 


Banian. 


The day following, the Baron embarked; but he was no fooner on board, 
than he received a meffage from the governor, inviting him to come back 
again, with affurances of his protection, and readinefs to receive from 


him any complaint he had to make againft any other European gentlemen. 
| Ee.2 The 
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The Baron confidering that the money was gone, and that he fhould after- 
wards be as liable to infult and impofition as he had been already, declined 
the invitation, and immediately failed for the little ifle of Karec, where he 
fafely landed: having attentively furveyed the fpot, he at that time laid 
the plan (in conjunction with the Sheick of Bundarick) of what he after- 
wards executed with fo much fuccefs. He carried a letter from the Sbeick, 
addreffed to the general and council at Batavia, in which he offered to put 
the Dutch in poffeffion of the ifland, and to furrender up to them his right 
of fovereignty. However, before the Baron left Karec, he took care to 
difpatch a meffenger acrofs the Defert to the Dutch embaflador at Conftan- 
tinople, complaining of the violation of treaties, and of the affront which 
had been offered to all European powers, by his late unjuft imprifonment.. 
He moreover defired the embaffador to apply to the Grand Vizier, that the 
Dutch might have liberty to refent the governor of Baffora’s behaviour, and 
that they might alfo have leave to fettle upon the ifland. Both thefe re- 
quefts were complied with, and the meffenger made his way back again to. 
Karec, before the Baron returned from Batavia. 


When the government of Baffora found, that the Baron-could not be pres. 
vailed on to come back to that place, they prefently drew up a letter of. 
complaint againft him to the general and council at Batavia in the moft 
exaggerating terms, but at the fame time took care not to mention a fyllable 
of the 100,000 rupees. The governor, and all the principal people of his. 
court, figned the letter, the honeft Mufti excepted. It was immediately 
fent away to Mr. Douglas at Gambroon, who was to: deliver it to ths 
Dutch agent there, and this laft gentleman was requefted to ufe his 
utmoft diligence in forwarding it to Batavia. The Baron, who fortunately 
knew of this ftep, went himfelf to Gombroon, and embarked on board the very 
fhip in which the letter was fent; confequently he got to Batavia in proper 
time to reply to every article of complaint that was exhibited againft him. 
This he did to the entire fatisfaction of the general and council; to whom 
he now propofed his fcheme of making a fettlement at Karec, and thereby 
putting their company’s affairs in the Perfan gulph on a more advantageous 
footing than ever. This being approved of by them, he failed from 
Batavia with two fhips and fifty men, and took poffeffion of Karec, 
the whole of whofe inhabitants at that time confifted. only of. about one 
hundred paor fifhermen. 


As he had brought but few. materials with him, and as. the government: 
at Batavia was very flow in fending him the fuccours they had promited, 
he was at firft driven to great ftraits in endeavouring to eftablith his new 
colony. At laft, he hit upon the expedient of fending for workmen from 
Perfia and Arabia, and with their affiftance built a little compact fort, 
fufficiently {trong again{t any of the country powers, and capable of defend- 
ing itfelf again{t any fhips in India, except thofe belonging to our Eat India. 
company. The want of materials indeed, and of a fufficient number of. 

work- 
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workmen, was not the only difficulty the Baron had at firft to ftruggle with; 1758. 
for at his coming on the coaft, he had the mortification to hear that his old “~~~ 
friend the Sheick of Bunderick had been murdered by his fecond fon, and 

that this unnatural villain having ufurped the fovereignty, threatened de- 
ftruction to him and his intended enterprize. No way intimidated however 

with thefe threats, he made good his landing, and began and perfected his 

work, 


This eftablifhment at Karec, was only a part of the Baron’s {cheme. 
There was fomething befides, which from the beginning he had never 
ence loft fight of, the reimburfing himielf, at the expence of the Turki/b 
government, the 50,000 rupees which had been fo unjuftly taken trom 
him at Baffora. For this purpofe, he kept his fhips in conftant readi- 
nefs to put to fea, and in the months of April and May, when he knew. 
the rich Turki/h veffels would be coming from the gulph, he ordered 
two of his fhips (for he had by this time fitted up a third) to cruize at the 
entrance of Baffora river, and not to fuffer any veffels to pafs without 
examination. ‘Thefe orders the captains of his two cruizers motft punctually 
fulfilled, and moreover frequently landed in their boats, and took away 
oxen, fheep, goats, and all other forts of provifion, from the fhore. While 
the Baron’s two fhips were thus commencing hoftilities in the mouth of 
Baffora river, two Turkifb veficls, very richly laden, touched at Karee 
for pilots, and to enquire into the caufe of the Dztch commanders 
conduct, as reported to them in their paffage up the gulph. The Baron 
entertained the Zurki/h captains in the mcict polite manner, and took care 
to furnifh them with every thing that could contribute either to the refrefh- 
ment of their fhips crews, or their own amufement. He pretended alfo to 
find great faule with the hoftilities committed by his two cruizers, and was 
politic cnough to perfuade the Zurkifh commanders not to depart from Karec, 
until the return of his own captains, when, faid he, you yourfelves fhall be 
witneffes of their being brought to a proper account for their paft beha- 
viour. He was all this while however very uneafy at his own untoward 
fituation,; being doubtful whether, in fpite of all his art, thefe two 
fhips might not by fome accident or other be alarmed, and make their 
way back again out of the gulph. He could not but reflect too, that he 
had no force with him at prefent capable of preventing it, there being 
but one fhip left at Karec, poorly manned, and {till worfe commanded , 
and the two Turki/b veffels carried at leaft two hundred and forty men, with 
guns in proportion. Add to this, that he was in daily, almoft In momentary. 
expectation of his enemy, the Sheick of Bundarick, {ending over his Tran- 
keys, filled with foldiers, to the affiftance of the Zurks. In this dilemma, 
he wifhed only for an opportunity of calling in his cruizers, but at the fame 
time defpaired of finding any. Luckily for him, at this very critical 
conjuncture, the mafter of a Trankey, bound to Baffora, applied to him 
for a pals; the Turkih captains feconded the requeft, the pafs was granted, 


and an order was fent with it to the commanding officer for the immediate 
I. return 
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return of the cruizers. In two or three days they appeared, to the no {mall 
joy of the Baron. And now, the Yurks, who before were prevented from 
failing by what they thought prudential reafons, were to their inexpreffible 
furprize, compelled to {tay by force. The hoftilities committed by the two 
cruizers at the mouth of the river, had given the government at Baffora the 
moft fenfible alarm; but how greatly was it increafed, when the news arrived 
of the Baron’s having detained the two rich fhips, which they had been 
anxioufly expecting from Surat! They immediately wrote to him, offering 
to pay back the 100,000 rupees, and in all other refpects to come to an 
amicable accommodation. The terms were readily accepted of, the money 
was paid, and the government of Bafera, and the Baron (who generoully 
reimburled Mynbeer ****** «**** and the Banian their fhare), have conunued 
on a friendly footing ever fince. 


Having circumftantially given the particulars of the Baron’s hiftory rela- 
tive to his firft fettling at Karec, 1 fhall fubjoin a defcription of the ftate of 
shat little ifand, at the time of our arrival. The fort is a fquare, builc 
of ftone, with four baftions, each of which hath eight guns mounted upon 
it; fix of thefe were in the two faces, and the others were fo contrived as to 
flank the two curtains. Before the gate, facing the fea, was a battery or 
ravelin, with twelve guns mounted, from fix to eighteen pounders. ‘There 
were allo thirty or forty more of various fizes lying upon the ground, for 
want of carriages. This irregularity in the weight of cannon, was owing to 
the Baron’s being obliged to get them as he could from different fhips, and 
at feveral times. An efplanade alfo extended itfelf about 200 yards, be- 
yond which, they had juft finifhed fome houfes for Europeans to dwell in, 
and a wall, which joined to thofe houfes. ‘This wall, it was defigned, 
fhould hereafter be continued from fea to fea, as.a fecurity to the fort and 
the inhabitants within. It ran nearly north-welt and fouth-eaft.—The fort 
was garrifoned with an hundred European foldiers. There was alfo a trian- 
gular baflion at the north-weft end of the ifland, mounted with fix guns; 
two of thefe pointed towards the fea, two tothe fhore, and the other two were 
to flank the intended curtain-wall of the town. About mid-way between 
this north wett point and the fort, there was a {mall pier-head of ftone- 
work, defigned to protect a little haven, whither all the Trankeys, Gallivats, 
and Feluccas run, when the fouth wind blows hard, and where they lay in 
perfect fecurity. In this haven we faw two or three armed Gallivats, with 
fix or eight carriage guns, which 1s fuperior to any force the Turks or their 
neighbours have in thefe feas. Upon the whole, the Barcn had made a 
furprizing progreis for the little time he had been upon the ifland, and it 
plainly appeared to us, that he intended to make it a very ftrong and 
wealthy place. 


In the middle of this ifland, are very high hills, which abound with a 
variety of fhells. Some fragments torn from their fides, gave us an op- 
portunity of difcovering feveral yards under the furface, an aftonifhing 


quantity 
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quantity of oyfter, fcallop, cockle, lamprey, barnicle, and other fhells. 1958, 
The common tree here, is the Banian; but none of the limbs yield thofe smjungs 
luxuriant fhoots which go downwards, and fix themfelves in the ground, as 

at Gombroon, atid Fort St. David.—The lavender-cotton fhrub is Found here 

in great plenty. Here are alfo partridges, wild pidgeons, wood-peckers, 

many kinds of fmali birds, befides gulls, €c. near the fea. 


Pearl oyfters have been found near this ifland, but as they lie in confider- 
able depths, not lefs than 13 or 14 fathom water, the divers (who were not 
very expert at the bufinefs) had not met with much fuccefs, at the time we 
were there. Some pearls of confiderable value however had been found, 
particularly one, very handfome and Jarge, which the Baron was fo polite 
as to prefent to Mr. Doidge. It had a Lu/us Nature upon it, ftrongly re- 
fembling the face of a human foetus in the early months of pregnancy. 


The Baron was very inquifitive about the diving-bell, and fome other 
Jate difcoveries made in England, for enabling men to keep a long while 
under water ; and defired Mr. Doidge to think of him on this article. He 
gave me alfo a commiffion to buy, and fend him out from England the 
following books and inftruments, viz. 


Dictionnaire de Bayle 
Moreri | Dernier edition. 
——— Oeconomique 
Cours de la {cience Militaire par Bardette de Villeneuve. 
Oeuvres de pica ( 
Toutes: 








———Boileau 
—Reenard 
Requier 
—Vertot 
L’Hiftoire d’Angleterre par Rapin. 
L’Hiftoire de France qu’on Jugera la meilleure. 
Lettres de Guy Patin. 
Oeuvres de Cyrano de Bergerac. 
Pe te fortes de Voyages particuliers, entre autres d’Ethiopie, d’Abyfinie, 
& Nubte. | 
Memoires et Voyages du Chevalier d’Ervieux. 
Toutes fortes de Memoires inftructives, ou amufantes. 
Toutes les Oeuvres du Marquis d’Argens. 
Hiftoire Generale des Voyages in 4to les 12 tomes, & ceux qui 
fuivent. 
_ Lua Mothe Je Vayer. 
Anecdotes de la Cour de Philippe Augufte; 8 autres de cette forte. 
Lettres edifiantes & curieufes. | 
Defcription de l’Amerique par le Pere Labat. 
Defcription d’Afrique. 











Toutes 
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758. Toutes fortes de Romans bien ecrits, foit Frangois, foit Anglois traduits 
tery en Francois. — | 7 4 
Don Quichotte, et toutes les Oeuvres de Cervantes. 
Dictionnaire Francois et Anglois; et Anglois et Francois; avec une bonne 
Grammaire. 
~ Quelques bons et nouveaux Livres fur l’Artillerie, la Fortification, et 
Attaques des Places ; de meme fur la Marine, et la Conftru¢tion des Vaiffeaux. 
Ditto, Sur )’ArchiteCture, et les Mechaniques, et Phifique experimentale ; 
enfin, tous les Livres que vous jugerez m’etre utiles. : _ *. 


The above catalogue is exactly copied from the Baron's original com- 
miffion, and inferted as a fpecimen of that gentleman’s ingenuity and turn 
of mind. He was pleafed afterwards to add to the catalogue feveral me- 
chanical inftruments ; as Captain Tovey’s new inftrument for levelling can- 
non, &%¢. and any other invention for the bomb. Any new-invented optical 
inftruments, being improvements on the telefcope, microfcope, or common 
eye-glafs. And fuch other inftruments as tended to iluftrate any art or 
{cience, or could be of fervice to him in his new fettlement. 


Thefe feveral articles were to be fent to him by one of our India fhips, or 
by fome veficl bound to Scanderoon, and from thence to be fent to Aleppo, 
configned to the care of the Enghjb or Dutch conful at that place. On my 
arrival in London, this commiffion of the worthy Baron, was punctually exe- 


cuted, and difcharged out of a fum of money, which he had advanced to: 
Mr. Dotdge. 


Not far from Grane is an ifland called Bareex or Babaren, where at certain. 
known depths, divers go down to the bottom of the fea, and come up again 
with their veflels filled with frefh water. The fact is indifputable: I had it 
from the Baron, and feveral Arabian merchants who lived near the ifland 
confirmed the truth of it. The frefh water is found in holes or little natu- 
ral wells, fome fathoms below the furface of the fea. The Arabs have 
certain marks on the ifland, to teach them where to dive for the frefh water 
holes. One of the. merchants affured us, that he himfelf difcovered a 
fpring upon the fhore, ferving one of thefe wells; that he put a bit 
of a heavy ftick into it, and in two or three days afterwards, a diver 
brought it to him from the bottom of one of the holes. It is worthy of 
remark alfo, that through all the Perfen gulph, the {pring water of the 
iflands is much better than that which is found upon the continent; and. 
the water neareft the fea in the iflands, has-greatly the advantage over that 
which is found in the middle parts. This obfervation of the inéeriority of 
the water upon the continent, holds good however, only refpecting that 
part of it which is near the fea; for about 12 miles up the country, both. 
on the Perfan and Arabian fide of the gulph, the water is very. good. 


i 
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In the diftri&t of Dedefbt near Bebaim, in the province of Pegfoai (or 1758. 
Cokelaun) in Perfia, is a black Bitumen, extraéted from a rock, which’ 
is looked upon as a fpecific in reuniting fractured bones. The Baron gave me 
two little canifters of it; and the directions I received for ufing it, were, 

“* Take half a drachm of the Bitumen, and melt it over the fire, mixed 
with an ounce of oil: when thefe are well incorporated, rub the broken 
part with them quite warm, and in all other refpects treat. the fracture ac- 
cording to the common rules of furgery. The patient is alfo to take a pill 
of it inwardly three or four times a day.” Mr. Alves, an Enghjh furgeon, 
had made ufe of it in a cafe where both thighs were fractured, and affured 
the Baron that no fever came on during the whole time of the cure. Another 

erfon affured the Baron, that having once applied it to the broken leg of a 

owl, it was able to walk in twenty-four hours. The rock yielding this 
Bitumen had formerly a guard placed over it, and a very confiderable profit 
arofe therefrom to the governor of the province; but fince the kingdom of 
Perfia has been rent in pieces by civil wars, it is fuppofed that this guard 
has been withdrawn, for feveral poor Perfians, who fled for protection to 
Karec, brought a little of this pitch along with them, and offered it in fale 
to the Baron. That which he gave me, was a prefent to him from the go- 
vernor of the province *. 


We were greatly difappointed at the long abfence of the Felucca, which 
the Baron had fent to Grane, to bring the Sheick who was to conduct us over 
the great Defert to Aleppo, however, on the whole our time paffed away 
not unpleafantly. The mornings were generally fpentin making little excur- 
fions to different parts of the ifland, and our evenings in fupping with the 
Baron at the fort. Here we met with a very agreeable and fenlible gentle- 
man, who amidft a variety of other topics, gave us the following account of 
the Arabs and Perfians. . 


__ © The Arabs ftill continue divided into Tribes; and out of as many 
of thefe as poffible, it will be advifable for you to feleét the men who 
are to efcort you over the Defert; for fhould you happen to fall in with a 
body of any of thofe particular tribes, to which the Arabs who accompany 
you belong, you may depend upon paffing unhurt and unmolefted; or if 
you meet with any of their fcouting parties, and can prevail only on one 
of them to enter your tents, drink of your coffee, eat rice, or any thing 
befides, you will then be fafe from any infult either by them or their 
brethren; it being an invariable maxim with them, “ sever to moleft 
thofe flrangers they have once eaten and drank with,” looking upon it then as 
a breach of hofpitality, and confequently as a moft enormous crime. Should 
any of their out-lying detachments accidentally fall in with you, and inftead of 


“ Sir Yobn Chardin in the fecond volume of his travels has given an exaét and ample ac- 
count of this medicine. 
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entering your tents, and partaking of your entertainment, hurry back to 
their main body to communicate the pleafing intelligence ; even in this cafe, 
if one of your party can make greater hafte than they, and join the Arab- 
body. firft, throw himfelf at the Sheick’s feet, and demand protection, you 
may re{t affured of your lives and property : for another ftable maxim with 
them is, that “ whofoever fhall fly to the powerful, and humbly implore affiftance, 
bas a right to receive it.” This point they carry fo far, that were the 
murderer of the Sheick’s father, fon, or brother, to be the perfon fo pe- 
titioning, he would not be refufed. And what is ftill more extraordinary, . 
this act of mercy is fure to take place, although the fupplicant may not 
be able to get quite up to the perfon of the Sheick. If he is only fo near 
him, as to be capable of throwing a ftick to, or beyond the fpot of 
ground where he happens to be, this circumftance fecures him from al] | 
danger. 


But though the Araés are thus fcrupulous in regard to the rights of hof- 
pitality, yet in other inftances they will be found to equivocate as well 
as their neighbours. The moft effectual way to bind them is by a 
particular oath of theirs, called the Tallauck;, the penalty of a non-per- 
formance of which is, that the perjured perfon fhall part with all his wives, . 
and never cohabit with them again, until they have been proftituted to other | 
men. ‘The infamy and inconvenience arifing from hence, is efteemed fo 
very great, that you feldom, if ever, hear of this facred obligation being 
broken. The wife, that has the greateft power in a family, is fhe, who by 
the confent of the parents of both parties, was firft married to the young 
man; fhe is early taught the art of cookery, and takes the lead of all the 
other wives in that refpect; fhe has alfo the chief management of his do- 
meftic affairs; nor can he ever part with her, but with the utmoft difficulty 
and inconvenience.” 


The money ufed by the Arabs, are the Perfan and Indian Rupees. In 
one town in Arabia Felix, the government coins a piece of filver fomewhat 
of the fhape of an horfefhoe; fifteen of thefe amount to a Rupee. The 
Indian Kupee is worth forty-fix Marmoodas, the Perfian is valued only at forty-. 


five. 


The character which this gentleman gave us of the Perfians alfo was:by no 
means likely to prejudice us in their favour. He reprefented them as “ a 
deceitful, treacherous people ; faithlefs in their dealings, and fo addicted to 
all the little arts of guile and falfehood, that a man muft be credulous to a 
great degree, to believe them even upon their oaths. Should one of that na- 
tion {wear (according, to the Perfian mode) that he will perform a certain 
act, on the penalty, we will fuppofe, of his fon Hofein being difhonoured 
by his wife; upon being deteéted of failing in his engagement, and re- 
proached with the difhonour which is done to his family by his perjury, 
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he will only laugh and fay, that he took that oath at the expence of another 1758, 
Hoffein, not ot his fon, nor of any one of that name, for whom he had the -j-~—_ 
leaft affection. A Perfian is not limited in the number of his wives: he 

may marry them for a certain time, and at the expiration of that period put 

them away if he pleafes, taking care however to perform his marriage con- 

tract, which always fecures to the woman a return of whatever money or 

goods fhe brought with her, in cafe of a divorce.” 


In Gombroon if a woman fhall be difcovered to have committed adultery, 
the hufband of that woman is obliged to pay a fine to the governor, if 
able ; if not, the wife is taken from him by the officers of juttice, and fent 
to a common ftew, there to remain, "till fhe has by a repetition of the 
fame crime, earned as much money, as will difcharge the fine: after this 
fhe is returned to her hufband again, who may keep her or not, as he 
thinks proper. If he chufesto part with her, he muft exactly fulfil the mar- 
riage contract by returning the fortune he received with her. 


In a vifit we made to another gentleman of this ifland, who had the beft 
Opportunities of getting at the true character of the late famous Thamas 
Kuli Khan, he affured us, “ that all the hiftories yet written of him, were 
very erroneous. He was not naturally cruel; his ambition indeed led him 
to empire, but he would have been glad to have governed mildly. That 
though the two laft years of his life were attended with continual revolts 
among his fubjects, at the head of whom were his own children, yet he 
feldom put any of them to death; the punifhment he generally inflicted was 
that of putting out theireyes. Kuly Khan being once afked, why he chofe 
this method of treating his rebellious fubjects, rather than taking away their 
lives, replied, Becaufe I would have them live on, eyelefs, as lafting monuments 
of their own villainy, and of my juftice. 


This gentleman alfo affured us, that Ku/i Khan had once flattered himfelf 
with a vaft increafe of empire by a marriage with the Czarina of Mufcovy, 
and that he actually fent an Embaffador to Peterfburgh for that purpole: 
though the Czarina fecretly defpifed the offer he made to her, looking back 
with {corn on his mean original, yet fhe took care to demean herfelf with 
much feeming refpect upon the occafion, and expreffed herfelf highly honour- 
ed with the Shah’s propofal, but at the fame time advanced many reafons why 
fhe could not poflibly comply with it. Among others, fhe did not forget 
to mention the difference of their religion. Soon after the return of his 
embaffador, the Perfian monarch converfed often with the fathers of the 
three convents at J/paban ; feemed very defirous of being inftructed in the 
fundamentals of their religion, liftened to them with great attention, and 
threw out hints of his becoming a Chriftian. He ordered alfo thefe fathers 
to fet about a tranflation of the New Teftament into the Perfian language for 


his own immediate ufe, which they had very near finifhed, when his life 
{2 was 
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37-58. was put an end to by four of his own generals, who have been fighting for 
ty the crown or throne of Per/ia ever fince.7 


The firft competitor, Nauzir Khen, hath already been noticed as refiding 
near to Gombroon.—The fecond, Kerim Khan, is in poffeffion of [/paban, and 
has an army of thirty thoufand men under his command.—The third ts 
Haffein Khan, who poffeffes the northern parts of the kingdom, and at the 
time we were at Gombrcon, was faid to be marching from the provinces near 
the Ca/pian fea with a great body of forces towards I/paban;, and that he 
carried with him a prince of the female line of the great Shab Abbas, in 
whofe name he founded his pretenfions.—The fourth is Achmet or Hamet 
Shab, governor of the Afghan or Pytan country; his views were faid to 
be confined to the keeping poffeffion of that province only, which borders 
on the territories of the Great Mogul. During our ftay at Karec, we re- 
‘ceived advice, that Haffein Khan had obtained a fuperiority over all his rivals 5. 
that his troops were more numerous, and better difciplined than theirs ; and 
that his carrying with him a prince of the royal blood had confiderably in- 
creafed the number of his partifans, and given him at leaft a thew of better 
pretenfions to the crown. 


Hamet Khan or Shab, the chief of the Afghans, according’ towthefe ad- 
vices, had juft before gained a confiderable, tho’ not a decifive Viftory over 
Kerim Khan. We were now alfo given to underftand, that Nauzir Khan, im. 
the neighbourhood of Gombroon was become of fo little confequence, as not 
to be thought worthy of being ranked among the competitors for the crown 
of Perfia. So that at this time the four claimants were reduced. to 
three. on 


To the fame gentleman who furnifhed us with the account of the 
nations bordering on the Perfian guiph, we were alfo obliged for the 
following anecdotes relative to a late maffacre in Batavia, the chief 
actors of which furpaffed either Arabs or Perfians, in diffimulation and 
cruelty. : 


As all kinds of grain were f{carce at Ceylon, and as all the fettlements: 
m India were chiefly fupplied with wheat and rice from Bengal and the 
Malabar coaft, it was propofed in the Dutch council at Batavia, that a confi- 
derable number of Chrne/e fhould be foreibly taken from the ifland of Fava, 
and tran{ported to Cey/on, in order to cultivate the lands, which thereby 
would be fure to produce great quantities of grain. This motion met with 
violent oppofition, and was almoft unanimoufly rejected ; feveral alledging 
that it was the height of cruelty and injuftice to force the Chinefe, who were 
a free people, into flavery ; and fome threw out hints that there ought to be 
methods taken to make their affairs better rather than worfe. Elated with what 
pafied in the council, the Chinefe took great liberties, {fpake freely of their real 
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or pretended hardfhips, and at laft went fo far. as to infult,. and commit , 


feveral robberies. A council was prefently fummoned to remedy thefe 
evils; when, after much debate, it was at Jaft refolved, that all the va- 
grant Chinefe fhould be feized and fent to Ceylon; but the officer, who 
put this order in execution, made a ‘fatal miftake, for inftcad of con- 
fining himfelf to vagrants, he imprifoned feveral of the principal planters 
and merchants. During their confinement, many of their fervants com- 
mitted great thefts, and did them confiderable damage in plundering their 
eftates. No fooner however were they fet ac liberty, but the fervants, appre- 
henfive of their mafters difpleafure, ran into the mountains, where they 
committed great diforders among the native iflanders, who came toa pitched 
battle with them, and beat them back to the Dufcb territories. Upon their 
return, the ring-leaders were punifhed, and affairs were once more put 
upon a tolerable good footing. The Dutch council then thought it necef- 
{ary to make a new law, by whieh all the Chinefe were forbidden to have a 
light in thew houfes after eight o’clock in the evening. This was a 
moft fenfible mortification to people, who had ever been accuftomed 
to {pend their evenings in the greateft feftiviry,; and in {pite of this 


reftraint, they came to a refolution of continuing their meetings, and. 


ef increafing their mutual intercourfe with one another. For this pur- 


pofe, they broke down their partition-walls, threw feveral houfes into. 


one, and kepe up their fpirits as well as men could do who were without 
hight. | | 


The Dutch were greatly alarmed at this behaviour of the’ Chinefe 3. 
they aflembled in council, and orders were prefently iffued for all the 
feamen belonging to the fhips in the port, to come afhore, to be 
ftationed in. the marine yard, where they were locked up every even- 
ing, in order to keep the Chinefe in awe, and to act as occafion might 
require. One night, either through carelefsnefs or defign, the gate of the 
marine yard was left open; the failors foon difcovered it, and, enraged 


with being kept fo long confined, they broke loofe lke fo many wild 


beafts, and soamed all over the city, maflacring every man, woman, and 
child, they met with, to the number of forty thoufand. 


The news of this dreadful fcene was foon brought to the general; but 
alas! no remedy was to be found! Prefently after, an officer was cifpatched 
to him in all hafte from the prifon (in which were kept fifteen hundred 
Chincfe, defigned to be tranfported. to Ceylon) acquainting him, that the pri- 
{oners were in an uproar, that without immediate affiftance he fhould not 
be able to keep them under, but they would break out and put to death 
all that came in their way, and that little or no refiftance could’ be made to 
fo large a body of men, confidering how the Dutch feamen and foldiers 
were difperfed through the feveral quarters of the town. In anfwer to 


‘this, the general is faid to have replied, “* Jf that be really the cafe, the 
5 priloners 
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1788. prifoners ought to be cut off.’ This was-a fufficient hint to the officer, 

t—~y=—/ who took care to fee the bloody act ‘perpetrated without delay. Nothing 
more than giving the above an{wer,- could ever-be proved againft the ge- 
neral, though he afterwards was accufed ef being the principal actor in this 
horrid butchery, and was accordingly removed trom his government, and 
_imprifoned, till death fet him free. 


‘On Friday the 14th of April, to our great fatisfaction, the Felucca returned 
from Grane, and brought the long-expetted Arab. He behaved very com- 
plaifantly, affuring us of his beft affiftance, and how ready he was to accom- 

pany us to Aleppo. He thought it his duty however, he faid, to acquaint 
us, that if we undertook our journey at this time, we fhould run great 
rifk of being infulted by the tribe of a powerful neighbouring Sheick *, 
who having a quarrel among themfelves, were under no fort of regulation: 
that two perfons had been lately attacked by them, one of whom, well 
known by the Laren, was mortally wounded. He added, that this day 
was the feventh of the Moon, and by letters received from different places 
it appeared, that the great Caravan for Aleppo would be near Grane on 
the twentieth, when the camels from this lait place were to join it; that if 
we chofe to travel in company with them, we might do it with much more 
fafety and convenience, than in a {maller party ; that the Caravawwould be 
only thirty days in going from Grane to Aleppo, and woakd ‘céutitt of 
five thoufand camels and athoufand men. ‘Lhe whole of this intelligence 
was of too pleafing a nature to admit of our continuing long in fulpence; 
we unanimoufly agreed to join the Caravan. The Sheick feemed delighted 
with our determination, and advifed us to leave Karec on the fifteenth, that 
we might get to Grane in proper time; affuring us, that he himfelf would 
return back to Grane in a day or two, to get the.camels, &c. ready for our 
ufe. 


The Baron, after confulting with the 4rad, determined that our baggage 
‘fhould confift of the following articles. One Bengal tent, two Arabian tents, 
18 Arabian bafkets, which, one with another, holds about 24 quart bottles. 
They were to contain 72 bottles of Madeira wine, 58 of claret, 54 of Mango 
fhrub, 15 of Arrack, 15 of cyder, 240 pounds of bifcuit or rufk, 6 hams, 
30 neats tongues, 27 pieces of fhip beef, 1 chefhire cheefe, 32 pounds of 
butter, 2 fmall jars of pickled Sardinias, 3 quart bottles of oil, 5 of 
vinegar, 2 bottles of muftard, 2 bottles of powdered pepper, 20 pounds 
of powdered fugar, 8 pounds of powdered fugar-candy, 12 quart bottles 
.of common fyrup clarified with whites of eggs, 28 pounds of onions, 


-* The Sheici alluded to lives near Grane, and is the moft powerful of all that live in the 
Deft, having thirty thoufand men under his command; he receives fifty thoufand crowns 
_out of the on: huodred thoufand, which are yearly fent to the Araés from the Grand Seignior, 
for permitting the Pilgrim-Caravans to pafs unmolefted. 
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12 pounds of ginger-bread nuts, 30 pounds of Gombroon dried prunes, 1758. 
two Cattees. of tea, two of powdered coffee, one canvas portmanteau, to’ ~~~” 
hold our-linnen and clothes, and a larger one for our bedding. As our. 
whole party confifted of eight perfons, it was agreed that each of us (fer- 
vants excepted’ fhould take with him jo fuits of linnen, one European {uit 
of clothes, four or five pair of thin fhoes, a plain hat, an Arabian Camaline, 
troulers, Turban and flippers, and a TZurkifb Fanizary’s drets. The above 
inventory of our baggage being fixed, and the Baron having acquainted the 
Arab, that he incended to accommodate us with two of his own horfes in 
our journey ; the latter declared, that 30 camels would flill be wanting to 
carry us, our fervants, and baggage. ‘The Baron infifted, that a lefs num- 
ber would be fufficient, and brought him down to twenty. It was then 
acreed between them, it would be neceffary for us to take trom Grane an 
Arab of credit, whofe bufinefs would be to fettle all points with the com- 


mander of the Caravan, to prevent infults, thefts, fc. &e. 


The Baron took me afide, and told me, by what he could Jearn, the 
rice of a camel at and about Grane, was about thirty-five Pyeffres, but 
he feared that we as travellers would be obliged to pay for the fervice 
only, more than the camel’s original coft; but by a calculation he had made, 
he thought he fhould be able to agree with the Sherk, to provide us 
wit! camels, and all other neccffaries, for about a thouf’nd or eleven 
hundred Piafres*. Ttook upon me to anfwer for my brother travellers, 
that we fhould not have the Jeaft objection to this fum, and defired the Baron 
to fettle matters with the “rad upon tis footing. | 


| The affair, agreeable to the Arabian cuftom, was negotiated between them 
by the mediation of a third perfon; the Baron and the Sheick having no 
immediate intercourfe with each other. A great deal of pompous folem- 
nity fat on the face of the 4raé, who treated this bufinefs as a matter of the 
utmoft confequence, and by figns upon his fingers, made a demand of two 
thouland Piaftres.. The Baron in return offered one thoufand, and the affair 
was thus debated by figns from the parties, and ferious whifperings from 
the mediator, for full half an hour; when they parted rather abruptly, the 
Baron being greatly difpleafed with the intended impofition of the rad. 
He told us in the evening, that this exorbitant demand muft proceed from 
a report that we were exceedingly rich; that he was fure the cratty Arab 
had cafl a wifhful eye upon our purfes, and that nothing but this, and the 
hopes he ftill entertained of our being obliged to clofe with him, prevented 
his acceptance of the offer, for the whole money would be clear gain to him; 
as we were immediately to depofic the cafh, and the camels which he was to 
buy with it, would fell at Aleppo for more than their prime coft.. The Sheick, 


* Eight hundred piafres make one thoufand rupees, or one hundred and twenty-five pounds 
flaliog. 
after 
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after the negotiation was broken off, waited upon the Barer, and remon- 
{trated after this manner. ‘* You ufe me very unkindly, Str. Pmagy what are 
“© thefe travellers to you? I and my tribe have been in friendfbip with you for 
“ a long time, and I could not have expelted that you would thus bave given 
“© the preference to firangers.” The Baron was fo much out of temper with 
him, that he returned him very litcle anfwer, but ordered a Felucca to be 
immediately got ready for us, that the Avad might think we were deter- 
mined to go to Bafora by water in order to join the Caravan there, where 
we were affured it would arrive in two days, after its leaving Grane. Our 
jervants allo were made to believe that we fhould certainly proceed by water, 
that the ras, who probably would be inquifitive with them, might be 
deprived of all hope of our ever coming up to his demand. The Baron 
clofed this night’s converfation, with the following fenfible obfervation. 
“© Jn Europe perbaps it may fometimes bea proper maxim for people to defire io be 
“< thought rich, but in this part of the world, ali fhould endeavour to be eftcemed 
“© poor, for the fuppofed rich man will ever be impofed upon, and it is out of 
“© bis power to prevent it. Gentlemen's fervants have alfo'a peculiar vanity in 
“* exaggerating the wealth of their mafters, and thereby often put them to an 
“© extraordinary expence.” 


While things remained in fufpenfe, as to the Arab, we took frequent op- 
portunities of vifiting our feveral friends upon the ifland, particularly Mr. 
and Mrs, Be/man, in whofe gardens we paffed fome hours very agreeably, 
and {moked the Calloon and Kerim Can*, pipes which are ufed by the gentle- 
men here, in the fame manner as the Hooka is in Bengal. The commoa 
people on Karec, like thofe in India, fmoke the Hubdble-Bubble, which 1s 
made of a Cocoa-nut fhell, and a Bamboo joint. In all thefe pipes the fmoke 
paffes through water before it enters the mouth, and is thereby very cool. 
The tobacco of Perfia too is of a mild kind, which being conveyed in great 
quantities to India, is there made into a pafte with fugar, {cented ingre- 
dients, and rofe-water, and thus fmoking is made agreeable to perfons, who 
otherwife would diflike it. The Hooka (the form of which is not inelegantly 
fhewn in the annexed plate) is conitructed upon the fame principles as the 
Calloon, Kerim-Can, and Hubble-Bubble. It is indeed of a different fhape 
from the three laft, but will ferve to give a competent idea of all the’-pipes 
that are ufed throughout fa. . 


In the evening of the 16th, Mr. Doidge learned from Enfign Roding/on, 
that the Baron, fince the exorbitant demand of the Arab, had been exceed- 
ingly uneafy, and very thoughtful upon our account. ‘* He wifhed (faid the 
‘“ enfign) to have facilitated your journey; but as fo much time has already 
‘* been loft, and the whole fcheme of going by Grane is likely to prove 


* So called from a Perfian general of that name, who invented it, or perhaps from the word 
Kerim, which in the Perfax language fignifies a horn or tube. | 


<¢ abortive 


* abortive, I am very fure he would be greatly pleafed if you fpared 1458. 
«« his delicacy fo far as to make the propofal yourfelves of going by fome W~— 
** other route.” Mr. Roding/on ingenuoufly added, ‘* that every other gen- 
tleman upon the ifland was clearly of opimon, that we ought to go by 
water to Baffora, and he had reafon to think the Baron was not to be ex- 
cepted out of this number, however f{crupulous he might be of delivering 
his fentiments.” He defired however that the hints which he had given 
might be kept a fecret from the Baron. Immediately, a fhort confultation 
was held between us on our prefent fituation; and the fame evening, with 
the general confent of the whole party, I opened to the Baron, that * as 
fo exorbitant a fum had been demanded by the Arad, as the time of our con- 
tinuance at Grane, before the arrival of the Caravan, would alfo be very 
uncertain, as well as difagreeable, and as from what had paffed, it was very 
probable we might ftill be fubjeéted to farther impofition; I therefore 
fubmitted to him, whether he did not think our failing to Baffora, the 
moft eligible route.” The Baron feemed greatly pleafed with the propofal, 
and adopted it without any hefitation. He was fo obliging as ftill to infitt 
on our acceptance of the two horfes, he had intended for our ufe, and pro- 
poled fending them with our baggage, and one of our fervants, in a Trankev 
to Baffora,; we were to follow in one of his armed Galiivats. This night’s 
converfation ended, in our making him moft hearty acknowledgments for 
the whole of his friendly and polite behaviour towards us; and in his 
giving the ftrongeft affurances of the earneft defire he had of contributing 
to our eafe and fatisfaction. 


The next morning a boat arrived from Baffora, with a letter from Mr. 
Shaw, addrefied to Mr. Doidge: the following ts an extraét. “I flattered 
“ myfelf that I fhould have had the fatisfaction of your company, for a 
<< few days at leaft at Baffora;, but from the doubtful manner in which you 
‘¢ wrote laft, I know not whether I may now expect that pleafure. I pre- 
“ fume your Intentions may be to proceed over the Defert by the way of 
“ Grane, which doubtlets will be more expeditious, though in my humble 
“ opinion not fo fecure, as by the way of Baghdad. Befides, a Caravan is 
* to fet out from this laft place in thirty-five or forty days, directly over the 
“ Defert for Aleppo. It is certain alfo, that the Defert is not {a%c at prefent 
“¢ without a Caravan or fome proper efcort, for yefterday J] had advices from 
“ Baghdad, thatan Engli/b gentleman, one Barton, coming polt froin Aleppo 
“© to this place with a few camels, was plundered fome days ago by the 
“ roving Arabs, who have of late in particular, greatly infefted the Defert ; 
*¢ and you muft have heard at Bombey, that one Captain Jvers, going hence 
“to Aleppo, in September lait, was in like manner plundered.” 





The tenor of this letter confirmed us ftill more in the refolution we 
had taken of proceeding by the way of Paffora. So that on Wednesday the 
rgth, we embarked our baggage, and the two horfes the Barca had given 
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1758. ws, and fent with them in the Trankey, Benjamin Jenkins, who alfo carried an 
eee aniiver from his mafler to Mr. Shaw’s letcer. 


The next day about three in.tthé afternoon, we all went on board the. 
Gallivat, commanded by Mynbcer Binkey, bound to Baffora. We were ac- 
companied down to the water fide by the * Baron himfelf, Mynbeers Bof- 
man, Robingfon, Tillie, and Niche, who did not quit the fhore, till our 
veffel was at a confiderable diftance from the ifland. The wind was nearly 
north-weft when we firft put to fea, but in the evening it came to the fouth-. 
ward, and carried us along very pleafantly at the rate of about five or fix: 
miles an hour: But in the morning of the 21ft it began to blow hard,. 
and in the evening the gale increafed fo much, that we were forced out of. 
the proper channel for Bafore river. This obliged us to come to an anchor;, 
we dropt two from the bow, yet the veffel drove; we then let go a third 
from the ftarboard quarter, which brought her up, and we rode fately till the: 
next morning, when, to our great fatisfaction, the wind abated, the Gallivat 
having frequently in the might ftruck the ground. About fix we weighed 
our anchors, and with a gale {till from the fouth, ftood into the. mid-channel 
ot the river, having on our left, the ifand, on which are the ruins of old 
Baffora. Thefe ruins extend eight or ten miles. An almoft innumerable 
quantity of black, withered ftumps of date trees, ftill remain, and reach 
for fome miles to the fouthward and northward of the ruined city. We 
paffed this day very agreeably ; for on both fides of the river quite up to 
Beffera, ave date and apricot trees, regularly planted, and the foil yields 
one continued verdure, a fight as uncommon in this part of the world, as 
it is beauuiul. From the fhrouds of our Jittle veffel however, at a few 
muies diftance beyond this dehehtful fcene, we could plainly difcover a fpe- 
cimen of what we were to expect ia our journey, over the dreary De/ert 
of Arabia. 


In our paffage up the river, we faw feveral people croffing it in bafker- 
boats ; others on large bladders or fkins filled with air. The bafket-boats 
are of a circular form, generally from eight to fixteen feet in diameter. 
Their depth is about three feet, the bottoms flat, which, as well as their 
outfides, are covered with a kind of pitch, They are very conveniest, will 
carry a great number of paflengers, and are as eafily pufhed through the 
mud when there is no depth of water, as over it when there 1s. The 


* Baron Kaiphaufen, fince our leaving Karec, has quitted the Dutch fervice, and I am told 
that the Sheick of Bundarick 1s again in poffeflion of the ifland. Our fettlement at Gombrocn 
was taken from us by the French in the year 1759, and our affairs have not been profperous 
fince that event, if at ail reinitated in that part of the world. Is not then the ifle of Karer, 
ws well upon the account of it’s fituation for trade, as for it’s pearl-fifhery, an object worthy 
of our Ea? India company’s confideration? It is about five miles in length, and two in 
breadth, lies nearly in mid-channel between the Perfian and Arabian fhores, about feven 
leagues from each. and about 30 leagues from the mouth of Bafora river, where all fhips bound 
to that place mult call for pilots. 


largeft 


[ 227 J 


Jargeft require only two men to manage them; the other fort but one. 3758, 
The river in fome places is a mile over; in others much lefs, From it’s =~ 


mouth quite up to Baffora, is about a hundred Engi miles. 


A little before we reached the city, we paffed on our left, the French 
merchant fhip, mentioned in Mr. Sbaw’s firft letter; and abreaft of the 
town, lay the Briffol Frigate, with her jack, enfign, and pendant. At a 
little diftance from her, we had the pleafure to difcover our TZrankey, 
in which were the horfes and baggage, fhe had gotten up about an hour 
before us; and at four o’clock in the afternoon, we happily came to an 
anchor off the city of Bafore, and faluted the Captain Pafba with eleven 
cuns. 
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Defcription of Baflora and the country aajacent.— Account of Mr. Barton’s being 
firft plundered, and afterwards humanely treated by the Arabs.—Monfeur 
Perdria, the French refident, and the officers of the Briftol Frigate, pay the 
author and bis companions a vifit.—Mare occurrences at Baflora.—/W/e em- 
bark on board a yacht lent us by Mr. Shaw.—Paffaze up the Euphrates to 
Corna, Cota, and Semava.—In/folent behaviour of the Chocarda. 


HE city of Baffora, where we.arrived on the 22d of April, lies in the 

latitude of 30° 3’ north, and is fituated three miles on the weit fide or 

the Euphrates, in Afiatic Turky: it is large, and populous, about 
12 niles in circumference, and contains between fixty and feventy.thoufand 
inhabitants. ‘The houfes are all built of mud,.and bricks dried in the fun, 
as is the wall of the city, which is defended by turrets at proper dittances 
from each other.. It was beheged by Thamas Kult Khan, but without fuc- 
cefs. The ftreets in general are very narrow, and ftink abominably, owing 
to their taking no care to carry off the dirt and filth, tho’ a creek very con- 
venient for that purpofe runs by the fide of the city. Much trade is carried 
on. here, through a navigable canal which is cut into the river; there is a 


daily intercourfe with Baghdad by water, on the two great rivers, Luphrates 
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1958. and Tygris, The moft fightly edifice here, is the Caravanferab ; which is large, 
Ley—— covered in at the top, full of fhops with different kinds of merchandife, and 
at one of the ends is a good market, .well furnifhed with all forts of meat, 
_ except pork ; the mutton you buy here is excellent. Nothing can be ima- 
gined pleafanter than the tace of the country juft round the city: large 
vineyards interfperfed with rofe-trees, fields of corn fcattered up and down, 
and a view of the river at the fame time, form a picturefque and delighiful 

» land{cape. 


In about two hours after our arrival, we waited upon Mr. Shaw, the Eaft 
‘India company’s refident, who received us with the greateft politenefs and 
hofpitality, and provided lodgings for us under his own roof. We paifed 
the evening in company with Mr. Paurnel, and three or four Italian mer- 
»chants. The beft method of travelling to Aleppo, was the principal fubject 
of our converfation; they were unanimous in advifing us to continue 
-our journey by water to Baghdad, and then join the Caravan, which was to 

fet off from that place. We accordingly adopted this fcheme, as being lefs 

hazardous and fatiguing than the route we had before propoied. Mr. Bar- 
ton allo (the Engli/h gentleman mentioned in Mr. Shaw’s letter to have been 
_plundéred by the Arabs) joined the company, and gave us a very full and 
pleafing account of public affairs in Europe. 


This gentleman (Mr. Barton) had it feems a few years before, acquired 
-a handfome fortune in the Zaft Indies, with which he returned to England, 
fettled at fome diftance from London in the character of a country gentle- 
man, and ferved the office of high-fheriff for the county in which he lived. 
Being neceffitated however to return to India to fettle fome affairs, he had 
the courage to fit out a {mall Folkfone cutter, in which he actually fet fail 
from England for the Faft Indies; but before he had been many days at fea, fhe 
was (luckily perhaps for himfelf and his little crew) taken by a French priva- 
‘teer, and carried into Vigo. From hence he gota paflage to Leghorn, taking his 
fon with him, who had alfo embarked in the fame dangerous enterprize for 
the aft Indies. At Leghorn they took fhip again, and got fate to Scan- 
deroon. ere, he was fo inipatient to get forward on his journey, that he 
would not wait for the Caravan, but fet out for Aleppo, attended only by 
his fon, a country-fervant, and a few camels. His ipirit was too active 
co endure the flow march of thefe animals; he therefore frequently made 
-excurfions on the road before them, but one day while walking on foot 
and alone, he was attacked by a few Arabs, who robbed him of every thing 
he had about him. This obliged him to wait for the coming up of his 
little company, and with them he travelled on without any other accident 
to Aleppo. Here, he was in the fame hurry for proceeding on his journey, 
nor could the whole factory prevail upon him to wait only a fortnight or 
three weeks for the fetting out of a large Caravan for Baghdad and 


Baffora. 
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He accordingly began this fecond hazardous expedition with only two or 
three camels, and the fame country-fervant, leaving his fon behind at Aleppo, 
with orders to follow him, by the firft convenient opportunity. For a tew 
days, he and his man went on uninterrupted over the Defert. At length five 
or fix hundred Arabs difcovered them; but upon their coming nigh, Mr. 
Barton drew out a brace of piftols which he carried in‘his belt, and prefented 
them at the Arabs: aftonifhed at his rafhnefs, they made a ftand, but at 
the fame time ordered him to throw down his arms. His fervant allo per- 
Juaded him to comply, but all in vain; he {till held his cocked piltols to- 
wards the Arabs, and with a determined look, and high-toned voice, de- 
clared he would kill fome of them, if they dared to approach any nearer. 
By degrees they furrounded him, and witha blow on the head he was brought 
to the ground, and his piftols taken from him: the wdrabs now in their 
turn prefented thefe weapons to his breaft, and told him that he deferved to 
be put to death; but they fatished themfelves with {tripping him quite 
naked, and leaving the fervant a jacket and breeches, but not a drop of 
water, or morfel of provifion for either. 


Mr. Barton, after the enemy rode off, accepted the breeches which his 
fervant offered to him, and they both fet out bare-footed (their camels allo 
having been taken from them) in the track for Baghdad. After having 
paffed two days and nights without meeting with any other fupport than the 
Truffles of the Defert, that happened then to be in feafon, and which they 
found in great plenty, they fortunately fell in with another tribe of Arabs, 
to whole Sheick they told their melancholy tale, and implored his aMfiftance. 
The Sheick was touched with the relation of their diftrefs, and afforded them 
every help in his power, his own wives miniftred unto them, anointed 
their feet, brought them mulk, and every other neceflary. As foon as 
they were fufficiently recovered to fet forward, the fon of the Sheick efcorted 
them fo far, as to put them under the protection of another Sheick, by 
whom they were entertained in the like hofpitable manner, and difmiffed 
with other guards and paffports ; nor did they want friends as long as their 
journey lafted, each tribe feeing them fafely lodged with it’s next neigh- 


bour, until they had delivered them into the hands of our countrymen at 
Baghdad. 


From that city, Mr. Barton was carried in the Pafba’s galley down the 
Tygris to Corna, and from thence to Baffora, where we met with him. He 
was at that time clothed like a poor Turk, without fhirt or ftockings ; 
his beard was grown to an uncommon length; and he declared that he 
would indulge himfelf in few of the comforts, much les in the elegancies 
of life, till he arrived fafely at Calcutta, the place of his deftination. / 


This morning we were complimented with a vifit from Monfieur Perdria 
the French refident, Monfeur Aivage the captain of the Briffol Frigate, and 
two of his officers. Mr. Shaw invited them to dine with us, and in the 
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evening we returned the compliment, and fupped with them at the country- 
houfe of Monf. Perdria, where we were politely and elegantly entertained. 
Monf. Rivage and his officers. were prefent, fo that we made up 26 in all, 
the greateft number of European gentlemen that were known to have been 
in Baffora at one time. 


y 
I 


This was Mr. Shaw’s levee day; his room was full of Turkifb, Arabian, 
and Armenian merchants. Moft of them were large-fized men, fine eyed, 
well proportioned, and of good complexions. Their principal defign in 
coming at this time, was to pay their compliments to us. Here alfo we had 
an opportunity of converfing with feveral Padrees or miffionaries, who are 
fettled in a convent at Baffora, with a view to propagate the Chriffian faith. 
A. very odd fcheme! fince they dare not attempt the converfion even 
of a fingle Muffulman. Thefe good men paid us feveral vifits afterwards, 
gave us many benedictions, and a letter of recommendation to the Roman 
nominal Bifbop of Babylon. 


After dinner Mr. Shaw carried us to fee a long-boat of his, which he 
had fitted up as a little yacht, and was fo obliging as to offer us the ufe 
of it to carry us as far as Hi//a, in our way to Baghdad. We gladly accepted 
it, as being much more commodious than any of the country boats; and 
Mr. Alms undertook to fit her for the voyage. We likewife hired a Sandal 
or boat for carrying our baggage and the two horfes we brought with 
us from Karec, to which Mr. Shaw now added a third, as a prefent to 
Mr. Doidge. Mr. Shaw alfo laid in a very large ftock of frefh provifions 
for our paffage up the river, and was fo generous as to infift, it fhould not 
be carried to account. 


To the fame gentleman we were alfo obliged for the following directions, . 
which we thought proper to make minutes of, as neceffary for our future 
conduct.——~ 1 ft. if when we arrive at Aleppo, we fhall want more money. 
than we have credit for from India, Mr. Shaw gives us a letter of credit 
on his correfpondent at that place: If we fhall have occafion for lefs than 
two hundred pounds, then our bills are to be drawn in favour of Laurence 
Sullivan E:fq; in England, but if more than that fum, then on Samuel Hough 
Eiq; at Bombay, in favour of Mr. Shaw or order. 2d. To take with us an 
inferior Turkifb officer, called a Chocarda, who is to protect us from all 
infult, and to carry with him orders to the feveral governors of thofe places 
we touch at, to fupply us with a fufficient number of men to ¢rack, or draw. 
up our vefiels againft the ftream, when the wind and current fhall be un- 
favourable for failing. We are only to hire fix men.at Baffora. to track 
us up as far as Corna; there we are to engage twelve, and fo on, till we 
arrive at Hilla. Every time we change our men, we are to give them from 
fix to eight Abaffees, according to their behaviour. To the Chocarda, at the. 
end of our paffape, and journey, we are to give feventy Crufe and a coat. 
w—e—-30, To carry with us two letters ; one addreffed to “ly Aga, governor of | 

| Hafca, 
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Hafca, whom we are to falute with an even number of guns, the more the 


better, and then fend the Chocarda, with our Jinguift and one of our own ‘ 


fervants to him, with our compliments and the letter, defiring to be honoured 
with his comands for Baghdad. This will probably induce him to fend us 
an invitation to come afhore, which we are by no means to refufe, but to 
wait upon him either at dinner or fupper, as he fhall appoint. We mutt 
particularly remember to go in flippers, and be very careful not to thruft 
our legs and feet out, but contrive (after the Zurki/p manner) to fit with 
‘them acrofs. Should he prefent any one of us with a vefl, we are then to 
give the fervant who fhall put it on, fixty Crufe, making at the fame 
time a proper apology for his trouble, but to take care not to pive 
the money till the moment of our departure. If no veft be prefented, 
then we are to diftribute ten or twelve Crufe among the governor’s 
fervants. ‘The other letter muft be addreffed to Choudar Aza, governor of 
Hilla, whom we are to falute with three guns, and then fend the letter by 
our Chocarda and linguift with our compliments, as before to dy Aga. Here 
we are to be furnifhed with horfes, camels, mules, and afles to carry us and 
our baggage to Baghdad, paying for,each horfe ten Crue, for each camel five, 
and for each mule or afs two and an half. Should the governor make us a 
compliment of paying for thefe animals himfelf, we are then to make a 
prefent of half, or fomething more than half of their value, to his fervant. 
4th. We are alfo to carry a letter addreffed to Mr. Garden at Baghdud, 
which we are to difpatch to that gentleman from //i//a; taking care that our 
{tay at this laft place be as fhort as poffible, left the fhew of our baggage 
might tempt the /rabs to endeavour to intercept us.——5th. Should we be fo 
unfortunate as not to meet with Mr. Garden at Baghdad, we are then to 
apply to Cojce Raphael, an Armenian, who does Mr. Shaw's bufinefs there, 
and he will take care to provide us with camels, &c. and will bargain for 
their hire to Aleppo; which ufually is from fifteen to twenty Piafires Kume 
of eight, five Marmoodas Baghdad currency; or 4 of a loaded came]. The 
hire of a camel to ride on, is little more than half the price of a loaded one. 
our fervants have a cuftomary right to mount the camels which carry pro- 
vifions, without our paying any thing extra upon that account. 6th. If 
we meet with Mr. Garden at Baghdad, he is beft able to inform us of the price 
of a hired horfe to ride on to Aleppo. 7th. To remember to purchafe at 
Baghdad, two Cradles * for a camel, which will be very ufeful, fhould any 
of us be fick. 8th. Mr. Shaw will give us a letter of credit on Mr. 
Garden or Cojee Raphael (as Mr. Hough of Bombay did before on Mr. Shaw) 
for what monies we fhall want. If we fhould not have occafion for the 
whole of what we leave with Mr. Shaw, or rather, for what we have given 
our draughts on Mr. Hough, in that cafe, he provides us with credit upon 
Miner-Rigo, by means of Mr. Drummond at Aleppo. gth. We are now and 
then to entertain with coffee the man who provides us with camels, and the 

















* Thefe are not much unlike our common cradles for children; a pair of them are hung on 
acamel’s back in the fame manner as panniers on horfes in England, 


h 2 principal 


1758 


1758. 


April zs. 


April 26. 


[ 236 ] 


principal conductor of the Caravan, roth. The moft likely places for 
our baggage to be examined by the officers of the Turki/o cultoms, are 
Hilla and Baghdad.—— 11th. In cafe the Caravan fhould unluckily be fet out 
before we arrive at Baghdad, Mr. Shaw furnifhes us with a letter to Cojee 
Raphael to defire him to apply to the Paha for an efcort; and left that 
fhould fail, we are alfo promifed a letter from the governor of Baffora 
to the Pajha on the fame fubject. 12th. When we fhall arrive within two 
days journey of Aleppo, we are to fend a letter to Mr. Drummond the Briti/b 
conful there, and acquaint him with the number of our party. This is 
cuftomary, as he generally makes a point to meet his countrymen at fome 
little diftance from the city. 13th. Francifco, a fervant hired at Baffora, 
and who {peaks French, is to have fifty Pra/tres at Aleppo, and a fuit of 
clothes, if he behaves well. 14th. Vertan, our fecond fervant, is to have: 
fifty Piaffres at Baghdad, and a fuit of clothes at Aleppo, provided he fhall. 
have deferved it: he is to have a camel’s hire for his expences in returning 
to Baffora, but if Mr. Barton’s fon fhall engage him, then the camel hire is. 
not to be paid. 














ACCOUNT of COINS. 


Marmoodas, Fluce.. 


~ One Toman is — — — — 100 — oO 
A. Perfian Rupee is — — — 5 — 50 
A Venetian Sequin 1s. — — — 2 — oO 
A. Bombay Rupee is _ — — 5 — 60. 
One Marmooda is — — — o — 100 
One Denim is — — — — oO — 10 
One Crufe Baffora is — — — 4 — 50. 
One Crufe Rume is, of Baffora currency, — 7 —= 10 

opis k oe of Baghdad ditto, — 8 — 50. 
One Pialire is, — 3 of ee ditto, — 6 — oOo. 
One Abafiee is — — — 2 — 20 
One Nadercee 1s — — — — 3 — 30 
One Fenduke 1s, of Bafora currency, mm — 27 — Oo 
One ditto is, of Aleppo currency, — — 22 — 50 
One Zirmaboob is, of Baffora currency, — 19 — 75 
One ditto is, of Beghdad currency, m—- — 24 — 0 


To-day we were chiefly employed in fending our baggage &c. on board, 
and in taking leave of the reverend miffionaries, and feveral European mer- 


chants. 


This afternoon, the French refident Monf. Perdria, accompanied’ with 
the officers of the Frigate, came to take their leave.of us, which obliged us to 
make them another yifit, and with much difficulty we got ourfelves excufed. 
from {upping with them,. 

L 


After- 
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After breakfafting with the French refident at his country houfe, and tak- 
ing leave of the French gentlemen, who were fo complaifant as to attend us 
down to the water’s edge, we went on board the yacht. About 8 o’clock, 
we began totrack up the Euphrates, accompanied by Mefits. Shaw and Purnel, 
who were fo polite as to infift on going a few miles with us. ‘They left us 
about noon, after our exchanging mutual good wifhes and compliments. 
Mont. Hemet of French extraction, but for many years employed as inter- 
preter to the Engii/h factory at I/paban, and now ruined in his circumftances 
by the civil wars carried on in Perfia, joined us at Baffora, on his way to 
Baghdad, where his family refided, and he propofed carrying them from 
thence to Venice, his wife’s native place. 


We found it extremely pleafant on the river, and were fo lucky as to 
have a brifk foutherly wind. At fix in the morning, we paffed by the 
ruins of an old village; and a little afterwards faw a tomb on the Arabian 
fhore. At feven, we were obliged to anchor, in order to wait for the coming 
up of our luggage-boat. At half paft feven weighed again, and difcovered 
a {mall 4rab camp, in which were many fheep. The defert came up clofe 
to the river on the left-hand fide. About ten, we paffed by the tomb 
of Meti Sabab Zemaun, who we were told was the fon of Mahomet. He 
had been dead 1170 years, and according to the tradition of the country, 
was to appear again in a very fhort time, when he would mount on the 
back of an untamed mule in the foreft, ride over the face of the whole 
earth, and be its fovereign: the tumb ftands on the Arabian shore. 
At twelve, we paffed by another tomb on the fame fide, raifed to the 
memory of Aly Eben Haffein, a nephew of Aly the renowned. 


Between five and fix in the afternoon, we reached the village of Corna 
or Quorne; near which place refides the chief of the ‘fanizaries of this 
province. Corna lies betwixt the two rivers Zygris and LEupbrates. By 
the defire of our Chocarda, we faluted the Sherck of the place; three 
guns only were intended, but our Lafcar gunner, willing to give more, 
primed the fourth, and fired it. At eight in the evening we left Corna. 
Had cloudy weather with lightning to the fouthward. At half paft twelve 
at night, we were obliged to come to an anchor: the weather {qually, the 
wind S. S. W. and a {trong tide fetting tothe N. Ek. We failed thete laft 
24 hours, about 75 miles. 


At two o’clock in the morning we made fail again, the weather becoming 
fair: at five handed the fails, and fent the Zrackers on fhore. The river is 
here about five hundred yards broad. Both fhores are very plcafant, particu- 
larly that on our left, where is a great deal of ripe corn, which the people are 
now gathering in: on the other fide large numbers of cattle are grazing. Geo- 
graphers conjecture the country around here to have been the feat of the gar- 
den of Eden; for no other reafon probably but becaufe it 1s pleafant, and 


lies between the Tygris and Euphrates. We obferved a company of abe 60 
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Pelicans, fwimming majeftically along the river; Mr. Alms fited a ball 
among them, of which they took but little notice: we were then going 


to difcharge one of the fmall cannon loaded with flugs, but our Chocarda 


telling us it would be a fin, we defifted. At eight o’clock we paffed 


-by two Arab villages, and foon afterwards a large camp of Arabs. At twelve 


at noon, the latitude by obfervation was 31° co north. At three we came 
to an anchor abreaft of Monfuret, an Arad village, in order to change our 
Trackers. | 


Our Chocarda and we have not well agreed to day. We fufpect that he 


intends to impofe on us, ftarting difficulties only to make a merit of getting 
us out of them again. He wanted us to falute the Sbeick of this village, 
which we would not comply with; this offended him, and he talks of 


taking himfelf on board the luggage-boat. We appear indifferent about it, 


as we know he will never leave che good wines and other liquors which he 


finds with us, and which he feems fo much to like, merely for indulging a 
petulant humour. At fix o’clock, finding our Chocarda had not fucceeded 
in getting « new fet of Trackers, we weighed and ftood over to the village, 
where we found him in high difpute. The chief of the hamlet happen- 
ing to be abfent, an ald man who called himfelf Sheick for the time 
prefent, offered to fupply our officer with men, but infifted on being 
paid for them before-hand; on this head, the difpute arofe. We 


thought it beft to accommodate matters, by ordering the payment of the 


money, and eight Marmoodas were accordingly depofited: no fooner how- 


ever was the money paid, than new difficulties arofe from another, a younger 


perion, who infifted that he was the chief, and not the man who had 


received the Marmoodas; and while our Chocarda was contefting it with this 


new pretender, the firft endeavoured to make his efcape. Our officer twice 


took hold of him, and at length, by violence forced him on board the 


yacht: on this, the young fellows of the village {creamed out Allah, and 
multitudes ran towards the veffel, demanding the prifoner, who after fome 
altercation was delivered up to them. In about three quarters of an hour 
after his enlargement, they brought down twelve Trackers, who feemed to 
come on board with great reluctance. Their chief, upon delivering them, 


had a bottle of fpirits and one Pvafre given him as a prefent, and he was to 
recover the Marmoodas trom the other perfon in the beft manner he could. 


From this inftance it plainly appears, what little regard is paid to the 


Turks, by thefe wild, unruly 4raés; for notwithftanding we had obtained 


an order from the governor of. Baffora to the chiefs of the villages to fupply 
us with twelve men from ftage to ftage, they trifled with us here for above 
two hours, and it was by mere dint of bribing that a frefh fet of men could 
be had. I cannot but obferve too upon this occafion, that no kind of pay- 
ment ought to have been demanded from us; for as thefe Trackers have a 
certain {um allowed them from the Turkifb government, whatever we paid 
them befides, was a mere impofition. 


I At 
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At eight in the evening we croffed the river with our new Trackers, hav- 
ing firft filled their bellies with mutton and rice, in hopes of getting them 
into good humour. We fent fix afhore firft, agreeable to cuftom; they 
tracked about three quarters of an hour, when our luggage boat coming 
near with the Chocarda, the others that remained on board told us, that fix 
would not be fufficient to draw the veffel at night, gs the wind then blew 
frefh, and offered to go afhore and affift their companions. When they 
found that we would not conlent to this propofal, they took an opportunity 
of jumping into the Savda/, and from her to the fhore, and there joined 
their comrades: they all directly ran off, leaving us to take care of our- 
felves. On this we hauled into the middle of the ftream, and anchored, 
got our guns loaded with grape-fhot, and our fmall arms ready, to prevent 
being furprized by the rads, for from their late extraordinary -behaviour we 
knew not what to think. At ten we called to Mr. [Yemet, who with 
the Chocarda, flept in the luggage-boat; we propoled to him, as the wind 
was toul, to bear back again for Corna, and there take in men for the next 
ftage. He feemed to think that it would be Jofing both time and way, and 
gave as his opinion that it would be more eligible to continue where we were, 
be upon our guard, and wait for a fair wind to carry us to the next town; 
adding, that the Checarda was of opinion the men would return again in the 
morning. We afked whether he approve] of our firing a mufket over any 
boat that might approach us in the night? The Checarda an{wered, ‘“ Yes, 
if you fire into the boat and kill any of them, I will be anfwerable for the con- 
fequences.’ We refolved however not to proceed to fuch extremities, unleis 
we apprehended our lives to be in danger. No difturbance whatever hap- 
pened during the remainder of the night. Sailed this dav 34 miles. 


175% 


About five this morning, our Trackers returned tous. They affured us, and April 3 


we had reafon to believe them, thatthey ran away by the fole direction of our 
Chocarda, but cannot get at the whole truth of the affair. We got under 
way immediately, as did our luggage-boat: we {till fee great numbers of. 
cattle grazing on each fide of the river, and alfo obferved a boy croffing it 
on the backs of Buffaloes. He fhifted himfelf from the back of one of thefe 
beafts, to another, with great dexterity, as often as he found it necef- 
fary for the order and better conducting of his herd. This extraordi- 
nary feat of activity, put me in mind of that paffage in the fifteenth book 
of Homer’s Iliad, where a man is reprefented as managing four horfes at. 
ance, and leaping from the back of one to another at full fpeed *. 


* So when a horfeman from the watry mead 
(Skill’d in the manage of the bounding fteed) 
Drives four fair courfers, pradtis’d to obey, 
To fome great city thro’ the public way ; 
Safe in his art, as fide by fide they run, 
He fhifts his feat, and vaults from one to one; - 
And now co this, and now to that he flies; 
Admiring- numbers follow with their eyes. 


Pore. | 
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Yefterday, as well as to-day, we paffed by feveral 4rad towns, and fome large 
tombs. We fee from time to time ducks and paddy-birds: every morning the 
lark fings moft delightfully. At noon our latitude by obfervation was 30° 58’ 
north. We have now no longer any tide of flood to help us, but a conftant 
ftream running down. Ac half after two in the afternoon, we paffed by a 
Turkife galley, in which was the brother ot Aly Aga, governor of Ha/fca; this 
gentleman faluted us with one gun, which we returned under jack, enfign, 
and pendant: he feemed to have a large train of attendants with him. At 
three we came abreaft of a village on the left-hand fhore, called Moochalban ; 
and foon afterwards faw ten or twelve wild hogs at a little diftance from the 
river. Mefficurs Dozdge and Pigof went afhore in hopes of killing one, 
but they were difappointed by the hogs running into the rufhes. On the 
right-hand fide we faw allo eight or ten turtle, which would not fuffer us 
to come near them, but flipt away into the water. After eight o’clock 
this morning, no corn was to be feen on the right-hand fide of the river ; 
and fince twelve, none on the left: the whole is pafture land. The oxen 
and buffaloes here are large, and all the fheep have broad flat tails, with 
fpiral endings. 


The Trackers of the yacht have worked brifkly to-day, we encouraged 
them by good feeding; they had rice and Gee in the morning, and the 
remnants of our meat at dinner, which they greedily devoured, firft tear- 
ing it in pieces like fo many Jackalls, We pleafed them much by telling 
them, that we would give them good pay, and pay them ourfelves, and 
not leave the Chocarda to do it for us. At half paft five this afternoon we 
made our little yacht faft to the bank, and wanted for the Sandal, which 
was far aftern. We then took a walk on the left-hand fhore, and found 
the banks of the river very pleafant: that part of the land over which 
the water had lately flowed, is hoary, and incrufted with falt-petre. The 
Arabs cut fluices, and occafionally let in the water of the river ; and to this 
is owing the verdure which extends for about a mile from it’s banks, and 
which terminates in the Defert*. We ftill faw cattle in ereat numbers. 
Mr. Als fhot a crew, whofe body was all white, the feathers of the thighs, 
black and white, the greateft part of the wings black: thefe birds are faid 
to live 3oo years. Several Pelicans unconcernedly {wam by us with the 
ftream, and unmolefted on our parts, for we begin to think it a pity to 
kill fo fine, fo unfufpicious, and ftately a bird. 


While we lay here, a fmall difpute arofe among our Arabs. A Chocarda, 
paffing by ina fmall boat from Baghdad to Baffora, took upon him to ex- 
change four of his Trackers for four of ours; the reafon he affigned for it 
was, becaufe by this means both fets would be at their homes the fooner, 


* This practice of Ictting in the water of the river Euphrates to cultivate and enrich the ad- 
jacent Country, 1s very ancient, being taken notice of by Lucaz in the third book of his Péar- 


fatia: 








Sed /parfus in agros 
Fertilis Euphrates Pharie vice fungitur unde. 


and 
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and he engaged that each fhould have the fame pay as the other. This 
excufe however did not fatisfy the remaining Arabs, who roie tumultuoufly, 
and infifted on our refcuing their companions. We were obliged therefore 
with arms to purfue the Chocarda’s boat, who immediately on difcovering 
that we were Frengees, or Franks, that is Europeans, difmified our people, 
took his own again, and proceeded on very quietly. 


We took the opportunity of waiting for the coming up of the Sandal, to 
prefent our Trackers with two or three ftinking Sable-fio. They inftantly 
made a fire, and broiled them upon the coals: as foon as this was done, 
they feparated themfelves, and divided the fifh into two diftindct lots ; each 
party appointed a director, and he, after having made the feveral portions 
as equal as poffible, ordered every man to take his fhare. When they had eaten 
as much as they could, and drank plentifully of the water of the Exphrates, 
they all feated themfelves on the ground in a circle, and joyoufly began to 
clap their hands and fing. Prefently, one of them got up and danced for 
awhile, then defired the favour of us to Jend him a drawn fword, and hav- 
ing obtained one, he danced again, and dextroufly flourifhed it, whilft the 
others clapped and fung. A fecond now joined him, with another {word, 
and both together difplayed their activity and addrefs. The entertainment 
at length ended with a dance of fix, which was not much unlike our Lng- 
lifo hayes. We appeared, as we really were, pleafed with their mirth. 
When all was over, they drew nigh to us, kiffed our fleeves, and afked 
for a Buxie, or prefent: we tendered them a dram, which they rejected 
with vifible contempt; we then gave a Kapee among them, with which 
they were much pleafed, and very thankful. We took this opportunity to 
hint to them, that as we were fuch good mafters, and had given them fo 
much victuals and money too, we expected that they would work well, and 
deferve our future favour, which they promifed very readily. 


A little before eight this evening, the luggage-boat joined us, and 
our Chocarda and Mr. Hemet defired us, that for the next two or three 
days, we would keep nearer to them, becaufe they looked upon this as 
the moft dangerous part of the whole country; adding, that an hour or two 
before, they had been vifited by about twenty armed rads, who tho’ they 
made no hoftile attempt, yet had a very fufpicious appearance. On this 
intelligence we refolved that the luggage-boat fhould keep a head, and that 
we would follow her clofely, keeping always a ftri€t guard, with our {wivel 
guns loaded, matches lighted, fmall arms at hand, and in order; a regular 
third watch was ordered alfo to be kept. Meffieurs A/ms, Doidge, and Pye 
were appointed commanding officers: Mr. Pigot, Jenkins, M'Intofh, and 
other fervants, to watch; I am excufed on account of my being indifpofed. 


We underftood from Mr. Hemet, who fpake with the Chocarda before-men- 


tioned, paffing.from Bughdad to Baffora, that the Caravan would not fet 


out from the firlt of thele places for Aleppo “till the tenth day of the Ka- . 
Li 
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1758.  mazan (with us the twentieth of May) fo that we flatter ourfelves we fhalt 
t—y—_ arrive at Baghdad in good time. We advanced about thirty five miles to- 
day. About 11 at night we paffed by two rivers on the right. 
Money, At one this morning we got to a town on the left fhore, called Nawafbee. 
Naas age. The officer of the watch hailed the Sandal, intending to defire the Chocarda 
to go afhore; but was anfwered, that he was afleep, and would not be dif- 
turbed till the morning: we had reafon to think he was drunk. Aglittle 
before four we fent our people on fhore to track. We wanted two of the 
twelve men belonging to the yacht to go and affift in tracking the luggage- 
boat, whofe flow motion greatly retarded our progrefs ; but they would not 
comply, faying they were hired for our veflel only. About eight we came 
abreaft of another large town on the left hand (it’s real name { have for- 
gotten). Here fo great a number of men and boys, andeven women, were 
collected to look at us, that they became quite troublefome. Among them, 
we obferved fome of the men armed with fwords; and as the wind and 
ftream were both againft us, and confequently could pafs but flowly by, 
we thought it neceflary to make as great a fhew as poffible of our arms, to 
prevent any infult ; however, none was offered to us; on the contrary, fome 
of the chief of the Arad inhabitants of the place, thinking we might be 
offended at fuch a concourfe of people, who could eafily have jumped into. 
the vefit], took upon them to difperfe the multitude, What feemed chiefty: 
to attract the eyes of the Arabs, and furprize them moft, was the form of. 
the yacht, the manner of rigging her, and above all, the carved work of a. 
horfe’s head on the ftem, and the reprefentation of human figures on the 
{tern *. 


The country hitherto has been fo level, that our officers have not wanted 
an horizon, for their obfervations at noon with Had/ey’s quadrant. Corn 
fields are now not fo frequently met with as formerly. The corn in general: 
was ripe and much of it gathered in, but there was ftill fome on the ground,. 
green and young in the ear. We paffed many villages on each fide of thie 
river, but the greateft number are on the left. All the houfes are built of 
reeds, and covered with mats, and moft of them are in the form of tilted 
waggons. ‘The complexion of the Arabs in general is: pale; children and. 
fuch as do not work in the fun, are remarkably fo, but the Yrackers are 
of a deep copper colour, approaching nearly to black. 


We had a farther trial of our patience this morning, having been greatly 
perplexed with. additional demands from the Trackers, concerning provifions ; 
they infifting that we fhould ftop and buy fome cakes, which they expect 
to be fupplied with at leaft twice a day, befides their ufual allowance of rice 


“ Thefe were extraordinary fights, as all fuch images are forbidden by the Twrdu,. left ido- 
Jatry fhould f{prout from them. | 


and 
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and Ghee. We had reafon to fufpect our drunken Chocards at the bottom 
of this difturbance, for notwith{tanding his folemn looks and hiya founding 
voice, and all that pompous grimace under the Chocarda cap (which is at 
Jeaft a foot and an half in height) I obferved him in the morning very fami- 
liar with our Trackers. While we were vexing ourfelves at the unneceffary 
delay which this new demand of cakes had occafioned, he lay bafking 
in the fun, upon the fhore, and had many fellows about him, who 
champooed, or itretched his joints, picked from his head and the collar 
of the coat his vermin, and at the fame time entertained him with one of their 
chorus fongs. The fellow appeared much delighted, and in a very parti- 
cular manner expreffed his thanks, by putting his arm round the necks of 
the youngeft, and kiffing them: this mark of his gratitude however was re- 
jected by fome of the Arabs, who flung themfelves from him, with a look 
of ineffable contempt. There was but little difference here, in the drefs of 
the women and men, except that the firft had no Turbans, but a fort of 
handkerchief, or veil, over their heads and faces. They had alfo rings in their 
ears and nofes, and bracelets on their wrifts; but their outer garment is 
like the men’s, a Camaline of black and white, like thofe we ourfelves now 
wear, and which we provided ourlelves with at Gombroon, when we intended 
to go to Baffora ina Trankey, difguifed as Arabs. 


We paffed feveral very ftately tombs; but faw no other birds to-day 
but gulls. Now and then we obferved a few date trees, but they have 
been rare fince we got into the Euphrates. 


We now begin to think that our Chocarda is in reality, rather a hindrance 
than of ufe to us, and almoft wifh we had come without him, and 
refolve to treat him more cavalierly than heretofore, and not fo implicitly 
to yield to his commands. The night before laft we put on board the 
Sandal, a bottle of claret, and another of fhrub for the ufe of Mr. Hemet, left 
we fhould be feparated from him again, as we were yefterday at dinner time. 
We are now told, that the Turk, though he had before taken a chearful glafs 
with us, the very fame evening drank a pint of the claret off at a draught, 


and finifhed the bottle the next morning. He makes ita rule to call for 


punch every quarter of an hour, befides drams at intervals. Coffee (the 

Turks common regale) he often refufes, and has forbidden its being gotten 

for him; he fays, that he likes punch better, but prefers claret (of ten fhillings 

a bottle) above all other liquors. We fhall however mortify him in this 

parcicaler, and for the future drink no wine at dinner, when he happens to 
e with us. 


At four this afternoon, we paffed a fmall river on the left-hand fhore; as 
we had before feveral on the right; this we can trace with the eye above a 
mile into the Defert. Between feven and eight, we got to Cota, a village 


on the left fide of the river, a few houfes of which are built with ftone, 
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which we did not obferve before in any other village fituated on the bank 
of this river; a mud-wall furrounds it. We faluted the chief with one 
gun. 


At half paft ten, we changed our Trackers. Thofe we now difcharged, 
entertained us with a fong at parting, and gave an excellent character of us 
to their fucceffors; they went fo far as to tell us, that fhould we not be 
able to get new men here, they would track us up to Hilla. We per- 
formed our promife to them, as to paying them their wages ourfelves, 
and behaved very coldly to our Chocarda. On this account Mr. Hemet 
vifited us, and carneftly recommended, that we fhould not carry matters 
to extremities with this man, expreffing his fear that if we did, his villainy 
might prompt him to carry on intrigues with the rads to our prejudice ; 
he propofed that, on the contrary, we fhould put twenty rupees into his 
hands, and defire that with them he would procure provifions for himfelf 
and fervant, and purchafe of the villagers what might be wanting for the 
Trackers: he was perfuaded that the Chocarda would cheat us of our money, 
but that he looked on as the leaft of the evils we had to apprehend ; but 
obferved, if at our arrival at Ha/ca, we fhould ftill have reafon to be dif- 
pleafed, there would be the fitteft place to difmifs and difgrace him, ac- 
quainting the governor ly Aga of his behaviour. Sorely againft our will, 
we acquiefced in the propofal, and at his requeft delivered into his hands for 
the Chocerda’s ule a bottle of ftrong liquor, with which he got drunk before 
eleven o’clock the fame night.— Advanced the laft twenty-four hours, about 
thirty-two miles. Courfe was chiefly north-weft. 


Yefterday we were greatly perplexed with flies, but now with Mafchetos ; 
the air during the night, was rather cold. At three this morning we paffed 
a laree lake on the left, and at four, another, with great difficulty to our 
Trackers; {poke then with a boat from Baghdad, Hojafbee mafter, who told 
us he was difpatched by Mr. Garden with letters for Mr. Shaw at Baffora, 
and that we fhould be early enough for the Caravan. At fix we an- 
chored abreatt of the village rsjia; we faluted the Sheick with one gun, 
difcharged our Trackers and got others.—At nine we weighed, and began 
to track again. Mr. Pye and myfelf, while we were off 4rsjia, took a little 
walk on fhore; that place, like almoft all the other Arad villages we had 
yet feen, is chiefly compofed of very pitiful reed and mat-houfes, encom- 
paffed with a mud-wall and battlements, with a view to its being defended 
with lances, and matchlock mufketry (the principal arms of the rads) 
again{t their rebel countrymen in the Defert, who are commonly: called the 


wild Arabs. Almoft all the Arabs who have not f{words, carry in their 


hands a hooked ftick about two feet long. They here wear their beards 
to a full length, trimming them to a point below the chin: the young 
ss have their hair bong onthe forehead, but behind they are commonly 
haved. | | 


In 
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In our walk we faw fix or eight loaded camels going into Arsjia. We 
now loft fight of corn fields; the banks and country near the river, being 
covered with a ftrong {cented thorny fhrub, having a ferrated leaf, fmaller, but 
in make like that of the Gum-Arabic. Two or three pelicans went down 
the river, and about three in the afternoon, many partridges {prung from out 
ef the thrubs. We were prefented by a poor /raé with a mullet, weigh- 
ing two pounds, which he ftruck with his fpear; and laft night we had 
fome cucumbers and milk given to us; we returned thanks for each, ina two- 
marmooda piece. 


We killed this afternoon, what we were told, was a venomous water- 
{nake, two feet and a half in length, that had gotten up the veffel’s rudder, 
and was making its way into the cabbin. At five Mefirs. Alms and Pigot 
went onfhore with their fufils, in hopes of fhooting partridges, which are 
here in great plenty; they faw many, but had no fuccefs, and returned with 
only three doves. 


Moft of the road to-day has been very difficult for our Trackers. Wind, 
current, and rippling waves again{ft us. A boat paffed us this afternoon, 
three days from Hi//a, loaded with provifions. We now hear every night 
a hideous howling of Fackalls, and our Trackers are very fearful of meeting 
with lyons. At noon our latitude by obfervation was 31° 4’ north, 
which being but fix miles more than we made on Sunday lalt, fhews that 
our courfe has been chiefly weft. Got this day thirty-four miles. 


We pafted this laft night very difagreeably. Our rafcal of a Chocarda 
was the occafion; without affigning the leaft reafon for it, he about eight 
in the evening, put the luggage-boat on fhore, and infifted that we fhould 
do the fame with the yacht; but his words had no influence on us; onthe 
contrary we got at a proper diftance into the ftream, where we could both 
fee, and oppofe an enemy. This fellow, who was either much frightened 
himfelf, or willing to frighten us, expatiated largely on the danger we were 
now in from the wild rads, and urged the neceffity of our kceping clofe 
to him: the very reafons he affigned for our doing it, induced us to get 
farther from the fhore, whofe bank in this place, was much higher than our 
veffel, and almoft hung over our heads. We learned afterwards from Mr. 
Hemet (who was fo unhappy as to be with him all night) that upon our get- 
ting into the ftream, be grew enraged, whifpered the Trackers, and gave them 
their cue to alarm us: they hailed us from the fhore, and told us, if we did 
not immediately draw nigh to them, they would run away. We made no 
reply, nor any change in our conduét. Soon after, they fet up a hideous noile, 
{ometimes in the how] of the Yackal/, fometimes like a dog, and every now 
and then called to us in a threatening manner. Our Chocarda finding that 
ali his {chemes had no manner of effect upon'us,.ordered lis Arabs to dance 
and fing around their fire; and for the whole of their obedient sa 
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he diftributed among them two Abaffees, telling them they were good boys, _ 
and that he expected the fame fubmiffion to his future commands, as they’ 
had fhewn that evening. He dropt alfo fome threatening expreffions to Mir. 
Hemet, as “that having refufed to obey his directions, we fhould perifb.” He load- 
ed his mufket and piftol, and,at-half paft eight, fired the frit, and at ten inz 
laft, both with ball, pointed towards us, but not fo directly, as if defignec to 
hitus. Mr. Hemet obferved, that foon after he whifpered again to the Arazs, 
when feven or eight of them left the veffel and got afhore; prefently they 
returned on board in a diforderly hafte, and fo disfigured, as greatly to 
alarm him: the villains view, no doubt, was fo far to intimidate Mr. Hemet, 
that we through him might be prevailed upon to fubmit ourfelves. implicitly 
to his orders. The good old man indeed did hail us feveral times, and told 
us, the fcoundrel’s conduct was fuch, that he really was in fear of his lite, 
and that he could not help fufpecting, he was meditating fome mifchiev- 
aus defign againft us. About a quarter after ten he once more got 
under fail, paffed to the other fide of the river and began to track: 
we did the fame. At one in the morning, he laid the luggage-boat afhore 
again, for no reafon that we could think of, unlefs to give us a frefh 
proof of his infolence and endeavour for the maftery. We determined with 
one confent to purfue our plan, and by no means to fubmit ourfelves to 
his folly and obftinacy. We formed among ourfelves various {chemes for 
punifhing him for his infolence; but on this head came to no final deter- 
mination, having heard too much of the revengeful ways of thefe people, 
to refolve precipitately. However, as we carry a letter of recommendation 
from Mr. Shaw to Aly Aga, governor of Hafca; we fhall talk to him, on 
the Chocarda’s behaviour, and probably prevail on him to hinder his going 
any farther with us, | 


At nine this morning we paffed by a large river on the right hand; which 
communicates with the Zygris, and has a large place ftanding near it called 
Graybim. The weather cloudy; wind N.N. E. and blew frefh, fo that our 
Trackers had very hard work. At three in the afternoon, the Sandal {topped, 
and the Chocarda’s Arabs were very active in fecuring our veffel to a ftake, 
near his. We called out in a peremptory tone to caft off our rope imme- 
diately; they obeyed us, and we anchored off in the ftream, fo as to com- 
mand either ‘fhore. We had prefently an alarm from the Chocarda, of Arabs 
being near us; but not difcovering any from our poop, or maft-head, we were 
very tranquil. In the {pace of half an hour, the luggage-boat tracked again; 
we did the fame, and foon joined her; then our Chocarda hailed us in a more 
complaifant manner than of late, and told us to be under no alarm, that no- 
thing fhould hurt us; we gave him for anfwer, that we were perfectly eafy in. 
refpect to all the- world, but himfelf; that we were prepared to refift a 
thoufand Arabs or more; but that our peace had been fomewhar difturbed 
by his irregular conduct: we affured him that we would be our own matters, 
and, 1f we thought fit to go ahead, to be aftern, near the fhore, or in 
the middle of the ftream, we fhould guide ourfelves in conformity to our 
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own opinion, whether it fhould pleafe or difpleafe him; that therefore, if 1758. 
he chofe to be on good terms with us, it was neceffary he fhould teconcile 
‘himfelf to our refolytion. He.made a civil reply, and came into our yacht. 
We recapitulated the- particulars of his ill behaviour, and plainly told him, 
that a continuance of it, could not end.to his advantage, either in refpect 
to his mafter at Baffora, the Bafba of Baghdad or ourfelves. He now 
Jaid afide his haughtinefs, and faid, he was forry for what had paffed, and 
promifed a better look-out for the future. We finifhed our leéture by 
advifing him to drink coffee and water only; gave him a difh of the firit, 
and refolved he fhould have from us nothing elfe. 


No villages, corn fields or pafture land; nothing but wild fhrubs on the 
banks of the river, and the De/ert is at a quarter of a mile diftance. Numbers 
of partridges and pidgeons ftill. We this day were very bufy in making. 
bounces to give a grand falute to Aly Aga; and, as they may be ufeful to 
us again{ft an enemy in the room of hand-grenades, we propofed to prepare 
a number of them, loaded with flugs of lead and iron, 


At eight at night we anchored;. at eleven weighed; at a quarter paft 
eleven dropped anchor again, the Chocarda calling to us, that our men were 
run away, which was both falfe and improbable, being fo far from their. 
home, and having had no wages; they had laid themfelves down on the 
fhore, being weary and in want of reft, after wading through much deep water. 
The weather from nine in the morning till five in the afternoon, was toa 
warm to be pleafant, yet not fo hot as to give aft Indians great reafon to 
complain. ‘Twelve at night, wind N. W. by N. and cold. Meffrs. Doidye 
and Alms, who flept on the poop during the firft watch, were glad to get 
into the cabbin in the middle and morning watches, on account of the 
cold; the fharpnefs of the night air made me cough terribly, but this night 
being tolerably well, I began to watch. The Pelicans, which on rifing from 
the water make a great noife with flapping of their wings, before we 
were accuftomed to them, gave our watchmen fome little alarm. 


We got about twenty miles to-day. There was no horizon for an ob- 
fervation at noon.—The boats which the Arabs ufe hereabouts differ from 
thofe I defcribed at Baffora only in the fhape; they are made like our Lon- 
don wherries, and are paddled on by two men, but if large, by four. 


At five in the morning our Trackers arofe from their fleep, and began May 4 
to track. Wind W. N. W. The river very crooked. At two in the after- 
noon, we had paffed by feveral {mall iflands. At three we made our veffels 
faft to the fhore, the Sandal being behind; at a quarter paft four we began 
to track again. 


Laft night our Checarda fupped with us, and thereby deprived us, for 


awhile, of our bottle of claret. To-day he dined with us, and made us- 
undergo 
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undergo the fame felf-denial. He courted us very much, but we gave him 
to underftand, that works and not words difplay the man: this obfervation, 
filenced him, and we have no more repetitions of hisbeing our devoted 
fervant. We defired Mr. Hemet (whom we had now taken on board the 
yacht) to beg the Chocarda to haften on board the Sandal, and to tell him 
alfo, that as we had loft fo much time in the night, we ought not to lofe 
any in the day. He was not well pleated, and told Mr. Hemet in a vulgar 
phrafe of the Turks “ That he (Hemet) had eaten T—d, and to him, all 
the difturbances and mifunderftandings, had been owing.” 3 


The road for our Trackers, is here in general very bad; they are obliged 
to work much in the water. The country about us, fuch as we pafied 
yefterday. Great quantity of partridges and doves, are yet to be feen. The 
edges of the river abound in fedge, the cyprefs-tree, a dry plant full of a 
thorny feed-veffel, and the caper fhrub. The Mu/chetos are innumerable, 
their ftrings and hummings are intolerable to us in the night, while the flies 
are extremely troublefome in the day. 


At fix this evening, we paffed by an ifland; and at eight we anchored 
in the ftream: the Sandal was made faft to the fhore. We gained but 
twenty-two miles to-day. No horizon for obfervation. 


At five in the morning weighed, and began to track. At nine paffed 
two {mall boats, one going down the river, the other up; this laft had five 
men with three matchlocks; they looked fufpicious, and our Chocarda 
affured us they were rogues ; but our Kzockaty or pilot, told us he knew them, 
and that the chief of the boat lived in the next village; that he had come 
thus far as an efcort to the other boat, and now offered his fervice to us. 
We thought this the moft probable ftory of the two, yet kept a good look- 
out all the following night. Ar ten we anchored, our Trackers having left 
the rope; at eleven, weighed and tracked again: fome rain fell, but in no 
great quantity; it thundered and lightned, as it did yefterday.—At half 
paft two, took the Trackers on board, and made fail with a fine and fair 
breeze. By four we pafied by an old ruined fort, and three rivers on the 
right, one of which we were told was a branch of the Zygris. At half paft 
five, fent afhore the Trackers. At half paft ten we anchored to wait for 
the Sandal. | 


Had it not been for the vexation, proceeding from the Mu/chetos, this 
evening had paffed very pleafantly. On both fides of the river are the 
willow, and poplar trees; a number of birds rooft in them, which we dif- 
turbed in our pafflage , the pidgeon, turtle, and variety of finging birds 
are here in great abundance. During the whole night one of the fongfters 
chaunts the notes of the thrufh and nightingale. Large flocks of Pelicans, 
many ducks, partridges, king’s-ffhers and fwallows, are around us. 


I obferved 
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I obferved the river this evening, to be full of fifh; many of them jumped 
out of the water, and were two feet long. We made thirty-nine miles 
to-day. No obfervation. 


At four this morning weighed, and tacked. At five, fair weather and 
a pleafant breeze. Some date-trees appear and a little corn. Paffed an 
old fort on the left, and at half paft eight we anchored abreaft of Semava. 
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Occurrences on the river Fuphrates from Semava to Lembloon, and Dewana 
or Hafca; genteel reception from the Governor there. — Paffage to Hilla, 
polite behaviour of the Gevernor of Hilla.—Account of the Gereed, a war- 
dike Turkifh .exercife.x—Arrival at Baghdad. - 


E-M AVA is a-walled town, but the houfes are all built of mud. The 
place 1s governed by a Sheick, called L/mael, (fubordinate to Aly Aga) 
a very artful, complaifant old gentleman. He came on board of us ina 
{mall boat a little before we reached the town, and told us, that ‘ having 
had advice of our coming by a boat which paffed us yefterday, he had gotten 
all things in readinefs for our reception, as twenty Trackers, and provifions 
for them in plenty; and that he came in perfon to affure us, he was wholly 


devoted to our fervice.’ He apologized much for his Difbabille, and 


neglect in fhaving his head and trimming his beard, which he faid was 


owing to his being in mourning for two near relations. He had a great 


facility of fpeech, and his compliments were truly hyperbolical. He re- 
peated often “ how much he was our fervant. Sick and weak as he found 
himfelf, yet he was ready to take his heart from his breaft to do us good: 
his arms, his eyes, his head, the whole which he poffeffed, were all 
at our command.” He foon added with a melancholy figh, that ‘* he had 
for fome time paft been indifpofed, much owing to worldly difficulties; and 
at prefent was called on by the government for ¢Lirty purfes of money; but 
that he could, as yet, raife only five ;” and not lone after, we were given 
to underftand, that whatever prefent we were willing to make him, he was 
ready to accept with thankfulneds. 


Flower, rice, and Ghee were brought on board for our new Trackers , 
cucumbers, milk, and two Jambs for ourfelves. We faluted the Shefck with 
one gun, entertained him, his fecretary, and a little flave boy who ftood by 


* him, firft with coffee and then with fugar by way of fweet-meat; but left it to 


Mr. /femet and the Checarda, to recompenfe him for his prefents and trouble. 
They gave him twenty-five Abafees,; and the old gentleman appearing not 
fatished, 
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fatisfied, the Chocarda, paffionately, offered his hand to receive the money 
back, and the Sheick as haftily returned it: thus things ftood for a little 
time; at length the old fox took back the money, and delivered it to his 
fecretary.; his little flave kiffed our hand, and the mafter recomn: ending him 
to our favour, we prefented him with an AbaJee. At half paft leven, the 
Sheick left us, fans ceremonie, by which we concluded that he made luls of 
us than he expected. 


We bought here one frail or bafket of Dees as an addition to the Tiuck- 
ers food, and a few leeks, being all the provifions we. could purchate 
in the. marker... 


At two in:the afternoon, we paffed a river going from the N.E, at half 
paft three, got into a perfect level, which made all the country around appear 
like one watered marfh. This overflowing of the river we were told is 
not common fo foon in the year * We concluded there muft have been 
great rains, or. extraordinary meltings of fnow on the mountains; and we 
pleafe ourlelves with the hopes that the wells of water in the De/ert, will 
likewife be plentifully fupplied. At a quarter after fix, we ftopped for the 
other boat, and were then abreaft of two Jarge Arad camps, in the wildeft 
and moft dreary country I ever beheld. Moft of us took a fhort walk 
on fhore; but not beyond the protection of our little trigate. At feven we 
tracked again, and at eight were obliged to come to an anchor, it being very 
dark, and the proper channel difficult te find, by reafon of the river over- 
flowing it’s banks for a long way into the Defert. We continued to keep. 
a. good look-out, both night and day, and like watchful centinels called | 
to each other, ** 4// ts well.” 


Our Chocarda now altered his conduct much for. the better, often tell- 


ing us, ‘ he is our fervant, and our’s only, and that he likes us fo- 


well, he fhall be ready to accompany us to Aleppo,” we have not re- 
turned the compliment, but continue to treat him though civilly, yet at 
fome diftance.. Our pretent rab Trackers, like all their brethren of our 
acquaintance, already begin to grumble, notwithftanding they have had an 
addition to their common food by our giving them the preferved Date fruit, 
which thefe people are at all times very fond of, but more fo now, as there 


is, and has been for fome time paft, a very great demand for Dates from 


Baghdad, Moful, and Diarbckir, a dreadful famine having ragcd in the 


two laft cities. Baghdad itfelf was alarmed, and twelve thoufand. 


Perfians now refiding there, received orders to quit the place, before the 
{carcity fhould actually reach ir. This order however was not carned into 


*-In the beginning of the fummer, on the fun’s meiting the fnow upon the mountains of 
Armenia, there is a va increafe of watcrs, which running into the Bepbrares in the months 
of Fune, Fuly, and Augu/?, makes it overfow its banks, and occafions fuchanother inundation . 
as sthe Ale does in Evvpe. Rouiin’s Aneien: Hiftory, vol. 24. 
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execution, and it 1s generally believed neve: will; owing as much to a 
proper application of fome purfes ae to the fafba and his minifters, as to 
the prefent appearance of a plentiful crop of grain. A prefent of buffalo 
fteakes were fent to us to-day, which we had for dinner, and relifhed them 
very well, and in the evening we had a prelent of milk, for which we always 
pay dear by a pecuniary return. 


It being Saturday night, according to our old fea cuftom, we allowed 
ourfelves an extraordinary bottle, devoting it to the remembrance of our 
wives, fweethearts, parents, families and friends, The Mufchetos are lefs 
troublefome than of late, owing to our having no bufhes about us. We 
advanced this day twenty-three miles. Had no obfervation. 


This is the firft day of the new moon, and the beginning of the great 
fat, Ramazan. It continues till the fixth of ‘fane. This fait begins every 
year ten days fooner than in the former year. At three quarters after 
tour this morning, we began to track, wind at S. I}; and we foon got 
into a very delightful meadow country, pretty well inhabited by Arabs, 
and their herds, and watered plentifully by the river: this green and watery 
profpect extends as far as the eye carfreach. On our right, the rifing ground 
is cultivated in fome fpots, producing radifhes, &%¢. Here are the white and 
brown Paddy birds, fo common in the Laff Indies, called by that name, 


becaufe they chiefly feed in the Paddy or rice fields. We faw alfo the 
painted diver, and black and white crow. 


{n the middle and morning watches the air was fomewhat cold; the atmof- 
phere continued perfectly dry till laft night, when we felt it damp. This 
morning at five o’clock, we faw our Chocarda leave the Sandal, and go down 
the river in a little boat we hired at Semava; a meffage foon after came from 
him, that four of the Trackers had deferted, and he was gone back to 
Semava after them, but defiring us to go on, and he would follow. 
We jaw a galley aftern coming up the river. At feven, we paffed a boat 
five days trom //i//2, we underftood from her people, that the Caravan fet 
out trom Baghdad five days before we failed from Baffora, we are unwilling 
to believe fuch bad news, About ten we pafied another boat carrying a 
Yanzary down the river, who gave us intelligence of one Cojee-Simon, an 


Armenian merchant, having been robbed and wounded in the river about 


three weeks ago; that he was {till with 44 Aga, but the governor had not 


been able, as yet, to recover a box of pearls valued at twenty thoufand 
rupees, which had been taken fron) him. 


iy age commands all the country between /Zilla and the diftrit of Ba/- 

Vhe head of the Séercks, under his command, has been ordered to 
maxe¢ a particular enquiry and fearch for the Armenian’s effects. This Sheick, 
whole name is Mubomed el Haamet, and whofe tents we paffed laft night, 
we were told, pays annually to the government of Baghdad, for the rents of 


this 
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this country, five hundred purfes of filver, each purfe containing five 
hundred rupees, or twenty-five toman, and he is in a great meafure, 
accountable for the conduct of his Tribes. The Armenian was paffing up 
the river in a defencelefs condition, at the time he was robbed, and it is 
faid, his extraordinary care of his box, occafioned its being difcovered ; and 
that his wounds were owing to the refiftance he made in parting with fuch 
valuable effects. We pafied to-day four or five -/rabs with lances; thefe we 
apprehend are fome of the Banditti who infeft the banks of this great river, 
and {trike fo much dread into the minds of travellers. A fingle perfon, or 
a company of travellers unarmed, might (and I believe would) be in great 


danger from them; but we have nothing to apprehend, provided we keep a 
good look-out. 


Our Trackers work much in the water, and are inceffantly murmuring for 
more provifion than we can afford them. At Bajfora we laid in fo much 
rice and Ghee, as by the Turks about Mr. Shaw, was thought an ample ftore 
to carry us to /7i//a, but that has been a lone time fince expended, and 
more has been added from every place we have touched at, where there 
was a poffibility of purchafing; yet we are always in want. At Semava, 
a ftock was put on board by the Sheick for twenty men, to which we 
added a frail of dates, weighing one hundred pounds; thele are now 
greatly exhaufted, and we are apprehenfive of being in want. The truth 
is, thefe poor tracking fellows come to us half ftarved, they work bard, and 
Can eat five times as much as they ufually get at home, or are allowed, when 
they ferve a Turk, or one of their own countrymen; but, whilft they are 
in the fervice of an European, of whoie riches they entertain a moft extra- 
vagant idea, they are ever difcontented with a common portion, and even with 
a double allowance, and in fpite of all his humanity and care, will grumble 
and give him difturbance: all travellers therefore who come this way, fhould 
be careful to lay in a very plentiful ftock of provifions at their firft fetting 
out from Bajfora; as they will find it a very difficult tafk to get any quantity 
afterwards. On the obferving or neglecting of this particular, their future 
eafe or difquietude will in great meafure depend. It is not poffible to 
conceive, much lefs to defcribe, the horrid noife and difturbance, that is 
made by thefe Arabian male-contents upon fuch occafions: a ftranger 
to their language and cuftoms, could not but have his doubts, whether they 
were not about to feize him by the collar, and.cut his throat. Their outtural 
language, fierce and ghaftly looks, and threatening geftures, added to the 
natural wildnefs of the country, muft needs All him with conftant appre- 
henfions of violence, and therefore cannot fail of making his whole patiace 
painful and difpleafing to a great degree. 


About two in the afternoon, a boat went by us from Baghdad, by which we 
fearned the Caravan was not gone. Soon aiterwards a Turkih galley alfo paficd 
us with fome people of conicquence; they faluted us with one gun, which 
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we returned. We have no profpcét now but of thick fedge on each fide ‘cf 
the river, which is here about 120 feet wide. At four, gota little out of the 
rufhy into a more open and pafture country: here we ftopped for our 
boat. Several Arab encampments are in fight, pitched on the {mall rifing 
{pots, which are fcattered bere and there about this overflown, and flat country. 
The prefent Arabs arc, like their forefathers, a maveable peoples they tra- 
vel eaft, weft, north and fouth, and pitch their tents, or ruth houfes, as the 
foil beft ferves for feeding their cattle, of which they feem to have great 
plenty. While here, we were vifited by one of their Sheicks accompanied 
by three or four men better drefied than common; we fhewed them our 
arms, and gratified the Sheik with five or fix charges of gunpowder, for 
his match-lock piftol, and afterwards added a little inuff. Here we un- 
drefled and fwam in the Euphrates. The fame fort of birds were feen by 
us to-day as yefterday. ‘lhis day has been much overcaft, and hot, with 
thunder and lightening. 


We were again terribly perplexed with Mufchetos this evening, but were 
° o 9 ad , e 
rcheved about twelve o’clock by a frefh gale: the Jurbans, which we all 
wear, are the beft defence for our heads againft the fun; and our whifkers, 
that have been growing ever fince we left Bombay, fecure the upper lip 
from the vexatious ftine of thefe infects. We made feventeen miles to-day. 


By oblervation at noon we were in the latitude of 31° 24’ north. 


At one o’clcck in the morning, claudy weather, with thunder, lightning, 
and an appearance of rain talling to the northward. At half after one a. 
mufket was fired from our yacht towards a {mall boat, which, from it’s 
fulpicious condudt, our people believed to be a thief. At two the Chocarda 
returned from Semava with the four deferters. At three, the wind changed 
trom the fouth, to the north, and for a little time, blew very frefh: every 


now and then we heard the report of a mufket a little aftern of us, and. 


upon our left hand. At half paft four, we began to track, as did the lug- 
page-boat with the Chocarda. About fix, Meffieurs Alms and Pigot faw- 
two wild hogs not far from our Trackers ; they fired four mufkets with balls, 
buc the hogs efcaped among the rufhes. At feven, paffed on the night, a 
plantation of cotton trees, in a very fertile foil, and more raifed from the 
river, than any we have lately obferved. At nine got again into an over- 
flown meadow-country, with encampments of rads, their families, and 
cattle. Birds we faw as laft mentioned, and fome turtle; the infect we 
call Ladycow every now and then is among us, alfo flies, moths, and horfe- 
ftingers; the fparrow is alfo to be found here, and in every other place that 
I have vifited in fa. 


The greateft part of this day we tracked thro’ water, choaked up with 


fedge, moft of it breaft high; the bottom, in fome places, was out of a 


man’s depth. At fix in the evening, we reached the fide of a little ifland, 


and not far from it was an draé camp; we waited there for our lugeage- 
baat, 
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boat, which did not get up to us, till nine o’clock. At feven, whilft 
at anchor, a Zurki/b galley paffed us, having the Pajba Gange Mahomed 
Aga on board; a general, commanding thirty thoufand troops: he had been 
down the Euphrates, directing at what places the river fhould be let in, and 
where ftopped. We hailed him, and fome compliments paffed ; he told us 
he fhould haul a little ahead, and lye by for the night; we anfwered that 
we would do the fame. After he had juft paffed us, we faluted him with 
one gun, which he returned. 


On this little ifland Meffieurs Alms, Pigot, myfelf and two fervants went 
afhore with our guns, and had good diverlion, {hooting at Yackals , they 
were the moft hairy ones I ever faw, and which like fpaniels took imme- 
diately to the water. We found feveral of thcir holes, fited into one where 
we fufpected a Fackal had kenneled, and made a fire before it, but without 
fuccefs. We aimed feveral fhot at an animal we took for the otter; it lay 
on the bank near the water, but flipt in, and fwam from us, often diving, and 
when up, turning its head every now and then towards us, giving a melan- 
choly yell: we found its dung as large as that of a dog, it confilted of the 
fhells of crabs, with which the banks of the Euphrates abound, as alfo 
turtle ege fhells, and the fkins of many kind of inlets. We killed 
divers birds. By our Chocarda, we were told, that the dozs of an Arad 
camp behind us, had killed a large wild hog, which had been before wounded, 
probably by Meffieurs Alms and Pigot. This afternoon Mr. Alms killed 
with a fingle ball, at the diftance of about two hundred and fifty yards, a 
beautiful pheafant-coloured curlew ; there were more in company. 


This has been a windy fatiguing day for our Trackers, the middle part 
not very hot, the evening cold. The Aé@u/chetos about this ifland put us to 
infufferable pain, but we got rid of thefe tormentors in the night, as we 
reached to windward of the ifland. This afternoon we paffed the very fpot, 
where Cojee-Simon, the Armenian, was lately robbed; near to a place 
called Monzaradub. We faw here a great number of Pelicans. Got nine- 
teen miles, Latitude by Meffieurs Doidge and Alms’s obfervations 31° 33° 
north. 


The laft night was very cold, and this morning the wind is high, foul 
and bleak. Our Trackers ftate is fuch, as calls aloud for pity, and plenty 
of food: they have worked feven hours in the fedge and water, breaitt 
high; and at eleven o’clock in the morning no profpect of a change 
for the better. Saw two otters on a little dry bank, and fome turtle. We 
got this morning three quarts of fine rich milk, and wanted to pur- 
chafe a calf, but the Arabs would not fell it, nor have we been able to buy 
one fince entring the river ; not owing, as in Jxaza, toa religious fcruple, but 
becaufe it would be a leffening of the herd, on whofe number the impor- 


tance of the Sheick entirely depends. Our Chocarda, this cold morning, 
4 oreatly 


May 9: 


1758. 
ned 


I EMBLOON, 


[ 256 J : 


oreatly exerted himfclf, by encouraging, punifhing, and by his own ex 
ample fhewing the Trackers how they ought to work; he even ftripped, 
and threw himfelf into the water, {wam to the rope, and affifted for a little 
while in the tracking. What a ftrange alteration in the conduct of this 
man ! 


About noon we drew near to a high fpot of ground, and paffed a tomb 
on the right, raifed to the memory of J/aleb Toffein. Upon this rifing 
eround, is a large town built of mats called Lemd/oon; it is on the left fide 
of the river, oppofite to which, on the right, is another tomb or monument 
raifed to Imauim Kzaai. The river here is about three hundred feet broad. 
We fent our fervant to the village to buy provifions ; during his abfence, 
the Turkifb galley paffed us, which had been to-day behind us, and lefs ex- 
peditious than ourfelves. At four our Sandal went by likewife, and then 
Our man returned with fome rice and Ghee, and a bull-calf, which with 
great difficulty he had bought for us; they would by no means part with 
the female. 


Since we left Baffora, we have always had cool water in plenty, owing to it’s 
prefervation in the earthen jars, which we there provided ourfelves with. The 
water is not perfectly clean, nor is it very foul, we fine it in the jars with 
a little alum, otherwife it would be very muddy. Upon the whole, at pre- 
fent we make no complaint of our water, but often declare, that if the 
wells of the De/ert are as propitious to us, as the Expbrates is now, we 
fhall think ourfelves fortunate in this important article. 


The fatigue of the morning occafioned one of our Trackers to run away ; 
another of them 1s fick, and two more are, or pretend to be fo. With 
pain, I obferved this forenoon, that one of the Trackers to the Turkish galley 
trom excefive wearinels eave over work, and made towards the veflel, en- 
deavouring to gct into her; he feemed to be almoft exhaufted, and cried 
out for admittance, but initead of being fuffered to enter the galley, he was 
feverely beaten with a large ftick by one of the officers, and the poor crea- 
ture was obliged to quit his hold, and to fwim the river; he made for 
the fedge on the left-hand fide, into which he threw him(elf, and lay 
eroaning as we pafled by: it was debated whether we ought to take him in, 
but ’twas concluded, that this might give offence to the Bafba, and efpe- 
cially as the man was not far now from an Arabian camp. Soon after 


we had paffed him, he creeped afhore, and made towards the encamp- 
ment. 


Our people fed well to-day; for to their rice and Ghee, we added the 
offals ot the calf. How different the cuftoms of thefe Arabs, from the 
Gentoos in india! none of the latter will eat of the moft delicate food, even 
jt but another Gentoo, unlels of his own Ca/, has touched it: the former are 
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fo free of fcruple, that they will feed on the guts and fkins of beafts, and 
eat every {crap left on our plates. 


At nine at night we anchored in the ftream, waiting for the Sandal, which 
joined us a little before eleven; prefently, the Chocarda gave an alarm by 
firing his mufket towards the fhore, and calling out, that “ rogues were 
very near us in boats.” Our fervant Vertan intftantly fired another from 
the yacht, which obliged us all to arm and run to the deck. We de- 
manded from the Sandal, the real caufe of this manoeuvre; were an{wered, 
that four or five boats had been near us, and though hailed, would make 
no anfwer. Mr. Pye, who had the watch, faw one {mall boat pafs with two 
or three men, but no more; and was difpleafed at the fervant’s following 
the Chocarda’s example, as there was not the leaft occafion for the diftur- 
bance: by the difcharge of the muskets, a village alfo was alarmed, which 
by the voices of men and women, the cry of children, and barking of 
dogs, we difcovered to be very near. Soon after, there was a profound 
filence on board the luggage-boat, by which we judged that the Chocarda 
raifed the alarm, with the view only to make us keep a good look-out, 
while he took a found fleep. The Turki/b galley was at this time about a 
quarter of a mile ahead, at anchor alfo in the ftream. 


Since we paffed Lembloon, we have been again amidft a low, wet country; 
the fides of the river full of fedge, and very diltrefling to our Trackers. 
The otters here are about the fize of a cat. We faw but few birds to-day. 


A {mall water-hlly grows among the flags all up this river, 


At twelve at night, the air was warmer than ufual, and damp. By obker- 
vation the laticude is 31° 40° north. We advanced only 12 miles this 


Gay. 


In Mr. 4/ms’s watch this morning, between the hours of two and five, 
fome little noife was heard on board the Saadal, and our people underftood, 
that a man had jumped from her into the water, and {wam to the fhore : 
about feven o'clock, we received a meflage from the Clocarda, defiring we 
would ftop a litde, for he wanted to fpeak to us on an affair of confequence: 
when he came, he told us, with a melancholy countenance, that, early in the 
morning he had been robbed of fifty Venetian Zechins and his outer veft,; 
that the thief had fwam fromthe fhore, {tolen into the veficl, gotren to the 
place where he flept, and taken the money from his troulers pocket, and 
his coat by his fide. We farcaftically looked furprized, ralhed, and told 
him his Neeping was unlike an cfiicer; that none of us (which was the 
truth) had taken our clothes off fince we had been on the paffage ; and then 
expreffed our fears about the fafety of our own affairs under his protection. 
He would fain have perfuaded us to have given full credit to the ftory ; and 
tro acquit himfelf of negligence, he laid the whole blame on the drowfinefs of 
a relation of his in the fame veffel, in whofe watchfulnefs he faid he had 
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placed great confidence, and brought him on that very account. We 
{miled, and appeared fo incredulous on the occafion, that contrary to. his late 
ceremonious deportment, he left our veffel without taking leave. 


We began tracking this morning a little before five, and prefently after 
a boat went down the river, three days from Hil/a, which told us that the 
Caravan was not yet gone. The land here is on the drain, it having been 
overflowed: in fight were many comfortlefs huts, fome placed on the very 
water, but almoft all on exceeding damp ground, drained by a fur- 
rounding ditch of a foot and a half deep, dug within four or five feet of the 
hut itfelf. Such miferable places of abode, as we have paffed in great 
abundance of late, I never before beheld; in each, which confifts of one 
apartment only, are contained the man, wife or wives, children, dog, and 
now and then two or three fowls. One Buffalo-cow always belongs to this 
wretched fpot, which every morning and evening is driven home to 
give fuftenance to the family. In thefe hovels, you fee fometimes a 
{word, but always a lance of about nine feet in leneth, of the fame kind, 
but not near fo handfome, as thofe at Madagafcar, and from them, I ima- 
gine, iffue out the petty robbers of this part of radia. 


About four this afternoon we had on both fides, a fine level pafture 
country, well inhabited with Buffalos, oxen, cows and fheep; the latter we 
have not remarked in plenty for fome days paft. Saw however a great 
quantity of Pelicans, and other birds. The river here, is narrow, deep, 
rapid, and very muddy: the two laft owing to the land on our right being 
on the drain, and the water falling with fome velocity from a hanging level ; 
the land to the left is rather lower than the river, but the water is pre- 
vented from overflowing, by a bank which has been thrown up by art, 
and conftantly kept in repair. 


We were frequently near the Turkifb galley to-day, but could not get a 
fight of the Ba/ba, he being in bed the whole or greateft part of the day, and 
has been fo ever fince the commencement of the Ramazan ; {uch we are told 
is the ufage of the Mahometans in this long faft of one moon: they fuffer no 
food or drink to enter their lips during the whole day, but, it is faid, moft 
of them feed heartily inthe night. They are glad to fpend that time in fleep, 
which otherwife would be very tedious to them, and perhaps imagine that 
by this means they fhall be lefs liable to thofe folicitations of nature, 
which their religion teaches them, at this feafon, entirely to relinquith *. 

Our 


* Ramazan, or Ramadan; a folemn feafon of fafling among the Mahbometans, kept in the 
ninth month of the Arabic year. This faft confifts in abftaining from meat and drink, and 
from lying with their wives each day, from the rifing of the fun ‘till the flars appear ; and is 
ef fuch ftn& obligation, that none are excufed from it; forthe fick, and all others who cannot 
ebferve it in this month, are obliged to faft another entire month inftead of it. So fuperfti- 
tious are the Mabometans in the obfervance of this Lest, that they dare not wath their mouths, 
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Our Chocarda however is not of this fcrupulous turn; the quantity of fpirits 
and wine he daily drinks, too abundantly declares it. He was fo much off 
his guard yefterday as to fay, that he would eat even pork or bacon with 
us; and yet this fellow, when in a paffion, is always fure to brand his 
Trackers with the infamous appellation of Pork-Eaters. 


At feven o'clock in the evening, we drew near to Dewana, the capital of 
the government of Ha/ca, where refides Aly Aga; his power commences at 
Corna (which ends that of the governor of Baffora) and extends up the river, 
as far as //illa. The river grows much broader now, and alittle higher 
up, it appeared to be at leaft a mile over. Ateight, paffed a large river to 
the lett hand. All the country about us is neatly cultivated for pafturage, 
the river being»with great care and judgment admitted, or fhut out, agree- 
able to the neceffity of the herdfman. 


At a little after twelve at night, we anchored at a {mall diftance from 
Dewana, commonly called (as 1s the province) Hafca. We got twenty- 
five miles to-day. At noon the latitude by obfervation was 31° 48’ 
north, 


At fun rife, which was a quarter paft five, we faluted the governor with 
fix guns and eight bounces; and agreeable to Mr. Shaw’s direction, fent 
afhore his letter, and our compliments by Mr. Hemet, the Chocarda, and one 
of our European fervants. In a little time we learnt, that the governor could 
not be fpoken with till five o’clock in the evening, upon account of the 


Ramazan. 


Cojee Pagoofe, an Armenian merchant of Baffora, at prefent refiding here, 
to whom Mr. Shaw wrote a letter in our favour, came on board of us 
early in the morning, to bid us welcome, and to offer his beft fervices with the 
governor. He told us, he was confident /y 4ga would give us an honour- 
able reception, but that on account of the Faf it would be impoffible for 
any perfon to get accefs to him before five in the evening; that he would 
put Mr. Shaw’s letter into the hands of one of the governor’s attendants, 
who on his mafter’s coming out of his room, would be fure to deliver it. 
He added, chat foon after five, he believed we might be fupplied with 
Trackers and neceflaries in order for our departure, provided we could 
not be induced to tarry longer; but that he himfelf thould be happy 
could he prevail on us to ftay a little while, and receive the civilities 
the governor would be ready to fhew to Engli/omen. As he verily 


or even {wallow their fpittle. The men are, indeed, allowed to bathe themfelves, on condi- 
tion they do not plunge the head under water, left fome drops enter by the mouth or ears, &c, 
But as for the women they are itri€lly forbidden to bathe, &c. However, they frequently 
feaft all night. The Mabometans call this month holy, and believe that as long as it lafts, 
the gates of Paradife are open, and thofe of He// shut. 
| Didionary of Aris and Sciences. 
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believed the Caravan would not depart from Raghdad before the fifteenth 
of the Moon, we refolved to wait, and it was ayreed upon between Cajee 
Pagoofe and us, that at fun-fet, the time 4 Aga was to appear on his 
Terrace, we would, on the fienal of the meichant’s waving his hand that the 
Aga was there, falute him from our little yacht, which we accordingly did, 
repeating the falute of the morning. 


The governor and his numerous attendants, appeared on the houfe-top, a 
little before the fetting of the fun; and when it was gotten to the horizon, I 
obferved that he and all his train, proftrated themfelves in prayer. Soon 
after they had ended, a meffage came from Aly Aga, congratulating us upon 
our fafe arrival at Ha/ca, with affurances of his doing all in his power to 
forward our paffage up the river; and excufes for having, on account of the 
ftrict laws of the Faff, kept us fo long without his paying his compliments : 
concluding with an invitation, to drink coffee with him in the evening, 
To all this having made our proper acknowledgements, the meflenger 
added, that the governor would be obliged to deprive him{clf of the plea- 
fure of our company till Jate in the evening; the reafon afigned was,. be- 
caule he intended to prefent one of us with a Turhifb velt, and as he had 
ordered that it fhould be a very handfome one, it would require fome hours 
to make it. : 


Monfieur Hemet, on this occafion, was our interpreter; and as he had 
fpent fo much of his time in Perfa, about the court, he knew very weil 
how to act for us. He prevailed upon Ay Aga to fend us his great barge, 
at the rime he wifhed us to come, and told him, that we were unaccuftomed 
to fiton the ground though covered with a carpet; the governor replied, 
that ‘‘ we fhould have cufhions, and was he malter of chairs, we fhould be 
” adding, that if we chofe to fend our own feats, it would 
be altogether as agreeable to him. This was a matter of the utmoft indif- 
ference to us, we had no public character to maintain, and fhould have been 
as well pleafed with the cufhion, as the ftool; but our old friend would 
not hear of what he called fuch a conceffion, affuring us, that the chair or 
the ftool, ‘* voud be de more honorable: we {ubmitted, {miling at each other. 
An intimation had been given us, that three would be the proper number 
to wait on this great man; fuch he really is, his government being the 
moft important of any in this part of the world, the Bafba ot Baghdad ex- 
cepted. It was eleven o’clock before the officer of his houlchold came in 
the barge to attend us, though during this time, there had been fent us 
more than one apology for the delay. As foon as we were landed, the 
barge faluted us with one gun: Cojee Pagoofe, with many officers, received us 
on the fhore, attended with fervants and’a number of lights, and they all ac- 
eompanied us to the governor. _We were received on the Terrace; Aly Aga 
was feated, furrounded by his principal 4gas to the number of fifty, drefled 


‘in green or red. At our coming to the carpet, on which the ftools were 


placed, we put off our fhoes, which we had flipped down for that purpofe 
| before 
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before we left the vefful: we were dreffed as Europeans, and on approaching 
him, we uncovered our heads, and bent our bodies, after our own manner; 
he returned our compliments fitting, but gracefully bending his body for- 
wards, putting his right hand upon his breaft, and then immediately point- 
ing to our feats, we fat down, and covered our heads. We fat fronting 
him; on each hand he had an ancient venerable perion; farther to his richt, 
were in four ranks other officers all fitting, fix or feven in each rank, and 
to his left were ftill more. Many fervants ftood behind us, among then 
my man Alexander had intruded himfelf; our Chocarda too was obferved 
to be at this entertainment. 


Aly Aga addrefled himfelf to us, by the mouth of Coee Pagoofe and Mr. 
Hemet, Pagocfe {peaking to the latter in Perfian, and he to us in French, 
and fometimes in broken E£xzglifh, Common compliments took place firft, 
refpecting our health, that of Mr. Shaw, &c. then he afked us of the par- 
ticular incidents of our voyage hitherto, of our intended route, and of our 
motives for underraking fo fatiguing and perilous a journey ; he was greatly 
amazed to find they were not pecuniary ones, but proceeded chiefly trom 
curlofity. He then changed his difcourfe to our company’s affairs at Bengal, 
and the revolutions which had lately happened there; talked of our fleet in 
India, of the feveral powers at war in Europe, and of the face of affairs there 
at prefent; and at laft, of the navigation up the river Lupbrates, of the 
latitude of Bajfora, Dewana, &c. During this converfation we were enter- 
tained, firft, with a faucer of {weetmeats. of which fome of us eat four or 
five very fmall fpoonfuls, and intended to have finifhed the whole, but 
Monfieur Hemet whifpered to leave off, ‘* for dat one fpoonful only, was de 
more polite; then a {mall cup of coffee was brought, and after a fhort in- 
terval a fmall bafon of warm {weet water fcented with rofes; laftly, our 
handkerchiefs were wetted with rofe-water, and our noftrils fumigated with 
the fmoke of stmbergreafe and Agala wood. We had been given to under- 
ftand, that foon after the ferving of the fweet water and odours, we fhould 
be at liberty to take our leave; on our making a motion todo this, d/y vgs 
repeated to us, how forry he was the folemnity of the Ramazan deprived 
him of tlie pleafure of our company by day; but that, if convenient to us, 
he fhould be happy, would we continue here for a few days to recover from 
our fatigue, and he would endeavour to make us pafs the time as 
agreeably as was in his power. We excufed ourflelves from accepting his 
kind invitation, by informing him of the neceflity we were under to 
reach Baghdad as foon as poflible ; and that we had an additional mo- 
tive to haften our journey, which was the earnelt cefire of feeing our 
native country, and our families, from whom we had fuffered a long 
and painful feparation. His anfwer imphed, that he fincercly wifhed us a 
happy fight of both, hoped our journey and voyage would be as pleafane 
and {peedy as poffible, and that the Great God would conduct us fafe. We 
exprefied in the beft terms we were able, our fenfe of his favors ; to which 
he replicd very fenfibly and politely. As foon as we got from our — 
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Mr. Doidge, our elected chief, had a filk Peli/e or veft put upon him, lined 
with Ermine, worth about ten pounds, for which he made one of his hand- 
fomeft bows to Aly Aga. | 


Our vifit lafted about half an hour, when we all took Jeave, and repaired 
to the barge, and in her to the yacht: the barge fired another gun at our 
getting on board. Pagoofe and the fame officer of the houfehold who had 
attended us before, now accompanied us to our cabbin. We drank before 
them Aly Aga’s health, and fired a gun. Between twelve and one both 
thefe gentlemen left us, by whom we fent on fhore ten fequins, or about 
five guineas, to the treafurer, to be divided among the governor’s fervants. 
We detained them for a while, purpolely to give Mr. Dodge an oppor- 
tunity of finifhing his letter to Mr. Shaw, to whom we were obliged to 
write, having this day, by the advice of Cosee Pagoofe, difmified Mr. Cho- 
carda, for arepetition of hisinfolence, without making him the leaft prefent. 
We had painted his behaviour in its true colours in our letter to Mr. Shaw, 
but at Ay Aga’s requeft we added a poftcript by way of mitigation; this 
ftrange inconfiftent fellow having thrown himlelf at the feet of that gover- 
nor, begging his interceffion with us to write as little to his prejudice 
as poffible. 


sefore Cojee Pagoofe \eft our veffel, we defired him to tell us, what was 
the occafion of the hearty laugh, which we obferved had taken place 
whilft ly Aga was making his enquiries; he acquainted us that the old 
gentleman who fat on the governor’s right hand, affected to be a judge of 
what Melts. Doidge and Alms were telling Aly Aga regarding the Jatitude 
and longitude of places, and frequently threw in his approbation by fay- 
ing “* Aye that’s true: the laugh arofe from the governor’s merrily reply- 
ing, “I do not doubt of the truth of what thefe gentlemen advance, and 
to be fure you are an accurate judge of it; for the utmoft of your erudition 
in this way, is I think confined to the latitude and longitude of my Per/on , 
that indeed, you are pretty well acquainted with.” Aly Aga is a native of 
Perfia, and aman of a more inquifitive turn than is commonly found (as 
we were told) among the Turki/b governors. 


Dewana, which by our obfervations lies in the latitude 31° 56° north, 
is a confiderable town, built with mud; the governor is obliged to pay into 
the treafury of the Babe of Baghdad, fifteen hundred purfes yearly, it 
being the ftated royal rent of the diftri&t; but I am well informed that 
fly Aga remits at leaft three thoufand purfes: this additional fum 1s 
acquired by muléts on the rads for different crimes, efpecially for rob- 
beries. ‘The fines are commonly paid in cattle by the Sheicks, but the 
‘Turks {oon turn them into cabh. 


This condué of Aly Aga in remitting more to the royal treafury than is 
required trom him, appears a very extraordinary circumftance at firft fight ; 
but 
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but it is truly a moft refined ftroke of policy: for knowing that immenfe 
riches in this country are the fureft means to fhorten a man’s days, he puts 
himfelf out of all danger by never prefuming to accumulate them for 
his own ule. He is rather ftudious to be thought the generous and difin- 
terefted, than the rich and opulent man. Doubtlefs, it is entirely owing 
to this, that he is fo great a favourite with the Baba of Baghdad, whole 
purle he takes care to fill, though he finds it prudent to neglect his 
own. . 


Mr. Shaw told me at Baffra, the particulars of a difpute between him 
and ly Aga when governor of that place, for which the latter was difplaced, 
and but of late appointed to the command at Hafca. He has fince acknow- 
ledged, that he injured Mr. Shaw, and made all proper conceffions to 
him. They had now entered into a friendly correfpondence, and a new 
branch of trade; which it 1s hoped will prove advantageous to the company, 
and be of fervice likewife to this generous, genteel, worthy man, whofe 
common emolurrents are judged inadequate to his fpirit and deferts. 


At half paft eight, we weighed, and took our laft leave of Aly Aga, with 

the difcharge of all our guns; our bounces being expended in the unex- 
pected fecond falute of yetterday, we could not carry the compliment any 
farther: Cojee Pagoofe undertook to apologize for us on this head, Here, two 
of the La/cars or feamen belonging to our Sandal ran away; Vertan got 
two perfons in their room, one of whom foon left us alfo: this fervant had 
now the charge of that vefiel fince the difmiffion of the Chocarda and his 
adherents, of whom we were now told there were three or four. 


At eleven we croffed the river, and began to track on the left hand fide. 
The land in view is partly pafture, partly arable, the cattle continue the 
fame as lately mentioned, but horfes are more numerous. We obferved 
one of the latter fwimming acrofs the river, with a fervant. This horfe (by 
our information) was defigned as a prelent to us, had not Cosee Pagoo/e 
difcovered that we had already a fufficient number, and that a habit would 
be more acceptable. 


“At twelve we ftopt for our luggage-boat, and at half paft one began 


again to track: at fix in the afternoon paffed a fort to the right called 
Monoly. The wind is ftill againft us, and the ftrean runs down at the rate 
of five milesan hour, which, joined to our delays from the Sandal, prevent 
our making but a very flow progrels. At halt paft eight, the Trackers. 
called to leave off work, the bottom being now bad, the banks bufhy, and 
they themfelves in fear of lions, tygers, and other wild beafts. We took 
the men on board, and ftood off into the {tream to avoid infults from the 
people on fhore, but were obliged to return to the bank on account of the 
rapidity of the river. If we could have lain at a diftance from the fhore, 
we fhould have been more at eafe in all refpects; particularly from thofe 
. 7 bitter 
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bitter enemies the Mu/chetos, which peftered us this evening, rather more 
than ever, and are inexpreffibly tormenting, even to the degree of throwing 
us into a temporary fever. Happy for us! that with the return of the fun 
and wind in the mornings, we are till the clofe of the day relieved from 
them, and without this interval, I know not what might be the confe- 
quence: the fun is our great deliverer in this refpeét; but alas! the increaf- 
ine heat of that elorious body begins to make us Jament, our being no 
farther advanced on our journey; but as we have no reafon to charge our- 
felves with the Iealt unneceflary delay, we endeavour to be fatisfied, and 
bear what may happen with becoming refolution. We made but eight 
miles to-day; latitude by obfervation 31° 58% 


At half paft four this morning we began to track; at five we croffed to 
the right fide of the river, in hopes that the footing and current would be 
more favourable , at eleven crofled again, the current being fo ftrong, that 
we could not turn a point of land. At one in the afternoon, ftopped for 
the luggage-boat. At half paft two went on again, the Sandal being in 
fioht. At fix anchored tor the mght at fome diftance from the fhore. 
A little before feven, we were faluted to our great furprize with the thunder- 
ing voice of our 1ate Chocarda, who in a fmall boat paffed by us and com- 
manded our fervants to deliver us his compliments. We conclude that he 
is going on his own private affairs to Baghdad, or perhaps to execute there 


fome orders from his governor. 


The banks are now covered with a fhrub of the cyprefs kind; bramble- 
bufhes and tome other fhrubs make a fort of foreft, well fuppled with a 
varicty of finging birds; fome of them chaunt all the night: there are 
great quantities of wild ducks. Got eleven miles. Latitude by objferva- 
tion 32° 4° north. : 


This night we took into ferious confideration, the very little progrefs we 
had made, and the fmall portion of time we have to fpare, as the Caravan 
by all accounts will fer ouc the fifteenth of the Afoon; and unanimoufly 
refolved, for greater expedition to move ourlelves and all we have on 
board the yacht, intothe Savda/, where are our horfes, &c. and with our ten 
Trackers to join her’s, that by their united force, we may haften her motion, 
which is at prefent very flow. 


Agreeable to this refolution, a litde after four this morning, we dropped 
down with the ftream, and joined her; by eight we difmiffed the yacht, 
with a letter for Mr. Shaw, telling him of the ftep we had taken, and 
of our having borrowed her fore-topfail, to make us a cover in the Sandal 
from the tan. At fix in the evening, we paficd the tomb of a reli- 
gious perfon to the left: a little afterwards a human body floated by us, 
which probably had been drowned by the overfetting of a Sandal. This 
greatly alarmed our Yrackers, who fay, that accidents of this kind 
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have frequently happened, and pofitively declared, that they would 
not proceed any farther during the night, for fear of meetin: with the 
like fate. At half paft feven therefcre, though a fine moon-light evening, 
we made our veflel faft to a ftake fixed on the fhore; we got our camp- 
table and ftools out, and for the firit time eat our morlels on the edge of 
the De/ert. 

We {aw to-day many ducks and one pelican; the banks are very woody, 
or rather bufhy; few people live hereabouts, only juft as many as are necel- 
fary to take care of their buffaloes, which are numerous. This morning 
a woman fwam acrofs the river, which here was eight hundred yards 
wide, pufhing a bafket before her. Mr. Alms fhot a turtle with a ball, but 
our fervants told us, it would not be fafe to eat of it. We kept all night a 
reoular watch. Another fmall tracking boat rode near our vefiel, bound 
to Hilla, with three or four women, and perhaps twenty men; they had 
two or three mufkets among them, and as many brace ot piftols: at their 
coming to the fhore, they difcharged two loaded mufkets, in order to 
let the robbers know they were not unarmed, or off their guard,—Ad- 
vanced 12 miles to-day. No obfervation. 


At half after four in the morning, we began to track, the river very 
ferpentine and rapid: continued working till nine at night, when we made 
faft to the fhore, got our. ftools and table afhore, and kept a ftrict guard 
all night. Two or three Arabs with lances, came and made a great noife, 
and called in their cattle as if they were apprehenfive of lofing them; we 
let them know, they had nothing to fear from us, unlefs they fhould 
become troubletome themfelves;,; and on ordering them to go away, they 
complied. Got twenty-one miles to-day. Latitude by obfervation 32° 16° 
north, 


At half paft four in the morning, began to track. At eight paffed a 
village called Affca, with mud houfes, encompaffed with a mud wall; many 
Date and other fruit trees about it. On the oppofite fide of the river is 
another village, and a pleafant garden, called [fidea. At eleven pafled 
a village to the right called Vena-baara, where is always a guard of foldiers: 
foon after, paffed another village on the fame fide, built of mud, named 
Zada; the river water here, is fomewhat cleaner than heretofore. At one 
in the afternoon, went by two villages on the right, one called Cdi/t, the 
other Dulab, and at two came in fight of Hilla. Soon after, we paffed 
a river on our left called Romya, which at this place difcharges itfelf 
into the Euphrates. 


_AA little before four o’clock we got up pretty near to the governor of 
Hilla’s palace, fituated in that part of the town which ftands on the left, or 
fouth fide of the river. Our Sandal carrying no guns, we could only falute 
with five bounces, their report however was equal to that of a four pounder. 
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We were foon furrounded by a very numerous company of people, of boys 
efpecially ; even the women, who came down to the river with their pitchers 
for water, fatisfied their curiofity by Jooking at us; moft of them had 
their faces half covered, many were comely, and of a pretty good 
complexion. ‘The men in general were well made, fome are white, but 
mott of them tawny. We had been but a very little while near the 
fhore, before one of the governor’s officers came to bid us welcome; 
he fat with us on a ftool “by the fide of the river, and took care the 
crowd fhould not prefs upon us. In the mean time we fent by Mr. 
Hemet, and our man Vertaz, Mr. Shaw’s letter, and another from Aly Aga 
they foon returned with the governor’s compliments, and an invitation for us 
to repair to the Seraglio,; an officer with a filver Battoon, and high cap, 
came allo to conduct us. 


Notwithftanding it was the faft of the Ramazan, and before fun-fet, we 
found the governor, Cheuder dea, feated ona carpet in his porch, at the 
entrance of his palace, ready to receive us; (he was about forty years old, 
and of the gentecleft deporrment) he bade us heartily welcome, thrice; told 
us we fhou!d do him honour by taking up our abode at his houfe, exprefled 
his unfeiened forrow at the fatigues and difficulties we had paffed through, 
of which he faid he had been informed three days ago, hoped we 
fhould reft well under his roof, and recover our loft ftreneth, and that we 
might depend on every afliftance in his power. At our “firtt coming in, 
he obliged us immediately to feat ourfelves on the fide of the porch, oppolite 
to him, where had been placed a carpet and cufhions. The rules of the 
taft, were fill farther difpenfed with, for coffee was brought to us, as foon 
as we were feated. In the courfe of the interview, he faid, as every people 
had their different manners, and he could not but be a flranger to our’s, 
he muft defire the favour of us, while we continued with him, to purfue 
our own inclinations in all things, but efpecially in what refpected 
retrefhments; he fhould therefore be glad if we would trouble ourlelves 
to direct his domeftics what fort of repaft they fhould provide for our 
fupper. We rephed to his civilities, but begged we might be admitted to 
be ferved only with a plate of what was the ufual provifions of his family : 
upon his repeating his wifhes, we aniwered, ‘* nothing could be more accept- 
able than a common Pi/law,” (boiled fowl and rice). We begged indeed the 
favour of being accommodated with a warm Bago, which he immediately 
ordered to be got ready, and directed his attendants to be there in waiting with 
Skerlet, (8c; but betore we went to the bath, he ordered his people to fhow 
us the apartments that were provided for us above ftairs. We then took our 
leave, each paying the other the moft obliging compliments they could think 
of ; but the Zar was very much our fuperior in this fort of converfation. 


Qur rooms were the bef% in the palace, lofty, with painted walls, ahd 
gothic arched roofs. We were accompanied to and from the Bagnio, by 
an officer carrying a filver-headed ftaf At our return to the Seraglio, 


Wwe 


[ 267 ] 


we found fix or eight difhes placed upon our own table, with our ftools fet 
round it; and though the whole was dreffed after the Turki/’ manner, it was 
by no means difagreeable to an Exglih palate. An intimation was alfo given 
to us, that the governor made it his particular requeft, that in regard to 
our liquors, we would be quite free and unreftrained. This was carrying 
his complaifance to a great height, confidering how very ftrict the regular 
Turks are on this article: we doubted at firft, whether we fhould fend for 
wine, but the governor having interrogated our domettics, and learned our 
common practice, repeated his requeft by a meffage fent on purpofe. 


Chouder Aga whiltt we were at fupper, fat on a terrace at fome diftance with 
feveral of his principal officers: his treafurer accompanied us the whole 
evening, who eat, and would have drank wine with us alfo (as he whifpered 
to our interpreter) had he not been furrounded by many obfervers, who were 
aflembled to remark our cuftoms. At this repaft, both before and after fup- 
per we were careful to fay grace ; the Turks thought it a very odd cuftom, 
I believe, for they talked to one another about it a good deal. We fat with- 
out hats while at our meal, and the treafurer, who feemed to have fome 
drollery, after we became a little familiar with one another, pulled off his 
Turban and {at uncovered too; this afforded great merriment to the {pectators, 
and they all feemed greatly pleafed with our manner of eating, fo different from 
their own, for they never make ule of knives and forks, chairs or tables. 
Soon after the cloth was taken away, a meflenger came for the treafurer ; 


os ; 
the went, bur preiently returned with the governor’s refpects and a mel- 


Jage, importing, thar ‘‘ as it was his real with, we fhould be gay, and ule 
his houfe as our own, and as it was probable his prefence might be a re- 
{traint upon us; he therefore had taken the liberty (begging our pardon at 
the fame time) to withdraw himlelf to the AZu/7?’s, merely to convince us, 
that what he had faid about our being tree and unreftrained, procecded 
from the very bottom of his heart, and he flattered himfelf, that we would 
difplay our belief of his fincerity, by our actions.” Upon receiving 
this meffage, the bottle pafled about very brifkly; the governor’s health 
was drank, anda chorus fong was fung. Among the lookers on, were two 
young gentlemen, fon and nephew to the governor, and for each of them 
a glafs of wine was ftolen, which they drank off in a private room. We 
had before this time, given in by an 4ga, an inventory of fuch things as 
were neceffary for our journey to Baghdad; and the treafurer at his taking 
leave this evening, told us, that our beafts, provifions, guards, &c. fhould 
be ready for us as foon as poffible in the morning; for though the governor 
had given us the moft preffing invitation to fpend a few days with him, 
yet we exctted ourfelves upon account of the hurry we were in, and the 


neceflity there was for our getting forwards. 


ft was five in the afternoon before our beafts were loaded, and we ready 
to begin our journey. We had very handfome provifion made, both 
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for our breakfaft and dinner; and, in the morning, on the fuppofition we 
fould have gone earlier than we did, the governor again broke in on the 
rules of the Faf, and feated himfelf in his porch, with a defign of giving 
us an opportunity of taking our leave. Our whole party attended him, 
except myfelf who was greatly indifpofed; but I afterwards learnt from 
them, that they were as much outdone in hyperbole of compliment at 
this fecond, as we all had been at our firfl interview. The whole of 
our hoft’s behaviour was fuch, as greatly to prejudice us in his favour, and- 
we wanted only a proper prefent to fend him, as a grateful acknowledge, 
ment for his favours. We could not offer him money, confiftent with the 
initructions Mr. Séaw had given us, and of every thing-elle that was valu- 
able we had ftripped ourfelves at Karec. At laft our good friend Mr. Hemet 
{pared us a white Shaul, made of fine goats hair from Carminia, and worn 
much in habits by the Turks of fafhion; it’s value was about fixteen zechins 
or eight guineas: this, with an handfome apology, was fent by one 
of his domeftics, who foon returned with his mafter’s compliments, and 
“* That he hoped we were convinced, the trifling fervices which he had 
done us, proceeded altogether from the refpect he had for our cha; 
“¢ racters, and trom his friendfhip to Mr. Shaw; thefe were his only mc~_ 
“< tives, for endeavouring to become ufeful to us in our long and weari- 
“© fome journey : that he had done nothing with an interefled view, and he 
flattered himfelf we would do him the juftice to believe it; that the 
prefent which we had been fo kind as to make him, with fuch an obliging 
apology, was the more acceptable to him, as it was greatly expreflive 
of our fatisfaction in his conduct: that he made not the leaft difficulty 
therefore in accepting of, and was infinitely obliged to us for it.” Such 
was the complaifant and polite behaviour of this Turki governor, which, 
to fay the leaft, did honour not only to himfelf, but to his country. ” 
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At five this afternoon, we croffed the Euphrates on a bridge of about 3% 
boats, attended by five Turkr/h cavalry, taking our route for Baghdad. We 
made up a little Caravan of fifteen camels, thirteen horfemen well armed, 
fix mules and affes, befides our proper fervants. Soon after leaving 
the town of Hilla (which is pretty large, but bad buildings, and fituated 
on both fides of the river) we came upon a fandy plain, and travelled a 
north-weft courfe, mecting in our way feveral hot blafts from the Defert : 
at ten o’clock we arrived at a poor village called Mahoul-kaury, about 
twelve miles from Zilla, but being told the houles were dirty, and full of 
vermin, we fpread our carpets and bedding on the ground ; trufting to the 
clouded canopy of heaven, while the foldiers kept a good. look-out. The 
wind blew frefh the greateft part of the night, and as there were hills of 
fand very near us, accumulated by the.winds of the neighbouring Defert, 
our bedding was well covered with it. When I rofe in the morning, | was 
greatly dutreffed with thirft, pain in the bowels, anda bilious Diarrhea; for- 
tunately, we got here fome good milk, both at night, and in the morn- 
ing. 3 
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At half paft five this morning, we refumed our march, the wind blowing 1758. 
frefh and cold; we travelled at the rate of near three miles an hour, and 
at ten reached the Caravanferab of Efcandreau, a ftructure erected for the prea treng 
convenience of all travellers *: but our guards would not let us enter, it Cirivane 
was fo filthy, they therefore fpread carpets tor us in a poor man’s houfe yuft, ferah. 
oppofite to it, and there we lay down to reft. Our camels, fervants, and 
baggage, which had been hitherto behind, but with orders to go on, paffed us 
about eleven ; and at twelve at noon, we were called upon to follow them: 
but finding on enquiry, that they went no farther this evening than the 
next ftage, where they would continue till midnight, and that we could 
ealily overtake them, we determined to tarry here, until the heat of the day 
was over; and fent all but one of our Zurki/h foldiers, as an elcort to the 
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At a little before four in the afternoon, we mounted ; a quarter after fix, 
came up with our camels, which had been put into a large Caravanyercah at Vorta Cara- 
the entrance of Horta, a {mall miferable village, with only five or fix poor Yanicrah. 
families in it. This public place of reft for travellers was in very good 
order, and large enough to receive five hundred men, befides a great many 
beafts. The man in waiting at the Caravanferab, fupplhed us with ftraw and 
water for our cattle; the water 1s not good, therefore travellers always 
bring fome with them for their own ufe, as we did. 1 vot fome goats milk 
here, which was very acceptable, not having been able to eat any thing 
but milk, fince the firft evening we were at Hilla. Y was much harrafled 
to-day with a Dy/entery, attended with thirft. Our courfe frem E/candrecu 
to this Caravanferah has been about N. LF. We paffed many traveilers ; 
the road is broad and good, the country flat, and hath many paths or 
tracks of camels, €@c. but no cultivation in fight. This is faid, and fup- 
pofed to be the plain in the land of Shinar, where Babylon once ftood. We 
walked up to a little eminence, where we faw a vaft quantity of broken 
bricks and fome cement. 


We met with an uncommon field-moufe here of a very light-grey colour, 
its feet much longer than the feet of our mice, with a {mall long tail, 
ending broad, and forked like a trident: feveral of our company cndeavour- 
ed to catch it, buc the creature was fo fleet and quick in it’s turnings, that 
it efcaped them, and hid itielf in a hole in the ground. ‘his road indeed 
abounds in holes, and about them are a great suany green birds, in fize anid 
make like a fwallow: I firft thought, that in thele hietle burrows, thoic 


* <¢ The eaftern nations feem always to have had a peculiar difpofition to the offices of -hu- 
manity.. Their manner of keeping houfe was generally near a highway, purpofely jor the 
relieving of travellers ; the patriarchs in the Old Teament fit at their gates to fee thofe who pais 
by, and entreat them to enter into their houfes. ‘This cordial manner of invitation is particus 
larly defcribed in the 18th and igth chapter of Genefs. It is yet a piece of charity frequent 
with the Turks to erect Caravanferahs or inns for the reception of travellers.” 
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birds roofted, or perhaps, built their nefts; but going farther on, { faw fome 
Jand-crabs, which inclined me to think, that the holes belonged to the 
crabs, and that the birds hovered about them for food. There is a fhrub 
here of about two feet high, the leaves of which in make and taite are 
like the famphire ; alfo a {maller fhrub which produces cotton. We travelled 
about 20 miles to-day: courle N. 4 E. 


At one in the morning, we rofe, and began to pack up our bedding; 
the camels that carried the other baggage, had been loaded by our fervants 
about midnight: At two, we fet out in company with fome additional Arabs 
and Yurks, who with their Joaded mules and affes, tock up their lodg- 
ing laft night, within the fame hofpitable walls. At five we reached another 
Caravanjerab in the village of Azaup; here we got coffee, and two quarts 
of good milk warm from the goats: this morning, the air was fo tharp, 
that IT was glad to exchange my Camaline with Fenkins, for his thick 
THuffar cloak. At this place we found a fire ready to make our coffee, 
and were refrefbed by itanding before it. Here, one of my friends was 
greatly hurt, by feeing one or two pretty women employed like horles or 
affes (as he in his tendernefs expreffed it) drawing water trom a well; though 
even in England, we often fee offices equally laborious and much more 
jervile, pertormed by women. Befides, the drawing of water in all ages, 
and over all A/a, appears to have been the bufinefs of women; Homer 
{peaks of princefles drawing water from {prings, and wafhing with their own 
hands, the linnen of their refpective families. We know that the woman 
of Samaria, who met Fefis at “facob’s well, came upon this very errand, 
and we have not the leaft intimation given us that it was deemed an hard- 
fhip. But if the female is fo bad off in this country, hard alfo is the def- 
tinof the poor Trackers! who, exclufive of the continual fears they are 
under of being devoured by lions and other wild beafts, muft drag like 
horfes, through briars, bufhes, water, mud, rufhes, €%c. and this too in 
the coldeft feafon, andthe darkeft night. Such is really their cafe, and there 
is no poMibility of avoiding it, efpecially when they are in the fervice of a 
Zurkijh galley. 


We did not tarry above half an hour at this Caravanferah, but proceeded 
on after our camels ; about this village the country is pleafant, we faw a 
great deal of wheat growing, and large numbers of cattle grazing. About 
fix we difcovered the Minarets of the Mo/ques in Baghdad, whole ftile of 
building is not much unlike the monument at London. 


For a few miles, on both fides of the read, were many flocks of fheep, 
herds of goats, and other cattle, as well as large fpots bearing wheat; 
the foil all along is good, and wants only a little induftry to cultivate 
and improve it. The diftance between the Tygris and Euphrates here, we 
were told, is not more than fix or feven miles, confequently by letting in 
the water from thofe two rivers, the whole mipht be made extremely 
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fruitful. For many miles back, a plain open country began, ca 
continues gently to afcend, forming a hanging level, the hi het part bein 

towards Baghdad. Atfeven we took notice of a building tour mits and 
having been before apprifed of it’s fituation, we had no cliftic vulty in der i 
mining it to be, what here paffes for the ruins of the tower of Pebel. By 
the affiftance of an interpreter, I queftioned our Tursifh foldiers on this 
fubject, who anfwered it was Nimrod’s towcr. They fatd alfo, upon my 
pretending to know nothing of Nimrod, that he was once a kine of the 
country, but long befcre their Prophet or our Prephet’s time; that he 


declared war againit the Ged of heaven, and in his foolithnefs and pride, 


built this tower, with intention to get to heaven, and make war with the 
Almighty: but he found himfelf deceived, for God confounded him and 
his machinations, by rending the building with the breath of his mouth ; 
and that chis ruin had been permitted to remain as a lafting monument of 
the folly of man, and of the power of God. We queftioned the foldiers 
alfo about the confufion of languages, bur of that they appeared to be to- 
tally ignorant ; concluding however that we might have all our enquiries 
an{wered by thofe who were acquainted with the old Perfian books, where 
all the particulars of this remarkable flory were fully related. 


At about aleacue diftance from the city we obferved an handfome farge 
green tent, with two {mall ones; as we drew nicher to them, two Tariy 
mounted on very handfome lieht grey horics, rich ly caparionc d, rode to- 
wards us full fpeed, thewing their dexterity in the Gereed. Upon their 
coming near us, they topped, made their Se/cam, and gave us to under- 
ftand, that they came from thofe tents, and were in the fervice of Mr, 
Garden and Cyjee Rapbacl, by whom they were ordered to wait there ,for 
our reception. We rode towards the tents, dilmounted, and entered the 
lareeft, the ground of which was covered with a carpet. An cdreile or 
{moking tube, and coffee, werc immediately brought us, and one of the 
Turks galloped towards the town to inform his m: afters of our arrival, bat 
both the gentlemen appeared very foon, and on their coming into the tens, 
were fo obliging as to make many apologies for their abfence at our ahgh:- 
ing, it having been entirely owing to an aceilent they met with upon the 


road. 


It was Jucky for us that Mr. Doidee difpatched a letter to Mr. Garden 
from Hafca, otherwife be would beftre now have hit Saghdad, anst 
been on his way to Bafora. We appears to be an accomplifhed young 
gentleman, and had been a writer in the company’s fervice at Boibay was 
lately appointed fecond at Baffera, and 13 at prefent engaged in bulinefs of 
confequence at Baghdaa. Cojee Ruphach 1s an Arimeiian merchant, a chril- 
tian, who with many others of his reiigion, and profeffion, was obliged to 
retire from Pera on account of it’s troubles: in Mr, Gerden’s abfence, tlus 
gentleman tranfaéts all the bufinels with the Bafba and the merchants here, 


on. account of My. Shaw. Thele two gentiezen, after having received us 
in 


[ 272 ] 


1758. in the moft. hofpitable manner, perfuaded us to fpend the heat of the day 
—--~—/ in the tent, which was placed clofe to the edge of the river Tygris : we did, 
and except mylelf (who was too ill to partake of any thing but milk) 
all were merry, and dined very comfortably on the carpet, where was placed 
-an excellent cold entertainment. 


By the advice of thefe gentlemen, our party {tripped themfelves of their 
Turbans, and every part of their country drefs, and put on hats and other 
European habits. Now a little of the finery fent back to Bombay from 
Karec, was wifhed for. I was apprchenfive of catching cold, and theretore 
rode towards the city with my Haffar-cloak and Turban. Betore we got to 
Baghdad, we paffed over a creek on a ftone bridge of four or five arches ; 
very.many were the fpectators here, and much their furprize, on feeing 
fo many Frengees, or ranks, (the general name throughout all Turky for 
Europeans) and by the pleature which appeared in the countenance of the 
boys, it feemed they had never been fo agreeably entertained before. ‘The 
hat, the hair differently drefied, wig, coat, and every part of our habits 
and accoutrements, even the horfe-whip and Zuropean faddles, were all mat- 
ters of curiofity to men as well as boys; and yet not the leaft kind of in- 
civility paffed from any one of them. Such a number were never feen here 
before in European dreffes, for the few who tarry any length of time, 
put themfelves into the Turki/o habit; but this would have been very 1m- 
prudent in us, on account of our fhort ftay, and of the great expence; two 
complete and genteel fuits would not have coft lefs than near an hundred 
pounds. From the want of them however we are to be in a manner 
prifoners, for our polite countryman Mr. Garden would not have us 
degrade the Lzgli/b name (which 1s here tin high repute) by going 
into the ftreets on foot, and our horfe-furniture at prefent is much too 
mean to appear with; fo that only one or two of us at moft can go out 
properly mounted at a time, that is, with managed horfes, gayly capari- 
joned with trappings of gold or filver all over their heads and crefts, very 
rich laced or embroidered faddle cloths, gilt or filver ftirrups, &c. &c. 
The Turk never rides with a whip, he either has a ftick for gereeding, or 
Spear for actual war *, : 

About 


r 


* The Gereed is an exercife, which confifts in a man’s dextroufly throwing a lance at an an- 
tagonilt, and avoiding at the fame time that thrown againft himfelf. This is always done on 
horfe-back, and at full fpeed, the rider throwing himfelf, when in danger, under the horfe’s 
belly, or under the cover of his fide, ever keeping himfelf from falling, by an expert ufe of 
the foot which is till retained in one of the thirrups, and by taking hold with his hands of 
the horfe’s mane, the girth, or fome other part of the faddle furniture. As foon as he finds 
that he has eluded his adverfary’s lance, he throws himfelf upon the horfe’s back again, and 
rides after the weapon, which juft before had been directed at him. This he contrives to 
{natch from off the ground, even while his horfe is in full career, and then in his turn pur- 
dues and attacks his enemy with it. Thus the combat continues, until one or other is 
ftruck, and fuppofed to be killed, wounded, or taken prifoncr. When this maneeuvre is only 
performed in fport, they make ufe ofa ftick, inftead of a lance. It is the Turés principal mar- 
tial exercile, and they greatly pride themfelves in doing it expertly. Their horfes are in com- 
mon, 
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About five in the evening, we entered the old town, or that which lies 
weft of the Zygris. We pafled the river by a bridge of thirty-nine boats, 
floored with Dafe trees, flags, horfe-dung, and flime or muds; it is very 
badly railed. This bridge brought us to the new city, on the eaft of the 
river. Both cities are built with bricks, and mud; this on the eaft fide is 
walled round. The public buildings are better than thofe of Bafora, but 
the beft would be efteemed unfit for a private gentleman of a thoufand 
pounds a year in England. The ftreets are very narrow, the Bazars long, 
gencrally roofed in the gothic tafte, but fome which have been lately re- 
paired or rebuilt, are only clumfily covered with Date trees, and mud: holes 
are left in the roof at certain diftances, for the admittance of light and air. 
At fix we got to Mr. Garden’s houfe. Soon after, I drank fome milk, and 
went to bed, not a little fatigued. 


The following are the refpective diftances of the principal places, lying 
on the Euphrates, between Baffora and Baghdad. 





Miles. 

From Baffora to Corna —_ — — — 75 
From Corna to Cota — — on —e 69 
From Cota to Semava — — —_ — 147 
From Semava to Lembloon — — — v7 
From Lembloon to Hafca = = —= m3 
From Hafca to Hilla — — — — 52 
From Hilla to Baghdadw — = 50 
Total — 489 


mon, about fourteen hands, or fourteen and a half high, handfome, light, and fpirited. 
They never dock their tails, and it is reckoned a difgrace for a gentleman or foldier to mount 
a gelding or a mare, | 
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CH A P. Ul. 


Account of thofe noxious blafts called Samiels.—Defcription of a Takht Revan. 
— Account of Bachdad.—Anecdotes of Solyman the governor, and of Selim 
Bafha of Courdiftan.—Military firength of Baghdad.—Ob/ervations on the 
Turks.—Defcription of three ancient ruins called ‘Tauk Keffera, Kurman 
Shah, and Nimrod’s Tower. 


O our great mortification the Aleppo Caravan had left Baghdad twenty 

days before our arrival. This was a melancholy piece of news to 
every one of us, but efpecially to me, on account of my ill ftate of health. 
The weather was already too warm, and the proipeét before us of waiting 
ftill longer before we could begin our journey over the De/fert, could not 
fail to make us very uneafy. Our old friend Mr. Hemet uted his utmoft 
endeavours to prevail upon me not to leave this place till the month of Ofo- 
ber ; he urged my prefent bad ftate of health, the increafing heat of the wea- 
ther, but above all the danger of our meeting with thofe noxious blafts, cal- 
led in the Arabian language Samiels; hot and fudden gufts of wind, to which 
travellers are expofed in paffing the Defert of Arabia, by fome fuppofed 
to be the deftructive Faf Wind mentioned in Yoh, and fome of the Pro- 
phets. They fometimes blow about the middle of une, but more 
frequently in the months of 7u/y and Auguft, when they commonly bring 
inftantaneous death to every man and beaft that happens to ftand with his 
face towards them. Providentially, a certain though fhort warning of their 
approach is given, by a fenfible alteration of the air. When this is per- 
ceived, all travellers, together with their horfes, camels, &c. muft, as the 
only means of fafety he proftrate with their faces to the ground, and their 
feet towards the Samse/, and thus continue till it is pafled. This peftilential 
vapour flies fwift, and commonly does not expand itfelf far; it’s ftreams 
are of no great breadth, fo that travellers at a few miles diftance from each 
other are expofed to different Samie/s, and fome are fo fortunate as entirely 
to efcape them *. 


This 


* This hot wind, peculiar to the Defrt of Arabia, is called in the Arabian language, Sa- 
miel: it blows over the De/ert in the months of Fuly and ugu/?, from the N. W. quarter, and 
Sometimes it continues with all it’s violence to the very gates of Baghdad, but never affects 

any. 
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This morning we were vifited by many Yew, Armenian and Italian mer- 
chants; our future journey naturally became the fubject .of converfation, 
and there were as many different opinions as there were men; however, all 
agreed with Mr. Hemet, that unlefs we could fet off at fartheft, by the mid- 
dle of June, we mutt find the Defert extremely diftreffing, and very dan- 
gerous. One or two propofed our going by the way of Moful and Diarbekir , 
from which laft place we might eafily get either to Aleppo or Conftanti- 
nople. They told us, it was almoft certain, that at Moful we fhould join 
the great Caravan, which left Baghdad about three weeks ago for that city, 
Diarbekir, and Tocat, but would be obliged to wait at Moful twenty days: 
they propofed we fhould make it known that we were to take that route, 
as the merchants would gladly embrace the opportunity, and fit out a 
Caravan to join us, and thereby we fhould mutually ftrengthen and affilt 
each other. We objected, that this would be a tedious method; they re- 
plied, that we might travel by ourfelves, and with entire fafety, pro- 
vided we took the Bafba’s paflport with us, and a proper officer to fee that 
the orders contained in it were put in execution. The Jtalay merchant 


Michael, affured us shat travelling thus, we might reach Con/tantinople, or, 


as the Turks all it, Stamboul, in thirty-five days. The thoughts of avoiding 


any body within the walls. Some years it docs not blow at all, and in others, it appears fix, 
eight, or ten times, but feldom continues more than a few minutes at atime. It often pafles 
with the apparent quicknefs of lightning. 

The Arabians and Perfians, who are acquainted with the appearance of the fky, at or near 
the rime this wind arifeth, have warning of it’s appivach by a thick haze, which appears like 
a cloud of duft arifing cut of the horizon; and they immediately upon this appearance, 
throw themfelves, with their faces to the ground, and continue in that pofition till the wind 
is pafled, which frequently happens almott inftantaneous ; but if, on the contrary, they are 
not careful or brifk enough to take this precaudon, which is fometimes the cafe, -and they get 
the full force of the wind, it js inflant death, 

The above methodis the only one which they take to avoid the effects of this fatal bla; 
and when it is over, they get up and look round them for their companions, and, if they fce 
any one lying motionle{s, they take hold of an arm or leg, and pull and jerk it with fome 
force ; and if the limb thus agitated feparates from the body, it is a certain fign that the wind 
has had it’s full effeét ; but if, on the contrary, the arm or leg does not come away, it is 
a fure fign there is life remaining, although to every outward appearance the perfon is dead ; 
and in that cafe, they immediately cover him or them with cloaths, and adminifter fome warm 
diluting liquor to caule a perfpiration, which is certainly, but lowly brought about, 

The .draés themfelves can fay little or nothing about the nature of this wind, only that it 
always leaves behind it a very flrong fulphureous fmell, and that the air at thefe times is quite 
clear, except about the horizon, in the N. W. quarter, before obferved, which gives warning 
of it’s approach. 

T have not been able to learn whether the dead bodies are {corched, or diffolved into a kind 
of pelatinous fubitance ; but from the ftories ] have heard, there has been frequent reafon to 
believe the latter; and in that cafe, I fhould attribute fuch fatal effects rather to a noxious va- 
pour, than to an abfolute and excefive heat. The ftorv of it’s going to the gates of Baghdad 
and no farther, may be reafonably enough accounted for, if the effects are attributed to a poi- 
fonous vapour, and not an excefiive heat. 

The above-mentioned wind, Samie/, is fo well known in the neighbourhood of Baghdad and 
Bafora, that the very children fpeak of it with dread. | 

Letter from an officer in the fervice of the Fait India company to a 
friend in London, Annual Regifter, 1766, 
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theDefert, and feeing the metropolis of the Ostoman empite; were circumftances 
yery flattering to us: with avidity we adopted the propofal, but our pleafure 
was of fhort duration! others pofitively declaring, that the country through 
which we were to pafs, was ftill in the utmoft diftrefs for want of provifions ; 
that a fatal fickneis had taken place in confequence of the famine ;_befides 
which, there was at prefent a civil war in Moful, and the whole country 
about it extremely infefted with robbers from the Sejac mountains, there- 
fore it would be impracticable to travel without a large Caravan. After a 
calculation of time had been made, it appeared that it would take two months 
before we could reach Stamboul, fo the {cheme of Michael dropped. 


Two reverend fathers, Fidelle an Italian, and Ange a Frenchman, paid us 
this morning alfo a vifit, with the compliments of Emanuel the Roman 
bifhop of Babylon, and of the French conful at Baghdad, who congratulated 
us on our fafe arrival, acknowledged the receipt of Monf. Perdria’s letter, 
and affured us of his Jordfhip being devoted to our fervice. The fathers 
could determine nothing fully in refpect to our future journey; all ways 
were ftated, and each appeared to have great difficulties. We therefore 
haftened to vifit the bifhop, in hopes he would be able to help us to fix on 
fome decifive method. We found him a lively, well-bred, fenfible man, be- 
tween fifty and fixty years of age; very communicative, wifhing to advife us 
for the beft, but open enough to declare, he hardly knew how. He men- 
tioned a common faying in France, Be cautious bow you give advice in what 
relates to marriages, or jourmies, and then faid, notwithftanding the prudence 
of the maxim in general, in the prefent cafe he would deliver his fenti- 
ments with all freedom. He told us a piece of news juft come to town, 
of a Caravan having been robbed between Mo/ul and Diarbekir,; he ex- 
prefied his apprehenfions of the mfk we fhould run from the heat, and the 
peftiferous wind of the Defert, provided we did not fet out by the tenth 
or twelfth of next month at fartheft; but feemed to think, that 1f we could 
get away by that time, and would be at the expence of. litters, or as they 
are called here Takbt Revans, or moving thrones, we might perform our 
journey without any great degree of danger or fatigue. 


As this was not a time for us to think much about faving money, we 
confented to the propofal; and as a ew was then fitting out a {mall Caravan 
tor Aleppo, and faid it fhould depart in eight or ten days without fail, and 
with ic would go an Arab conductor of good character, well-known to 
Mefirs. Sbaw and Garden, we now feemed refolved to accompany him. The 
bifhop promifed us to look out for one of thofe litters, recollecting that a 


Turk of his acquaintance fome little time before purchafed fuch a thing for 
an intended religious journey. 


The Bifhop returned our vifit this morning, accompanied by father 
Fidelle, he apologifed for putting it off fo long, faying, he was prevented 
from 

2 
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from waiting upon us laft night, having been on the look-out for the Takht 
Revan, but the Turk had parted with it, for a journey to Mecca. 


The Arab conductor of the intended expedition, whofe name is Habil 
Swylem, was alfo with us this morning, and promifed to fet off with his 
little Caravan in eight days at fartheft, as the Yew’s goods were daily ex- 
pected from Baffora. We hada great deal of tonverfation, and at latt, 


by the affiftance of Mr. Garden, {truck a bargain with him on the following 
conditions. 


Five Camels for the carriage of ftores in twenty-one bafkets. Four Camels 
for fourteen portmanteaus, three of which are common £xglifh ones, the 
others are made of canvas, with our bedding, linen, and a tent. Six 
Camels for water for ourfelves and fervants, who (including the two country 
Chriftians) make up ten perfons. Three horfes, and two mules. One Camel 
for carrying corn for the beafts. One Camel for carrying two covered cradles 
on its back, for the occafional relief of our European fervants. One Camel 
for carrying a clafp table, fix clafp ftools, a tent, eighteen poles, and pins, 
a neceffary tent, and other little matters. 


Piaftres. 
For eighteen Camels, at 50 piaftreseach — — — 900 
For as many Camels or Mules as fhall be neceffary to carry two 
Takht Revans, each to hold two perfons — — 5600 
Total — 1400 


It was alfo agreed between us and our Arab conductor, that in confidera- 
tion of the above fourteen hundred piaftres, he fhall do his utmoft to bring 
us fafe to Aleppo, that he fhall himfelf difcharge all contingent expences 
to the feveral Sheicks of the Arabs whom we might chance to meet with; 
and we are not to be called on for money for foldiers, or on any other 
account whatfoever refpecting the journey. —If at our arrival at Aleppo, 
Halil Swylem thall have deferved it, then at our pleafure, to prefent him with 
a drefs or two. He is alfo to find fervants for the care.of our cattle, who 
are to pitch and ftrike our tents, and do all other offices, except that of 
drefling our victuals; the faid Arad is alfo to provide us with tewel* and 
water. 


Nothing particular happened. 


Mr. Doidge was very bufy to-day in finifhing a promifed draught of the 
windings of the river Euphrates from Baffora to Hilla, for Aly Aga governor 
of Hafca. 


* The fewel to be met with on the Defrr, chiefly confifts of camels dung, and fometimes 
a {mall fhrub, . 
We 
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We were now very uneafy at the Few’s goods not being arrived, and 


——y~~/ the more fo, as it was hinted to us, that his Caravan will not be ready to 


May 24. 


fer out for at leaft a month, which would render it unfafe for us to 
proceed. 


In the afternoon we paid the bifhop a fecond vifit, and prayed Mr. Garden 
to fend to the Yew merchant, revoking an order before given him, to pay 
the Arab on our account, fourteen hundred piaftres. About feven in the 
evening we heard from our Terrace the report of two fmall cannon, and a 
little atter eight the Zeey came and acquainted us that his goods were arrived. 
We told him our apprehenfions; he declared that he fhould have his 
merchandife all ready to put on the Came/s in three or four days, and after 
that it would reft with Hadil Swylem to lade, difpatch and depart: which 
he heartily wifhed on his own account, as well as ours, could be the follow- 
ing day, as till then, the expence of keeping three hundred Camels would 
be a great drawback on the merchant’s profit. We found he had already 
advanced the Araé eight hundred piaftres on our account, but we defired him 
to ftop his hand. 


Habil Swylem came to us this morning with the Few merchant; the firft 
promifed to enter into a written agreement, that-if he does not go hence 
ia ten days, he will repay the fourteen hundred piaftres on demand, and 
the contract at our pleafure fhall be void: we commiffioned the Few to 
get this agreement, and the whole of our former contract with the rad, 
committed to paper in the Arad’s own language, and figned by him. 


Cojce Raphael ordered a Takht Revan to be brought for our infpection; 
we found it too fhort, and too little in every refpect for our purpofe, but 
the bifhop fent us carpenters to make new ones out of the wood that Mr. 
Garden had bought for the occafion: each is to be large enough to hold 
two perfons, and is to be fix feet long, four broad, and five in height, arched 
at the top with thin boards, over which we purpofe to put hides, the better 
to fhelter us from the fun; the fides are to be letticed for the convenience of 
admitting air; the infide is to be lined with green linen, and the machines 
are to be fixed upon two poles, and carried by two mules. 


The conveniences for travelling in Turky are confined to the Takht Re- 
van, Cage, or Cradle, hories, affes, and camels. Zakbt Revans we are 
informed, are only allowed to people of the firft rank, unlefs on very par- 
ticular occafions, fuch as a journey to Mecca, &¢e.—The Kabhier, or prime 
minifter’s wife at Baghdad, had lately one made for her own ule; but fooa 
atter it was finifhed, fhe received a meffage with the Haram’s * compliments, 
defiring to be informed what vehicle was now left by which it was poffitle 


© Haram is wfed either for the Ba/ba’s chief wife, or for the place where his wives refide. 
Harram, fignifes prohibited, or unlawful in refpeét to men. 
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for the Bafba’s lady to manifeft the fuperiority of her rank over the Kahier’s 
wife; and intimating, that if fhe was unacquainted with ary other method 
for keeping up the diftinétion between them, (as the Herem herfelf con- 
fefled fhe wholly was) it would be efteemed obliging in her to lay afide 
all thoughts of making ufe of the Takht Revan fhe had ordered to be 
built, — The compliance of the Kabier’s lady was unavoidable, and pro- 
bably fo was her mortification. | 


Our friend Mr. Hemet came and excufed himfelf, for having been three days 
ablent, owing chiefly becaule he could not walk the ftreets in an European 
habit, without infults from the boys; on which account, and as he 1s deter- 
mined not to move his family hence tll Oéfober, he is preparing for himfelf 
a country habit. The drab told us yefterday, he would be ready to leave 
this place with our party in a very few days, if we thought fit; and adviled 
our advancing as far as 4et, a place fome few leagues on the other fide of the 
Euphrates, and there wait for the coming up of his Carcvan: he propofed 
this, he faid, as a means of our getting palt the moft dangerous part of the 
whole journey, in refpeét to the Samiel wind. Taking the thing for granted, 
we feemed to relifh the fcheme, but the bifhop who paid us a vilit this 
morning unattended, diffuaded us from it, faying there was no more danger 
between this place and et, than between that and Aleppo, and he hoped, 
if Swylem kept his word, or even if he fhould not exceed above five or fix 
days of his time, we might with the precautions already taken, go on hap- 
pily enough; but was altogether for our ftaying till the Caravan fet off, left 
after our departure, the conductor, though reckoned a good fort of man 
in his way, fhould play us fome flippery trick. 


The afternoons are very hot now in the city; the ftreets are fo narrow, 
and the walls fo high, that the common houfes are quite fuffocating. That 
which we live in, has a very comfortable hall, five feet below the ground. 
This evening was very pleafant, we {pent it as we do all others with our 
agreeable hoft on the Zerrace. He fleeps there in the night, but none of us 
have as yet followed his example. I am now, Deo gratias! quite well: but 
my dear friend Mr. Doidge is {omewhat indifpofed; he coughs and {pits, which 
makes me fear it to be the farft attack of a confumption.. 


Mr. Garden hada prefent fent him from the Seraglio of two pounds of 


Ghee, brought from the Perfan mountains, diftance fix days journey. We 


are at prefent fupplied with pretty good apples and apricots from fome 


gardens which are fituated by the fide of the river near //i//a, and in thofe 
gardens are vines, date, and other fruit trees; grapes and plumbs will be 
ripe in a few days. Our table is furnithed with pienty of cucumbers, and 


berenjoles,; but cabbages are paft, fo are beans and peas: the river affords 


fifh, but they are not firm. 


Mr.. 
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eee 
t-—~——_ towns, accompanied by the bifhop and Mr. Garden. We were about an 
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Mr. Alms and I rofe at four this morning, and took a ride round both 


hour and three quarters in compatfing the old town, which we’ judged to 
be near five miles in circumference; the other, which hes on the eaft fide 
of the Tygris, and is not quite fo large, took us up an hour and fifteen 
minutes. The bifhop thinks they both contain about four hundred and 
fifty thoufand fouls. He was not clear as to the precife time when they 
were built; but what is called the new town, is lefs ancient than the other *. 
When the emperor Amurath took Baghdad trom the Perfians, he fet about 
fortifying this part. It is furrounded with a good wall, with many turrets, 
and a parapet for mufketry ; it has allo, at certain diftances, nine baftions, 
each mounting eight brafs guns, but in bad order, and of irregular fizes, 
procured from the Portuguefe fettlements in the gulph of Perfia; fome 
were caft in Germany, fome in Perfia, and others in Holland. His lord- 
fhip told me, he believed there might be in the city, mounted, or on 
the ground, one hundred and fifty cannon. Before the wall is a good 
ditch, and an indifferent glacis; the ditch is dry, unlefs in a fmall part, 
where fome water remains from the laft rains, in which we obferved the 
Turks to be wafhing their linen: this accounts for the miuferable colour 
of our’s wafhed at Baghdad. Through this ditch a conftant run of water 
might cafily be brought from the river, had the Turks the leaft inclination 
to add to the ftrength of the place, or rather were they not fo extremely 
indolent, and inattentive to their own fecurity; and yet, inconfiderable as 
the fortifications of Baghdad are, the tamous Nadir Shah, or Kuly Khan, 


* Prideaux in his conneCtion of the Old and New Teftament has fatisfactorily cleared up 
this point. 

erp eelanes fays he, the giving of the name of Babylon to Seleucia, was that which gave 
rife to the prefent vulgar error, that Baghdad is now fituated in the very place, where formerly old 
Babylon flood. For when Baghdad was firt built, 1t truly was upon the fame plat of ground, 
where formerly Se/ewcia, or new Budbvlon ftood. For as old Badyloa was exhautted by Seleucia 
fo afterwards was Seleucia by Crefphon and Almadayen, and thefe two again by Baghdad ; it 
being the humour of the princes of thofe ages, to build new cities to be monuments of their 
names, and to defolate old ones in the neighbourhood for the peopling of them. By this 
means Seleucia being reduced to defolation, as well as Babylon, at the time when Adz Jaafar 
Almanfur, Caliph or emperor of the Saracens, begun his rcign (which was in the year of our 
Lord feven hundred and fifty-four) it had nothing upon it but the cell of a chriftian monk, 
called Dad, and a garden joining to it. From whence it had the name of Baghdad, that is, in 
the language of that country, ¢4e Garden of Dad. And upon this place was the city firft built, 
which hath ever fince been called by this name of Baghdad. For the fame Almanfur being 
refolved, out of diflike to Ha/bemia, where his predeceflor before refided, to build him a new 
city, to be the capital feat of his empire, chofe that place for it where this garden lay, and 
there in the year of our Lord 762, ercéted this city upon the very foundations on which 
formerly Seleucia had ftood, on the weft fide of the Tygris. But not long after it was tranf- 
lated over to the other fide, and there it at prefent ftands, above the place where Crefiphon was 
formerly fituated on the fame fide of the river, that is, on the eaftern fide ; and that which was 
firit built on the wefern fide, is now no more than a fuburb to it. This city, from the reign 
of Almanjur, was for many years the capital of the Saracez empire, and ftill remains a place 
of great note inthe ealt. But they are much miftaken, who think it the fame with old Badylon, 
For that was upon the Euphrates, but Baghdad is upon the Zyzris, at the diftance of forty miles 
from the place, where that old city ftood.”  Prineaux, Book vilis 
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although he fat down before it twice with a very numerous army, and threw 
feveral hundred fhells into the city, could not mafter it. The wall all 
round ts full of loop-holes for mufketry, and has in its infide, little cham- 
bers or lodgments for the foldiers. From the bottom of the ditch to the 
top of the wal] is about forty feet: the Defert comes quite up to the foot 
of the glacis. 


The bifhop remembers, that about twenty-five years ago, the rivers 
Lupbrates ard Tygris were fo overflown, that the whole country between 
them appeared as one large fea; and over all the plain between this city and 
Hilla, people could pafs only in boats: the water fowed quite up to the ela- 
cis, the ditch was full, the city alfo overflown, and the foundation of moft of 
the buildings hurt; thee hundred houfes were entirely deftroyed. To pre- 
vent as much as poffible fuch a thing from happening again, the Turks take 
care now to face the foundation wall of their houfes, with a compofition 
of charcoal, afhes, and Demar (a fort of bitumen.) 


‘The land towards the Defert is almoft entirely barren, except two or 
three {pots with corn, whofe harveft is now gathering in. Without the city 
were many hundred Camels, fome preparing for Damafcus, others for Mo/ul. 
In our ride, I obferved every Mo/que or church to be crouded with pigeons 
on the outfide, which breed in the Domes and Minarets; and you generally 
fee on the Minarets the Stork, a large bird called by the Arabs Leg-leg, a 
deftroyer of ferpents; the Turks never offer to moleft it, on the contrary a 
neft of them is efteemed by a bigoted Turk more than a field full of fheep 
and camels. Thofe who own a houfe where Storgs have nefted, are fuppofed 
to receive great bleffings from heaven; and if a Chriftian fhould happen to 
kill one of them, his life would be in danger. Upon the wall and glacts, 
were feveral large birds, not unlike a Mallard; but by the peculiarity of 
their cry, they muft be of a different {pecies. 


After our ride, we breakfafted with the bifhop, on coffee, bread, and 
country cheefe, (which laft is very indifferent) apples and mulberries: the 
mulberries are of the fmall Jadian fort, not much refembling ours in Europe. 
We finifhed, with fmoaking the “rgile, and drinking a elafs of French white 
wine, and came home about nine o’clock, when we found the carpenters, 
brifkly at work on our Zakbt Revans. 


Bafha Solyman, is the chief commander at Baghdad under the Grand Seignior : 
in effect, he is the fupreme lord himfelf of this part of the empire. 
He makes no remittances to the Porte, but rather, he yearly brings his 
mafter in debt for repairs, or pretended repairs of fortifications, fupport 
of troops, &%c. The Grand Seignior has more than once attempted to 
fuperfede him; but the Fanizaries, of whom he has at leaft forty thou- 
fand under his command, would admit of no other mafter; fince that time 
three or four different meffengers have been fecretly fent for his head, but 
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as he has always been wary and apprized of their errand, inftead of fubmit- 
ting and reverently kiffing the mandate, as is the common practice of thofe 
who live within reach of the Grand Seignior’s authority, he has always made 
it a rule to fend the heads of thofe very mefflengers to Con/tantinople 
inftead of his own. He keeps the province in good order, for all have 
a high opinion of his military fkill and prowefs; but whenever he fhall die, 
it is expected, the greateft confufion will enfue: Chrifians in particular will 
not be in fafety for their perfons or property; and therefore, it is appre- 
hended, will take care to remove in time. The Fanizaries here are in gene- 
ral difpofed to be rude to ftrangers, but fo reftrained by the prefent Ba/ha’s 
power, that the fubjects of European princes not only live in peace, but 
are alfo treated with the greateft refpedct. | | 


We found refiding at Baghdad, Azet Khan, one of the competitors for the 
Perfian empire, who after his defeat by Achmet Shab, fied here for protection, 
with only twenty followers. The Khan has lately expreffed a defire of re- 
turning to Perfia: This requeft of his in all probability will not be granted, 
the Ba/ba pretending that it is not in his power to accede to it, until he 
fhall have received an order from the Grand Seignior for that purpofe. 
Cojee Raphael, who frequently attends the Ba/ba’s and Kabier’s levees, affures 
me, that Kerim Kban has lately fought and defeated Haffein Khan. Achmet 
Shab ftill continues in his own, the Afghan or Pytan country; but in the 
year 1757, he marched an army into the empire of the Great Mogul, and 
plundered the capital city Debi of its jewels, monies, and valuable effects, 
though he did not think proper to dethrone the Mogu/, following herein the 
example of the famous Kuli Khan. This Achmet is reported to have. 
900,000 foldiers under his command. : 


- When we came from Baffora, we left the fon of the Grand Seignior’s Fef- 
terdar, or chief treafurer, a prifoner there ; here we found the father him- 
felf in prifon. He is charged with having been guilty of many frauds, 
and his goods and chattles were a few days ago feized upon, and expofed to’ 
fale at a public auction. It is generally imagined that he will not be long- 
lived. 


Two months ago, Selim, Bafba of the Gourdi/tan province, was put to death 
in this Seragio ; during the government of Achmet the late Bafha of Baghdad, 
this Selim was a Caun, and governor of the Perfian province of Courdijtan, 
and gave great trouble not only to the Perfans who were under his 
own immediate command, but alfo tothe fubjects of the Grand Scignior who 
lived in his neighbourhood. Achmet Bajba had often fent troops againtt 
him, and a little before he died, put himfelf at the head of an army; but 
the Perfian, though oftentimes in great danger of falling into his hands, yet 
made a fhift to efcape, which fo much mortified the Bajba, that it is uni- 
verfally believed, he died of a broken heart. The civil wars of Perfa 
having for fome years fubjected the Courdiffan province to the authority 
| of 
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of the Bafba of Baghdad; Selim, though much againft his inclination, had 
been obliged to make his fubmiffion. Solyman, the reigning Ba/ba, not fatis- 
fied with this, had long wifhed for an opportunity of getting Selim into his 
power, to gratify not only his own revenge, but that of his wife (daughter to 
the deceafed Achmet) who, with many other Turks and Perfians whom 
he had injured, thirfted for his blood: Sem it feems had conduéted himfelf 
with fo much cruelty, that he was among the Turks become almoft the objeé 
of as much terror, as ever was the famous Nadir Shab. Solyman, to effec 
his defign, practifed the moft refined diffimulation ; the ftrongeft profeffions 
of friendfhip on his part were repeatedly made, with affurances that the 
requeft Selim had prefented of being appointed Bajfoa over the province 
of Courdiftan, fhould be moft readily complied with. Accordingly, an in- 
vitation was fent him to come to Baghdad, in order to his being invefted 
with the honours annexed to the high office; Se/im hefitated a long time, 
being doubtful of the event, but at length all his fcruples were overcome 
by the perfuafion and art of two falfe friends, who had been often fent by 
him in confidence to Baghdad, but through mercenary views had now been 
brought over to the intereft of Solyman. 


The Bafba of Baghdad took care to be abfent at his country-feat, 
fome diftance from the capital, when Sem made his entrance with his two 
friends; but left ftrict orders, that he fhould be ufhered in with all the 
honours due to his rank. He was accordingly conducted to an handfome 
apartment in the Ba/ba’s palace, and treated with the greateft refpect. Pre- 
vious to this however, doubts had again oppreffed his mind, and on his 
drawing nigh to the city he was feized with an agOny of tear; but as it 
was too late to think of retreating, he refolved to make ufe of the only 
means that remained for fecuring his future fafety. Before he entered the 
walls, he paid a vific of devotion to the tomb of the late Ba/ba, and there, 
agreeable to the Mahometan cuftom, invoked the fhrine of the departed {pi- 
rit. He fent alfo a fupplicating embaffy to the Baba and his wife, defiring 
fome new marks of their favour and forgivenefs: the embaffador returned 
with an handkerchief from each, which is looked upon as the ftrongeft 
proof of friendfhip they could poffibly have fent. Thus comforted, all 
Selim’s fears vanifhed, and with alacrity he repaired to the palace. 


In about five days afterwards, Baba Solyman returned to his capital ; and 
the morning following was fixed upon for giving Selim an audience, and for 
invefting him with the Pele, or veft of filk lined with Samoor-fur, which in 
Turky and Perfia 1s prefented only to thofe whom they defign highly to 
honour. On the day and hour appointed, the unfufpecting Seltm was con- 
duéted by the proper officer into a grand apartment ; then into another, lefs 
fpacious ; and laft of all intoa third, mean and obfcure to a great degree. He 
had not continued long here, before four or five fellows rufhed in and rudely 
deprived him of his Cuttari or knives, and then of his Shaul, being the 


better part of his drefs; foon after, they prefented him with fhackles es 
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his hands and feet; when they had put them on, they conduéted him to 2 
prifon, where he lay eight or nine days, and then was ftrangled ; his head 
alfo was cut off, and fent to Conflantinople. Soon after the death of Sekim, a 
fchedule of the debts due from him to government was produced to his two 
falfe friends, and the difcharge of them infifted upon as an indifpenfable pre- 
liminary to the Bafba’s appointing one of them (Abdallah) to the govern- 
ment of Courdiftan, and the other to another advantageous and honourable 
poft. They both agreed to the terms ftipulated for their advancement; and 
on this occafion, the crafty Solyman, got in money or good fecurity, twenty 
thoufand purfes, each containing five hundred Piafires, or one million two 
hundred and fome odd thoufand pounds fterling. 


The forces kept up at Baghdad confilt of about 5000 horfe, 1000 Affafs, 
and 40,000 Fanizaries, many of whom are tradefmen. Cojee Raphael telis 
me, that out of all thefe, the Bafba cannot of a fudden fend. into the field 
above 10,000 men, though in a little time perhaps he might make them up 
30,000. In matters indeed where the Grand Seignior’s interc{t is materially 
concerned, reinforcements might be had in a few weeks from. Moful and 
Diarbekir , ani the government allo of Baffora could fend troops, fhould the 
Bafoa of Baghdad give his orders for them. Solyman is turned of fixty ; he 
was a flave to the preceding governor, hath only one wife, but, fhocking to 
relate! we were intormed that he kept upwards of 20 boys for his unna- 
tural gratifications. 


There are about 140 Armenian Chriftian families in Baghdad, fome of 
whom are Papifis, but the greater number are under their own Patriarch, 
who refides on the confines of Jurky and Perfia. Were are three minifters 
ordained by the Patriarch, their income is uncertain, as depending upon 
the voluntary fubfcriptions of their people. Cojee Raphael fays, that each of 
them may poffibly get 2000 Pia/ires a year, or thereabouts. 


A very intelligent gentleman gave us the following particulars concerning 
phe Turks : That they are not allowed an unlimited number of wives, but are 
confined to four at the moft; nor do they marry for a certain time, or at 
pleafure (as Sir Fobn Chardin relates) but for life. If their women. exceed 
four, all above that number fhould be of the hufband’s flaves, for he has 
no property in his wive’s flaves, and a criminal communication with them 
is deemed highly fcandalous. She receives them from her own family on 
her marriage, and ever remains miftrefs of them, independant of the autho- 
rity of the hufband. Neither are the Turks cruel to their flaves, as has 
been commonly, but erroneoufly imagined; for excepting thofe who work in 
their galleys, thefe people are the happieft of any in the Grand Seignior’s domi= 
nions. A mafter, who has been faithfully ferved by a flave for a twelve- 
month or more, will not fell him; on the contrary, fhould that flave chance 
to behave ill afterwards, the mafter, though he has power over his life, yet 
{eldom extends his feverity farther even for the greateft fault, than to. ftrip 
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him of his clothes, difmifs him from his fervice, and turn him out of the 
houfe. If a flave has at any time been put to death, it muft have been by a 
drunken, diffolute Fanizary, and not by any mafter who bore the character of 
a gentleman or merchant. In general, the Turks fo abominate cruelty in this 
re{pect, that fhould a mafter treat a flave with too great feverity, his neigh- 
bours would not fail to reproach him, bidding him to refleét, that the Mave 
is of the human fpecies as well as himfelf, and fhrewdly propofe to him 
this interefting queftion, How would you like to be fa ferved, in the fame cir- 
cumpances ? | 


*Tis no uncommon thing with them to give their daughters in marriage 


to their flaves, and who are often made governors of places. There is one 
piece of refpect however, which the mafter always requires when ftrangers 
are in company, and that is, for the flave to ftand in his prefence. ‘This 
ceremony (which they take care deeply to imprint upon the minds of all) 
is ftrictly obferved during their whole lives; for though a flave, after hav- 
ing obtained his freedom, may by a lucky turn of fortune, rife to fome 
honourable ftation, while the mafter continues in. the fame rank of life, or 
perhaps finks into a lower condition; yet the former, in this point of civi- 
lity at leaft, will never be unmindful of his primitive ftation. It happened 
lately for the flave of a button-maker in Baffora, to be raifed to. the govern- 
ment of that city; they never afterwards met, though in the Seragio, but. 
the governor paid this point of refpect to his old matter, who ftill continued. 
to carry on his trade. 


A Turk will frequently difinherit an undutiful fon, and give his fortune 
to his flave, only leaving the fon a fcanty pittance for his fupport. They. 
always look upon a flave ina more refpectable light than an hired fervant:. 
the one, they fay, is a fervant only by misfortune, the other often from 
choice. If a Bafa of three tails, or any other man of rank, fends a flave 
to fome diftant place on bufinefs of importance, it is expected that he fhall 
have greater civilities fhewn him, than if he had never been in bondage ; 


for you are to fuppofe that the flave fent on fuch an errand. 1s in the fecrets: 


of his mafter, and confequently one in whom he places the greateft con- 
fidence. Upon the whole, it is found policy that directs the Zurk to put 
fuch truft in his flave, rather than in any other perfon; fince it is natural 
to believe, that he whofe happinefs or mifery entirely depends on his 
mafter’s pleafure, will be leaft liable to deceive him.. 


Our friend obferved alfo, that the Ba/bas, and other Turki/b governors,. 


are in general very diffolute in their manners; they commonly pur- 


chafe their offices with a fum of money,. but they never fail to reimburfe 


themfelves out of the pockets of thofe who are fo unhappy as to live under 
their jurifdiction. No Gentleman, or Merchant Turk, will ever attend the 


court of a Bafba, if he can poffibly avoid it. Whenever any of them are fent 
for, they always go with fear and trembling, left they fhould be obliged to 
pay 
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pay down a fun of money, or forced into a fcandalous affociation with 
the great, to the prejudice of fome honeft man. The fanizaries are 
generally enemies of the Bafbas, and they are the only people of whom 
thefe officers, and the Grand Seignior himfelf, are afraid. They enjoy 
many privileges above other fubje¢ts; occafionally wear a cloak, and 
in the Bazars or markets, they have a right to purchafe, duty free, as 
much of moft commodities as their cloaks will cover. The Salaam, or 
falute which they make to their fuperiors, is far lefs fubmiffive than that 
of any other perfon. They are never punifhed for any crime in public, but 
are conducted into a private apartment, the doors of which are immediately 
fhut; in the room are many other Fanizaries, who forming a circle round 
the prifoner, hear and judge of the charge that is exhibited againit him: if 
he is found guilty, and fentenced by them to be corporally punifhed, the 

unifhment muft be inflicted by one of their own order, who in doing it, 
is obliged to reft his right knee on the ground, and not to carry the hand 
which jholds the fcourge higher than his own ear. And even the execution 
of this fentence, may be prevented by any one of the attending Fanizaries 
fhewing his difapprobation by a hem or cough, or by rifing from his fear; 
for if he does fo, the others will immediately follow the example, and the 
prifoner is of courfe difcharged. If a Fanizary be condemned to die, he 
is ftrangled by other Fanizaries; the corpfe is interred at eight in the even- 


ing, and honoured with the difcharge of one cannon, in the fame manner as 


if he had died a natural death. 


Our friend concluded his account, with obferving, that it was morally 
impoffible for a Turk, Perfian, Arab, or any other perfon profeffing the 
Mabometan faith, ever to be converted to Chrifftanity, fo long as any men- 
tion fhall be made of the doctrine of the Trinity. For as their prefent grand 
article of faith is the unity of the Godhead, whenever they hear of one being 
three, and three, one, they are fure to fmile at the weaknefs of fuch a be- 
lief. They acknowledge the divine miffion of Fefus Chriff, and fay that 
he was the greateft of all the prophets before Mahomet, that he taught the 
truth relating to the Godhead, and the duties neceflary for mankind; but 
that his followers abufed the purity of his religion, committed blafphemy 
by calling him God, and that Ze/us Chrift will hereafter appear in judgment 
againft them. They alfo deny that this prophet of God was ever crucified; 
for they fay, God would never have permitted fuch an indignity to be offered 
to fo faithful a prophet, and affert that the identical Ze/us Chrift was {natched 
ri by God himfelf, and the ews ignorantly put another to death in his 

ead *, 


A gentleman Turk’s drefs is very neat. On his head he hath a white or 
green Turban, made of linen or foaw/+; or he wears a green, red, or black 


* This was a very early opinion of fome Chriftian heretics, and no doubt Mahomet borrowed 


ait from them. 


+ Shawl is a manufacture of Camel’s hair, or Carminian wool. 
cloth 
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cloth cap; or bonnet,. which is a foot or more high, very ftiff, being thickly 
quilted,. and flat at top: over that part of the cap which goes round the 
head, is twifted a white or green linnen cloth, but his neck is always bare. 
Next to his body he wears a long {hirt, fhaped like our women’s fhifts; 
the tail of this fhirt is put into a pair of linnen drawers, and over thele 
drawers, is another large loofe pair of drawers made of fhawl, and to each 
ancle part, is fewed a yellow thin flipper, without an heel, the fole of 
which iss no thicker than the upper leather of the fame flipper; thefe 
flippers are worn within another ftronger pair of flippers, which alfo are 
without heels ; the outer flippers, on coming into an houte, the Turk leaves 
at the door. Next to the fhirt, is a veft that fits clofe to the body and 
buttons on the breaft, whofe tail reaches to the calf of the leg: upon 
this firft veft, is another with lapels made of fine linen cloth, which 
buttons clofe at the fleeves near the wrifts; this veft reaches to the ancles 
with an open petticoat-like tail, and over it, around the waift, is paffed a 
fine fafh, with a border that is generally ornamented with gold or filver needle 
work. Inthe bofom, under the lapel of this fecond veft, is carried the 
watch and an handkerchief, which handkerchief is alfo ornamented with gold 
and filver embroidery : over all is: worn a third veft, loofe, made either 
of fine cloth, or of fhawl; this has flit fleeves which are lined with filk, 
and at pleafure are either buttoned,.or worn open; but this outer garment 
is ufually thrown off when the. perfon is at-home. This defcription is appli- 
cable to their fummer habit, the quality, though perhaps not the make of 
their drefs, may differ in the winter. Befides the cap defcribed, we fee a va- 
riety of other caps, fome of which area foot and a half high, of very great 
circumference, whofe outfides are covered with fur. The cap-gentlemen, 
I believe, are always in office under the government.. 


The drefs of the women, with whofe fight we have been favoured, bur 


who indeed are only thofe that are on foot in the ftreets, and confequently 
of the loweft fort, confifts of a fhift, like the men’s fhirts; a veft or two 
over that, and then a loofe cover or veil of linen from top to toe; their 
legs and feet are covered like the men’s. On that part which goes over the 
head, is faftened a black horfe-hair covering for the face, about fourteen 
or fifteen inches fquare, which they fometimes lifted up to look at us: their 
hands and arms are full of different marks made with gunpowder, their faces 
are {potted blue, and their lips often the fame. The better fort of women 
are admitted on the Terraces in the evenings, but their hufbands are ex- 
tremely fearful left they fhould be feen by men, from the houfes adjoining. 
We have difficulty to keep ourfelves within rule, not more from curiofity, 
than inattention. Mr. Garden and Cojee Raphael cautioned us on the fub- 
ject ; the former told us, that one of his neighbours had been very trouble- 
fome on this head, and once fwore to him aloud, that if he fhould ever 
again catch his eye towards his territories, he was determined to throw 
himfelf inftantly from the Terrace, and dafh out his brains, that his blood 


might reft on Mr. Garden’s head. One of our caps or hats, was baie 
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another neighbour, who immediately, open mouthed, protefted againft the 
affront: in fact, we are in this great city, prijoners in a very ftrict fenfe; a 
circumftance, fomewhat mortifying to the free Briti/b {pirit. 


A little before we got here, a country Chriflian merchant of fubftance, 
was difcovered by the public officers in bed with his own Turkifb fervant’s 
wife; ‘twas believed that he had given the hufband a fum of money for 
this liberty, and which he had enjoyed, for fome time palt. Death is the 
punifhment which the law inflicts on offenders of this kind, or embracing 
the Mahometan faith; by intereft and money however the fentence was not 
executed in this cafe, but the following punifhment in it’s ftead: the 
breeches or troufers of the offender were taken off, and the petticoat, or 
that part of the apparel which is ufed by the Turki/h women inftead of it, 
put over his head, and thus fhametully attired, he was led over a oreat 
part of the city, publicly exposed, and infulted by the rabble. 


Chriftians, Jews, and all the other Jufidels of this country, are publicly 
diftincuifhed from the Muffulmen, by the colour of their Turban; the latter 
wearing them only of a white, or deep green, the others of different colours. 
None but true Muffulmen likewile are allowed to wear a green drefs; not- 
withftanding this, Mr. Garden’s cloaths were made of a pea-green. This near 
approach to the Muffulman’s colour, is permitted to ftrangers in a refpect- 
able ftayion, but they cannot go farther without giving offence, or running 
a great rifk of being affronted. 


At five this evening, our whole party (Mr. Garden alfo accompanying us) 
fet off on horfes, and mules, for an ancient ruin called Tauk-Kefferab, which 
means Kefferah’s Arch; it lies to the fouth-eaft of Baghdad, diftant about 
20 miles, and within a mile of the Zygris. The journey by land is about 
fix hours; we rode it in fix, and returned in five, exclufive of the time 
fpent in the village. Having been difappointed in getting horfes and mules 
for carrying our baggage, we were obliged to fend it in a Sandal down the 
Tygris, intending that our fervants fhould join us with the tent, &c. at the 
village Yeallab ten miles from Baghdad: we defigned to have refted there a 
few hours, and then have proceeded on to view the Arch early the next 
morning before the fun fhould be troublefome ; byt our fervants in the boat 
met with interruptions which prevented their joining us till the next morn- 
ing, long after we had reached the ruins. We got to the village about a 
quarter paft nine, having paffed by a good deal of corn and garden ground, 
well fupplied with water from the Zygris. Here we procured a little milk, 


others chofe a bit of bread and cheefe, and drank a glafs of the wine we 


carried with us; after which, each endeavoured to get a little fleep, either 
in the open air, or under cover of a Turki/fh hovel; but all were difap- 


_ pointed, from the perplexing mufchetos, lice, and fleas, which greatly abound 


an and near fuch fort of habitations. 
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| At one o’clock we croffed a large creek, in a boat which held twelve © 


men, three horfes, four mules, and one afs, and went on towards the Arch, 
which was feen by the help of the moon two or three miles off : the greateft 
part of the way was through a thicket made up of the liquorice, caper, 
the low cotton and cyprefs fhrubs ; in this cover (called here a foreft) are 
often feen Lions and Wild Boars, we met with neither, but got very quietly 
on to Soliman Pack’s tomb, or the tomb of Soliman the Clean, alias, Smack 
Smooth, who was barber to Mahomet. ‘he traditional hiftory of this per- 
fon is, that he was much reverenced by his countrymen, and looked on as 
highly favoured of the Prophet: he lived to a great age, and was in the 
general eftimation, a pious old man, but as he always was obliged to 
keep with him a female fervant for the management of his domettic af- 
fairs, his moral conduct thereby became doubtful, and the fubjet of 
much difputation: his revilers however (as the ftory goes) at length fuf- 
fered fhame, for the Prophet himfelf, concerned at the injuftice done the 
character of his faithful Soliman, miraculoufly caufed the genital parts to 
fall off; thereby enabling the old man, in the moft effectual manner to 
eftablifh his innocence, by fhewing them the impoffibility of his commit- 
ting the crime of which he ftood accufed. | 


In this holy man’s fleeve, fome of the moft credulous Mabometans tell 
you, the cat made it’s firft appearance: having been fupernaturally pro- 
duced there, through his devout interceffion, for the advantage of mankind. 
On the firlt difcovery, the Sage fo cherifhed it, that in tendernefs he cut 
off the fleeve of his garment, .and placed it as a carpet for the valuable 
{tranger. So much for this. fabulous ftory: the outer wall of his tomb 
appears to be of modern brickwork, nor does the tomb itfelf look fo an- 
cient as the porch or entrance to it. | | | 


_ At a quarter of a mile-diftance, ftand the ruins of that very confider- 


able work of antiquity, we intended to vifit. Neither the Turks nor Arabs’ 


know any thing about it; they are at a lofs to determine, whether it was 
a temple or palace. The bifhop told us it was commonly fuppofed to 
have been a temple, dedicated to the fun; probably people have been led’ 
to this conjecture, from obferving very many openings yet remainin 

in the rch, that pafs for lamps, and which they fay, could have been al] 
lighted in the twinkling of an eye; our opinion was, that thefe holes were 
fo many funnels for the admiffion of air. Mr. Doidge took with his Qua- 
drant, the exact meafurement of the Arch, and the front of the building, 
and drew a perfpective view of it with his pencil: the eaft face of the 
whole is 300 feet in Jength, the breadth of the Arch 85 feet, height of 
the Arch 106 feet *, length of the arched roofed room from eaft to weft 


* Our common journal contains thefe farther obfervations. ‘* Part of the roof of this 
room is fallen in; the front on each fide of the’arch is full of niches like our cathedrals, in 
which there probably once flood fome images: the whole fabric is built of biicks a foot fquare, 
aad three inches thick.” 
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is 150 feet: the niches, in the face or front of the building, refemble 
the work of our old abbies. The front, of which Mr. Doidve has taken a 
view, ftands due eaft, in which are ftill niches, and defaced pillars, the weft 
and back front is very much deftroyed, no view therefore was taken 
of that. In the Arch were pigeons, jays, fparrows, and fome other 
birds. Until the fun got high, we had fhelter from its rays, within 
the Arch; but after that we had recourfe to our tent, where we found it 
very hot indeed. 


To the fouthward, between this ruin and the Tygris, is a tomb and 
Mofque, named Haud Eeffey: and on the other fide of the river, is a rifing 
{pot on which ftands a powder-mill, for the ufe of Baghdad, called Purite 
Kaune. For a very confiderable way all around the 4rch, the ruins of other 
vaft buildings are to be found, though in fuch defolation, that not the 
{malleft piece of a wall is now ftanding. The bricks and mortar however. 
are in fuch abundance, that no doubt can poffibly remain but that here once 
ftood a city of feveral miles in circumference ; and from the accounts given 
by hiftorians of the extent and fituation of Ctefiphon *, there is the greateft 
reafon to believe, that on this very fpot, that magnificent and powerful city 
once ftood. 


One of our Turkifb fervants who fpoke a little of the Portugue/é 
language, told my man M‘Intofh, that the moft general received opi- 
nion in this country, was, that Tauk Keffera, was not built by a Perfian, 
Parthian, Turk, or any other Affatic, but by an Eurcpean prince, who 
game into this part of the world with a large army, and fubdued it. As 
we had not yet met with any edifice in fa, carrying with it fo great 
a refemblance of the ancient European architecture as this; it ftruck 
me, that Tauk Keffera might have been conftructed, foon after the con- 
queft of this part of the world, by Alemender the Great, or one of his 
captains +. | 


The Turks confefs that they know nothing certain concerning this ruins, 


there is however a traditionary and fabulous account amongft them, that. 


it was built by one Keffera, the fon of Shirwan, that he was the king of 
the country and refided in this palace ; that he caufed.a chain to hang down. 


* Crefipbon, according to the ancient accounts of it, was fituated on the eatt fide of the Tygris,. 
at fome diftance from Seleucia, and a little removed from the river. Thefe ruins are on the 
ealt fide of the Tygris, about 18.0or 20 miles from Bughdad (the ancient Se/eucia), and that part 
of them which is neareft the river,. is a mile diftance from it. 


+ From the fimilarity between the name of this ruin Kefera, and the Greek word Kaivaeey. 
a friend of the author fuppofes that this edifice might poflibly have been built by one of the: 
Gafars, emperors of Rome, feveral of whom are known to have carried their arms into this 
part of. 4a; and. then the Tauk Kefera will fignify Gefar’s Arch. 
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to the ground from the room in which he himfelf flept, fo that whoever 
in his dominions had any grievance to complain of which théy wifhed the 
king to redrefs, they were ordered to pull at this chain. [t once happened, 
that an afs which had fuffered much from the crueltv of his mafter, came 
and tugged at the end of it; and what was ftill more furprizing, the power 
of fpeech was fo far miraculoufly given to him, as enabled him to make 
one of the king’s attendants underftand, that he the ais had bufinefs with 
his majefty. The creature accordingly got admittance, dilcovered its 
wounds, ic. ‘The owner was fent for, feverely rebuked, and told, that if 
in a certain number of days, he did not cure the afs, he fhould certainly 
be put to death. Fortunately for him, fays the fable, thé creature was 
made well exa¢tly at the time: limited, and ever afterwards the afs, and 
all other ufeful cattle, were exempted from thofe heavy fufferings, to which 
before this incident, they had been accuftomed from the feverity of their 
mafters, who intimidated by this furprizing ftory became alfo more care- 
ful of the lives of their beafts. The ftory adds, that a great fnake came 
afterwards to make a vifit, but his bufinefs was only to bring the king a 
water-melon-feed, as a reward for the faithful difcharge of his kingly truft: 
and from this fingle feed have fince been produced all the water-melons 
-in the world. Such kind of allegorical ftories are not uncommon in 
Turky. | : 


About a mile and a half to the eaftward of the Arch, ftands an ancient 
mud-wall, three fides of a fquare, fronting eaft, weft, and north; the river 
is to the fouth: the wall is abuut forty feet high, and thirty thick, and each 
fide about a mile in length; we conclude it to have been a citadel to this 
once extenfive city. From the ruins hereabouts, are picked up ancient 
coins: not long ago, a poor fellow in digging, found a {mall jar with one 
piece of gold, and feveral forts of filver and copper pieces of money. I 
could only learn that they are looked on as ancient Perfan or Parthian 
coins: the prefent Ba/ba has them, though neither he nor any of the Zurks 
have a true tafte for fuch remains. The bifhop’s paffion turns to medals ; 
he has made a great collection, it is faid to the value of 50 or 60,000 
piaitres, or about 6 or 7000/. fterling. 


From fome poor Arabs, who live in a {mall village near the Arch, we got 
milk, butcer, and a lamb which our fervant broiied; he fhot alfo a young 
Yackal, which we prefented to an old Arab woman who was very thankful, 
and we were told would eat it. 


At half paft twelve at night, we fent our baggage to the Sandal, to be 
carried to Baghdad, and mounted our cattle; we returned over the river 
to Yeallah about three in the morning, when we were entertained by the lark ; 
refted before the ferry-houfe for half an hour, faw eight Pecans tn our 
journcy back, and arrived at Mr. Garden’s in the city, between fix and feven, 
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where we got a comfortable breakfaft on tea and clouted cream, fung a 
fong, and went merrily, but very weary to bed.—Slept till near noon.—In the 
evening we were vifited by the bifhop, and father Fidelle, his lordfhip 
had expreffed a defire that we would favour him with the out-lines, fhould 
we make a {ketch of the Arch; Mr. Doidge fhewed him what he had taken 
in his pocket-book, apologized for not being able now to compliment his 
lordfhip with a copy, but promifed him one to be fent from England when 
finifhed: the bifhop appeared pleafed and obliged, and invited us all to dine 


‘with him to-morrow. 


We were politely entertained to-day by the bifhop; two courfes of 
eight difhes at dinner, a deffert, punch, claret, French, and Turki/h 
white wines. His lordfhip entertained us alfo with an account of an 
antique pile of buildings called Kurman Shah*, ftill to be feen at about 
twelve days journey between this place and J/paban, wherein is a great 
deal of fculpture in marble, with Baffo and Alto Rehevos, reprefenting 
battles, trophies, arms, men, and camels; and one moft remarkable 
horfe whofe body feems quite detached from the wall, being joined 
only by the pedeftal on which it ftands. In the roof is a window 
reprefented, and a head crowned, with great earneftnefs looking through 
it, but at what objet, the obferver is for a time at a ‘lofs to guefs, 
till cafting his eye in a particular direction, which he is Jed to do by the 
extatic gaze of the figure above, he difcovers a bath, and in it a naked 
Venus +. 


In another part of the building, there is a long infcription in characters 
unknown to the bifhop, or any other of the #vench antiquarians. The 
letters are neither Perfian, Parthian, Chaldean, Hebrew, Arabic, Greek, Coptic, 
or any other type now known in this part of the world. His Jordfhip had in 
his poffeffion two or three pieces of filver coin, one of which he prefented to 
Mr. Dordge, on which is a head exadtly like that before defcribed as looking. 
with fuch defire on the Venus in the bath. The characters around its edge, 
his lordhhip fays, are of the fame fort with thofe of the infcription in Aurman 
Shab, but whofe head it is, he does not pretend to determine. He has 
compared it with the feveral impreMfions in his books of medals, but can 
find no fimilitude. He fhewed us indeed another coin, and upon compar- 
ing it with one in hie book, we faw that it bore a {trong relemblance of the 


* Kurman Shah, fignifics Royal Kurman; but whether it ftands for the name of a country, 
eity, building, or king, nobody here could inform us, 


+ Tis poflible this picce of fculpture might have been intended to reprefent the well-known 
ftory of David and Bath/beba. 

‘* And it came to pafs in the evening tide, that David arofe from off his bed, and walked 
** upon the roof of the king's houfe; and from the roof he faw a woman wafhing herfelf; and 
*¢ the woman was very beautiful to look upon.” = 3 Samuel, xi. chap. 2d verfe. 
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famous Artaxerxes, who reftored the ancient grandeur of the Per/ian kings. 
The bifhop however is very confident that this coin, and the head in Kurman 
Shab, were both defigned for the third or fourth king after Artaxerxes, for 
he thinks ic was not till their reigns, that this new and unknown language 
was introduced. 7 


Mr. Dofdge borrowed of the bifhop a cover of an earthen veffel, to take 
off an impreffion, It was found near the ruins of awk Keffera, and in 
It were many coins both gold and filver of feveral kings of Parthia and 
Syria, who reigned after Alexander. One of clntiochus the 4th, and another 
of Antiochus the sth, of the moft curious metal; the laft is judged to be. 
worth 500 crowns. ‘The cover is four inches and a half in diameter, and 
thirteen and a half in circumference: It has an indented knob in the middle 
of the furface, through which is athole, probably for a ring to hold it by. Ona 
each fide of the knob is a Sphinx rampant, one with its back to the other. 
Between the hind and fore leg of each, is a iprig with a flower. Their 
wings join at the top, and terminate in a flourifhing fprig over their heads. 
At the bottom, between their legs, is another fprig, not much unlike a 
mitred cap. Around all, is an infcription on the margin in large charac- 
ters, unknown to every one here, but which the bifhop fufpects to be of 
the fame kind with thofe on Mr. Dozdge’s medal, and the infeription in 
the ruins ct Kurman Shab. 


* 


This morning, our condudting Arab came to us, and brought the Few 
with him, who “told us that all his goods were in the Defert, and ready to 
be put on the camels backs; fo that Habil Swylem’s ill health is now the only 
impediment to our fetting out. We talked of paying a vifit this evening 
to Nimrod’s tower. People ufually {ct out early in the morning, ftay there 
in a tent during the heat of the day, and return in the evening. But to 
avoid the inconvenience of continuing folong under a tent, as we before 
experienced in our excurfion to Tauk Kefferc, and to fave ourfelves the 
trouble of carrying with us our fervants and baggage, we propofed fetting 
off early enough to allow our being at the tower ‘by break of day, and re- 
turning to Baghdad before breakfaft. About nine o’clock this evening, 
the whole city was in an uproar, occafioned by a fire breaking out in one 
of the Bazars. It was luckily extinguifhed, after having coniumed three 


fhops only. 


We were affured this morning that there is creat danger in going to 
the tower of Nimrod by night, as the rads frequently make ufe of this 
favourable opportunity to attack travellers. 


Laft night arrived at the Seraglo a meffenger from nog ir ; who brings 
an account of the Bafba of that city being removed to the Buhalie of Mo/itl, 
and of another’s coming to Aleppo in his place. 
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abil Swylem called upon us this morning, and feemed to be in better 
health; he declares he will leave Baghdad next Friday, and proceed directly 
for Aleppo. 


The bifhop and four reverend fathers fupped with us this evening, and 
ftaid till paft eleven. His lordfhip defired us not to forget, when we fhall 
arrive at a certain place, (four days journey on this fide of Aleppo) to ftrike 
a little out of the road, in order to fee the remains of an antient Roman 
canal. And in our journey from Aleppo to Scanderoon, he advifed us to 
take that road which leads to Antioch, there being fome old ruins well worth 
{eeing in this laft place. 


The bifhop and Cojee Raphael told me to-day, that they heard the Arabs 
about Baffora had lately broken down the banks of the river, by which 
the Defert near to the city is quite overfown. His lordfhip expreffed 
great uneafinefs about it, as the ftanding water made putrid by the 
heat cf the fun, and by the great quantity of dead fifth which are 
always floating in it, never fails to produce fatal fevers; by which, 
about fifteen years ago, 12 or 414,000 people died, and not above two 
or three of the Europeans who were then at Baffora, efcaped with their 
lives. 


Our Takbt Revans are now quite finifhed; we begun to feafon forty- 
fix large, and twenty fmall dog-fkins, we bought -here for the holding of 
our water, The furnifhing ourfelves with neceffaries for our journey has 
been attended with great difficulties, the laws of the Ramazan forbidding 
the people to work. The Bezar-folks and artificers have been all hungry, 
thirfly, and out of temper; through the intereft of Mr. Garden, and the 
promife of extraordinary pay, we are at laft fitted for fetting out. At nine 
this evening the Ramazan ended, the Turks having difcovered the new 
moon. I obferved they were attentively looking out for her at fun-fet. The 
government at nine o’clock made her appearance known to the people, by 
firing four guns from a baftion. 


This morning was ufhered in with a difcharge of all the artillery of every 
baftion, to the number of near fixty: this is the ufual demonftration of joy 
at the expiration of the Ramazan. The difcharge was repeated in an hour 
afterwards, not, as at firft, in regular fucceffive firings from each baftion, 
but in a hurrying confufed manner. The Turks are all dreffed in their holy- 
day fuits, and Meffieurs Garden and Raphael went to make their congratula- 
tory compliments to the grandees. : 


Yefterday we delivered to Hadbil Swylem, for the ufe of himfclf, the Takbt 
Revan men, and our other attendants, the following articles of provifions , 
it being cuftomary, either to furnifh them with their whole ftock at once, 

or 
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er to fupply them daily from your own tents on the journey: and as in 
coming up the Euphrates we had already experienced too much vexation on 
this head with our Trackers, we were determined on not rifking a repe- 
tition. 


Rice — — — 8 Baghdad Maunds, or 120 tb 
Rufk or bifeuis — — 4 — — 60 1b 
Flour — — — 4 — a 60 Ib 
Ghee or butter — — I — — 15 Ib 
Coffee —— eee — I — — 1516 


At eleven o’clock in the morning, we received the mortifying news of our 
Arab conductor being again taken ill of a fever. At five in the evening, 
he with great difficulty crawled to our houfe, and we were all witnefles of 
his being ill indeed. We defired Mr. Hemet, who had fome knowledge of 
medicine, to take care of him. Our friend Mr. Pye is likewife indifpofed 
with feverifh fymptoms; 1 took away a little blood from him about fix 
o’clock in the evening: at eight I ordered an Ipecacuna vomit to be given 
him; but his fever continuing to increafe, at ten he took the fourth part 
of a paper of Dr. Fames’s powder. ‘ 


The bifhop came to fee us this morning. Mr. Pye’s medicine operated 
properly : he fleeps, and is tranquil. The good and friendly bifhop vifited 
Mr. Pye in the character of a phyfician. With the reft of us he reafoned as 
a divine, recommending patience, fortitude, and refignation to the will of 
heaven; bidding us to be of good cheer, even though we fhould be detained 
here till the month of September. 


A purple fever now rages in the city; it is fuppofed, that an eighth part 
of the inhabitants are ill in it; but as yet it has not been very fatal. The 
very hot months, they fay, are commonly moft healthy. His lordship re- 
commended it to us, not to think of fetting out from hence over the great 
Defert, with any other conductor befides Hadi! Swylem, and prays us to be 
mindful of this maxim, that “in Zurky an imprudent ftep cannot be re- 
medied as in Europe.” 


Mr. Pye’s fever is entirely gone, but has left him quite relaxed. Cojee 
Raphael is of opinion, that the Arad will not leave the village es for a long 
time, as the Damafcus Caravan is ftill there, not being able to purchafe 
the neceffary Camels. This, he apprehends will be our cafe. We are 
greatly alarmed at it, and have fent a fervant to infpect into the real ftate 
of the camels. 


This morning the wind blew from the northward, and was agreeably 
cool. The holy-days following the Ramazan, end with this day. To- 
mozrow the feveral artificers will make no. icruple of going to work. 

We 
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‘We were informed this evening by our Arab, that the Camels are not yet 


ye come, but he expects them foon, and will certainly fet out this day fen’night. 


June ro. 


Such fhuffling and deceit have quite wearied us out; aad as it was clear, that 
we could not now leave Baghdad before the hetteft weather would fet in, we 
confulted together, and refolved, ‘‘ that the rifk attending our travelling 
“* over the Defert, is too great, and cannot be encountered with prudence.” 
Two Chriftians who attempted to pafs it laft fummer exactly at this time 
of the year, died on the journey: fo did fourteen or fifteen of the country- 
people, belonving to the Great Caravan. _We concluded therefore to tarry 
here, though to our unfpeakable mortification, tll September next. 


The conductor of our Takht Revans ufed his utmoft endeavours laft 
night to perfuade us to proceed by the Moful and Diarbekir roads. He 
faid, that he lately travelled that way from Con/tantinople to this place; and 
affured us, that the ficknefs and troubles which prevailed in thofe parts of 
the country are over; that in the way from hence to Mo/ful, not the leatt 
danger can poffibly happen; that every day we fhall be in a village, where 
refrefhments may be had; that between Diarbekir and Aleppo, the Defert 
we have to pats, will only take us up feven days; that the Samie/ winds 
may be avoided by travelling in the night only; and that a guard of fol- 
diers, which might be procured from the Bafba, would fecure us from all 
infult. Cojee Rapbael this morning joined in the propofal, on which we 
refolved to take this route, and commiffioned Cojee Raphael to yet the 
neceflary Phirmaunds from government, and every other thing which may be 
ufeful to us on our journey. 


In the evening, Cojee Raphael, after having confulted his friends in the 
city, on the nature of our journey, returned, and gave us great encourage- 
ment. He confirmed the account before given us by the conductor of the 
Takht Revans, that by that route we fhould avoid the great Defert wholly, 
find ourfelves daily in towns or villages, and finifh our journey in thirty- 
five or forty days. We give ourfelves up entirely to his directions; and not- 
with{tanding the many difappointments we have met with fince we left Ca/- 
cutta, begin again to pleafe ourfelves with the hope of being in a few 
months, in our native country, bleffed with the happy fight of our families 
and friends. 


Habil Swylem returned us this morning 1200 Piaffres; the remainder, he 
faid, had been laid out in neceffaries for us, which he is to account for 
to-morrow. We now find, even was he in healch, that it would be impof- 
fible for him as yet to proceed on his journey, through the want of a fuf- 
ficient number of camels. He fent us a meflage expreflive of great forrow 
for our difappointment, and with offers of waiting upon us, three months 
hence. This poor man, we think, has not dealt quite candidly with us, 
yet, believe, he was not without hope of being able to fulfil his contraét 


much better than it has turned out. He has tor the moft part, gotten his 
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livelihood under the patronage of Mr. Shaw, and other European gentlemen, 
and they all give him a good character. Mr. Hemet thinks he will get the 
better of his fever. 


__I paid the bifhop a vifit in company with Meffiews Garden and Doidge. 
He fhewed us a very large and valuable Rudy, fome antique Onyx ftones, 
very curioufly cut, and fome more medals. He has two colleétions of 
Roman coins; one of them is compleat, (which he does not intend to 
part with) in a regular jucceffion from ‘Fulius Cefar down to Conftan- 
tine. The other fet (which has a chafm of feven Emperors) his lordfhip 
propofes to fell*, and imagines that it may be worth 50,000 Piaffres. 
He has alfo fome medals of private Roman families, and a great number of 
the Kings of Syria, Parthia, and Perfia. Of the laft he has many dupli- 
cates in gold, filver, and copper. 


Yefterday returned a Patamar or exprefs to our Few merchant from 
Aleppo, by the way of the Defert, which he had difpatched from this place 
about a month or five weeks ago. He was robbed three times by the Arabs, 
but knowing fome of the tribe, he had the good fortune to preferve the 
letter he had in charge. The Yew merchant, with 4 or 500 of his brethren, 
as alfo many Mabometans, are gone to pay their annual devotion to the tomb 
of Ezekiel the prophet, which by their account is at Kuta a village on the 
weftern bank of the Euphrates, eight or nine miles above Hilla: where like- 
wife they fhew you, what they call the ficry furnace, into which Shadrach, 
Mefhach, and Abed-nego were thrown. Somewhere about Corna, are the re- 
mains of an ancient tomb, which is faid to be that of the prophet Ezra; and 
in the ruins of Niniveb, near Afoful (of which hereafter) is one reported to be 
the prophet Fonah’s. We are impatient for the return of the Few hither to: 
open his packet, being big with expectation of news from Eurcpe. Our fetting 
off for Moful depends alfo on the return of thefe devotees, for we are to be 
ferved with thirty of their mules. 


At three this morning, all the party (except Mr. Pye, whofe want of 
ftrength would not admit of it) accompanied by Mr. Garden, and an Jtaltan 
niiffionary named Clementino, with one of Mr. Garden’s fervants, and an Arab 
to fhew us the road, left Baghdad for Nimrods tower. It hes weft by north, 
diftant about nine miles. We paffed the Zygris by the fame bridge of boats 
before-mentioned, and rode through the old city of Baghdsd, from whence, 
quite up to the tower, ruins of buildings eithet wholly above or fome- 
what under ground are ftill to be feen, which can be no other than the re- 
mains of the ancient Seleucia. The ground began to rife in a gentle aicenr, 
for half a quarter of a mile before we reached the tower, occalioned, as we 
imagined, by the rubbith of the old buildings which once ftood here. 


—#* Be feemed to with that we would give notice of this to our countrymen, 
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Whether che tower was at firft of a fquate or reund form, ts now dificult 
to determine, though the former is moft probable, becaufe ail the 
remaining bricks are placed fquare, and not in the leaft circular. The 
bricks are all. twelve inches fquare, and four and an half thick. The 
cement is of mud or flime, mixed with broken reed as we mix hair 
with mortar; which flime might either have been had from one of the 
great rivers, or taken out of one of the fwamps in the plain, with which 
the country hereabout very much abounds. We paffed one of thele {wamps 
in our way, which was about an hundred yards broad, and four feet deep, 
Between Baghdad and Kircoote, according to the bifhop’s inteHigence, are two. 
fountains of Nuff Demar, or bituminous pitch. It comes out of the earth 
boiling hot; and this is what fome writers have fuppoied the fcriptures to 
mean by flime, in the building of the Tower of Badel. Betwixt every feventh 
or eighth brick in the tower, is a layer of reeds, of which I took a few for 
the fake of curiofity, allo fome of the flime, and a piece of both forts of 
the brick, the harder and fofter;, for thofe which lie in the rubbvith are of 
a much. harder fubftance, than what now remain in the tower. 


The height of the ruin is 126 feet; the diameter of the largeft and 
middle part about 100 feet. Wejudge it to be folid to the center; yet 
pear the top there is a regular opening of an oval form, but as we could 
not climb up to, can determine nothing pofitive about it; it appears 
however from che prefeat look co.have been.a window. The circumference 
of that pare of the tower which remains, and is above the rubbifh, 1s about 
300 feet, but probably. could the foundation be come at, it would be found of 
far greater extent. Mr. Doidge, from whofe draught with a pencil, the cop- 
per-plate here inferted, was taken, calculated the vifible ruins of the tower 
20 contain about 100,000 cubic feet. 


The prefent Turks, Jews, and Arabians, are fond of believing this to be 
the identical ruin of the ancient tower of Babel, for which they affign a 
variety of reafons , but all, fo void of the appearance of truth, that to fet 
about confuting them would. be lofing time in trifles. J am clearly of 
opinion, from its. ficuation, and many other circumftances, that it never 
could have been the tower of Babel; but rather fufpedt is to have been. 
a beacon or watch-tower to give notice of the approach of an enemy ; or 
perhaps ufed as an obfervatory. to infpect the various motions of the 
heavenly bodies, which fcience was fo much cultivated among the an- 
cient inhabitants of this country,. that even the Grecians,. though defirous. 
of being efteemed the inventors of all arts and {ciences, could never 
deny the Babylonians the honour of having laid the foundations of 
aftronomy. And indeed the advantageous fituation of Babylon, which. 


was built upon a wide, extended plain, where no mountain confined. 


the profpect; and the conitant clearnefs and ferenity of the air in that 
country, fo favourable to the free contemplation of the. heavens, were: 
fufficient 
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fufficient motives to engage this people in the purfuit of aftronomical 
obfervations *, 


_ In our excurfion tothe tower, we met with no interruption, and faw but 
very few perfons, however, it would not be prudent for a man to go thither 
alone, or even for a large party unarmed. We all had our piftols with us, 
and Mr. Garden’s fervant carried a mufket. We tarried at the tower an 
hour and half, and by ten in the morning got back to Mr. Garden’s 
houfe. In our return through the old city, we paffed clofe by a decayed 
Mo/que, upon whofe dome we obierved a ftork, of the fize of a goofe, 
its breaft white, its head black and white, as were its WINS 5 it had 
a long beak, and legs not lefs than two feet in length. In its neft on 
the top of the dome, were young ones, the head of one of them was 
vifible to us; the neft was built of fticks, and of an entire round form, we 
judged it to be four feet deep, and at leaft two over. 


I took notice this morning, that almoft all the Minarets bend or in- 
cline to the fouth-eaft. Two of them lean very remarkably that way, 
but whether they were fo defigned by the builders { was not able to learn. 
Perhaps the inclination may be owing to the force of the north-weft wind, 
or to the foundations giving way. From thefe, the people of the Mo/ques, 
five times in the 24 hours, (at fun rife, at noon, at three o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, at fun fet, and at midnizht) call the inhabitants to prayers, crying 
aloud, ‘* There is but one God, and Mahomet is his Prophet: it is the duty 
of man to remember his God. Muffulmen are now by his fervants called 
upon to come and pay their acknowledgments, and humbly to prefent their 
Jupplications.” 


We were informed to-day, that the Bafa was preparing for war, and 
would very foon put his army in march for the north-ward. The bifhop, 
who prefently afterwards paid us a vifit, faid he had heard the report, 
though not as a thing certain, but would make farther enquiry about it. 
He did not think it improbable, becaufe the Arabs had lately robbed a Cara- 
van on the northern road, and even at this time, another between Mo/1/ 
and Diarbekir is hindered from proceeding, through the apprehention of 
meeting with the fame fate. The Arabs and malecentents it feems have 
taken advantage of the diforderly ftate of the government of Mo/u/, whole 
new Bajha is not yet arrived there from Aleppo; the accounts fay, he was 
to leave Aleppo the day after the ending of the Ramazan. 


Nothing particular: but Mr. Pye was fo much recovered, as to take a 
ride round the walls of the city. Baghdad, by Meffieurs Alins and Dotdge’s 
obfervations, lies in latitude 33° 21‘ north. 


* A principio Affyrii propter planitiem magnitudinemque regionum quas incolabant, 
cum ceelum ex omni parte patens & apertum intuerentur, tajectiones mow/fque ftellaruth 
obfervaverunt. Cuic, 46.1. do Livin mn 2. 
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1758. The devotee Yews, and Mabometans, to the number of above a thoufand, 

Ly returned to-day from the tomb of the prophet Ezekiel. — Hadil Swylem 

June 16. returned alfo our neceffaries and arrears of money. We delivered the firft 
into the hands of the Aga, appointed by the Ba/ba for our leader and pro- 

June17- — tector.—The ga vifited us this morning, and as fome days before we had 
paid for the hire of 30 mules, we agreed to leave Baghdad to-morrow in the 
afternoon. We fettled things with him relating to our journey, and many 
civilities paffed on each fide. The route of our future journey, as received: 
from Cojee Raphael, is as follows: 


Hours... 


Baghdad to Yainkjah — — — 7. 
Mufabah-Kaun — — — — 7 
Dely-abafs couprie Kaun — — — 6. 
Karatapa — — — — IO 
Afkee-couprte — _ —_ — 6 
Dourcourmatce — — — 9. 
Tawook — — — — , 
Lazatcomatour — — ~_—— — 5. 
Kircoote (a city) — —— — 5 
Alton couprie — —_ — 10 
Yengee Kaun — — — 5 
Arvele (a little city) — — — é 
Zaave, where we pafs a river upon Kellecks, which 

river comes from Perfia, and joins the Tygris. —. 8 
Gawerkoe — — — 5 
Moful, a city, and feat of a Bafha of three tails — 5 
Karamle/s — — — 6 
Flezie — — — — 1O 
Another village, name unknown —_ — 6 
Kirkbook — — — — 10 
Fezira, where is a Beg, an officer of the people 

called Courds. — —. — 10 
Sheatikot — —_— — _— 10 
Falfbebier —_— —— — 6 
Nifabin, an antient place, with bad water, and bad 

air. — — — — 5 
Kazadera — — — —. 7 
Golweka — — — — 6 
Coafhaffar — _—. — — 6 
Me/fkook —_ — — — 7 
Haffranchai — — — 7 
Gawerourhee (Merdin city) —_ —. — 8 a 
Marchrean. —_—_ — — — 8 
Urfa, a large city, a Bafpa of three tails, once an 

Srmenian city. — — ~ 6 

3. Karafecca 
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Karafecca — — — 7 1758. 
Ghopchoplee —— — — 7 _ 
Birjoup, here runs the river Euphrates, which we 

crojs to Alazara oe — — 6 
Sajuera —— — — 5 
Aktareena —_ — — 10 
Aleppo. — — — — 8 

Total — 261 hours, 


CHAP 
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C H A P. IV. 


Occurrences on our journey from Baghdad to Karatapa, Afkee-couprie, Dour- 
courmatce, Kircoote, Arvele, Zaave, Camalifk-Gawerkoe, and Moful, 
with our method of travelling. —Obfervations on the face of the country.— 
Defeription of a Turkifh Mofque. — Account of their priefis; and of a 
Se& calcd Worfoippers of the Devil. — State of Chriftianity in Turky.— 
Tomb of St. Barbara. 


T five this afternoon we left the city of Baghdad, having fent out our 
tents, Takbt Revans, and other luggage before us. We found the 
tents pitched on the eaftern bank of the Zygris, oppofite to a country feat 
of the Rafba, about a mile to the northward of the walls of the city. We 
had the fatisfaétion here to meet with the bifhop and father Frdelle, 
who came to wifh us a good journey, notwithftanding we had mutually 
taken leave of each other in the city. His lordfhip gave us three recom- 
mendatory letters; one to Padre Lanza an Italian miffionary at Moful, a 
fecond for Pere Eugene a French miffionary at Merdin; and the other for 
Monf. Thomas, conful for the French nation at Aleppo. Cojee Raphael came 
alfo and delivered us our contract with the Mulateer. We had thirty 
mules for the following ufes. 


For the two Takbt Revans _ — — 8 
For two Cages for the ufe of fervants. — — 2 
Saddle-mules — — — — 4. 
For baggage — — — — 16 


For each mule we are to give 45 piaftres, and the Mulateer is to carry us 
and our baggage to Aleppo: he is to run all rifks; if any mule dies or be- 
comes lame, he is to get another in its room. He has received goo piaftres, 
the ether 450 are to be paid him at Aleppo. Hie is to find his mules in 
provifions ; and fhould we make him and his people a prefent of a fheep 
and a little rice now and then, it is what they may expe by way of en- 
couragement only, not a matter of demand. 


7 Our 
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Our Sic, or groom, 13 0 have 25 piaftres, to be paid him at Aleppo. 
The Takbt Revan-gee, or conductor, has already been paid 29 Zirmaboobs, 
and on our arrival at Aleppo he is to have 31 more to make up 60 for him- 
felf and his feven men. 


Cojee Raphael now told us, that we muf provide a tent for the .4ga, who 
in general will chufe to live by himfelf, and which will be much more con- 
venient for us. Having given away one of our Jndia made tents to Mr. 
Robingfon at Kerec, and a fecond to Mr. Garden at Baghdad, we commiffioned 
Rapbael to purchafe aaother for our Aga. We continue on this fpot till 
to-morrow evening, in order to recollect whatever may be wanting, and 
to get ourfelves well fupplied before we advance too far. 


We took a walk this morning in one of the Bafba’s gardens, and found 
black and white grapes quite ripe ; mulberries of the European kind, which 
were originally brought from A/o/e/, peaches, nectarines, and apricots, (the 
two firft were not ripe): almonds, apples, and plumbs come to perfection 
here in their proper feafons. The quinces, figs, Pomegranates, and 

s (a fruit not much unlike a very {mall apple, but of a dif- 
ferent {pecies) were not ripe, though mufk-melons and cucumbers were. 
We oblerved alfo a very large fort of fervice-berry, and fome olive 
trees. In the afternoon, feveral Turki/fo and Armenian merchants defired 
leave to go in company with us, which we readily granted. 


Aga Mabomet or Hamet, whom they cail Aetch Aga, carries with him 
orders from Solyman Bajba, tur all governors and captains between this 
place and Aleppo, alfo four recommendatory letters from him to the Baj/bas 
ef Moful, Déarbelsr, Urfa and Aleppo: four others from Abdulla the Kabier 
or prime fecretary, to the four Kebiers of thofe Bafaas. The four letters 
for the Befoas were put into white purfes, thofe for the Kabsers. into red 
ones. Mr. Garden and Cojee Raphael recommended it to us, to prefént the 
wfga with 500 piaftres at parting, fhould he behave properly. They. like- 
wife wifh that the Briti/ conful ac Aleppo would write a letter by the return: 
of the ga to the Bafa of Baghdad, acknowledging his favours to us. 


Had we been merchants inftead ef king’s fervants, we were told, we 
fhould not have met with fuch honours ;. or have been permitted to travel 
in Takbt Revans, or have carried a gilt ball on the top of our tent, none 
but the Bajba himfelf being allowed this laft privilege. While we con- 
tinued on this fpot, the Bafoa difcovered our gilt ball from his Seraglo, 
and immediately enquired whofe it was: upon being told, that it belonged. 
to the tent of the Engh/b travellers, he very obligingly replied, “ Take no 
uotice of it.” As foon as we were informed of his politenefs, we imme- 
diately ordered the ball to be taken down. 


At 
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At feven o'clock inthe evening we ftruck our tents, took leave of our 
worthy friend Mr. Garden, and Cajee Raphael, and at nine got up to Kuk 
Khan’s towers and entrenchments, raifed during his fiege of Baghdad, to 
prevent the garrifon’s receiving any relief from this fide of the country. 
Thefe towers are eleven in number, and now fomewhat decayed; they are 
built of brick, have holes for. mufketry, and ftand at about five hun- 
dred yards from each other. 7 


At half paft two this morning we got to Yainkjab, having pafied over 
fome fields of wheat-ftubble; and in an hour after arrived at another town 
called Dokebalah, where we .continued till the evening. The latitude of 
Dokebalab, by obfervation, is 33° 43’ north. Around both thefe towns 
are plenty of gardens (inclofed with mud-walls) which fupply the city of 
Baghdad with vegetables and fruit. We put up at a clean, mud-built 
houfe, one of the beft the place afforded. Our Aga, who was not under the 
fame roof with us, came and paid us his compliments. He appeared to 
be a fenfible grave man, of few words, yet can hand{fomely exprefs himielf 
on particular occafions. We agreed before we fet off, that he fhould fupply 
himfelf, as well as his.own three horfemen and their cattle with provifions, 
at our .expence; and we now commiffioned him to ferve our Takbt Kevan 
anen with their provifions, being defirous not to have any diiputes with them 


on that fubject. 


At ‘half paft fix in the evening, we mounted our horfes and mules, 
‘but it was almoft feven before we could fet off with our little Caravan. 
‘We took an eaftward courfe for about an hour and half, which brought 
us to a bridge, thrown over one of thofe little rivulets, which run into 
the Tygris. We pafied over the bridge, and then travelled north. Very 
many people were going the road to Baghdad. One party had a Caravan, 
which confifted of 2 or 300 beafts, camels, mules, and affes, loaded with 
{traw-fodder for the Bafba’s ftables. Until half paft ten we marched over 
a dead level country, fave here and there we met with a hill of fand, blown 
together by the wind. We paffed alfo feveral creeks which had {ma!] bridges 
over them; thefe creeks are a kind of artificial rivulets, cut purpolely 
to fupply the adjacent villages with water from the Tygris. This great 
river is now to the left, or the weit of us, and appears fometimes two or 
three miles off, at others not more than half a mile. About eleven 
we came to a large hill, which in this level country might be juftly called 
a mountain; it feemed by moon-light, to extend a great way to the eaft- 
ward. Vo the right of the high road hereabouts, I was informed, there 
are feveral {mall towns, that the land is cultivated around them, and the 
rivulets afore-mentioned ferve them with water. Now I got into one of the 
Takbt Revan's for the firtt time, of whole untoward motion we had re- 
ceived a difagreeable account from our European fervants, but which was 
not {0 bad as to hinder me from taking a hort fleep. 


At 
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At one in the morning we arrived at our fecond: ftage Kaua-Mufabah, 
Jaticude 33° 58’ north, where we pitched our tents, and lay in them: The 
Caravanferab here is old and not kept clean. Our Aga would have procured 
us a houfe in the village if we had chofen it. About:nine o’clock, two par- 
ties with camels and affes came in from Conflantinople, and put up at the 
Caravanferab;, they were accompanied by a few horfemen, who had been 
robbed and wounded to the northward ot Mo/ul. 


f 


The evenings and nights ate pleafantly cool, but the days very hot. We 
get mutton, milk, and grapes. We ate pretty frecly yefterday of the laft, 
but as fome of us had fymptoms of a Diarrbea’s coming on, we denied our- 
felves to-day, and fed on milk. Few of us have any appetite for meat, 
fo that little is ufed. Yelterday we allowed ourfelves qne bottle of Madeira 
wine, and the fame quantity at night. 


At feven o’clock this evening we fet off, and travelled rather eafterly for 
about two hours, when we croficd a pretty good bridge over a creek of 
the Zygris, and then went north; paffed through fome fields of corn-ftubble, 
and about eleven, over a good ftone bridge built acrofs a river called 
(according to the found of the word as pronounced by our country fervants) 
Chiba Harpfie, which they tell us, rifes in Perfia, and falls into the Tygris. 
Ata quarter of a mile diftance to the mght of this river, is a handfome 
new Kaun or Caravanferah, and the ruins of an old one. It is called 
Soubab-Kaun, or Chibach Couprie, that is, Chrbach Bridge. The Aga obferv- 
ing that we were defirous of feeing every thing that was remarkable, pro- 
pofed riding up to it, which we did. 


The late Bufba Hamet performed a very gallant a€tion near this fpot, 
killing with his lance a lion which for three years had been the terror of 
the whole neighbourhood: they fay, that his horfe in its violent exertions 
on the occafion, burft afunder, he then mounted a mare, which as fome 
relate, kicked the lyonon the head, and ftunned him; by this lucky circum- 
ftance the Bafba had an opportunity of plunging his lance into his belly, 
and laying him dead at his feet. 


At three this morning, we paffed over another {tone bridge of two arches, 
after travelling eight hours, and pitched our tents by the Caravanferah of 
Dely-abafs-couprie, which by an obfervation taken by Mr. Doidge, lies in 
Jatitude 34° 10 north. This Kaun is but a forry one; we got to it a 
little after three in the morning, but found other travellers in poffeffion. 


June on. 
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We again repofed under our tents, having experienced this day and yefter-_ 


day, to be violently hot; the hotteft indeed I had ever felt, and to me 
almoft infupportable, taking away the appetite, and producing an exceffive 
thirft: my fellow travellers however could ‘eat a bit of mutton, and lup a 


little broth, which is more than I can attempt. 
Ror At 
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At fome diftance tp the river is a village, from whence we got good 
milk, but no fruit. In our journey for the two laft flages, we obferved 
locufts in great abundance; the foil was well cultivated and fertile, by means 
of the river-water being let in. We paffed many travellers, among others, 
the prefent Bafa of Kirceote, who for fome mifdemeanour had fallen under 
the Grand Seignior’s dilplealure. He is going to Baghdad to get Solyman 
Bafba to intercede for him. 


At feven in the evening, we mounted again, with our arms; it being 
thought expedient to be well on our guard, until we have pafled fome 
mountains in fight, called Ku/cadawrie, often infefted by robbers. Now 
we drew lots, and fettled our turns in the Takht Revans; and as Meffieurs 
Pye and Pigot, the two lichteft men, ride together in one, we are alternately, 
on and off our horfes or mules, every two hours. The motion of thefe 
vehicles is uneafy ; yet, not to fo great a degree as to prevent wearied 
travellers from getting a little fleep, which, though broken and interrupted, 
we find to be of great benefit. 


The heat of this day has been beyond meafure fatieuing. I intended to 
have proceeded to, and pafled over the mountains on horie-back with my 
arms; but foon became fo faint and weak, as to be obliged to difmount, 
and betake myfelf to the Takht Revan, ’ull nine o’clock, when I remounted 
at the foot of the hills with fome degree of fpirits, and fo travelled on till 
eleven, amidft romantic, craggy, flinty rocks, formed very advanrapeoufly 
for giving a few robbers an opportunity of attacking a oxeat number of 
paflengers: but fortunately none prefented themfelves. At twelve we 
got on the other fide of the hills, into a well cultivated valley, where 
were corn-ftubbles. This vale is flooded at the difcretion of the 
farmer, by a little river which we pafied over, called Narin, whole 
water 1s very brackifh, owing to the falt petre, with which the {foil 
abounds. 


About two in the morning, as we marched on, we difcovered a fmall 
village to the left, inhabited by the hufbandmen of the arable lands; we 
diftinguifhed it by the lights, and barking of dogs. At four, we got near the 
town Karatapa, lying, by Mr. Dordge’s obfervation, in 34° 30 N. latitude ;. 
but our mulateers miftaking the road, it was half paft five before we reached 
it. The Aga advanced before, and at our entrance met us, enquiring whe- 
ther it was our pleafure to pitch our tents, or put up in an houfe: we 
chofe the latter, and were fhewn to the chief’s, wherein were prepared two 
or three well fwept apartments, with carpets and cufhians laid on the ground. 
This 1s a good looking Turki/> country town, buile with mud; it ftands on 
an eminence, and the ftreets are broader than any J have feen in Turky. 
The inhabitants were more {warthy than thofe of Baghdad, owing, probably 
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to their working in the fields and gardens; here are many gardens, and yet 
we can get no fruit. 


In this town of Karatapa are hundreds of Storks ; you fee them almoft 
on every houfe, in every garden, and on the walls and trees. They feem 
to think themfelves in great fecurity, are in no kind of fear at the fight or 
approach of manor beaft. They had three or more young ones in their 
nefts. The old birds make a very odd noife with their beaks, not unlike 
that of the Negrees mufical finger-cracker. When this is doing, the 
head is turned backward, and the upper bill placed on the rump, while 
the under is fet into the quickeft motion, and made to aét upon the 
other: this bird’s beak is eight or nine inches in length like that of the 
Pelican, and @ the fame fhape; there is alfo a {mall red bag hanging at 
the throat. 


The houfe we refide in belongs to the Sheick of the village, who cleared 
it of his women, and had it cleaned on our account. The walls are very 
thick, whereby the heat is much lefs diftreffing than in the two preceding 
days. ‘The water here would have been good, had it been firft fined, but 
this our fervants carelefly neglected: we find by experience, that half an 
ounce of the powder of Alum, thrown into 12 or 14 gallons of muddy water, 
will in an hour and half make it perfectly clear; learning this before we 
left Baffora, we there fupphied ourfelves with a fufficiency of Alum for thefe 
ufes. Wefound no inconvenience from the Alum, and I am inclined to 
think that it 1s not only an excellent purifier of thick muddy water, but thar 
in hot climates, it cools the body and braces up the relaxed fibres. 


At fix this evening, the weather was cloudy, which we very feldom had 
an opportunity of noting before; the air fince we left Baffora, has been very 
dry, afew nights on the Euphrates excepted. The primings to our fire- 
Jocks and piftols were never damp. Our Aga here acquainted us, that he 
thought it proper to take with us the armed men of the place, and if we 
approved of it, he would {peak to the Commandant to be ready to march. 
(By virtue of his order from the Ba/ba he could command this; neverthelcis 
a pecuniary fatisfaction from us will be expected). We coniented, and at 
feven fet out with our guard confifting of an officer and 12 horfemen equip- 
ped with piftols and lances. 


On our left were the ruins of fome houfes; and at a quarter after feven 3 
Chocarda who rode poft, paffed us, accompanied with two horfemen fervants ; 
they were from Mo/ul going to Baghdad, and their news was, that the 
Bafa from Aleppo was expected at Mo/ul next Monday, and that two Caravans 
were ftill detained there. At half paft eight, there fell a fhower of large 
drops of rain; a fhort but acceptable refrefhment to fuch thirfty, panting 


wretches as we are. 
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At twelve we croffed another river (which they called like the laft, Narin} 
on a little paltry bridge. All this night we travelled over a hilly, ftony, 
uncultivated country, until about half a mile before we reached Akee-couprie, 
to which place we got at half paft two in the morning. Here we found 
the Sheick’s houfe ready to receive us, the ga having advanced before for 
that purpofe. | 


This village lies by obfervation in 34° 50° north latitude; is built on an 
hill, bath rivulets running by it, the water of which is very clear and good: 
We could get no. fruit here unlefs the Booderry, but were told, that at the 
next ftage we fhall get fruit, as well as wine ; both will be very acceptable. 
The want of the firft we judge to have been the caufe of our being all pain- 
fully conftipated ; and the itock of wines laid in at Calcutta and Bombay, is ex 
pended or deflroyed to about three dozen of bottles. Our 4ga indeed puts us 
to no expence for wine or ftrong liquors; he drinks only coffee, fherbet and 
water: a man every way different from our Baffora Chocarda. Twenty 
Piaftres were given to the Commandant tor himfelf and the troop which 
efcorted us hither; and as the Caravan for Moful had been lately rob- 
bed between this fpot and Krrcoote, the Aga recommended our taking: 
another guard; he behaves with great care and modefty, and affured us, 
in a very pleafing manner, that his only ftudy is that of our eafe and 
fafety. We hope he isa Zark of honour, and fo fubmit ourfelves to his 
difcretion. 


We faw this morning in the air, a prodigious quantity of very fmal] bats, 
and about noon we oblerved thoulands of them clinging to the rafters of our 
houfe. We {pent this day comfortably, compared with fome that were patft, 
chiefly owing to our being in a houfe. Our tents are made of canvas, well 
painted, lined with chintz, and have allo a marquis; bur a painted tent 
hike our’s, is better calculated to refift the rain than the heat; and could we 
have forelfeen that we fhould have come a road, where we hitherto have 
found plenty of water, a common canvas tent would have better anfwered 
our end; as in the heat of the day, we might have kepr it conflantly wetted. 
with water, which is altogether impracticable with thoie we now have. The 
wind blows generally frefh, but fo loaded with burning, particles of fand, 
that we find it more for our refrefhment to.follow the Haff India cultom of 
fhutting it out, than admitting it to us. 


A little before fun-fet, we began to march; our little Caravan is now 
increafed, fevera] travellers going our way having joined us for protection. 
Jt confifts of our own three horfes, and twenty five mules, there ought to 
have been thirty; in excufe for the deficiency, the mulateer pretends that 
although we agreed for eight mules to our two Takbt Revans, and two ta 
our Cages, yet from cuftom, there fhould be but four for the firft, and one 
for the laft, and that Cojee Raphael knew of this cuftom, amd agreed to 
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the obferving it: we Have now no remedy, unlefs at Aleppo. To our Cara- 
van, mult be added our Aga’s, and his three fervants hortes, eight horfe- 
guards, and near 30 mules or affes. The moon not rifing till late, the 
Yakbt Revans were preceded by two great lights, placed in iron ftoves, and 
carried by Turkih fervants. 

All this night, we travelled a W. N. W. courfe, having, not far to our 
right, a chain of high, rocky mountains, which are called Courmaratida, 
among which are ruins of ancient fortreffes, but now without inhabitants; 
and on the top of three or four of the mountains are tome decayed tur- 
rets built by Kuét Kban. Thefe mountains ftand about N. W. and 
S. I. they continued near to us without any break, mill three in the 
morning, when, we arrived in the neighbourhood ot Douzcourmatee. Here 
the mountains ceafe for a while, and a valley begins, through which run 
many little rivers; we paffed over five or fix by bridges of one and two 
arches. To within a quarter of a mile of this town, the whole night’s 
journey was barren and uncultivated, when we came upon fome corn- 
ftubble, in which were abundance of Locufis: many thoulands of them 
muft be deftroyed by the trampling of our cattle; but their numbers not- 
withftanding, fall vaftly fhort of what I faw in Madaga/car, where the air 
hath been fo full of them, that a man could not be diftineuifhed at the 
diftance of a hundred yards. | 


Douzcourmatee 1s compofed of good mud houfes, the gooey are well 
walled, and yield dates, api‘cots, apples and grapes, the latter not 
ripe. The feverity of the laft winter had fpoiled many of the vines, but 
we were told, that commonly, good wine is to be found in this place, 
The ga, as ufual, went before, and got a room ready tor our reception. 
We procured fome good milk, a lamb, very fine apples, and cucum- 
bers. Laft night the wind was high, and moit difagrecably hot and dry- 
ing; I fpoke to our hoft of the juffocating effe& which I experienced 
from is and he told me to confider it as a “{hort and flight vific of the 
Samiel, 


This morning, we chferved many women of the villase very br'y in 
fupplying their familtes with water trom the running ftreans, at the toot 
of the hills, in earthen pitchers. Two men of confiderabl: coniequence, 
vifited us; the governor of the place and country adjwent, was one 
of them, and who is a near relation of the Ba/ha of Dia: bekir, a handiome 
man of thirty years of age; the other was the Commandant of a thoufand of 
Bajka Solyman’s forces, which are maintained here. Our dea confulted them 
on the ftate of the country we are to pafs through the folowing night, and 
Jearned that it is not altogether peaceable, for very lately a courier of the 
Bafba of Baghdad ac companied with fix or eight other hortenea, had been at- 
tacked by tome Arabs; we therefore refolved to take 15 foot foldi ers, and that 
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the Sheick who lives at fome diftance in our road, fhould join us with 14 Arats, 
who would be of more fervice to us than a greater number of any other 
kind, as 4rabs do not ufually fight with Arads ; but this order is difcretional, 
and left to the Sheick to decline executing, provided he fhall be convinced 
that the road is not infefted. 


We fet off at feven in the evening as ufual, and without any moleftation 
got to Tawook, in 35° 10 north latitude, about half paft two in the morn- 
ing, having had for two thirds of the way, mountains at a fmall diftance 
on our right, but for the laft part of our journey, they were farther from 
us, inclining more to the eaftward of the north: when we were only about 
a mile from the village they were almoft out of fight, and a plain, or ex- 
renfive vale fucceeded, through which paffed many a rivulet of good water; 
over one of them was a water-mill at work. 


This village is but a forry one, feated on a hill; we got to it over a very 
{tony road: the adjacent country was rude and barren, af we except a very 
few ftubble acres. The inhabitants of Zawook breed filk-worms, and 
weave a filk, which they fend for fale to the merchants of Baghdad, and 
other towns. 


We were not fo well off here for lodgings, as of late, yet thofe we have 
are much lefs difagreeable than a tent, and are the beft the place affords: 
they belonged to a private man whofe wives were obliged to move our; we 
faw them in the yard, nor did they feem to take much pains to conceal 
their faces. But this was not the firft country village fince we left Bagh- 
dad, where we noticed the women to be little fcrupulous in this re. 
{pect. Two or three females are our fellow-travellers; they ride aftride 
their mules, but with the black horie-hair covering over their faces; and 
as the cuftom of the country forbids us even to look at, much lefs to 
{peak to them, we remain entire ftrangers to each other, nor can we 
gratify our inclinations by complimenting them in any refpect whatever. 
Mr. Shaw, who has refided many years among the people of Turky, 
affured me, it was not only the higheft affront you could poffibly thew 
a Jurk to enquire for the health of the female part of his family, bur 


that it was efteemed very rude even to mention the name of any of the 


fair fex. 


The laft night was very pleafant, the air cool and ferene, which, thank 
God, continues even now, though twelve at noon. Five Tarks with high 
caps on their heads, and armed, paffled us juft now on horfeback, and 
alfo a fmall caravan with about 12 camels and 20 affes loaded with 
tobacco, which probably was under the protection of thefe high cap 
gentlemen. 


With 
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With the fame fell6w-travellers as yefterday, and about fifteen foot {ol- 
_ diers taken from hence, we began our march at feven in the evening, and 
continued advancing over barren ground for the village Tazalcomatoor, 
until we yot oppofice to it. We then ftruck off to the right, travelling 
more north, dire€tly for Kircoote, taking care not to touch at the firft men- 
tioned village. By this conduct, they fay, we fave a two hour’s journey. 
Until we got within four or five miles of Kircoote, we paffed nothing but 
uncultivated ftony lands; but then all was arable to the city, and for fome 
miles around was a fine plain. 


We reached Kércoote, which lies in 35° 30 of north latitude, at four 
in the morning, and paffed by the town and citadel to a houfe which 
had been provided for us, ata little diftance from the town. The fort js 
of an oblong figure, fituated on a high artificial mount, which in the rainy 
feafon is by the run of waters from the neighbouring mountains, made an 
ifland. About fifteen years ago, Nadir Shab took it utter a fiege of 24 days: 
an old Zurki/H gentleman of the place informed me, that the citadel was 
defended by the inhabitants unaflifted by the foldiery ; about 5000 were in 
arms, nor did they furrender but on honourable terms; their properties were 
fecured to them, only a grant of provifions for the Perfian army was agreed 
to. Kuli Khan conformed himfelf to the letter of the capitulation, till he 
returned from his unfuccefsful expedition againft Moful, and no longer ; for 
he then levied heavy contributions, and on the approach of the Turkifh 
army, retired, taking with him as much money as he could get from the 
inhabitants, as well as goods and effects for the ule of his army. A little 
to the fouthward of the town he ftored a magazine with corn and other pro- 
vifions ; thefe, he could not conveniently take away, nor would he deftroy 
them, but left them to fall into the hands of his enemy. During the fiege 
of the citadel, near 500 of the defenders were killed, and the people 
in general were very much fatigued and diftreffed. To the eaftward 
of the city mount, is the tomb of the Turkif) Bafba Hoffein, who was 
wounded in the battle of Derbent by a mufket ball from Nadir Shab’s 
army, and then put to death by the fabre of a mercilefs Perfran foldier, 
for which difhonourable and inhuman at, the Sha ordered him im- 
mediately to be executed, and fent the body of the Bafbu hither co be 
honourably interred ; this incident happened a ihort time before the cape 
ture of Kzrcocte. 


The inhabitants in general, are maintained by agriculture, the lands here- 
abouts being very fertile; large quantities of corn are fent from hence to 
foreign markets: the mechanics, fuch as taylors, fhoemakers, &c. live as 
in other places, by their induftry. But there is no manufacture carried on 
here of any coniequence. 


We were fupplied with pretty good mutton, eggs, grapes, apples, cu- 
cumbers, figs, fugar-candy and bread. ie 
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_The houfe to which we were conducted was at the diftance of a quarter 
of a mile from the town; it had a pretty garden, with a neat pond, grafs plats, 
rofe trees and running ftreams, whofe banks were agreeably fhaded by the 
willow. This {pot belongs to the chief of the Mabometan priefts, our Ava 
had rode on before, and obtained permiffion of the governor and prieft tor 
our admittance. We made a fhort repait, and about five, threw ourfelves 
down on our cots. At nine in the morning, the governor, the Muffalem or 
captain of the fort, and commanding Fanizary, with two or-three of the prin- 
cipal officers, came to vilit us; as we were not rifen, they ftayed fome litcle 
time with the prieft, and our ga, and then went away leaving their com- 
pliments. The real governor of Kircoote is a Bafba ot two tails, who at 
prefent was in difgrace, as juft obferved; the gentleman who a¢ted in 
his abfence 1s only pro ¢empore. 


At four in the afternoon, Mr. Doidge and I returned the vifit, accom- 
panied by the /ga, an interpreter, and two other fervants. We were re- 
ceived with high marks of refpect ; ftools with cufhions both for our feats, 
and feet, were placed on the right-hand fide of the governor. The gover- 
nor received us after the common cuftom in Zurky, fitting on his carpet, 
but politely bending his body, and bringing his hand up to his breaft; -and 
after we were feated, he paft fome handiome compliments, and gave us an 
invitation to tarry four or five days for our refrefhment, affuring us that 
after having entertained us in the beft manner in his power, he would take 
care that at our departure, we fhould be very well efcorted. We excufed 
ourfelves from tarrying, but thanked him for his polite offer. On his left 
hand, fat eight or ten of the principal Turks of the place; moft of them were 
very perfcnable, as indeed the Turks in general are, both as to ftature and 
comelineis, adorned with full, large, piercing black eyes, and arched 
eye-brows. Curiofity had brought about the court-yard where we were en- 
tertained, a great number of fpectators, who had never before feen an Ex- 
ropean habit. We enquired among other things, concerning the prefent 
{late of affairs in Perfia, but could not find that they had any late accounts. 
It was obferved during the converfation, that unhappy kingdom had noe 
only been made miferable for many years paft through the fword, but by 
the plague ; which occafioned me to fay that thefe two were the greateft of 
human curfes; on which the governor gravely replied, “‘ they are not of Man, 
but of God.” 


In the evening, our party, in company with three or four priefts, fpent 
an hour or two onthe fide of the pond, into which continually flowed feveral 
pleafant rivulets. The Chief Prief, who feemed to have an haughty fpirit, 
informed me, that within the fort was preferved the tombrof the Chriftian 
St. Dennis, buried here at the time when Chrifians had poffeffions in this 
country. No fooner had he concluded, than, very abruptly, he by the in- 
terpreter, put to me the following queftion: ** Since we Mu/fulmen have in 
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“ the higheft regard all the Prophets, whomi Chriftians revere; and fince we 
“* even greatly honour and refpect the name of ‘fefus Chrift, how comes it 
** that you Chriftians, pay no regard at all to our Prophet ?” Defirous of 
avoiding to enter on what I efteemed a dangerous fubject, I faid, « That as 
“* we were not priefts, but men whofe bufinefs was to ferve their King and 
** country by fea, fuch religious matters did not naturally fall under our 
‘* confideration.” This anfwer did not prove fatisfactory, for the prieft re- 
peated the queftion with an uncommon earneftnefs ; to which I anf{wered, 
‘© That there were not wanting among Chriftians, men, who paid fome at- 
** tention to the memory of Mahomet, on account of the charitable maxims 
‘* he inculcated ; and the temperance and fobriety which he fo ftrictly en- 
** joined his followers.” He muttered to himfelf, but faid no more. I 
afterwards bathed in the prieft’s rivulet, under the fhade of the willows ; 
which brought to my remembrance, the fatisfaction I had formerly enjoyed 
of the fame kind in the pleafant ftream of the Avon. 


The Aga judged it proper to reft this day here, both for the relief of 
men and beaits: the heat to-day and yefterday, though great, hath yet been 
tolerable; the mights are agreeably cool, and have continued fo during 
our whole journey. Agreeable to advice given us before we entered Turky, 
we all decline having the leaft pretence to phyfical-or chirurgical knowledee ; 
for otherwife, our lodgings from morning to night would be crowded with 
patients: as it is, there are many who apply to us and afk queftions, but 
we do not forget to let them know, we fpeak from hearfay only. 


Storks are here in abundance. We have heard no finging birds, except the 
Jark, fince we left the Lupbraies. Yeiterday, for the firft time fince [I lef 
England, \ faw a magpye. We find here a troublefome biting gnat, or 
Mujfcheto, different from al] others, in that it makes no buzzing noile upon 
its approach. 


At fix in the evening we mounted our beafts, accompanied by the Adu/- 
felemand our Aga, we fet out earlier than ufual, in order to fee the fort ; three 
or 400 boys followed us, who were very rude, and proceeded even to throw 
{tones at us, which behaviour gave the ga and Mujfelem a great cal of 
vexation. We afcended the hul on horfe-back, and fo entered the citadel; 
rode through a Bazar, and feveral narrow ftreets. The length of the fort 
was about 250 yards, breadth 120; the hill it is upon, together with the 
wall, is about 80 feet high: a work of great labour, confifting of earth and 
Small {tones well rammed. We faw no cannon, nor any regular baftions , 
the ftrength of the place depends on its firuaticn, and capability of being 
defended with ftones and mufketry. Many common trades are carried on 
by the inhabitants within the fort. We faw feveral of their women, whote 
curiofity had led them to the tops of their houfes to view the Franks. We were 
conducted to a Mofgue with a Minaret, and there were defired to difmount ; 
which we did, following the example of our Aga; we were then bade . 
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pull off our boots, before we entered che church to fee the tomb of SA 
Dennis: as we had received no intimation that any fuch honour as feeing a 
Mofque was intended us, and not knowing that Cbrifftans were ever per- 
mitted to enter, we hefitated, and ordered it to be intimated to the Cakpb 
who was there, that we had always underftood that none but thofe of the 
Mahometan faith were allowed to go into their churches, and that our 
curiofity was fufficiently fatisfied, defiring that we might do nothing irre- 
gular. He replied, it was true that Cériftians, inhabitants of the country, 
were not allowed to enter, but as we were travelling gentlemen, and 
Chriftian Saints were depofited here, they wifhed to oblige us, and provided 
we left our boots without, there was nothing that hindred our admiffion. 
We ftill doubted of the propriety of the ftep, and were the more uneafy 
about it by an incident which had happened between Mr. Pigot and the 
Chief Prie#. On this critical occafion we looked round, but could not for the 
crowd difcover our 4ga; we then made the interpreter call aloud for him, 
and agreed he fhould be afked, if there was nothing improper in the thing 
propofed, and whether we ran any rifk in complying: he, with great feriouf- 
nefs {poke to the prieft and Muffelem, and after receiving their anfwers, he told 
us, “ No.” We then defired that he himfelf fhould fhew us the way; 
accordingly he pulled off his boots, and entered the Mo/que; we did the 
fame, and found it a neat little building without painting, or other orna- 
ments: it had a fmall pulpit fomewhat raifed, and two tombs railed round, 
in which they told us were the remains of two ancient holy Chriftians ; 
one of them they called Saint Dennis, the other we could not make out, 
they faid either Hofea or Tfaiab. I afked, if they were fure it was not the 
tomb of a Few inftead of a Chriftian? Was an{wered, no Few, but a Chri/- 
sian. Within the railing were the coffins of the dead, but as thefe were 
covered, our curiofity carried us no farther. The prieft of the Mo/gue 
{prinkled us with rofe-water, and threw fome on our handkerchiefs; and 
then we withdrew to the porch, where he afked us for a prefent, which we 
ordered our fervant to give him. We put on our boots, mounted our 
horfes, and rode out of the fort to follow the Caravan, which had already 
began its march. 


We had great reafon to believe, that the prieft had fixed his eye upon Mr. 
Pigot, a handfome youth of about twenty, to make a convert of him; for he 
took feveral occafions to go to him, whilft he lay on his cot in a fhady retreat, 
and endeavoured this very afternoon to make him repeat after him fome 
Jurkifb fentences, which Mr. Pigot, unfuipicious of danger, attempted to do: 
the prieft took him by the hand, and directed him to ffand (as Mr. Pigot 
underftood rather by his motions than words) inftead of continuing to lie at 
length on his cot: Francifco, one of our country fervants, a Maronite Chrif- 
tian, and born at Aleppo, paffing by and hearing him repeat the words ““A/lab 
2 Allab, Mubamed refoul Allab,” which fignified, a declaration of the exif- 
tence of one God, and of Mahomet being his true Prophet, called to Mr. Pigor, 
and defired him not to repeat them: he then ran to me, defiring with tears in 
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his eyes, that I would enjoin the young gentleman not to fuffer himfelf any 
more to be thus exercifed, for the prieft was attempting to convert him to 
Mabhometanifm, adding, he knew an inftance of it at Smyrna, where an 
unwary perion having been taught the like words, the meaning of which 
he did not underftand, and enticed to repeat them before proper witnefies, 
found himfelf under a neceffity of undergoing the other ceremonies, as ablu- 
tion, circumcifion, &c. which are always the appendages of converfion. This 
fervant fince affured me, that the Chief Prie/t did then and often afterwards 
highly abufe him for having intermeddled ; adding, that he was now grown 
old, muft die foon, and would go to hell, unlefs he embraced the true 
faith. On our leaving the prieft’s houfe, we defired his acceptance of fome 
raw coffee, and half a dozen of china coffee-cups which our ./ga had 
recommended as the moft agreeable prefent we could make. We fent it 
by Francifco, with our thanks for his civilities; he received it with a con- 
fequential air, but thanked us, and with a high founding voice, faid, ** He 
hoped before long we fhould all become true Muffulmen.” 


We took with us from Kircoote 15 armed men, and travelled over a 
tract, rocky, and perfectly barren, till after four o’clock in the morning, 
when we met with fome ground which had here and there a cultivated fpot. 
At half paft four, we rode by a miferably looking village on our left; 
it extended to a new bridge of one high arch, which was of fo difficult an 
afcent, that we judged it fafeft to difmount. This bridge was built at 
the expence of the reigning Bafha of Baghdad, the old one being in ruins ; 
two arches of it ftill remain at a little diftance from the new bridge, which 
is about 45 feet high, and very narrrow. Having paffed a little river by 
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this bridge, we came to a {mall town called Alton-Couprie. The river hath Arron- 
its fource in the high Courdiftan mountains, which we now faw to the right ©ourRrE. 


before us, whofe tops are partly covered with fnow, and empties itfelf 
into the Tygris. The old bridge here, they tell us was buile by the ancient 
Chriftians, to whom the town Praietly belonged. The river abounds with 
fith, and we got fome fine carp; there are fome we were told which weigh 200 
pounds. 


_ We pitched our tents on an eminence, fomewhat to the northward of 
the town, and for want of a houfe, continued in them the whole day. 
Here I again experienced the weather to be unfpeakably hot and diftreffing. 
We have to rejoice however that our good fortune brought us this way, 
and did not fuffer us to go by that of the Great Defert. Dreadful is the heat 
even here! but how much more muft it have been in the other road, 
where we fhould ever have been in want of a houfe and vegetables, and 
never have had a plenty of water. In our way hither, we faw a large ftone 
bomb-fhell, which our guard told us was one of Kui Kban’s, we met alfo 
a little Caravan, four days from Mo/ful: they confirmed the account we 
before received of the Ba/ba’s being expected there in four or five days, and 


that the two great Caravans waited for an efcort. " 
{2 ) 
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To-day we got a fine water-melon, and two or three ordinary mufk- 
melons. This town has not any manufacture, the people live by what they 
get from paffengers who go through it, and by the produce of their agri- 
culture. The country in general is hilly, not to fpeak of the before- 
mentioned Courdiftan mountains, which appear to me torun about N. N. W. 
and S.S.E. Thefe, and the Sanjack mountains oppofite to them, are the 
retreating places of the common robbers of the country, who always attack 
fuch parties of travellers, as they think are unable to refift them. Here 
are many ftorks; thefe birds feaft on flugs, worms, &@c. which they find 
in the corn-fields, and fometimes on ferpents; at leaft we were credibly 
informed fo. : : 


At the common hour, (feven in the evening) we decamped from Alton- 
Couprie, and took with us 30 foot foldiers. We travelled the whole 
night in a pleafant, cool air, and without the leaft moleftation; our guard, 
according to their ufual cultom, firing now and then a mufket, in ferrorem. 
The country, like what we have fo long travelled over, is ftony and uncul- 
tivated, affording only wild fhrubs and thiftles, of the Jaft there are great 
quantities, and a vaft variety, from the fize of a middling artichoke to 
that of the fmalleft rofe-bud. At one in the morning, we got to Yengee 
Kaun, which is a good building, ftanding by itlelfy and well adapted for 
the reception of travellers. Here our Zakbt Revan-gee and Mocab or head 
mulateer would have put up, but were oppofed by us and the Aga: they 
pleaded that both men and beafts were tired, and that we were at too. 
great diftance to think of proceeding to Arvele. The debate continued for 
fome time, till at length we prevailed; and purfuing our journey through 
the fame kind of country, without any. thing remarkable happening, we 
came in fight of the high fort of Arvele about five in the morning *. 


This fort is built lke that at Kzrcoote on ahigh artificial mount, of difficult 
accefs, and its form is circular. The prefent village is but a trifling one; 
that a larger town once ftood here is manifeft in. a. very ftriking manner 
by the great extent of the old burial-ground, and by fome ruins which are 
{till vifible. J take the fort to be half as large again, and the hill perhaps 
20 feet higher than.that of Kircoote. It was attacked and taken by Nadir 
Shab after a fiege of five or fix days. The village ftands at the foot of 
the tort, towards the fouth-weft. 


Before fix we arrived at Arvele Kaun, at which, although a poor one, 
we put up, as being a better defence from the fun than our tents. We got 


* Arvele, probably the remains of the ancient 4rée/a. Hither Darius, after the battle of 
Gaugameba, retreated at midnight from the victorious Alexander of Macedon. He did not itay 
here long, but fat out for Med:a, in order to recruit his army. Soon after his departure Alex. 
ander atrived at Arlela, which city furrendered to him, and init he found a great quantity 
of furniture and equipage belonging to the crown, and 4000 talents, and all the riches of his 
army, which Darius had left there before the engagement. GuTurie’s Hiflcry of the World. 
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here good bread, eggs, milk, a lamb, and fome red apples—-The Perfian 
mountains continue in fight; the Turkifb country is yet hilly. 


At eight in the evening, we left rvele with 30 foldiers, and continued a 
weit-courfe almoft all night, the ground affording wild fhrubs only ; amongtt 
which there was abundance of the wild marjoram in bloom, and the beau- 
tiful fowering oleanders. At half paft four we faw a hare, and foon after 
got to a river called Zarp, which we pafied on Kellecks*. We had but 
a little way to walk on the other fide, before we arrived at a comfortable 
clean houfe, near a town called Zaave, in which we continued the whole day ; 
and there heard by an 4ga from Mo/ful, of the new Bajha’s arrival, and that 
ae Caravan would fet out next Lhurfday, with 40 flags, or about 1000 
foldiers. 


Our Aga had fome trouble here to make the captain of the foldiery 
attend us with a guard to Moful. He at farft abfolutely refufed, and even 
when he feemed to confent, he made fuch an exorbitant demand for his at- 
tendance, that our leader could not comply with it, but pofitively told him, 
that if he perfifted in his conduét, he would immediately difpatch a mel- 
fenger to Baj/ba Solyman, and wait either here, or at Moful, for his antwer ; 
affuring him moreover that he would oblige him to give his refufal under 
his hand. The captain was greatly alarmed at this, and after fome reflec- 
tion, agreed to go with us, on the promife of 25 Prafires for himfelf and 
12 men accowtred with lances and piftois. This captain is fufpected of 
being privately concerned wich the robbers iu the neighbouring mountains, 
and that either for his aétual affiftance, or certain connivances, he fhares 


with them in all the plunder they get between this place and Mo/ui: but 


this my informer faid, was no wonder, fince this very man and all the in- 
habitants of the village, pay adoration to the Devil. 


I did not give credit to this report at firft, but afterwards was affured by 
Padre Lanza a miffionary at Mo/u/, that it was very true, and that there 
are many more of the fame religion in this country. The Samjacks in par- 
ticular are of the number. Thefe people once protefied Chrifianity, then 
Mahometanifm, and \att of all Devili/fm. Yet even now, according to the Padre, 
they will in their greateft diftreffes, call out %efus, Fefus! ‘Vhefe people 
fay, “tis true that the Devil has at prefent a quarrel with God; but the time 
will come when the pride of his heart being fubdued, he will make his 
fubmiffion to the Almighty.,; and as the Deity cannot be implacable, the 
Devil will receive a full pardon for all his paft tranfgreffions, and he, and 
all thofe who paid him attention during his difgrace, will be admitted into 
the bleffed manfions. This is the foundation of their hope ; and this chance 
for heaven they efteem to be a better one, than that of trufting to their 


* Kellecks are made of fheep or goat-fkins blown up; upon thefe, large fticks are laid acrofs, 
which make a fort of deck ; they are moved along by two men with paddles. 
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own merits, or the merits of the leader of any other religion whatfoever. 
The perfon of the Devil they look on as facred ; and when they affirm any 
thing*folemnly, they do it by his name. All difrefpectful expreffions of 
him, they would punifh with death, did not the Turki power Tae 
them. To fhoe a horfe, in their language, is expreffed by aword that has 
a double meaning, and may imply a malediction of the Devil. This ex- 
preffion therefore they religioufly avoid, and have conftitured another for 
the purpofe. Whenever they {peak of him, it 1s with the utmoft refpect ; 
and they always put before his name a certain title, correfponding to that 
of his Highnefs, or Lord. 


At twelve at night we refumed our march, and travelling over the fame 
fort of country as of late, with nearly a weft courle, we pafled about 
three in the morning a fmall river, which takes its rife allo ainonett the 
Perfiah mountains, and falls into the Tygris. About five o’clock we got 
to a poor town, inhabited by Chriftians, called Camalifk Gawerkoe, which, 
I was told, means Chriftian Gawerkoe. The chief of it intormed me, that 
it was once acity, the feat of a Chaldean bifhop, and larger than Moful is 
at prefent, but that it fuffered great periecution, and was almoft entirely 
deftroyed when Mabometanifm firft took place in this part of the world. 


The town has now only about thirty families, defcendants of the original 
poffeffors. Thefe, with the other Cbrifiians within the Grand Seignior’s do- 
minions, are permitted to live in peace, and to enjoy their religion on con- 
dition that they pay extraordinary taxes, and do not attempt to make pro- 
felites among the Muffulmen, a breach of the law in this refpect, being 
always punifhed with death. Not a miffionary or Chriftian dares to write 
or fpeak to a Turk about religion. Of what utility then can the miffion- 
aries of the church of Rome be in Turky, in propagating the Chri/tian faith, 
unlefs we can fuppofe that they are fond of embracing martyrdom? And 
it is afferted, that not a fingle inftance can be produced of the converfion of 
a Mabometan to any other religion, fince the commencement of the Hegira. 


The inhabitants fubfift by the profits of agriculture, and a fmall 
manufaéture of coarfe linen cloth. They have a church, and four minifters 
or Papas, who are allowed to marry; they live upon the voluntary contri- 
butions of their flock, and are appointed to their offices by the Chaldean Pa- 
triarch. Clofe by the town, are the remains of an artificial mount, whereon 
once ftood a citadel ; and within the town, a fragment or two of a large 
church yet ftand: heaps of rubbifh are to be feen all around the village, 
as well as upon the hill. The prefent inhabitants (as we are informed) 
{peak the original Chaldean language, as well as the Turkifp and Arabian. 


At a little diftance from the town, they fhew you the tomb of St. Bar- 
bara, who, according to the Pepas account, died a martyr by the hand of 
her own father, a Pagan, becaute fhe perfifted to believe in Fefus Chrift. 
They tell you, that the father’s {word fell to pieces in his hand at the frft 
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attempt on his daughter’s life,- that he then burnt her with red-hot 
pincers, and at laft cut her into pieces. They likewife tell you, that Str. 


Thomas preached the gofpel both at Nineveb, and at this place, in his way 
to the Haft Indies. ° : 


The air this morning was rather fharp, aad not fo ferene as ufual. In 
the evening, our hoft, who is the head-man of the village, Jed us to the 
tomb of St. Barbara, which had been alfo her prifon. It is placed at the 
foot of the hill, whereon had ftood the citadel, and the King’s palace. Her 
father, as our conductor told us, was prime-minifter to the King, and made 
ufe of the royal authority, as well as his own, to bring his daughter back 
from Chriftianity to the worfhip of the Genfile deities; but all in vain, 
and fo fhe fuffered martyrdom on the account. Her afhes, it is faid, ftill 
remain depofited in the wall of the prifon, on which is a tablet of marble 
with an infcription in Chaldean characters, within a circle. The diameter of 
the circle is about a foot. The infcription was quite perfect till the time 
of Nadir Shab, who vifiting the tomb, and apprehending that money was 
hidden there, ordered the wall to be pulled down, by which fome of the 
characters were defaced. In the feveral corners of the prifon we obferved 
other infcriptions in the fame characters; they too are cut in marble, and 
relate to the father’s treatment of his.daughter. Her figure is wretchedly 
executed in coarfe marble, with a crofs on her breaft. Several other crofies 
are alfo drawn and placed about the walls. 


We were afterwards conducted to the church of the prefent Chriftians , 
the face of it affords a ftriking impreffion of its antiquity: it was built, ac- 
cording to the accounts given us, in the earlieft ages of Chriflianity : it 1s 
without painting, has two ailes and a nave. The door of the altar was 
fhut, but we were told that within was contained the reprefentation of 
a crucified Ye/us: on the right of the altar 1s the veftry ; to the left, the 
font for baptifm by immerfion: at the weft end of the church are books, 
and among them the Old and New Teftament, with the church’s daily 
fervice, all in manufcripts of the Syriac and Chaldean characters. 


Mr. Dotdge bought of one of the inhabitants, the Old Teffament as he fup- 
pofed, tor the feller called it an hiftory of the Prophets. And one of the 
Deacons fold me an old manufcript, which on the word of a Cériftian he 
declared to be the Ge/pel: of the truth of thefe affertions neither of us was 
in the leaft able to judge, we only intended them as curiofities for our learned 
friends in England *. 


The church ftands eaft and weft, and is about 400 yards from the faint’s 
tomb. At fome little diftance to the fouthward of the town, are the ruins 


* A fpecimen of the MS, purchafed by the author, having been fince laid before Doctor 
Morton and Mr. Ridley of the Royal Society, they both decifively pronounced it to be the old 
or fimplex Syriac verfion of the New Tefument. An extract hereof is in the annexed plate. 
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of aconfiderable church, dedicated to St. ‘Yobn the Evangelif? : inthe church 
which they now make ufe of, 1s a {mall crucifix, brought, fay the Papas, 
trom JFerufalem. 


This place, as well as MJo/u/, and many others, fuffered extremely laft 
year through the fcarcity of provifions, but not to fo great a degree as 
Diarbekir. 


We ftaid at this village till twelve at mght, and then travelled W. dN. 
without any thing happening worthy of notice till half paft four, when we 


got upon arable Jand, which continued quite to the Zygrzs. About a little 


after five, we paffed a village on our left, ftanding clofe to fome ruins, 
which are reputed to be thofe of ancient Nimeveb. Nigh the high road, is 
an old building held in great veneration by the furks and ews, who verily 


believe it to-be the tomb of the Prophet onab. 


We.croffed part of the Zygris on horfe-back, and the other part by a 


bridge of 19 boats: a little higher up the river, are the decayed arches of 


an antient ftone bridge. The water of the Tygris is very low here, and far 
from being rapid. A few days journey farther up, I was told it is much more 
fhallow, and continues to diminifh until it becomes very fmall, from whence 


.probably its head cannot be far off. 


At half paft five in the morning, we entered Mo/ul through the gateway 


facing the river; then turned to the left, and rode quite throuch the city, 


encamping a little to the fouthward, without the walls. 
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C H A P.  YV. 


Occurrences at Moful.—Situation of ancient Nineveh.—Account of the San- 
jacks.—Fourney from Moful to Efche-Moful, Nifibin, and Merdin; with 
obfervations on thofe places, their productions, manufaéiures, Sc. Se. 


UR tents were pitched by the fide of the river, and very near to the 

ruins of a once handiome Chriffian church, adorned with curious 
figured itone architecture in front; this was afterwards converted into a 
Mofque, and Nadir Shab railed a battery upon its walls to play againft the 
city. 


While our 4¢2 was viliting at the palace, we difpatched the bifhop of 
Bebylon’s \etter to Padre Lanza, ani then repofed ourfelves on our cots. 
About nine in the morning, the Padre paid us a vifit, bade us welcome, ac- 
knowledged the receipt of his lordfhip’s letter, and affured us of his readinets 
to contribute all in his power, to our eafe and convenience. He told us, 
that he was obliged from duty as well as inclination, fo to do; not only in 
obedience to the bifhop’s requett, but through gratitude for the many fa- 
vours which he and his brethren had received in this country, from Mr. 
Porter, the Engli/) ambaffador at the Porte, Conful Drummond, and other 
eentlemen of our nation. He invited us to take up our abode at his houle 
in the city; we promued to be with him fometimes in the day, but begged 
leave to fleep in our tents, becaufe of the fhortneis of our time. 


The Ceravans for Diarbekir and Aleppo, had but a few hours before our 
arrival, left the very {pot on which we pitched our tents ; they marched only 
an half hour’s journey, when they again encamped, and there tarry in order 
co dicharge the cultoms due to the government on their merchandites. 
Friday next it is expected they will proceed, with an efcort both of hoiie 
and foot. 


In the evening we were vifited by Padre Francifco another Carmelite, 
Jately from /leppo in the Bafba’s train. He is the Bafha’s body phyfician, a 
poft of honour, which befides protecting him and his brethren, makes him 
of fome confequence in the country, but produces very litthe pecuniary 
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profit. His houfe indeed is partly fupplied with provifions by the Baha, 
and now and then, though very feldom, he gets a prefent of fifty Piaftres: 
Hoffein, \ike the reft of the great men in Zurky, being not only very cove- 
tous, but alfo is of opinion, that any perion is amply rewarded by having 
the honour of admittance into his prefence, without receiving any other 
emolument for his fervices. | 


He is at prefent indifpofed, fo that our Aga has not kiffed his fleeve. Fis 
Kahier hath promifed us all protection; and on his defiring to know 
our wants, and being told by the ga that we defired only his charge 
to the Caravan-Bafbi, and commander of the troops which accompany the 
Caravan, to behave properly to us in our march, he affured the Aga they 
fhould, and that with the greateft refpect, on forfeiture of thew heads. 


Moful * (which by an obfervation taken by us lies in 36° 30’ north) is the 
beft built city in Turky that I have yet feen, but {till has nothing in it wor- 
thy the notice of an European : its walls and baftions are pretty much out of 
repair, and have but a bad dry ditch around them; yet Nadir Shah, althouch 
he befieged the place near fix months, could not take it. The prefent Baba, 
at that time commanded, and the city was full of brave inhabitants, who 
one and all refulved to die rather than give it up tothe enemy. The latter 
affaulted the walls three feveral days fucceffively, but were as often re- 
pulfed; the breaches they made in the day were repaired in the night; an 
uncommon ardor poffeffed the breafts of the befieged, even their women 
and children with the greateft chearfulnefs affifted in the defence of the city. 
The Chrifticns (who amounted to 10 or 12000 within the walls) be- 
haved fo well, as to gain the efteem and admiration of the other inhabitants. 
Some of their churches being much damaged during the fiege, were after- 
wards repaired at the expence of the government. The reigning Bafa 
indecd Jeans towards the Chriflians, his grandfather being one, and a prictt 5 
and he often calls them his relations. He is now 68 years of age, and very 
infirm. During the fiege, the Yurks declared publicly, that fhould the 
place be forced to furrender, they were determined to put all their wives 


* «© Moufal, the capital of a Beglerbegat, ftands on the weft bank of the river Tyeris, in 
Jatitude 36 degrees. It is a large city furrounded with ftone walls, and has many fair ftreet:, 
but witha] a great many lying wafte. Tavernier {peaks of it as a ruined place, that there are 
only two blind markets, and a forry caftle, and yet he fays it is much frequented by merchants, 
and that its Bafa commands 30co men. Here isa bridge of boats over the 7ygrzs, and the 
city is a thoroughfare from Perfia to Syria, which makes it a place of trade, and which is more 
augmented by a conftant traffic from this place to Baghdad. ‘The country on this fide the river 
is fandy and barren, but over-againft it is exceeding fruitful, and yields them very good crops 
of corn and divers fruits. ‘This town although fubject to the Turés, and the feat of a Bafa, 
is mollly inhabited by Neforian Chriftians, a people (fays Rauwolf) who though they pretend 
to be Chriflians, are worfe than Turks, for they practife many villanies, and ordinarily rob on 
the highway. This place is commonly called the fucceffor of Nineveh; it may indeed have been 
built out of its ruins, but the fituation is different, for that city ftood on the other fide of the 
raver in Afjria,”’ Mour’s Geography. 
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and daughters to death firft, for that they fhould never fall into the vile 
hands of the abhorred Perfians. 


About 400 yards without the walls of the city, and for two thirds of its 
circuit, is the burial ground. There feems to be but very little difference 
m the method of the Turks interment and our own: the corpfe is carried (as 
I had an opportunity of obferving) on a bier, attended by a prieft and the 
friends of the deceafed ; it is afterwards put into the ground, and a {tone or 
tomb put over it, agreeable to his circumftances and profeffion. A foldier’s 
tomb has always trophies and military implements placed upon it. 


The learned world has been much at a lofs to determine the fpot whereon 
ftood antient Nineveh *, fome fay near Zonah’s tomb juft oppofite to Mofuls 
others, at another place fome hours journey up the river. Is it not 
probable that both thefe opinions may be right, and that antient Nineveh 
took in the whole of this ground? Geographers defcribe it, as a place of 
prodigious magnitude and extent, of one hundred and fifty Stadia (or eigh- 
teen miles three quarters) in length, and ninety S/adia (or eleven miles and 
a quarter) in breadth. Its circumference was four hundred and eighty 
Stadia, or fixty miles. Befides this account of heathen writers, the {cripture 
exprefly tells us, that it was a city of three days journey; and in whatever 
ananner we explain the expreffion, whether it would take up fo much time 
to walk round the walls, or to make a regular perambulation through every 
ftreet, it will at leaft fhew that it was a place of vaft extent. It feems there- 
fore probable, that all the cultivated lands which now lie between thefe 
two ruined places, were once contained within the limits of Nineveh: what 
confirms me in this conjecture, is, that much of this ground is now hilly, 
owing no doubt to the rubbifh of the antient buildings. There ts one 
mount of 2 or 300 yards fquare, which ftands fome yards N. E. of Fonabh’s 
tomb, whereon, it is likely, a fortification once ftood. It feems to have 


* Antient Nineveh, built by Niaus, or by Nimrod, and named in honour of Niaus his fon or 
nephew, ftood on the ealt bank of the Tygris, over againtt wnere Mo/ul now flands. So en- 
larged by its kings, that it became bigger than Bady/on, namely, -480 furlongs, or 60 miles in 
compafs : the wall 100 feet high, and {fo thick as to admit of three chariots to go on it abreaft, 
and adorned with 1150 towers of 200 feet high, which were fo flrong as to be thought im- 
pregnable : neither had 4réaces after three ycars fiege taken it, if the river by overflowing had 
not become its enemy, and broken down 20 furlongs of the wall, thereby fulAlling an old pro- 
phecy, and giving the victor entrance. 

Yo this city the Prephet Youah was fent to denounce God’s judgment, but upon repent- 
ance, it was fpared. 

Dettroved afterwards by Afyages, the eighth Median king from Arbaces, becaufe of it’s fre~ 
quent rebellions: and laid fo low in time, that St. Cyril of Alexandria, 1n the middle of the 
fifth century, in his comments upon the Prophets fays, the place where it ftood was hardly to be 
difcerncd: and at this time nothing of it appears except a heap of rubbifh a league in 
Jeneth. 

On a hill not far from Mox/ul, the people fhew the monument of Jonah, which is in great 
veneration, and has a mofque built over it.” Moxu’s Geography, 
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been made by nature, or perhaps by both nature and art, for fuch an 
ule, 


In fo large a city there are of courfe many Mo/ques; one near the palace 
is the largeft and moft modern: its top on the outhde, is ornamented with 
ereen tiles. At the door of the Mo/qucs are ufually infcriptions in gilt 
letters, declaring the awfulnefs af the building, as being the houfe of God. 
One of the A4o/ques hath a Aftnaret which bends as thofe at Baghdad , tome 
of the moft bigotted of the Turks fay, Mabomet faluted it as he paffed, and 
that the Adzmaret bent in reverence to the Prophet. 


This city’s manufacture is Muffolen (a cotton cloth) which they make 
very ftrong, and pretty fine, and fell for the Eurepean, as well as other mar- 
kets: agriculture and trade maintain the reft of the inhabitants. 


We can get no other fruit ere than poor water-melons and cucumbers: 
The laft winter’s froft killed their urecs. ‘There is not one garden on either 
lide of the river, that praduccs any thing valuable. What little fruit the 
Bafha gets is tent him trom Courdiften, whofe mountains to the N. E. of 
the city yet fhew their tnowy heads. The bread is good here, and we 
think not dear, it being about five farthings per pound , but this may be 
a very high price for a poor Turk. Dreadful, and even incredible are the 
accounts we daily hear of the calamities of the ‘province of Diarbekir. The 
country, comparatively fpeaking, 1s now depopulated. The eae 
during the famine, ate dogs, their own dead children, and every other thing 
which mankind abhor at another feafon. The bodies of the dead lay in the 
ftrects for want of people to bury them. This terrible news makes us wifh 
that we may be able to avoid feeing the metropolis of that province! the 


bo 
effects of this dearth reached, and in fome meafure {till continue in, and to 


the fouthward of Mo/ul. 


The hire of a mule hence to Aleppo, is from 30 to 35 piaftres; laft 
year 1t was no more than 12: this is one of the ill confequences of the late 
dreadful famine ; almoft every fpecies of the brute creation having been 
killed for the fupport of man. This calamitous vifitation is faid to have 
been entirely owing to a preceding hard winter, and to an innumerable 
army of locufts that deftroyed the fruits of the earth. The inhabitants of 
Moful were tuppoled, before the famine, to have been 300,000, but, fay 
the fathers, fo many died or quitted the place during that time, that they 
now do not amount to ncar that number. They reckon: here are about one 
thouland Reman Chriffians, and four thovisnd Neflorians, Facobines and 
Maronites ; 1n the villages around are many more. 


To-day we were vifited by the chief Chrifiian of the city, whofe office is 
that of Haram Bafhi, chief officer of the Haram, or female apartments of 
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the Baba. His manners are grave, like the Turks, and his compliments of 
the fame ftamp. 


This morning, accompanied by our /ga and Padre Lanza, we went into 
the city, and fpent the day at the father’s houfe, very agreeably ; I learned 
from Padre Francifco, who acts the phyfician, that the difeafes common here, 
are ardent fevers, and bloody fluxes in the fummer, intermittents in the 
wet weather and winter; and that bilious obftructions, and tumid livers 
are frequent, as in India. 


The neighbouring mountains afford filver mines; and they would yield 
much quickfilver, had the Zurks either fkill or inclination to work them to 
advantage: Lanza fays, that an Eugi/bman {ome time ago got two or three 
bottles of it in his way home, and prefented it to the Bafa, as a fpecimen 
of what might be done in that way; but no farther attempts have been 
made in coniequence of the difcovery. In this country alfo are lead mines, 
which produce as much of that metal, as furnifhes them with bullets, and 
fome neceffary utenfils. 


_ Thefe gentlemen gave us no pleafing account, either of the integrity 
or valour of the (oldies who guard the Caravans; as that upon an attack, 
thefe very men are frequently the firft who abandon the charge and fly; nor 
is It uncommon for the conductor to be in league with the chief of the 
robbers: upon my afking, whether fuch conduét would not be punifhed 
with certain death by the Bafha, whofe own honour and intereft, as well as 
that of the Grand Sergnios, were concernea? 1 was anfwered with a fhrug 
of the fhoulders, and a hint that even this great man might poffibly receive 

Tufh-money trom the leaders of thofe very Banditt: : but the robbers hee 
jelves have no true courage, for they tell us of a large Caravan having 
been faved by the valour of a fingle European, who happened to be travell- 

moa with it, when the Sanjacks made an attack. 


J told Lanza of our adventures at Kircoofe, particularly of our fcruple about 
entering. the Mdo/gue: lie replied, that himfelf had been drawn into conver- 
fations on the Jane fubject; ono: in particular at a great Turk’s houfe, who 
was a man of fenfe, and a reader of the Prophets, and with whom: were four 
or five other Zurks. “Vie mailer ci the houte took occafion, amidit an agree- 
able converiation, very gravely to afk the father, what was his opinion ot Theik 
Prophet. On his aniwerine, that as Mdabomet was not one ot the prophets 
whom his region acknowledged, it was not ror him to {peak on the fubject : 
the Turk with a lefs ferious alr, rephed, “ But come, my friend,” clapping 
his hand tamiharly on his fioulder, “teil me what your hooks fay of Ma- 
bomet.” Lanza tricd to avoid an anfwer, but the queftion being repeated 
with itdl mure freedom ana good humour, and with the word Mabomet, 
wftead of Prophet—- And is it your real defire,” taid Lanza, “that 1 fhould 
tell you what they ceclaref” Yes, truly,” rejoined the Muffulinan. “ Why 
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then, faid Lanza, they prove that he was an rad; fuch a one as thofe who 
inhabit radia at prefent.” The whole company appeared thunder-ftruck, 
for the Arabs are looked on by the Turks, as exceedingly perfidious and 
wicked; the mafter of the houfe was gravely filent, while the others foftly 
converfed with one another. At length one of them uttered the follow- 
ing fenrence: “ Were there not political reafons which prevent the execution of 
jujtice at prefent, for the blafphemy you bave uttered, Mr. Chriftian! that bead 
of yours foould in a few minutes fly from its fhoulders.” ‘The Padre added to 
me, “I feek not occafions, but if thefe people will oblige me, 1 will fpeak 
the truth without fearing what may be the confequences.” 1 could not 
but applaud him as a man of courage, but advifed him not to let his zeal 
eet the better of his difcretion. He informed us, that at A/eppo and Con- 
fiantinople, it 1s not permitted for Chriftians to enter their Mo/gues; but 
in this part of the country, it is not much objected to on particular occa- 
fions. He is of opinion, the prieft was trying to make a convert of Mr. 


Pigot. 


Our Aga faw Hoffein Bafba this morning, whofe difcourfe, relating to us 
and our journey, was much the fame as that of the Kabier, and fo were his 
promifes of fervice. As the Caravan waits the return of the fcouts, who 
are {ent out to reconnottre the country, the Bafba afked our Aga, if we chofe 
to travel poft, or with the Caravan? and being told the latter way, fhould 
it meet with his approbation; he faid it did, and that he would take care 
to give proper inftructions to the chief conductor to infure our future eafe 


and fafety. 


We are to take with us from hence provifions of all kinds, except water, 
as we can get no fupply till we arrive at Nifbin; and there, as far as I can 
find, but a poor one. Our head mulateer demands of us a camel to be 
hired in this place for carrying provifions, not only for ourfelves, but alfo 
for every one of our attendants. Great difputes this day arofe between us 
and him on this fubject ; by his pofitive affertions, we have too much reafon 
to fufpect that we were deceived by Cojee Raphael, by whom (as before 
obferved at Baghdad) we were informed, that we had nothing to do in 
refpect to provifions for him, or his people. This is now pofitively denied, 
and we are threatened that they will proceed no farther, unlefs we continue 
conftantly to fupply them with every article of their diet, in the fame man- 
ner, (which to our furprize, we find) our Aga hath hitherto done, he not 
knowing or fo much as fufpecting that our contract did not make it necef- 
fary. ‘The Aga declares, that Cojce Raphael never hinted that the mulateers 
were on a different footing from the takht-revan men. 


We learned this evening, that a Caravan from Aleppo and Urfa, is within 

‘a day’s journey of this city, and had met with little or no obftrudtion 

from the Sanjacks. It fent hither for an efcort, and part of the troops which 
are to convoy our Caravan are gone for that purpofle. 

The 
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Fhe Sanjacks are a people who inhabit the mountains oppofite to the 
Courdiftan or Perfian mountains: they fubfift chiefly by plunder, and the 
f{canty le their own hilly country affords. The late Bafha Achmet of 
Baghdad reduced their power; he purfued them in perfon to their fubter- 
ranean retreats, fuffocated a great many, killed 7 or 800 who attempted to 
make their way out from the holes, and carried off fome hundreds of both 
fexes, and fold them for flaves. This ftroke put the country for a while 
into a more peaceable ftate, than it had enjoyed for many years, but of Jute 
their numbers feem to have increafed, and they are agamm betome very trou- 
blefome. Our Caravan Bafbi affured us that they have attacked Caravans of 
200 to 700 men; and fometimes carried all off: he himfelf, with 20c armed 
men, was fet’ upon laft year by 600 of the mountaineers; but exert- 
ing himfcelf to the utmoft, he made a fhift to fave about half the Cera- 
van. His ton who conducted another, being of lefs experience war tiken 
prifoner, and the whole merchandife fpoiled and carned off; he fays, that 
fometimes when the robbers difcover a ftronger force than they chufe to 


encounter, they will parley, and profeis friendfhip, and feem contented to 
receive a {mall prefent for their chief. They have fuffered much lately by. 


the famine, which probably has occafioned their being more daring. A 
few days ago, a party of twenty perfons, among whom was a Chriftian mer- 
chant with 6000 Sequins, was fet upon and overcome by a company of thefe 
robbers, and all they had taken from them. The Sanjacks are moftly to 
be dreaded hereabouts, becaufe they always make their attack in great 
bodies; but after the next ftage, though they continue infefting the roads 


even to Niftdin, yet their trength leffens, and a well guarded Caravan hath: 


not fo much to apprehend from them. 


T paffed the whole of this day with my fellow-travellers in the tent, but 
felt the afternoon fo exceedingly hot as to throw me into a fever, and 
deprive me of all appetite. There were brought to us as very great rarities, 
a {mall plate of apricots, two or three tolerable muik-melons, and fome 
young cucumbers. Neither the city nor neighbouring villages could furnith 
us with wine, fpirits, orange-juice, or verjuice ; European lump and powder. 
{ugar is very dear. and fcarce here, but candy is more plenty, and rather 
reafonable. We have feen but few buffaloes, oxen, or cows here, or at. 
any other place fince we left Baghdad. The milk we have at any time 
been fupplied with, was of the goat or fheep. Storks are here in great: 


plenty, and fo are locutts; people are employed with-broad flails to keep: 


the laft away from the rifing plants. 


In the evening Mr. Doidge in his little walk, caft his eye on a country 


houfe of the Bafa at a {mal r diftance from our tents, and this day the chief 


gardener gave us poffeffion of it. It ftands pleafantly on the fide of the’ 


Tyeris, oppofite the ruins of Yonab’s tomb, in one of the Ba/ba’s gardens; it 


has but two rooms; the dimenftons of the largeft are 40 feet by 20, with a. 


vaulted root, and arched front; the top of. the arch is 30 feet from the 


ground, . 
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r758. and at half paft nine, joined the great Caravan upon a rifing ground, near 

fem a river called Baduce. For the firft four miles to the northward of Mo/ful, 

BaduceRiver. we paffed over corn lands; the reft was adefert affording only fhrubs 

and thiftles. We got fome milk this morning from an Arad village. 

The day was very fultry and fatiguing, although the wind was near 

north-weft. In the evening the troops appointed for our efcort came up 

to us, and at fun-fet all the tents amounting to near forty were ftruck, 

in order to our being in readinefs for marching at the word of command. 

Our Aga ftaid behind a little, to make our compliments, and to take his 

leave of the Kabier. He was again witnefs to a fecond warm recommen- 

dation, which that minifter delivered in our favour to the commander of 

che troops, as well as to the Caravan Bafhi. Our live ftock, which confifted 

of five lambs, was through the forgetfulnefs of our fervants, left behind. 

We were told however that we fhall have an opportunity of purchafing 

more at old Mo/u/ to-morrow. All the country about is very hilly, and the 
Courdiftan mountains are not far from us. 


Joly it. At one this morning, notice was given by a loud voice, “ To charge.” 
At two the camels had ceafed their melancholy groans (which they always 
utter when loading) and were all in motion, taking a courle to the eaftward 
of the north fome little time; but on the whole we travelled about N. W. 
over the fame kind of fterile land as yefterday. About half paft four we 
faw twenty Antelopes near the foot of the hills. Half an hour after, we 
paffed a ruined village to the left. At five our horfe-guards went a-head 
between fome high hills of chalk and ftone. At the entrance of this pafs 
on the left hand, is the ruin of a {mall fortrefs, and farther on we faw more 
ruins. This road was fo rugged for about half an hour’s journey, that we 
could not with any fort of fatisfaction keep in our TZakht Kevens; it 
brought us at fix o’clock to the banks of the Tygris, where were numbers 
of fheep feeding, a few oxen, and fome calves. Here we made up our 
Jate lofs, buying of the rads five or fix fheep. Eagles and pigeons are 
here in great plenty; Locuffs alfo in abundance, with blue, purple, varie- 
gated wings, and which I obferved did not &y near fo high as the common 
Locufts. 


The Arab women were hard at work in pitching their tents. We took 
poffeffion of them for a while, at which they were much out of humour, 
but we at length appealed them, by giving them good words and a little 

Focur money. At feven we raifed our own tents upon a {pot belonging to E/che 

Mosout. Moful, or old Moful,; which probably was part of the {pot on which ancient 
Nineveh once ftood. Our Aga here made us a prefent of a young Antelope 
juft killed. 


The heat to-day has been exceflive. To leffen it as much as pomible, 
I cauled one of the Takbt Revans to be placed under a tent, and the top 
: | of 
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of the tent to be as well wetted with water, as the paint would admit of, 
and likewife the ground for several yards round, by which means I fuffered 
rather lefs than I fhould otherwile have done. In the evening we took a 
walk about the ruins, which appeared to have been thofe of a confiderable 
city. I enquired of the Turks how long it had been ceferted, but they 
could not tell, only believed it was before the time of Chriftianity: they 
are bad chronologers, fo no dependance is to be put upon their account. 
The houfes were built of ftonc, and the ftreets paved with the fame. 


At two in the morning, we fet off with our great Caravan, which now 
confilts of nine hundred camels, principally laden with coffee-fkins, Muffolen 
cloth, and gauls, 150 horfe-guards and 100 foot foldiers, befides our own 
party, and 120 armed merchants with their fervants. We were more than 
an hour getting through the ftreets of the ruined city; and in leaving it 
pafied through what had been a gate-way, joining to a rampart or high 
wall. The land, for an hour after we left the ruins, was near level; we then 
paffed through a long ftrect of Arad tents, whofe inhabitants appeared to 
poffefs large Hocks of iheep; but before we reached them, we forded a piece 
of ftanding water about two teet deep, and twenty yards over. Our courfe, 
through the old city, was N. 4. It. then we travelled N. N. W. which brought 
us to hills and dales,; and a quarter before feven we refted, and pitched 
our tents upon a hill called Talmafo or Talmouje; having in fight the 
Sanjack mountains on the left. Here is plenty of water, but not reckoned 
goo.i, therefore called Mefew, or Bitter Water. We tafted it, but could 
not effeem it very bad, and obferved many people drinking of it. About 
the hill on which we are now encamped, are the ruins of buildings; we 
are told that formerly here was a town, but the inhabitants could not con- 
tiune in it, on account of their troublefome neighbours the Sanjacks. 
We faw a great many birds hike pigéons, but they have the cry of 
rooks. 


All my brother travellers have fallen off their appetites lately, and 
though not to fo great a degree as myfelt, feel much trouble from the heat 
ot the day; Mr. Pye complained much, Mr. Alms had a troublefome 
diarrhoea. Mr. Pigot looks very much fatigued, and we all have loft 
fome inches in waft fince we left Baghdad: my servant Alexander has a bloody 
flux. 1 paffed this day better than any one of our company, owing to the 
care ] took in having my tent again wetted with water; was able to eat 
a moric] of ham, the firft meat I had tafted for a great while patt. 


The people of the Caravan, I here obferved, drefs their victuals by a fire 
made of camel, horfe, or mule’s dung; fometimes the ground affords a dry 
fhrub for that purpofe. 


At eleven in the night we decamped, and took our march over & 
tolerable plain country; our courfe for fome time was N. then N, N. W. 
Uue and 
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and yet farther to the weft; upon the whole about N. W. It brought us, 
about two in the morning, nearer to the Perfan mountains than we have 
been yet. We paffed over fome hills and vales, but in general a {moother 
road than of late, The land by nature very fertile, though it now produces 
only wild grafs, flowering fhrubs and thiftles, which are almoft all in the 
feed. At feven we encamped upon a mfing ground, having at its foot, a 
run of good water, with an innumerable quantity of birds of the kind [ 
mentioned yefterday : this {pot is called Sefaya. 


The Caravan Bafoi here paid us a vifit, and before he left us whifpered 
Franctico our fervant, that ‘* it was cuftomary for gentlemen like us to make 
bim a prefent. The fervant gave him to underttand, he muft not expeét it, 
at leatt until we fhould be on taking our leave of the Caravan. He {moked 
his pipe, drank coffee with us, and parted. [very Turk we have yet had 
to deal with, (except 4/y Aga, and the governor of Hi/la) has been rather 
indelicate in regard to money matters. Even their greateft Bafha’s will be 
{candaloufly guilty of the loweft meanneffes in this refpect ; for which reafon 
we have always cautioufly avoided making vifits to them, or their minifters, 
knowing it could not be done but at a very confiderable expence. 





Our Aga told us, that the Caravan Bafhi behaved very unpolitely, in not 
having waited upon us while we were in our tents before Moful; and 
therefore he defired, we would not think of making him any prefent without 
his advice. He told us alfo, that the 4za, general of the foldiers efcorting 
the Caravan, had begged of him to prevail upon us, particularly this night, 
to keep together, and as near to the Tekbt Revans as poffible ; as well 
on account of the danger we were in of an attack from the Sanjacks, as to 
prevent our being infulted by any of his own troops, who might do it 
throush miltake and ignorance. “He added, that he hoped they would not 
do it through wantonneis. | 


At nine in the evening we marched, went N. 4. W. the firft four hours, 
then N. W. 2, W. for two more, afterwards about W. and W. #4. S. upon 
the whole a N, W. or N. W. 4. W. courfe, over the fame kind of {oil, 
luxuriant in grafs and feedy flowering fhrubs ; all which are very thick, and 
as high as the horte’s middle. “The Courdi/fan mountains are in fight to the 
right, the Sanjacks to the left; diftant from each other fometimes 12, 20 
and 30 miles: the country between them a mixture of hills, dales and plains, 


moit of the latter covered with a deep rich mould. 


This night IT obferved feveral of thofe curious infeéts, which fo abound 
in Judia, and are by us called /tre-flies: they are not quite fo long as the 
Spanifo fly, are of a brown colour, and carry under their bellies a luminous 
bag which is opened and fhut by two ative lips : by this, (their own hheht) 
they are puided in the evening and night, when like the owt they are always 
buly. In the La? Indies 1 very often faw the air almoft full of thete 

hitthe 
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little flying luminaries; the trees, in which they lodge, have a pretty and 
agreeable appearance: ‘The few infects which appeared to-night, are the 
firft I have feen out of India. Were are plenty of partridges; we {prung 
the old ones, and our cattle almoft trod on their young and eggs. About 
five in the morning an Antelope crofled the road with furprizing fwift- 
nefs. Ag feven we got to a fmall run of water from the Peyfian mountains, 
and encamped on a hill clofe by the ftream called Demir-Rapee. 


The firft part of the Jaft night was agreeably temperate, the middle 
cool, This morming was fharp anda little hazy, and what is a rare thing 
to us, the air was a little damp. We all breakfatted with tolerable good 
appettes. Yefterday and to-day, we obferved on the fides of the rivulets 
fome green fedge, the only verdure in fight. About the water to-day, 
we had many larks, and likewife valt multitudes of thofe birds which 
refemble pigeons, but croak like rooks. Mr. Alms brought in a eraf- 
hopper (if it may be ranked in that clafs of infects) which meafured trom 
head to tail five inches, its horn four, circumference of the belly three: it 
had fix legs, three on each ste; two little claws on each fide of its mouth, 
no wines, and teemed, though very ftrong, very inactive. Its head and 
joints had a refemblance of the craw-fifh. Yefterday were brought us half 
a dozen Jand-crabs of the fize of a common fmall fea-crab. Out of the 
little river near us, we got a difh of mullets and dace, of which I eat a few, 
but either they, or the fherber I drank after them, made of the juice 
of green grapes, difagreed with me. Myr. Dordge has the rheumatifm 
in the fhoulders; MeMieurs Pye and Pégot look thin and harraffed: I 
bore this day’s heat preitcy well in the Zakbt Kevan under the tent, and 
eat my bread and cheefe with more fatisfaction than for a good while 


patt. 


In our Caravan we now obferved fome hundreds of men, women, and 
children, who are really very miferable objects ; moft of them have hardly 
wherewithal to cover thir nakednels: it is piercing to hear the cry of the in- 
fants at their mothers back; and thole of four and five years of age are 
forced to walk with the Caravan, fending forth the moit piteous lamenta- 
tions, until overcome with fatigue, they either fall down on the eround, or 
are taken up into the lap, or behind fome compafficnate mder.  In- 
ftances of this fort of charity, are frequent among the JZurks.  Thete 
peor people are returning to their abandoned houtes, which they were 
obliged to leave on account of the famine. This evening came into our 
camp, froma village at the foot of the Courdi/fax mountains, twelve Courds 
well mounted, not meanly dreffed, and armed with lances and pittols; they, 
in appearance, live in peace with the goverament, and pay thele cere- 
monial vifits to Caravans, to give information of the ftate of the road; or 
rather with a view of getting a prefent: they received ten Hookers of coffee, 
equal to 25 pounds, trom the Caravan-Bafli. ‘Vhey fay, a body of the 
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1758, _ At feven in the morning, we got to Nifdia*. It looked pretty at a 
Lem  diftance, being feated on a confiderable eminence, at the foot of which runs 
a river tormerly called the Mygdonius, with a ftone-bridge of eleven arches 
built over it. Juft by the river, at the foot of the hill or hills (for the 
town is feated upon two) begin the ruins of a once more flourifhing place, 
which reach quite up to the prefent town, From every part of this place, 
the moft delightful profpeéts would appear, were but the foil properly cul- 
tivated and planted; but inftead of thofe extenfive woods of fruit-trees, 
which Rauwoif {peaks of as growing near the place in his time, we could 
not difcover above thirty or forty ftrageling ones of any kind; and inftead 
of that great extent of arable land, on which he dwells fo much, a very 
inconfiderable number of acres are now remaining. 


This is one of the many towns which fo feverely fuffered by the Jate fa- 
mine. It loft almoft all its inhabitants, either by death or defertion, Of 
thofe who left it, and furvived, fome begin to return. The ftreets pre- 
fented us with many wretches, miferably poor, and more than half-ftarved ; 
they now greedily devour the rind of cucumbers, and every other refufe of 
food thrown out into the highway. We purchaled at this place, bread, 
milk, cucumbers, and pretty good mutton. The firft article, according to 
our fervant L'rancifco’s information, (who was here about fourteen years 
ago) has rifen in price near four thoufand per cent, .at that time, forty 
cakes were fold for one Para, the price of a fingle one at prefent. 


The town itfelf is defpicable, the ftreets extremely narrow, and the 
houles, even thofe which are of ftone, are mean. Our Aza fecured us a good 
room in one of the Kauzs. The late Muffelem or governor of Nifidin is 
now in irons, by order of Solyman, Bafha ot Baghdad, tor not having taken 
proper care in efcorting a meffenger from Stamboul to Baghdad, who in con- 
Jequence of the governor’s neglect, was rifled by the Sanjacks. 


It was agreed between us to difpatch a letter from this place to Mr. 
Drummond, our conful at Aleppo. Accordingly Mr. Doidge wrote one, and 
Jent it by a {pecial meffenger, who upon delivering it in feven days is to 
be paid 14 piaftres; but if he fails one day only, he is then to have but 


* « Nifbis, now Niffoin, a midland town 35 miles from the Tygris towards Charra, (or 
Harran) was heretofore a very confiderable city called Antonia Mygdonia, trom the river Myg- 
donius which runs through it: under the Romans it was the capital of Mefoperamia proper, well 
defended by its bifhop in Conflantius’s time againtt the Perfans, but taken by them afterwards 
in the time of Youinzan. In its prefent ftate, it is the feat of a Turkifh Sangiack, ttands on two 
{wall hills, and makes a handf{ome view at a diflance, but though a pretty large town, has 
but a furry appearance, when you come into it, being pitifully built. ‘The land about it is . 
very fruitful and well cultivated, the bufincfs of the place being altogether agriculture, which 
the good {cil renders very profitable to them. Their orchards and corn-fields, efpecially the 
former, affording great profit from the pomegranates, figs, cubebs, &c. which they fend to 


foreign parts ; and fo numerous are their fruit-trees, that you would take them for woods of 
wild ones.’ Rauwore. . 
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five. He travels on foot, and goes through the Sanjack territories, which 
is a much fhorter way than that we fhall take. This ftep of fending a 
letter by exprefs, we judged a probable means of fecuring us an early paf- 
fage in fome fhip from Scandaroon to England. 


The Yabkt-revan-gee was this morning imprifoned by the governor 
for his infolent behaviour to the Aga yefterday, but was releafed again 
before night; the Aga contented himfelf with barely convincing him of 
a power he had over him.—A rare inftance of clemency in a Turkifh 
officer. ? 


While in the Kaun I ordered our interpreter Francifco to enter into a con- 
verfation with a poor Turk, relative to the late famine; and the account he 
gave of it was dreadful even in retrofpection. This poor creature in his 
turn afked many queftions refpecting the probability of fuch an event 
happening in our country: He appeared furprized to hear, that a famine 
had not been known for more than acentury, or hardly heard of by us, 
and was in the utmoft amazement to find, that by the laws of England 
a poor man could not ftarve, fo long as there were any rich to provide 
him with food and raiment. This point, relating to the poors laws, fo 
ftruck the Turk, that with clinched hands, and eyes fixed towards heaven, 
he for awhile feemed employed in ejaculatory prayer: at laft, he gravely, 
but with confidence replied, ‘* The happinefs of this world is yours: Our’s, in 
SS a future flate.” 


The great Caravan will ftay here three or four days, in order to pay 
the duties due to government. ‘Twelve of the principal inhabitants came 
from Geraza yefterday, and after continuing with the Caravan a Short 
time, went back again. Thefe were officers of the cuftoms, to prevent 
{mugeling. 


This morning an exprefs arrived, which confirmed an account we re- 
ceived yefterday from fome poor women who were in the rear of the Ca- 
ravan; that ‘ early the Sunday morning, being fome miles behind, they faw 
about 500 armed tmen both horfe and foot, irom the Sanjack country, who 
on coming up demanded of them a faithful account, whether the Caravan 
was before or behind? on being told before, they were greatly enraged, 
and rode off.” As we had often met with alarms of this kind, which 
turned out tobe nothing more than bugbears, at firft we gave no manner of 
credit to it. The exprefs was fent by an Arab Sheick, on good terms with 
the government, who advifed, that the Sanjacks difappointed at the efcape 
of the Caravan, had turned their fury on him, alledging that their unfuc- 
cefsful expedition had been owing to the falfe information which he had given 
them: the Sheick prayed the government to fend him immediate help for the 
recovery of his flock, and 300 cavalry are this moment fet off for that pur- 
pole. 

X xX I learned 
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I learned laft night, that at the foot of one of the Courdian mountains, 


weeny were ftill a few gardens in fome fort of order, particularly one. which 1s 


SERKA 
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called an hermitage, and belonged once to a Chriftian Patriarch, the houfe is 
in ruins, but fome of the trees remain. Upon hearing this, I ordered a per- 
fon to be fent to the fpot; but he returned with only a plate of walnuts, and 
they not quite ripe. | 


Saturday night laft, about eleven o’clock, I was taken with a fmall fhiver- 
ing and yawning, which foon went off, bur the next evening about feven 
o’clock J found a tightnefs on the abdomen, with fome bilious twitchings 
about the duéts of the gall bladder: all my joints fo ached that I was not 
able. to ftand, or walk, but with pain and difficulty. I laid myfelf down in 
hopes of fleep, and found that pofture the moft agreeable; but the per- 
plexity from the Mu/chetos (which are now again become troublefome) and 
from a flie, which though fo fmall as fcarcely to be perceived, yet leaves 
a fting behind not much Iefs painful than that of the Avu/cheto, added to 
the fatigue of my complaint, made the night pals very uncomfortably. 
This morning I was in fome meafure relieved by a ditcharge of bile; and 
in the evening took an Ipecacuana vomit, which was of great fervice. 


As I could not on this account accompany my brethren about the town 
and its ruins, I muft therefore infert here fome notes made by the other 
gentlemen, in our common journal. ‘“* Here is a building that has fome- 
‘“* what of the appearance of a caftle, but we faw no guns mounted on it. 
There is alfo a ftone Mofque with a Minaret, and a little way to the 
eaftward of the town, is an old Chriffran church, which muft once have 
been a very large and noble building by the remains: two capitals of 
pillars, which fupported an handfome arch, are to be feen above ground, 
and a {mall part of the arch is ftill remaining; but the pillars are buried 
under the ruins. About 100 yards from the church are five large co- 
Jumns of the Corinthian order, the greateft part of which are alfo buried ; 
thefe they tell you were once part of the building, and it is not 
improbable but in the time of the Romans it might have been a 
temple.” 
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At half paft eight in the evening, we left Nifdin and the great Caravan, 
taking with us twenty foot foldiers; two companies of cavalry joined us 
likewife, who are going to Merdin, At ten we paffed a ruin on the right, 
called Serka Kaun, and at five in the morning, another to the left. The 
country hath the fame face as what we lately paffed. Near Nifdin we 
palled feveral runs of water. , 


This night, a falfe alarm was given to our little Caravan of robbers. 
being in fight, which put us all on our guard; butthere feemed to be no. 
foundation for it, it was rather a picce of pleafantry by our Turki) foldiers. 

aa 7 A little 
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A little before day-light, the mountain on which Merdin ftands, was fhewn 
to fuch of our party as were not in the Takbt Revans, and at the mornin 

dawn the buildings appeared. The city looked large, and of difficult ac- 
cefs, diftant from us about five miles. At fix we put up ata very forry 
village called Arin, having travelled near nine hours, about a W, db. N. 
courte, | 


In this village we faw a thoufand marks of poverty, defolation, and dif- 
trefs. At the very entrance of it, two human {fkeletons almoft entire, pre- 
fented themfelves to our view; the bodies muft either have been thrown, 
or perhaps dropt down dead here during the famine, and the flefh devoured 
by the beatts of the field, or the birds of the air. Two other villages are 
in fight: one lies N. N. W. four or five miles; the other weft fix miles. 
This lJaft is called Cojafur.-- A fine plain for many miles is in fight, 
pretty well cultivated, and this year has given to it a tolerable crop of 
corn. 


Our Aga took no reft after this ftage, but rode on to Merdin to folicit 
the governor tor a guard to efcort us to Urfa. We returned in the even- 
ing, with Francifco, whom we had fer to Pere Eugene with a letter 
from our friend the bithop of Babylon, and another from Mr. Gardex. The 
former brought back the compliments of the governor, with many affurances 
of veneration and efteem. Our fervant delivered us three letters in French 
from Pere Eugene, the purport of which, anda meffage that attended them, 
was, ‘© That he had waited upon the governor, who was very ready 
to grant us forty or fifty foldiers, the whole that he could fpare;, but 
that he was very diffident, whether fo {mall a number was fufficient to enfure 
our fafety, as he had certain information that four tribes of Arabs having 
heard of our coming this way, and that we were very richly laden, were 
lying in wait on purpofe to intercept us. He therefore advited us by all 
means either to wait for the coming up of the great Caravan from Mo/ul, 
or to tet out for Diarbekir this very night, as by much the fateft road; and 
as we carried with us a letter of recommendation to the Befba of this laft 
place, who was going for Aleppo next Friday, le ftrongly recommended 
us to put ourfelves under his protection.” * Such were the principal cont. nts 


of 


* The following is a copy of the father’s third letter. 


“ Monsikur, 

«© Le governeur repond que volontier il donnera quarente ov cinquante foldats, mais qu'il 
« nerepoud pas des inconveniens qui peuvent arriver en chemin ; que fi vous voulez attendre 
la Caravane ou prendre le chemin de Diarbehir il feroit plus fure et vous fairoit conduire 
‘a Diarbekir fans crainte, de Ja vous partez par Orfa, d’Orfa a Alep. Voyez Monfr. a quoi 
© yous vous determiner. Je conte qu’il feroit plus fur de vous porter a Mardin et nous 


& determinerons le tout. 
P. EUGENE.” 
Xx2 P. 8. 
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of father Eugene's three letters, from whence we plainly perceived the necef- 
fity of our going at laft by Diardekir, which place we had always refolved 
to avoid. | 


I was informed here, that a linen and filk manufactory is carried on at 
Merdin; and that the inhabitants make and {fell great quantities of turbans, 
and many other parts of drefs. The foil about the place is very rich, and 
yields good wheat, part of which is fent to other markets. We got from 
the city pretty good beef, bread, milk, a little butter, a few fowls, fome 
grape-juice, apples, cherries, and plumbs; thefe are now in feafon: The 
environs abound in gardens of good fruit, though perhaps lefs now than 
formerly. It is remarkable that from Hilla to Baghdad, and from Baghdad 
to Merdin, not fix trees are to be feen, but what are in private gardens, or 
on the tops of high mountains. Both Merdin and Néfibin, although in the 
Bafbalic of Moful, are under the jurifdiction of the Bajba of Baghdad, and 
their refpective governors are appointed by him. On four neighbouring 
mounts, the ruins of as many Chriffian monafteries are ftill vifible.. The 
caftle at Merdin was built by Chriftians: The famous Tamerlane befieged 
it feven years before he took it, nor would it then have furrendered, had 
not the befieged been in want of provifions. We are told, excellent water 
is to be had here. Merdin, by an obfervation taken by Mr, A/ms, lies in 
37° 18’ north latitude. 


Alexander M' Intefo all the laft night, though better of his flux, was very 
i]] with a fever, thirft, pain in his bowels, difficulty in making water, 
and bloody ftools. He was- bled twice yefterday, fomented, and had 
nitrous powders, €%c. He had not carefully obferved that regimen which 
was recommended to him, but indeed a very irregular kind of life we 
all are forced to lead at prefent. Our appetites are gone, though the air 
(particularly while we are under cover) is not fo violently hot as we have 


P. S. * Noys avons parlé avec Je gouverneur, il m’a repondu, que volontier il donera 

— tous les foldats que vous defirez : mais qu’il vous confeille de prendre Je chemin de Diar- 
bekir qui eft le plus fur: que vous avez le Bujurdi pour le Pacha de Diarbekir, qui part pour 
Alep vendredi prochain: que d’ici, il vous donnera tous les foldats neceffaires pour cela 
jufque de Mo/cl. Monfr, notre governeur apres avoir foupé enfemble, m’a dit de vous 
ecrire, de vous prier, et vous exhorter de partir ce foir pour Diarbekir, qu’il n’y a point 
de voie plus fur, et comme il doit repondre de vos perfonnes, il vous fait des nouvelles in- 
fian'es. Attendu que vendredi prochain le Pacha doit parter de Diarbekir pour Alep, ow 
lel Pacha. De cur 





Votre Devoiie Serviteur, 


P. EUGENE. 


The verbal meflage was conveyed in thefe words 


‘* The governor’s anxiety for your departing immediately, is owing to certain intelligence 
“¢ which he has juft received, that four tribes of 4rads are lying in wait purpofely to intercept 
* you; they having rescived an information that you and your party are richly laden.” 


before 
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Before found it.. The laft night was cloudy, with thunder, lichtning, and 
rain: The effects of the laft, were unfpeakably comfortable to us. 


We long earneftly for the fight.of our countrymen at Aleppo, where we 
hope to find good wine, and well-dreffed food, and to: recover our loft 
appetites.—Poor Mr. Pigot declares, that were he to be made emperor of 
all the countries we have paffed through, with. the addition of both the 
Indies as a reward, he would not for.fo valuable a. confideration .undertake 
this journey a fecond time. 
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C H A P. VI. 


Occurrences on the road from Merdin to Diarbekir, with a defcription of that 
city.— Account of the famine there —We leave Diarbekir, and join the Batha 
Abdallah. Face of the country we travel over.—Account of fome Arabs and 
their flocks. The Bafha’s deportment to us—We arrive at Bir, Defcription 
of that citv.—Obfervations in our journey from that place to Sajuera and 
Aleppo. 


BOUT half paft fix in the evening we left rin, and travelled towards 
Merdin. In two hours we got near the foot of the mountain on 
which that city ftands ; and paffed by another dead human body lying in the 
road, very much torn either by wild beafts, or the fowls of heaven, The 
cartilages were quite frefh, and part of the ragged covering ftill remained. 
On the left hand leading up to the mount of Merdin, are the remains of 
afmall town, We left Merdim on our right, and from eight to ten we were 
afcending the Courdi/tan hills, over fome parts of which we had great diffi- 
culty to get our Takbt Revans, the roads being narrow and rocky. 


From Arin to the mountain of Merdin, we marched five miles a N. N. W. 
courfe ; for the next two hours a N. eafterly one, over a very mountainous 
country; and from twelve at night to four in the morning, we travelled 
a courfe from N. W.to N. FE, changing very often two, three, or four 
points of the compafs. At four we refted in a pleafant neadow covered 
with trefoil, by the fide of a beautiful rivulet, and continued there fome 
hours. The frefh recruit of fpirits we received on breathing the cool air 
of the mountains, and our joy in paffing through a country covered every 
where with fo beautiful a verdure, can only be conceived by thofe few 
Europeans, who, like us, have travelled over this fultry part of the world in 
the hotteft feafon of the year. 


At eight o’clock we renewed our march through a moft delightful country 


_ 0€ pleafant bufhy hills well-cultivated, and verdant dales interfected with many 
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a running ftream: corn, grafs, trefoil, wild flowers, and fweet f{melling 
fhrubs, grow here in the greateft plenty. Our ears were continually faluted 
with the cooing of the dove, the melody of the lark, and other finging birds, 
to which the hawthorn, the poplar, and the willow afforded fhelter. But 
all thefe natural beauties were greatly enhanced to us by the frefhnefs of 
the air, and the almoft conftant breezes which prevailed here. Thefe were 
fo extremely grateful and refrefhing, that at the joyful inftant, we could not 
help looking upon them as a full and fufficient recompence for all our paft 
labour and fatigue. The command of this pleafant diftrict 1s lodged in a 
Sheick-Salem, who is a Courd. | 


At twelve at noon we refted in a valley by the fide of another running 
ftream, not far from a village. Here we got fome milk, but heard a very 
difagreeable piece of news by a traveller from Diarbekir, ‘“‘ that the Bafha 
was already fet out for Aleppo, and that fince his departure, the road be- 
tween us and Dizarbektr had been infefted by a company of banditti confift- 
ing of 5 or 600 men, who committed all kinds of outrages, extorting 
whatever they wanted from the feveral villages, and plundering every paf- 
fenger that came in their way.” Our Aga had heard this fome hours 
before, but did not think proper to acquaint us with it till fix o’clock 
in the evening, when he came with Francifco to our tent, and with a mof 
forrowful countenance unbofomed the difagreeable intelligence. He added, 
however, that he was not without hopes the whole of the account might 
be falfe,; that he had difpatched a perfon to a narrow pafs before us, in 
order to get farther information, and who, he trufted would return with a 
good account; but if not, we fhould then be obliged to ftrike out of the 
road towards our left, and take up our abode in a village in the moun- 
tains, until fuch time as he could procure a proper guard to conduct us 
in fafety to Diarbekir. ‘This news alarmed us all to a great degree, and 
threw a damp over thofe flattering hopes which we had lately entertained 
of being in ten or twelve days bleffed with the fight and converfation of 
our countrymen at Aleppo. To keep up our ipirits therefore as well as 
we could under fuch alarming circum{tances, we allowed ourlelves a glals 
or two of Madeira wine, though our whole ftock was now reduced to ten, 
bottles of this, and four of claret. 


About nine, the 4ga’s meffenger returned, and broucht advice, that there 
were fome armed men upon the road, but he couid not learn they had 
committed any violence, otherwife than by exacting provifions for their own 
ufe, from the feveral towns and villages; and that in all probability 
they were troops belonging to the Bawa’s army, fent by him to collect 
the duties due to government. This intellicence raifed once more our 
drooping fpirits, and we determined to proceed: bur to avoid an ambuf- 
cade, we relolved to continue where we were ’nl] two or three the next 
morning. | 


About 
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About eight this evening, we difcovered ‘the moon rifing over the hills, 
almoft totally eclipfed, being only illuminated in the lower limb, in oes 
ance about the twentieth part of its diameter. In half an hour after, it 
was quite clear, We afked the Turks, what this appearance meant? they 
anfwered, * Some portentous event!” | 


At the hour agreed upon, we fet off, and foon met a company of travellers 
with loaded mules and affes going to Merdin,; among them was a Chocarda 
with a fervant or two from Diarbekir. As we did not underftand the coun- 
try-lancuage, we kept on, Jeaving the Turks and Francifco behind to pick 
up intelligence. Jn a few minutes, the late affrighted, half-dead Franct/co, 
reanimated by the account which had been given him, came galloping after 
us, calling aloud, ‘* Courage meffieurs! point de crainte! les toutes font de 
menfonges ! le chemin eft net! Courage gentlemen! there’s no fear! ’tis all a 
lye! the road is clear!” From whence we eafily underftood, intelligence 
had been given him of no robbers being on the road, and that no kind 
of danger was to be apprehended ; which upon his coming up, he confirmed, 
as foon at Jeaft as his extacy of joy would permit him. We continued there- 
fore to travel over the mountains, taking a north courfe *nll feven in 
the morning, when we met with a fingle Zurk on horfeback, who informed 
us, that in going on in the road to Liarbekir, as we were, he had difcovered 
at fome diftance to the right, a great body of Arab horiemen, confifting of 
about 700, who were lying in waic for travellers, and that to prevent their 
feeing him he had ftruck away to the left of the road. 


Upon receiving this frefh piece of difagreeable intelligence, we thought 
proper alio to quit the main road, wheeling towards the lett; our Aga at 
the fame time putting fpurs to his horfe, and riding off to the right, by 
way of reconnoitring, leaving the whole conduct of our little troop to the 
diicretion of Mr. Pye; whom, tor his expert behaviour on this occafion, we 
afterwards dubbed with the honourable title of Captain General. We could 
not but difapprove of our Aga’s behaviour, which though well intended, 
feemed in our opinion rather calculated for making a dilcovery of us to the 
enemy. 


In half an hour’s time, under the guidance of our new general, we got to 
the foot of a village, which we found deferted by the inhabitants through 
fear of the Arabs: as we were riding heedlefly on towards a cultivated 
{pot of ground, the occupier of it with great emotion waved his hand to 
us, to avoid his plantation; we, fuppofing that every thing had reference 
to our prefent danger, concluded he meant the enemy were to our left, 
and that we {hould again return to the right. Still however we kept on 
through tke corn, ’till we got up very near to the farmer; when our old 
trufty Francifco afked him, “ What news?” The Turk or Courd, enraged at 


the damage done to his crop, put his hand to his fword, and in the moft 


violent paffion replied, “ The news be bad for him, was, that be would 
3 smmediat ely 
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immediately cut off bis bead.”’—This threat was the finifhing ftroke to the 
poor old man’s {pirits; he trembled, tried to make an apology, but could 
not utter a word. We faw the confufion he was in, but not underftanding 
the country-language, were for alittle while at a lofs to guefs what could be 
the occafion of it. Vhe Turki/o farmer, whofe anger we foon found means 
to appeate, confirmed to us the account we had received of the Arab horfe 
being to the right of us; but as by keeping to the left of the road we 
had the good fortune to fee nothing of them, we concluded, that they had 
retired towards the river (on whofe banks there is fome cover) to avoid the 
heat of the day. When the affair was over, I told Francifco, that I had 
reafon to think him a very honeft man, but was perfuaded he was a bad 
foldier; he readily affented to che truth, heartily wifhing himfelf and all 
of us fafe in Aleppo: he moreover declared, that this was the moft perilous 
are d he had ever made with European gentlemen, and that it fhould be 
the laft. 


We continued on our way for Diarbekir: before we got to that city, 
we croffed an arm of the Tygris, and afterwards the Tveris itfelf twice. 
The firlt time, we did it by a ftone-bridge of five arches, the lalft, by 
another bridge of ten. It was about nine in the morning when we firft 
faw from the high mountains the city of Diarbckir, then diftant from 
us about fourteen miles. We continued from that time to leave the 
heights, and travelling north, we reached the village of Hallipot about half 
amile from Diarbekir, at two in the afternoon, after a march of near 13 
hours, and the greateft part of it in the heat of the day. We put up at 
a good houfe belonging to a relation of O/man, a very civil young Turk, 
and our fellow-traveller from Baghdad. | 


Our fervant M'Intofh (now in a fair way of recovery) having for fome 
time paft had poffeffion of one of the Takbt Revans, our reliefs in the 
other were but feldom. The wind indeed being cooler now than what we 
had experienced ten days ago, we did not fufferfo much from the heat as 
we otherwife fhould have done: however,.my fpirits were quite exhaufted, 
and I wanted fome other meat and drink befides bifcuit and water. In the 
latter part of this day’s journey, I rode in the Takbt Revan three hours; one 
hour was in my own proper turn, one in Mr. Dordge’s, and the other in 
Mr. Alms’s, who bearing the fatigue better than myfelf, were fo obliging 
as to infift upon my doing it. 


In the evening, compliments were fent to us out of the city from the 
Muffolem and treafurer. The firft will have the command here, as foon 
as Abdallah Bafba fhall fet out for Aleppo, who fortunately for us is not gone, 
and will depart on Monday next. His tents are all pitched without the city, 
and make a gay appearance: that which is intended for his own perfon, we 
diftinguifhed by the gilded ball. 
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This morning our Aga went into the city, and delivered a letter to the 


w—— Kabier ; leaving another for the Bafa. The Kabier enquired civilly after 


Jaly 22. 


our healths, hoped we were not greatly fatigued, offered his beft fervices, 
&c., and affured the ga that he fhould look upon us as part of his own 
family in the journey to Aleppo. He defired his compliments, and recom- 
mended it to him to wait on Abdallah Bafoa in the evening. Mr. Pye and 
I were half poifoned to-day by drinking too freely of a bowl of wine and 
water, into which through miftake, we put /um inftead of fugar. We 
were both fo much affected by it, as to be obliged to take a vomit, which 
greatly relieved us. 


In the evening, Abdallah Bajfba {ent for our Aga, and after the common 
compliments had paffed between them, in refpect to us, he afked how we 
propofed to travel ? whether in his train, or feparately ? adding, if we chofe 
the latter, that he would fpeak to the Muffolem to give orders for fome 
troops to efcort us. On being told, that we came this way on purpofe to 
accompany him, he replied, ‘‘ that we fhould be of the family of 
his chief Chriftian cfficers ;’? among whom we find, are his treafurer, cham- 
berlain, and fome others. He carried his complaifance fo far, as to 
afk whether we had tents, mules, &c. fit for the journey, faying, if we 
had not, he would himfelf give orders that we fhould be fupphied with 
them. 


The French miMfionaries fent us a little brandy, and fome country- 
made wine; and were fo obliging as to fet their ftill to work, to make us 
a few bottles more of the firft.—We find a little brandy in milk, the beft 
cordial, and the moft wholefome food we can get.—This evening we re- 
membered our families and friends in a bowl of it. We put into the hands 
of a French father (who came this evening to invite us to take up our 
habitation with him and his brethren) a letter of credit which we received 
from Cyjee Kaphael at Baghdad for 5000 piaftres, on our draughts 
upon Aleppo or Confiantinople. It was drawn by Cuttal Aga on Haffen Ef- 
fendi in this city. The father was very hearty in his affurances of giving 
us all the affiftance in his power; and the behaviour of individuals in a 
war between two nations, becoming a principal part of our converfation, 
the good father expreffed himfelf much after this manner: ‘* That we were 
‘all naturally brethren, and though kings and rulers made war, yet the 
** obligations between man and man were by no means diffolved by it: 
that it was our duty to pray God to give peace to all his people, and 
when the obligations we owed the public did not render it impoffible, 
that good offices and bratherly kindnefs fhould prevail between the in- 
“ dividuals of each nation even in the midft of war; and how much more 
ought this {pirit of benevolence to be cherifhed by us, when by fo 
extraordinary achance, Europeans and fellow-Corifians met in fo diftane 
* a part of Aa?” 


tad 


tS 


r 


6 


ta) 


C 


nT 


“~ 
wr 


- 
La 


Two 


[ 347 ] 


_ Two other French fathers came this morning, to pay us their compli- 
ments; whofe converfation and offers of fervice correfponded with thofe we 
had received yefterday. They likewife fixed in our minds the unfavourable 
idea we had before conceived of the Turkifo government, by confirming the 
account given us at Mo/ul, of ‘their greatelt Bajhas acting fometimes in con- 
cert with the chief of the robbers. The great body which we fo narrowly 
efcaped laft Friday, the fathers affure us, encamped but a little while ago 
between this city and the Courdiften mountains, and continued there feveral 
days without interruption ; nay, fent meffages into the city to the Bafha, and 
received from him provifions of many kinds. Their chief being indif- 
pofed, defired that a phyfician might be fent out to him, which requeft 
was immediately complied with. The fathers add, that all this indul- 
gence could not be fhewn them without their making fome kind of com- 
penfation. Upon my afking whether the Bajba, confidering the late cala- 
mitous fituation of his people, was able to make head againft them; they 
replied, ** Yes,” and fhook their heads. We were told by thefe gentlemen, 
that the French fhip of war the feudroyant, and another of inferior force, 
had been taken in the Mediterranean, and carried into an Engl port. 


At nine o’clock, accounts were brought us, that our faithful fervant 
Francifco was carried to prifon and loaded with irons, for bad behaviour 
to a Turk.—Ouvur Aga poited thither in his behalf. At eleven o’clock 
three or four Turks of fome rank in the city, vifited us. The Syrian 
Papa, or Facobine Patriarch, we find retides in Diarbekir* , he is an aged 
man, of very good life and converfation, and the chief inftrument of what- 
ever good is done by the Turks hereabouts, who in fpite of their religi- 
ous prejudices, cannot but revere the virtue he poffeffes—Such was the 
character given him by the fathers. | 


Frauncifco returned to us in the evening, and faid it was a falfe report that 
he was Joaded with irons; he confeffes indeed that he was confined in pri- 
fon for refufing to pay the duty due to government on a country Chriftian’s 
artival; but on our ga’s applying to the Muffolem, and letting him know, 
that he was one of our fervants, he wag immediately fet at liberry—The 
old man upon the whole feems to have been lefs terrified with the Turkifp 
prifon, than he was with the farmer’s {word. This evening alfo the father 
returned to us, whom we had entrufted with our letter of credit, or 
rather draught as we underftood it to be on Hafen Effendt: he brought 
his mattrefs, with the defign of tarrying all mght with us, forefecing he 


* Monfieur Tournefort, in his travels, fays, that there are many Patriarchs in the domi- 
nions of the King of Perfia, and the Grand Seignior. We of Itchmiadzin, who has borne the 
name of Catholicos a great while, is the chief of them all. This Parriarch is clothed as plainly 
as the other pricfts; he lives very frugally, and has but a few domeftics, yet he is the moit 
confiderable prelate in the world, in regard to the authority he has over his nation, which 
tremble at the leaft threat of excommunication from him. They fay, there are fourfcore thou- 
{and villages which own him. Tournerort, wol, ill. page 240, 241. 
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fhould net be able ta return in proper time to re-enter the gates of the 
city. He made an apology for his ea abfent fo long from us, but 
affured us, that this delay had been entirely owing to the difappointment 
he had met with, and the diftrefs of mind he was in upon our account. 
He in fhort told us, that Hafen Effendi could not fupply us with any 
money. 


We were exceedingly chagrined, as well as difpleafed at this piece of in- 
tellizence, and talked of complaining to the Bajba. The good father re- 
plied, * I have already threatned the Effendi, but he has convinced me, that 
fuch a procedure will not be attended with any good confequence; fince the 
blame cannot with any kind of juftice be laid upon him, but rather on Cojee 
Rapbael your pretended friend at Baghdad, whofe letter expreffes no more than 
this: “ Sir, Five Engiifh gentlemen coming your way, if they fhould 
«¢ want money, and you can fupply them, or can prevail on any of your 
“© friends to doit, their bills drawn on their countrymen at Stamboul, or 
‘© Aleppo, to the amount of 5000 piaftres, will be fafe ; and you therein will 
“ oblige 

Yours, &c. 
CuttTaL Aca.” 


“© Now, gentlemen, (added the father) the Effendi fays, and I believe him, 
that he cannot fupply you with cafh himfelf, neither does he know of any 
other perfon in Diarbekir that can, to fuch a ftate of poverty are the inhabi- 
tants in general reduced; and he moreover defired me to affure you that he 
has no effects of the letter-writer in his hands.” 


A ftroke fo fudden and unexpected as this was, ftruck us with con- 
fternation little lefs than defpair ; we ftood looking upon one another unable to 
make the Jeaft reply. As we had not among us all above ten piaftres left, 
there appeared to be no other relource, but difpofing of our watches, 
buckles, and whatever other trinkets we could mufter. The kind father 
however did not permit us to continue long in this painful ftate; but told 
us, that he and his brethren hadebeen all over the city, endeavouring to 
raife a friend to jupport us in our prefent exigencies, and at Jaft had in fome 
meature fucceeded. At the fame time he called upon a perfon whom he 
had brought with him, to draw nearer to us. “ Thts good man, fays the 
miffionary (pointing to his companion) has given us his word, that he will 
immediately advance you 200 pia{tres,. which will be enough for the prefentr, 
and he will from time to time on the road to Aleppo, tupply you with whatever 
cafh you fhall ftand in need of. He is a country Chrifian, and goes with 
the Baba.” The great desree of joy which this acceptable piece of news 
gave us, the reader may more -eafily conceive, than I exprefs. The 
Chrifitan laid down the 200 piaftres, and confirmed the promife he had 
made to the fathers, relative to our future wants. So that to the good 
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offices af thefe worthy men, we owe our not being reduced to the very ex- 
tremity of diitrefs,; and to the deceit of our falfe friend Cojee Raphael all 
that we might otherwHe have fuffered.—A4‘Jnto/h is now on the recovery. 
Benjamin Fenkins, the night before laft had a fever; and for fome days 
palt Mr. Dordge’s rheumatiim in the fhoulder has been fo troublefome, that 
it obliged him to put the arm intoa fling. Mr. Pégot is not well, and looks 
greatly fatigued. Meflicurs Pye, Alms, and felf, are pretty well, but have 
not yet recovered our loft appetites. 


Diarbekir is a large and well-fortified city, defended by baftions and tur- 
rets * after the Turki) manner. It has abou. twelve Adc/ques with Minarets. 
The former, we are told, were originally Chriftian churches. The houtes, 
for the moft part, are built of a grey moor-ftone. The city, about two 
years azo was very populous, its inhabitants amounting to four hundred 
thoufand fouls; but in the laft year, three hundred thoufand died, either by 
cold or famine. The Chrifizans refiding in the city before this calamity, 
were reckoned to amount to 26,000, of whom 20,000 died. This account 
we had from one of the French miffionaries, a Capuchin, who alfo faid, that 
before the famine, the city contained 60,000 fighting men, but that now 
they are not able to multer 10,000. He affures us, that the houfes and 
{treets, nay. the very Mo/ques were filled with dead. that every part of the 
city exhibited a dreadful image of death, and that the furviving inhabi- 
tants not only greedily devoured all kinds of beafts, brutes, and reptiles, 
but alfo were oblized to feed on human bodies. Yet, in the midft of this 
fcene of horror, the Grazdees of the city had every thing in plenty; for 
they had taken care to monopolize vait quantities of corn, which they fold 
out to the other inhabitants at moft extravagant prices, and thereby acquired 
for themfelves immenfe fortunes. Corn rofe from two piaftres a meafure 
to 50, 60, and even 70 in the {pace of fix months. The father added, that 
the very fevere winter of 1756, and the Locufls in 1957, were the caules 
of this dreadful vifitation: for by reafon of the former, there were but few 
acres of land fown with corn; and by the latter, the imall crop they had, 
was in a great meafure deftroyed. ile {poke of the feverity of that winter 
in terms almoft incredible; that it was common to fee the peopie fall down 
dead in the flreets; that he himielf once on quitting a warm room, and 
going into the open air, fell down motionlefs, and that lis brother in attempt- 
ing to affift him, met with the fame fate. : 


This account of the effeéts of cold in the city of Diarbekir (which, ac- 
cording to an obfervation taken by Mr. /ms, lies only in 38° 22’ north) 
feems at firft very furprizing, but confidering that the place ftands on a 


* Our common journal fays, ‘* near 6o towers, and 16 Mo/ques with ftone Minarcts, and one 
with a large Dome; there are no guns mounted on the walls. To the eatt is an high hill which 
quite overlooks the city, and commands it. The other three fides are open to a fine large 
plain, part of which hath this year been fown with corn.” 
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rifing ground in the midft of an extenfive plain, and that the high Courdifian 
mountains lie to the fouth and eaft of it, and the /rmenian or Turcomanian 
to the north, whofe heads are always covered with fnow, and even now in 
Fuly fupply the city with ice; it will not appear at all improbable, that in 
a very fevere winter, fuch as was that in 1756, the inhabitants of this city 
fhould fo feverely feel the effects of it. Befides, fuel muft have been ex- 
tremely fcarce, efpecially among the poorer fort, as nothing of this kind is 
produced but upon the mountains, and ‘thefe lie at fuch a diftance, that the 


price of it muft thereby be greatly enhanced. 


This city has a good appearance; it is pleafantly fituated, the Zygris run- 
ning but at a {mall diftance from it. The bridge of ten arches is faid to 
have been built by the order of Alexander the Great. In the environs are 
many pleafant Villas with gardens, and rivulets running by them. There 
are alfo vineyards, of whole fruits the Chriflians make wine and fpirits. 
There is at this time a good deal of arable land round the place, but 
not a thoufandth part of what there might be, the foil being naturally 


very rich. 


This day, early in the morning, the Ba/ba with his retinue fet off from 
Diarkekir. We could not immediately follow him, being obliged to wait 
for provifions for the Aga and his fervants, for our beafts and horfes, and 
feveral neceffaries for ourfelves; fo that it was paft two in the afternoon 
before we began to march. In the mean time we wrote a letter to the 
hofpitable fathers, thanking them in the moft grateful terms for the re- 
peated acts of friendfhip they had conferred upon us, and defiring the fa- 
vour of their names, that we might not be tgnorant of the ptrfons to 
whom we were fo much obliced. We foon had the fatisfaction to receive 
an anfwer in French, of which the following is a tranflation. 


“* Gentlemen, Diarbekir, 24th, Fuly, 1758. 
‘J have received the honour of your letter, in which you thank us 
for the good offices which we have done you. We efteem them very 
trifling ae perfons of your diftinguifhed merit. We fhould have been 
happy had it been in our power to have rendered you fervices of more 
confequence; but we hope you will take the will for the deed. In re- 
fpect to our names, we are called, Father fofeph Marie of Cambray, Fa- 
ther Ives of Douay, Father Peter Francis of Tourain, Father Oener of Mau- 
beuge, and Brother Alexander of Orleans. ‘We are at prefent five here, 
but two of us muft foon go into Perfia, and we do not know on whom 
the lot may fall——We wifh you an happy journey, and are with all 
** pofhble refpect, 

‘© Gentlemen, 
** ‘Your moft humble, 
*“* and obedient fervants, 
‘ Father JostpH Maartc, 
“© of Cambray, Capuchin, &c. &c.” 
On 
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_ On finding that one of thefe reverend fathers bore my own name, I was 
not a little vexed that we had not given ourfelves the trouble to make the 
enquiry fooner. As he was the firft ftranger of the name of Ives I had 
ever met with, and as in conjunction with his brother miffionaries, he had 
rendered me the moft obliging offices, probably I fhould have been 
fond of belieying that I had difcovered a fimilitude of features in the 
face of Father Jves, with thofe of my own family, and have made myfelf 
happy in thinking that a confanguinity of but a few intervening genera- 
tions fubfifted between us. Perhaps I might even have carried my 
reverie fo far as to have concluded, that this relation of mine had been 
placed here by the particular defignation of providence on purpofe 
for my relief. But as the above recited letter did not arrive till we 
were juft fetting off, it never was in my power perfonally to know 
this name-fake of mine, or his ferviccs, more than thofe of the other 


fathers. 


At leaving Diarbekir, we were favoured with the fight of two fair 
and pretty women, whole curiofity led them to take a look at us, and who 
from fome motive or other, which it was impoffible for us to afcertain, were 
fo obliging as to uncover, and give us a full view of their faces. We took 
our leave of them, of Hallpoi, and Diarbekir, and travelled for fix hours 
over a rocky and defert country, abounding with thiftles and wild arti- 
chokes; our courfe upon the whole being from W.S. W. to W.N. W. 
differing two or three points. At eight we joined the Ba/ha, and continued 
on the fame {pot of ground where he was, without any covering, tll four 
o’clock the next morning. We found the air both tharp and damp. 
We then, in company with the Bafa and his Iittle army, renewed 
our march over rocky hills and dales. Our courfe was N. W. 4 W. 
W.S.W. S.W. and W. till about eleven o'clock, when we _ pitched 
our tents in a little valley near a running ftream of water. Here we 
tarried the whole day, and received a complaifant meflage from the 
Kahier, with a prefent of a good fheep, which to people in our cir- 
cumftances could not fail of being very acceptable: it was fenr by a 
fervant with a Chocarda attending him. We returned our thanks by our 


Aga. 


This day, for the firft time fince we left Eucland, we faw a wild goldfinch, 
which fettled upon a thiftle clofe to our tent, the fight of this little, agree- 
able fongfter gave us exquifite pleafure, owing to the fingle confideration 
that birds of this kind are inhabitants of Great Britatw. This thought, 
fet before our heated imaginations all thote gilded fcenes of delight, that 
we fuppofed were only to be found in that happy rezion - and which with 
wifhes bordering upon enthufiafm we were now pi.ying to enjoy. We 
panted for our Mother Country, that Natale Solum to patuetically decribed 
by the poets, and fo fenfibly tele by every human brealt after a long and 
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painful feparation *, We could not help looking upon this tuneful gold- 
finch, as a fellow citizen who had kindly fown thus far to bid us welcome, 
to raife our drooping fpirits, and fignify to us that we were drawing nearer 
to our native country, that land of liberty after which we had fo long and 
fo paffionately fighed. 


At twelve at night we decamped, and travelled till one in the afternoon 
over a very rocky, hilly country, that yielded litue befides thiftles, arti- 
chokes, and fome wild flowers, particularly the fingle white and red holy- 
hock. From ten in the morning till one in the afternoon, the heat of 
the fun was exceffive, and fatiguing to the laft degree. At eleven we pafied 
on our right the village Jnceffu, but it is fo large that it may more 
properly be ftiled a town. It has two Mo/ques, with brick minarets. Near 
this place I obferved with great pain a vaft number of fick, weak, and 
lame objets. Mr. Pye, with difficulty efcaped from being forced to ac& 
the phyfician and furgeon. Many of the poor wretches applied to him with 
gpreat carneftnefs, and would fcarce be fatished with his plea of ignorance. 
At one we encamped in a pleafant valley, near a good ftream of water. 


This day we met feveral travellers going to Diarbekir—A party, whom 
I took to be the governor and chiet people of Inceffz, came out to compli- 
ment the Bafoa: this great man, we believe Joitered near the village, in order 
that prefents might be made him, as he did not encamp tll near four. 


At half paft four this morning, we decamped, and went weft, and W. 
by S. for four hours and an half. Then we pitched our tents by a run 
of water, having before crofled two rivulets. ‘The road to-day was rather 
rough, though much fmoother than we found it yefterday. It afforded the 
fame kind of plants as were before noticed. 


The Bafba’s Harum, or fenale part of his train, confifts of three 
Takbt Revans, and five covered cages; all of them are ornamented ac- 
cording to the rank of his wives and their attendants, and clofely covered 
with fcarlet and other coloured cloths: They do not encamp till two 
or three hours after us. The Haram, and its body-guard, precede the 
Bafha about half an hour’s march. This great officer always enters the 
encampment with colours flying, and mufic playing, which is made up 


* Nefcio qua Natale Solum dulcedine captos 
Ducit, & immemores non finit effe fui. Ovinp. Epift. ex Ponto, lib. i. 


En unquam patrios longo poft tempore fines 
Pauperis & tuguri congeitum cefpite culmen, 
Polt aliquot, mea regna videns, mirabor ariftas ? 
Vire, Ecl. 1. 


Game 





cd 





6, ubi campi, 

Spercheofque, & virginibus bacchata Lacxnis 

Taygeta: 6, qui me gelidis in vallibus Ha:mi 

Siftat, & ingenti ramorum protegat umbra! 

Viac. Georgic. lib. ii. 
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of kettle-drums, trumpets, hautboys, and fifes—He is of the higheft rank 
and to exprefs his dignity has three horfe-tails carried in his train; one of 
which is always with the van-guard. 


Being in want of meat, and having but little money in our pockets, we 
were obliged to fend to the Kabier tor another fheep, which he readily 
ordered from the Bafba’s flaughter-tent. Our Age founded the Kahier about 
our quitting the Ba/ba’s train, and making the beft of our way to Aleppo. 
He would not confent to our taking this ftep at prefent, as robbers in {mall 
companies now infeft the roads; but gave us hopes however .of being per- 
mitted to leave the Bafba two days hence, taking with us a few troops for 
our guard. To-day Francifco borrowed ten fequins for us: We could 
not forbear uttering a thoufand bad wifhes on the head of Cojee Raphael, 
for having fo grofsly deceived us in the article of money, which above 
all others is the moft important in this country. He was to have fup- 
plied us with as much as we pleafed, by order and on the account of Mr. 
Shaw, to whom we brought unlimited letters of credit from our friends 
Mefirs. Ffough and Spencer at Bombay; but for reafons beft known to 
himfelf, though he accepted of the credit, and often declared that we fhould 
have every thing from him that we could poffibly need, yet was fo cru- 
elly treacherous as to fend us off almoft pennylefs, advancing only 500 
piaftres, affuring us at the fame time that 300 would be quite enough. But 
what fets the deceitfulnefs of this man in a ftronger light, is, that in 
a converfation which he had with our ga on the fubject, before we left 
Baghdad, he exprefsly told him, that it was neceffary we fhould carry with 
us 1000 or 1200 piaftres; which fum, by woful experience, we now find 
is the Jeaft we ought to have had, It is therefore manifeft, that he knowingly 
deceived us, and thereby totally cancelled all the obligations we owed him 
for his other fervices. 





We fet out this morning at half paft two o’clock, and travelled feven 
hours on a good road over a fertile country, or what at leaft might be 
made fo, if properly cultivated. In our whole way from Diardbekir, we 
have had on our right, to the northward, the Turcomanian mountains. 
This morning we joined a nation of moving Arads, with their families and 
numerous flocks: the latter were made up of the fineft fheep, and moft 
hairy goats I ever beheld. We ufed a thoufand entreaties to prevail on the 
owners of them to fell one of each fort, but could not fucceed. The 
tails of the fheep were furprizingly large and unwieily; they could not 
weigh lefs than from 20 to 40 pounds each, and were made up of very 
fine fat. A few years ago I faw fome fheep with very large tails in Bar- 
dary, but never any of equal fize with thefe, whofe weight was fuch, that 
the poor creatures could not run; they only walked, or rather waddled; 
and their very heads inclined backwards, probably owing to their enor- 
mous tails. The he-goats belonging to this rad flock, had horns as 

22 | long 


1758. 
ott tee 


July 28. 


1758. 


WIENISERAH, 


[ 354 ] 


Jong as a deer’s, and in form not much unlike them. _ Their hair too was. 
very long, and yet a little curling, reaching from their fides almoft down 
to the ground, like a fine, flowing robe *. One of thefe, which was. 
likewife adorned with an-unufual length of beard, went at the head of the 
flock of fheep, and carried a bell about its neck. T hefe Arabs were jutt 
come out of the Armenian mountains, and for the fake of better pafturage,. 
were moving towards the banks of the Euphrates. 


About eight o’clock we left on our right the ruins of a village called 
Meniferab, which is the laft in the province of Diarbekir. About two miles. 
to the fouthward of thefe ruins, there is another village of the fame name 
which is inhabited, but this laft isin the diftrit of Urfa +; fo that after 
we had paffed by the ruins we immediately entered into Urfa’s Bapbalic. 

This. 


* This feems to be the gout fpoken of by Monfr. Tournefort in his journey to Pocar- 
and Angora. ** They breed ({ays he) the finefl goats in the world in the champaign of Angora. 
They are of a dazzling white; and their hair, which is finc as filk, naturally curled in locks. 
ef eight or nine inches long, is worked up into the fineft ftutfs, efpecially camlet. The thread. 
made of this goat’s hair is fold from four livres to twelve or fifteen livres the Ogue; there is 
{ome fold even for twenty or five-and-twenty crowns. the Ogue; but this is only made up into 
camlet for the ufe of the Grand Seignior’s Seraglio.” TouRNEFORT, vol. ili, p. 301. 


+ Urfa, Orfa, Orpha, or Ourfa; antient Eaefa, in the latitude of 36°, about 60 miles 
eaft from the river Euphrates, at the head of the river Scirias, in a-fruitful well-cultivated, and: 
pleafant champain: a city fo confiderable, as by fome to be accounted the chief of.the pro-. 
vINCe.. 

Orfa, fays Rauwolf, with its caftle, is fituated very pleafantly.on a-hill; the town is pretty 
Jarge, and well provided with fortifications, The inhabitants deal'in tapeftry of divers forts, 
whereof fome are made here. There is alfo a very good factory of trade from Aleppo, Dama/-. 
cus, and Conffantinople, for Caramet, which is five days journey from it, and thence fold into. 
Perfia, India, Sc.—A plentiful well near the town is called Abrabam’s, and thewn to Rrangers, 
as that to which Refecca went to water her flock, (Gcnefis, chap. 24.) and upon that belief 
it is held in great honour, | | 
* & #* K % R&R HF FH KH HR HH RH 


Ourfa is the capital of Me/opotamia, furrounded with walls of free-ftone, and provided with: 
battlements and towers, feated in a good foil, producing wine, and affords pleafant gardens, 
which are watered by channels brought by art. The houfes in the town are finall, ill built,, 
and fo ruinous, that in fome places, it looks more like a defert, than a metropolis. 


The city is governed by a Bajba, who has under him one hundred and fifty Fanifaries,. 
and fix hundred Spahis. Great quantities of the red Turdi/e leather are dreffed here, the- 
water of this place giving ita particular beauty. = Tavernier. 

* * * * * * * * * %* * &€ & & 

Edeffa was {fo ancient.a place, that in Jfdore’s time, Nimrod was named as its founder,. 
Under she Romans it was the capital of O/frohene, which was the northern part of Me/opo-. 
tamia; fubje& to its own prince in our Saviour’s time,.to whom he is faid to have written, 
a lettcr declaring faith in him, and defiring his prefence to cure-him of a difeafe, 

It was the fee of an archbifhop, and in the holy war: fubject to the Chrifians, with the 
country around it, By the Greeks, this city was named Calliroe, from the fair fountains. By, 
the Latins, it was fometimes called Zufinopolit, from the emperor Juin who re-edified it. By, 
the Arabians it is called Roca and.Orrabao. | 
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"This capital city is diftant from hence five hours journey, lying S. W. 
of us. | | 


At half paft nine in the morning, we encamped in the moft pleafant vale 
we had met with on this fide Diarbekir, fhaded by willow and poplar trees, 
interfected with runs of water, and covered with grafs and flowering fhrubs. 
Being told that there was a mifunderftanding between our Ba/ba and that of 
Urfa, and therefore we fhould not pafs through that city; it was thought 
expedient by us to write a letter laft night in Mr. Dotdge’s name, to the 
European Chriftian miffionaries at Urfa, begging them to make enquiry for 
a meffenger, who we imaginc. muft have arrived there with an anfwer 
to a letter we had addreffed to Conful Drummond while we lay at Nifdin: 
we requefted the fathers, if they found out the meffenger, to fend him back 
with Mr. Drummond’s an{wer to Bir or Birjoup, a place we fhould be fure to 
touch at.—We fent this letter by a perfon going to Urfa, who had accom- 
panied the Ba/ba thus tar from Diarbekir. 


At half paft three in the morning we decamped, and fet off with fome 
of the firft of the Rajha’s people. After about three hours travelling over 
a hilly, fancy country, we arrived at a moft delightful plantation of walnut, 
willow, and poplar trees, which lay in a vale, where were many black-berry 
bufhes, and a refrefhing ftream of water ran through it. For about two 
hours we fkirted the outfide of this pleafant covert, and then got to 
the place where the Ba/ba intended to encamp for the day,, greatly difap- 
pointed to find our flage fo fhort, and yet partly reconciled to it, feeing we 
were to reft on fo fweet a {pot.—Our courfe to-day was W.S. W. and S. W, 
but we got forward on our journey only nine miles. Near to the valley 
where we now are, Is fome ground cultivated by the Arabs, and over the 
rivulet ftands a water-mill. The valley 1s called Pajfellekew, and the 
neighbouring village, Hanwab. We have feen many Terapins of late, and 
a few Storks. Within the neighbouring grove are many gold-finches, and 
other finging birds. 


As the Bafba travels fo much flower than we chufe to do, and as by this 
delay we were apprehenfive of not arriving foon enough at Scanderoo to 
embark in the fhips which fail from thence about this time to Lugland, we 
defired our ga to wait upon the Kahier, and folicit his good offices with 


Dr. Heylin fuppofed it to be Charan or Buran, whither dtrabam removed with his father 


and family, when they departed from Ur. But according to Gelius, Niger, and others, Charan, 
which was at the fame time called Charre by the Romans, and notable tor the defeat and death 
of Craffus, ftood more north, 4o miles diftant from hence. 

Edeffa is remembred in the Roman hiftory for the death of the emperor Caracalla, by the 
hand of Macrinus. The firit taking of it by the Saracens was in the year 637. Prince Baldicity 
brother to Godfrey of Bullcign, got poticifion of it in 1097, and the Turds retook itin 1142, 

* Mouw’s Geography of Mefopotamia. 
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the Bafoa to grant us ah efcort, and that we may be permitted to make the 
beft of our way to Bir in the beginning of the night. Our 4g¢ undertook 
the commiffion with reluctance, but we pofitively infifted upon his doing it. 
A little after noon, our Age was fent for by the Kabjer: We took it for 
eranted that his intention in fending for him was to deliver to him the Bafha’s_ 
permiffion for our going forwards, and we made ourfelves not a little happy 
at the thoughts of it; but at his return, we had the mortification to learn 
that he was fent for to prefent the Kabier’s compliments to the Exgli gentle- 
men, and to defire the favour of them to fpare one of their Takbt Revans, 
for the ule of a fick Cadi. The Aga, without waiting for an anfwer from 
us, replied, “* All applications of that fort would be in vain, becaufe one 
of the two Takht Revans was, and had been for fome time, totally given up 
to the fervice of their fick European fervants; therefore, but ont remained 
for the relicf of the five gentlemen, who were not themfelves in the beft 
ftate of health, and moreover were quite unaccuftomed to ride in the 
ee Kabhier feeing the great impropriety of the meffage, thought fit. 
to drop it. 


Our Aga did not negle& this favourable opportunity of talking to the 
minifier about our proceeding immediately to Aleppo. He fet before him 
in the ftrongeft light the neceflity we were under of getting to Scanderoon 
as foon as poffible, and be:-ged his intereft with the Bafaa to-permit us to 
depart with a proper eicort for Aleppo; making it plainly appear to him, 
by that means we fhould fave a great deal of what otherwife would be loft 
time: for he obferved, if allowed to proceed by ourfelves, we could with 
great eafe get to Bir in one ftage (being only eight hours journey) which 
the Bafha with his numerous retinue would make two of at leaft; and the 
whole way from Bir to Aleppo, would take us only three days, whereas. 
Abdallah Bafba (exclufive of the time he continued at Bir) could not per- 
form it in lefs than four. In anfwer to all this, the Aadzer ftarted many 
objections; the principa] were, the roads being infefted with robbers, and 
the faral confequences that might enfue fhould we chance to be attacked by 
them. He dcfired the 4zga however to cali upon him again in the even- 
ing, by which time, he told him, he fhould be able to acquaint him more 
fully with the Bafba’s fentiments. | 


Early in the evening we hurried the Aga away, and by fix he returned 
with a pofitive refufal from the Ba/ha, who pleaded in excufe for his non- 
compliance with our requeft, that the roads were full of deferters from the 
Rafha of Urfa’s foldiery, who having quarrelled with their mafter had turned 
robbers; and that the Bafa himfelf in confequence of their mutiny, had 
withdrawn himfelf from Urfa, where he apprehended his life to be in danger, 
and had retired to Bir, as a place of fafety. He added, that we were 
under his own immediate protection by a very particular recommenda- 
tion from Solyman Bafka, and therefore that he. was anfwerable for all the 
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ill confequences that might attend any indifcreet procedure. Thoroughly 
mortified by this cruel detention, wearied almoft to death by the length and 
fatigue of our journey, anxious to arrive at Aleppo, and not crediting one 
half of what had been told us, of the dangers of the road ; we in plain terms 
told our Aga that we were determined to go on by ourfelves without a guard, 
and to run all rifks; the greateft of which we looked upon as nothing, com- 
pared to the hazard we ran of lofing our paffage from Scanderoon to Eng- 
land, by the unaccountably flow progrefs we at prefent made. We ureed 
alfo the importance of our public difpatches, and peremptorily infifted on 
fetting out this very night. 


The converfation exceedingly alarmed the Aga, who with the moft vifible 


marks of concern, told us, that if we were refolved to take this ftep, it 
would be out of his power to go with us, for the Bafba’s orders were pe- 
remptory, and fhould he prefume to break through them, the inevitable 
confequence muft be the lofing of his head. We rejoined, that however 
forry we fhould be to leave hin behind us, yet in the prefent cafe we thought 
ourfelves obliged fo to do; but for his indemnification with the Bajfbas 
Solymax and Abdallab, we would write him a letter, which was as follows : 


« Sit, 
«© The bufinefs we are upon in refpect to the king our matter is fo pref- 


* fing, and the hazard we run of miffing the opportunity of an Englijb 


“ fhip ot war failing from Scanderoon, fo great, that we are obliged to ac- 


* guaint you, we muft run all rifks, and get to Aleppo as foon as poffible. 
‘Uf the Bafba theretore will not permit us to have a guard, which we 
‘ defire you again to folicit, we muft this night fet off by ourfelves for 


~ 


a 


“ Bir, We write this to you for our juftification to all whom it may con- 
“ cern, but particularly our own Kizg. 


To Aca AMmaDa. “ We are, Sir, 
“ &c. &c.” 


We ordered our interpreter to explain this letter to the ga, and to ex- 
prefs to him the lively fenfe we had of his great care over us during the 
whole journey, affuring him withal, that on his arrival at Aleppo, we fhould 
take him by the hand as our good friend, and fhew him the fame token of 
our thankfulnefs, as if he had accompanied us thither, but if we fhould 
have quitted that city before his arrival, we would not fail to leave with 
Conful Drummond the proper mark of our gratitude, from whofe hands he 
would be fure to receive it. This gave him an opportunity of minutely en- 
quiring into the exact value of our intended prefent, which he did not omit, 
faying, ‘“‘ How fhall I be able to judge of your contul’s nghtly delivering 
the identical fum you are fo kind as to intend me ?”—-We withheld from 


him the entire gratification of his wifhes in this refpect, for fome little {pace, 
| and 
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and only anfwered in general, that the Briti/> conful was a man of honour. 
We prefently added however, that for his future fecurity we fhould leave a 
letter at Aleppo addreffed to him, which, on his producing to So/yman Bafba, 
would not only juftify his whole conduct towards us, but alfo exprefs our 
thanks for his fervices, and intreat his acceptance of certain tokens of our 
efteem. He feemed to pay great attention to this declaration, and made 
fome civil returns to ic, by an eafy inclination of his body, bur ftill fuch a 
fhare of diffidence fat on his brow, that we evidently faw his heart was 
not perfeéily at eafe. Knowing the inordinate thirft which even the beft 
among the Turks have for money, and actuated befides by the real regard 
which we had for the man, we could not defer any longer telling him, that 
our prefent would not fall fhort of 500 piaftres.— After this he appeared 
very well fatisfied. 


We then defired him to fend for the Méocha and Takht-revan-gee. When 
they came, we gave them to underftand, that we intended to fet off this 
very night at twelve o’clock for Bir without the Bafba, and ufed every 
argument we could thinl: of to perfuade them to go with us. But they too 
raifed a thoufand difficulties, telling us, that exclufive of the rifk they ran 
of lofing their mules, which were not their own, they did not dare to pro- 
ceed without the 4ga, efpecially after what had paffed between him and 
the Kabier. Upon their refulal, we held a fhort confultation among our- 
jelves, and refolved to requeft the Aga to go immediately to the Kabier with 
our moft refpectful compliments, befeeching him to give us leave to wait 
upon him with our interpreter. He would fain have poftponed it till the morn- 


ing, reafoning with great propriety on the unfeafonablenefs of the hour for 


waiting upon a man of his rank; but we were not now to be put off, plead- 
ing in our turn the abfolute neceffity we were under of not lofing another 
moment of time: he at laft yielded, taking with him Francifco. They did 
not return till paft ten, and then, only with the minifter’s compliments 
and prayers, that we would reft fatished, and acquiefce in his and the 
Bafba’s wholefome advice. He defired them to affure us, the road was 
extremely dangerous, and that our requeft could not be granted with- 
out the moft apparent hazards; adding, that 1f we were robbed, it would re- 
flect great difhonour not only upon dbdallah Bafba who had taken us under 
his protection, but alfo on Solyman Bafba who had fo ftrongly recommended 
us; and befides, the difference of time between going by ourfelves, or 
with the Bafba, could not now be very great, and he hoped no kind of 
Jofs or inconvenience would artis from tt. 


We were obliged to put up with the difappointment, and fo repofed 
ourfelves once more on our cots ; it being impracticable for us to fet off, as 
the Kabier by this time had denounced a punifhment of the fevereft kind 
on all our country attendants who fhould prefume to go with us. Ttowever, 
we had taken care to difpatch a meffenger to Bir, with orders to look 
out for the man with Mr. Drummond’s expected anfwee ; and fhould he find 
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him, he was dire¢ted to return to us immediately; if not, to wait there 
all our arrival, with or without the Bajfba. 


Early this morning, Abdallah Bafba himfelf fent for our Aga, and talked 
with him a great deal on the prefent fituation of our affairs. He concluded 
in the fame ftrain as his Kabier had done the preceding night, ‘ that he 
neither could, nor would confent to our going one finger’s length before him.” 
On the contrary, he defired, that during our future march, we would take 
care to keep more in the body of his guards than we had hitherto done, 
for the times were exceedingly perilous. The ga foon returned to us, 
and delivered the Bajba’s meflage. He was accompanied (agreeable to an 
order given by Abdallah) by three other perfons: the one was a filver-ftaff 
officer, the other a Cbriffian of his houlehold, and the third a foldier. 
The two firft were directed to bee that we would have patience, and 
put confidence in the Baj/ha’s care of us; to affure us that nothing but 
the real concern he had for our fafety, prevented his giving us his per- 
miffion to proceed; that the whole country was full of danger, and that 
a hundred foldiers would not be fufficient to protect us, there being more 
than two hundred deferters from the Bafba of Urfa’s troops, between whom 
and their late commander there was now an open war. As a proof of 
the truth of this repreientation, the Baba had ordered the foldier to attend. 
us, who this very morning had come from Urfa, and confirmed the ac- 
count in every particular. 


We had ali the reafon in the world to believe, that the Chri/tian was joined 
with the other two, not only on the prefumption that his word would gain. 
ereater credit with us than that of a Muffulinan, but becaufe this was the 
very man who at the requeft of the fathers, had fupplied us with caf. In 
the courfe of our converfation with thefe perfons, we were informed, that 
the Bafba, on hearing of the precipitate meafures we were taking, had once 
propofed that Francifco our fervant and interpreter fhould be fent for to re- 
ceive the Baftinado, on the prefumption that he had been chiefly inftrumentad 
in periuading. us to fet off by ourfelves. We appeared to fmile at this ac- 
count, and told the Turks, that we were very ture a perfon of the Bajba’s. 
dignity and politenefs could never think of carrying into execution fuch 
a ftep, therefore we took for granted that if it was propofed, it was only 
in jett. 


They obferved' in reply, that the Bafha had told them, he was educated 
at Conftantinople, and had the honour of being a Vizier to the Grand Seig- 
nior, from which happy circumftances he had frequent opportunities of be- 


coming acquainted with the genius and tempers of the Exg//b nation, which. 


he knew to be fo amiable in every refpeét, that he was entirely convinced 
we had never withftood his intreaties, if this fervant who was an Aleppean, 
and a fubject to the Emperor, had interpreted with integrity all he was com- 
manded to let us know. We affured them, that he was an inoffenfive = 
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honeft man, and to the beft of our belief had always executed his commif- 
fion with fidelity. We defired them alfo to reprefent to the Bafa, that 
though we had the moft lively and grateful fenfe of his great concern for 
our welfare, yet we could not but regret every hour that did not fet us 
forwards in our way to Aleppo: we therefore through them, again befeeched 
him to grant us a little efcort, with which we would willingly venture our 
perfons and effects. The officer peremptorily replied, that we mult not go. 
Prefently he added, that the Bajba had propofed our fending an exprefs 
from hence to the Briti/h con{ful at Scanderoon, requetting him to detain any 
one of the King’s fhips that happened to be there; and that the Ba/ba him- 
felf would write a letter, informing the Conful at-A/eppo how defirous we 
were to get forwards in our journey, but how impoffible it was for him to 
comply with our defires. We begged the officer and his companions to 
make our acknowledgments to the Baha for this farther inftance of his 
kindnels, but added, that we had already written to the Conful, who we 
made not the leaft doubt would do every thing in his power to ferve us; yet 
we knew likewife fo much of the nature of the orders given to the cap- 
tains of our fhips of war, that nothing was fuffcient to prevail on them 
to tarry for even a fingle day. We concluded, with defiring them to 
make the Bafba acquainted with our thanks, and our intreaties to be 
gone. Before they took leave they obferved, that the difference of rime 
between our going by ourfelves, or accompanying the Bafa, would be 
only two days, owing to the Bafha of Urfa’s being arrived at Bir; for 
that would prevent our great-man from tarrying fo long there as he other- 
wife intended. 


In the evening two {mall plates of ready-dreffed victuals were fent us 
from the Bajba’s cookery-tent. This fcanty fupply was intended for our- 
felves; at the fame time a certain allowance of bread, Ghee, &c. was fent 
to our Ava, and his people. As we knew not by whofe order thefe things 
came, we defired our 4ga to make enquiry ; for it they were a prefent from 
the Baba or Kahier, we very well knew that their directions in refpeét to the 
quantity, muft have been but ill executed; if they came from any inferior 
perfon, we were defirous he fhould be acquainted that we could reveive no 
more from him, though we were obliged to him for his good will, and 
fhould not be unmindful on our arrival at Aleppo, of any civilities that were 
either done, or intended us on the road. 


To divert our prefent melancholy in fome degree, we took a walk in the 


plantation before us, where, befides the trees and bufhes already mentioned, we 


found the apple and plumb-tree. The ftrawberry plant alfo flourifled here 
in great abundance. Soon after we had finifhed our walk, we received a mef- 
fage from the Baba, that to prevent any indecorum or infult being offered to 
our perfons in the night, he had thought it neceflary to order fix or eight 
foldiers to attend us at our tents. We immediately ordered our g¢ to 
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wait upon the Kabier, and to demand the real meaning of fo unufual a = 1758. 
guard. At his return, he told us, we were to look upon it as an addi- ““Wwm=™~ 
tional mark of the Bafba’s refpect and care for us, who had alfo conde- 

icended fo far as to direct the particular order of our march. In the even- 

ing we found this to be in the rear of what he moft valued, his Women 

and his Treafure. By this extraordinary teftimony therefore of the Ba/ha’s 
kindnefs, we were in reality his prifoners; it not being in our power now 

to leave him, how much foever our inclinations might prompt us to do 

it. 


We refumed our march at nine in the evening; travelled weft, and va- Monday 
rious other courfes, but upon the whole about S. W. near 32 miles in 12 July 3% 
hours, over a barren, hilly country, and not at a greater diftance than 12 
or 14 miles from the Armenian mountains, which run almoft eaft and weft. 

We were told yefterday, that we were only eight hours journey from Bir, 
but we have travelled twelve hours, and have ftill another journey to 
make |! 


We paffed by feveral fra burial-grounds, and three or four ruined vil- 
lages and forts, fituated on eminences; one of thele has two fmall ftone- 
gateways remaining. Now and then we came to a little patch of ground 
Jown with Indian corn. At nine we encamped by the fide of a run of 
water, on the declivity of a hill called Cortocoar. The villages all around Cortocoar- 
us are deferted, the J/rabian inhabitants having removed themfelves and hill. 
their effects, through an apprehenfion ot tuieir being taken from them by 
the rapaciouinets of our foldiery, or the extortion of our great men. No 
flocks, not a fingle fheep is to be feen! we have no victuals to eat! and 
are almoft ripe for mutiny, upon account of our forcible detention, which 
we think has its rife more in vain-clory, mixed with a little felf-interetted 
policy, than from any real apprehentfion the Ba/ba entertains of our bang 
in danger, were he to fend us away under a proper efcort. 


At five inthe evening, we fent our ga to the Kabier to lay our necef- 
fities again before him, and to defire either a frefh fupply of provifions, or 
Jeave to haften by ourtelves to Bir. Our Aga returned with the minifter’s 
moit cesemonious compliments, and expreffions of forrow tor our uncom- 
fortable firuation, declaring at the fame time, tl.at tue Bafba and all his at- 
tendants laboured under the fame fcarqty of food, but that he would deny 
himielf the {canty pittance that was allotted him, and fend us a couple of 
plates of dreffed meat from his own family. Thele were foon after conveyed 
to our tents, and though they barely ferved to take off the keen edge of my 
brother-travellers appetites, yet we looked upon them as infallible marks 
of the Kabjer’s humanity and politenefs. For my own part, 1 fuffered but 
very bittle upon this occafion, not having as yet fo far recovered my ap- 
petite, as to feel in any great degree the painful fenfation of hunger, 
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At one the next morning, we fet off again, and travelled five hours 
over rocky hills. The firft two hours our courfe was W. S. W. the two 
fucceeding ones S. W. and 8. S. W. and the Jaft hour S, which brought 
us to the city of Bir, or Birjoup (as it is called by the inhabitants) which is 
fituated on the eaftern bank of the river Euphrates, again{t the fide of a very 
high, chalky hill. . It is about fix hundred yards in length, and has five or 
fix Mofques with ftone Minarets. ‘The buildings in general are in a ruinous 
condition, which with the craggy hills around, afford a picturefque and ro- 
mantic profpect. The tops of thele hills are covered with vineyards, as 
indeed are moft of the environs of the city, but we could not difcover 
any corn-lands. 


The city is defended by two caftles; one ftands by the river’s fide, the 
other on the top of the hill, From this laft, two fmall guns were fired in 
honour of the arrival of ddallab Bafba, wh entered and rode through the 
city on horfeback, attended by his own train, and by the Bafha ot Urfa, who. 
went out of the place to meet him. There being no bridge here, and only 
three ferry-boats, which were all employed in tranfporting the Bajfha’s Haram 
and retinue, foldiers and baggage, we had little hopes of getting acrofs the 
river for fome time, and therefore feated ourfelves on fome ruins that Jay in 
the ditch before the town; but the Bafba riding by, and iceing us and 
our baggage in the open ftreet, immediately called our dga to him, and 
fiernly demanded, ‘* Why the Englj/h gentlemen were thus fhame- 
fully treated ?” Upon his being told the reafon, he gave him the ftricteft 
orders, and commanded his own officers to take particular care, that the 
boats fhould be no more employed in his fervice ull we and all our bageage 
were wafted over to the other fide. This was the firft time we had ever 
feen the Bafa, and it muft be owned that his whole behaviour upon this 
eccafion was truly humane and polite. Our Aga kiffed the hem of his gar- 
ment, and we bowed after our manner, which he returned with a fmall 
bending of the cheft, and a vifible complacency of countenance. He was. 
about fixty years of age, feemed active, and had a very long flaxen beard. 
The Kahier, who immediately followed the Ba/ba, faluted us alfo with great 
freedom and good-nature. 


It was about nine in the morning when we paffed over the Ewphrates. 
for the fecond time ; and thus quitted Me/fopotamia and entered Syria. The 
river is here not more than 150 yards over, now, but in the winter-months,. 
or after great rains, and the melting of the fnow in the mountains, it muft 
be at leaft twice as broad, which is very vifible from its prefent dry bed.. 
It fupplies the inhabitants of Bir with a great variety of exceeding fine filh.. 
We got here fheep, eggs, bread, and a few grapes, but no wine or fpi- 
rituous liquors. 


It 1s fomewhat remarkable, that the burial-ground belonging to the city 
of Bir, is on the Syrian fide of the river: poffibly it may be owing to the 
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ground on which the town is built, being of fo rocky a nature as not to 
admit of graves being dug in it, but with the utmoft difficulty. It was 
upon this {pot that we © pitched our tents, from whence we had a full view 
of the city; but as its houfes are built of a white, chalky ftone, which 
bears the fame colour with the neighbouring hills and foil, we could not 
eafily diftinguifh the one from the other. Here we had the mortifica- 
tion to learn, that the two men’ whom we had diipatched from Nifbix 
with a letter to Mr. Drummond at Aleppo, had between Urfa and Bir, fallen 
in with a party of Samjacks, who in a great rage had defaced our letter, 
and carried the mefflengers up into their mountains, where after feverely 
whipping them, they at “length fuffered them to depart. Thefe unfortunate 
men it feems did not arrive at Bir till yefterday, and after ftaying a few 
hours fet out for Aleppo; fo that all our hoyes of getting fpeedy intelligence 
from Mr. Drummond are at an end. 


At a quarter before three this morning, we decamped from the banks of 
the Luphrates, having the Ba/ba’s ladies and treafure before us, and travelled 
W.S. W. and S. W. for tour hours and half, over a hilly, rugged coun- 
try, abounding in chalk and ftones. At fix we paffed over a bridge with 
three arches, and difcovered a pretty looking village on our right called 
Mazar, which had many trees about, and on the hills beyond it: At half 
pat feven we pitched our tents in a pleafant valley under the fhade of a 
walnut-tree, with a pomegranate at our fide, and an agreeable plantation of 
peach, almond, apple, and other trees around us. From this fpot, we dif- 
patched one of our Takbt-Aevan men with a second letter to Mr. Drummond. 
He engaged to deliver it to-morrow at fun-rife, and to meet us on the road 
with an aniwer. 


Our Aga has juft given us all ereat fpirits, by acquaintine us that we are 
to keep the Bopha company only t this and to-morrow night’s ftare.  After- 
wards we are to have liberty to make the be(t of our way. We learnt alfo 
this evening by a traveller from Aleppo, that a malignant fever had ’tll 
lately mightily prevailed in that city, and carried off many of the in- 
habitants: He added, that bread was at fo high a price, that the poorer 
people were almoit fiarved. 


At a quarter before two this morning, we took our former ftation, behind 
the ladies, and marching off travelled a winding courfe for two Kaus: We 
paffed quite through the village of Mazar, which has two Mo/ques with Mi- 
narets; then went a S. W. by W. courfe for two hours and half more, over 
a good, but much neglected fotl, and. at length pitched our tents in a 
well cultivated plain, at the caft fide of an artilicial mount, on which a 
caitle once ftood,. and around’ it a town named Sajuera. This is much fuch 
another mount as that at Kercoote, only not quite to large. From the top of 
it you have a commanding pro{pect of a fine extenfive country with two or 
three villages ; were the lands about them green with Indian corn or Natchive. 
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A river called alfo Sajuera runs through the plain, which greatly added to 
the fcenery of the landfcape. 


Some ruins on the fummit of the mount are ftill vifible, particularly on 
the weft fide, where you plainly difcover the pillars of a portal to the 
caftle, which were made of bluifh hard ftones about five feet in length, 
and two in thicknefs. On one of them placed at the right hand as you 
enter the gateway of the eaftern fide of the ruins, and nine feet from the 
oround, fome ancient characters were apparent, though now fomewhat 
cffaced.—They are copied in the annexed copper-plate. On the north 
fide of this gate-way, are two or three arches, which appear to have been 
formerly paffages to fo many apartments: ‘hey are built of the fame hard 
large ftones as thofe which compote the portal, and are cemented together 
with a moft durable mortar, in the compofition of which I obferved many 
{mall ftones. We were told, that this mount and town were formerly 
in the poffeMion of Chriftians, but 1 am apprehenfive that the Tarks, 
from whom we receive our information, make ufe of the words Chri/- 
tianus and Europeans as fynonimous terms; fo whether they mean Euro- 
peans who lived before the times of Chriflianity, or thofe who formed the 
Crufades in the twelfth Century, is difficult to determine. 


At fix this morning, the principal men of another village juft by us, 
and called allio Sajuera, paffed on towards our rear, in order to pay their 
comphments to the Bafba. Thefe gentlemen were all armed and on 
horfeback, attended by a perfon carrying a pair of colours. About eight 
o’clock, near forty of the chief people of leppo came alfo into camp, 
with their horfes very richly caparifoned. Their bufinefs is alfo to. com- 
pliment the Bafha on his drawing nigh to their city. They have been four 
days on the road, and had waited many hours in this willage for his 
arrival. 


We defired our interpreter to make our compliments to one of them, 
and to enquire of him the true ftate of affairs at Aleppo and Scanderoon. 
The gentleman he fpoke to, was fo complaifant as to wait upon us imme- 
diately at our tent. We entertained him in the cuftomary method of the 
country, with a whiff or two of tobacco from the /rgile tube, and a difh 
of coffee without fugar. He confirmed the account we had before received 
of a malignant fever having raged at dleppa, but added, that its effects 
had not been very fatal. He told us, that conful Drummond was his tenant, 
and was very well, but he knew nothing of his intention of foon quitting 
this country for England; for from an. intimation given by Mr. Drummond 
in a letter to Mr. Garden at Baghdad, we had flattered ourfelves with 
the hope of having him for our fellow-traveller. ‘bhe Turki gentle- 
man faid farther, that there were fome Enghf fhips now at Scanderooy 
taking in their cargo, but when they intended to fail he could not rake 
wpon him to fay. He knew nothing for certain in relation to the ftate of 
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affairs between the Engh and French nations, but recollected to have heard 
the chief Turki/b officer of the cuftoms lately declare, that there were great 
hopes of a peace being foon concluded between them, confequently fhips 
would come to Alexandretta more frequently, and with lefs interruption, 
than they had done of late. For better information, he recommended us to 
the Kahier of the late Bafha, who came alfo into the camp this morning, 
Upon our afking him fome queftions relative to the robbers, he anfwered 
without hefiration, that the road to Aleppo was tolerably fafe for travellers ; 
but afterwards, on our ga holding a private converfation with him, and 
(as we fufpect) checking him for the favourable account he had given us, 
he prefently changed his note, and added, that it would by no means be 
advifeable for us to travel by ourfelves, 


Having advanced only 13 or 14 miles to-day, and ftill lefs yefterday, we 
are quite wearied out, and have loft all patience. As an additional morti- 
fication, we now hear, that inftead of being permitted to proceed by our- 
felves after this night’s ftage, as promifed, we are to be detained till after 
the Ba/ba comes into camp to-morrow. Our liquors too are all drank up, fo 
that we are now reduced to drink the pure element of our firft parents ; a moft 
uncomfortable beverage to keep up the fpirits of worn-out travellers, and 
who for fo many years have been ufed to the more generous and exhilarating 
juice of claret and madeira. With refpect to our food, we are in much the 
fame, if not a more uncomfortable fituation ; fometimes we have nothing 
at all to eat, and if by chance we are favoured with a fupply from 
the Ba/ha’s kitchen, it is only of a little mutton juft killed, and fo indif- 
ferently dreffed, that we are fcarce able to {wallow a bit. However, all of 
us except M'‘Into/h, have recovered our long-loft appetites ; but this circum- 
{tance, which a few weeks fince would have been efteemed a bleffing, is 
now become a real misfortune. As we have no other refource left but 
getting to the end of our journey as foon as poffible, we are all impatient 


to make the experiment, even at the expence of hazarding the Ba/ba’s dif-- 


pleafure. Francifco, whom we had fent to the late Bafba’s Kahier for in- 
telligence, brought us a confirmation of fome Lxgifh fhips being ftill’ at 
Scanderoon. 


At half paft feven in the evening, we were moft agreeably furprized with 

the following letter from Aleppo. 7 
Aleppo, 2d Auguft, 1758. 

ce 5 IR 

“« THIS day, about an hour and half before noon, your letter of 
“ the 16th of Fuly, from Nifidiz, was brought te me. The cover of it was 
“© torn, but enough of it remained to fhew it was intended for me. I 
‘© cannot pretend to fay that the receipt of it gave me pleafure. No, Sir, 
‘“‘ it gave me an excefs of pain, and I figured to myfelf a variety of ugly 
“ circumftances, which I fhall not give you the trouble to read. Now, L 
“ cannot 
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cannot but blefs God that you are fafe, and that I have a reafonable 
profpect of feeing you at Aleppo, freed from a thoufand inconveniences, 
and as happy as I, and the other gentlemen here, can make you. 


“© T fhall not at prefent lofe a moment in telling you news, only that 
our convoy, and three other men of war, are in thefe feas. I purpofe 
going in one of them, but when, is a queftion that cannot eafily be 
anfwered ; becaufe the plague now rages at Smyrna, and no patent can 
be acquired till forty days after it fhall ceafé, In the mean time, be you 
perfectly eafy. —I will think for you, in the beft way I can.—You fhall 
hear all I have to fay; and may then purfue my beft mee or a better 
of your own. 

“© Don’t let your brother-travellers fear. God ever love them ! 
they too fhall have lodgings, &c. &c.—I fhall thank you for your polite- 
neis and goodnefs * towards me at Merdim, when I have the happinels 
to embrace you at this place. 

“* The bearer of this goes the dirc&t road to Bir. Should he find you 
to-day or to-morrow, he may be fent back with a note from you. I hope 
no accident can have detained you at Bir, or at any other place before 
you got there. Pleafe to give the meflenger fome Paras to purchafe bread, 
for thefe people are afraid of carrying more money about them than is 
abfolutely neceffary. 


“© My family falute you and your good company; as for myfelf, you 
may be affured that 1 am, with great fincerity, 


“ Dear Sir, 
© Your moft obedient, 


“ humble fervant, 


« A. DRUMMOND.” 


“ P,§, The convoy is the Preffon of 50 guns, Captain Evans. The 
“¢ ramblers (whom God preferve !) are, 
“© The Monmouth, Capt. Hervey — — 64 guns. 
“ The Ambufcade, Capt. Gwynn — —~ 36 
“© The Lyme - Capt. Vernon — —- 24 


“ To Henry Doidge, Efq; 
‘“ T dont know where, 
‘© but I hope near to 
<* Aleppo.” 


* Father Ange of Merdin intrufted to Mr. Doidge’s care fome ancient medals which he had 


The 
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The reading of the above letter gave us all frefh fpirits; we drank the 
writer's health in water, which (as before obferved) was the only liquor we 
were now mafters of, and afterwards threw ourfelves on our cots, but fuch 
was the joyous perturbation of our {pirits, that we could not take a mo- 
ment’s fleep. 


At ten we fet off once more in our proper ftation, and travelled near 
eight hours over an uncultivated country, though much lefs rugged than 
what we had lately met with. At feven in the morning, we pitched our 
sents by the fide of a river, in a plain, near to an old Caravanferab. Our 
courfe was from S. S. W. to W. S. W,; we travelled about three miles an 
hour, which has hitherto been our ufual progrefs in tolerable roads. In 
bad ones we do not get forwards above two. I judge upon the whole, 
that from Merdin we have made two miles and an half by the hour; from 
Baghdad to Merdin, three. 


From hence we fent our ga to the Kahbier, with our beft compli- 
ments and thanks to himfelf a Abdallah Bafba, and likewife to know 
whether they approved of our proceeding to Aleppo by ourfelves after the 
next f{tage. An anfwer being brought us in the affirmative, Mr. Doidge 
thought it neceflary to acknowledge the receipt of the conful’s letter by the 
fame meffenger who had broueht it, giving him to underftand that we 
hoped to kifs his hand at Aleppo to-morrow morning. In the evening 
we were cruelly mortified by a meffaye which the Kabier fent by the 
Aga, importing, that fince tne morning he had held a confultation with the 
Bafha on the fubjeét of our parting with him to-morrow ; that the Baha 
would by no means confent to it, but infifted on our accompanying him 
quite to Aleppo, which, he faid, would be doing a mutual honour both to 
himfelf and us, As the whole tenor of this meflage was contradictory to 


the promile we had received in the morning, we did not fail to remonftrate 


again{ft it, but to no minner of purpofe. The Kabrer fent us word, that 
he was forry for our difappointment, yet fuch was the will of the Bafa, 
and what reply could poffibly be made to it? dapat however, that the 
confent given us in the morning had been without the Baj/ba’s knowledge ; 

that he (the Kabier) had taken upon himfelf to give it, nor doubting of 
his mafter’s acquiefcence, and knowing that upon. every account it would be 
moft acceptable to us, whom he wifhed to ob lize. Thele were foothing 
words, but by no means fufficient to ftifle our difcontcnt, or to reconcile 


us to this abominable act of Zurki/hb delpotiim. We determined therefore 


to leave the Lafha at all events, being now fully convinced that his tole 
motive for detaining us, was the foolifi paffion of having us in his train 
when he enters the city of leppe. 


At half paft ten we decamped again, and moved off in our ufual order, 
paffing by a few iahabited villages, and others that were quite in ruins. At 
fix in the morning we got to the fpot where the Bafa intended to encamp, 
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but from whence we were determined to make the beft of our way. As 
the great man was ftill in the rear, we had time to place ourfelves in the 
very track he was obliged to take. Accordingly at nine, he came by in 
his Takht Revan with great pomp and ftate; we (ftanding in a row) faluted 
him, and expreffed by figns a defire of {peaking to him. He faw us, and 
made a motion with his hand for us to come nearer to him. He then made 
a full ftop, and we advanced, having betore conjured our interpreter Fran- 
cifco to take courage, and not be afraid of repeating the whole of what 
we fhould bid him jay to the Bafoa; we gently hinted the fame falutary 
Caution to our 4ga; but alas! our good advice with both of them was all 
in vain. The laft turned as pale as death, and reverently kiffed the great 
man’s fleeve: and as for the poor, affrighted, trembling Francifco, he had 
not the leaft power of utterance, but ftood fhivering with apprehenfion, 
and contented himfelf with touching the hem of the Takbt Revan’s covering3 
and licking the duft from off his fingers. The Ba/ba eafily guefling at the 
purport of our intended petition, told us with an air too haughty to be 
pleating, ‘* we muft ftay, and that we had but one day more before we 
fhould arrive with him at /leppo.” In anfwer, we intended to have fet 
betore him the feveral reafons we had for going forwards, fuch as the 
want of health, neceffaries, and time, befides the promife we had made 
our conful of feeing him to-day; but unfortunately, our interpreter (who 
had not yet gotten the better of his fears fo far as to deliver our fentiments 
properly) made ufe of this plea of our appointment with Mr. Drummond, 
firft, which we had defigned fhould come in order laft. Upon which, the 
great man probably conceiving his dignity to be hurt, replied with a Turki/b 
monofyllable, tantamount to our Engifh word, * Pfhaw,;” adding, ‘* What 
fionifies your engagement with the conful? Let that remain with me.”— 
We attempted to urge many things in reply, but twas all in vain: this 
Beglerbeg, this Lord of Lords, ordered his people to march on, and left us 
to digeft his final refolve as we could. 


The abrupt departure and lofty deportment of the Bafba upon this occa- 
fion, chagrined us not a little, and indeed piqued our pride fo much, that 
with the fame hafte as he had made from us, we ran towards our horles, 
mounted, and in an inftant got into the high road for eppo, leaving our 
Aga, all our country-fervants, Takbt Revans, and baggage behind us. Our 
worthy ga (who dared not to accompany us but at the rifk of lofing his 
licad) made ule of many intreaties to prevail upon us to ftay another day, 
concluding with that which to ingenuous minds 1s the moft powerful of all, 
“ That he fhould efteem it as the higheft favour done to himielf.” We 
affured him in general, that we fhould be always more ready to oblige 
him, than even the Befba himfelf, as our obligations to him were confefledly 
greater; but upon the prelent occafion it was morally impofMfible for 
us to do it, and therefore we defired to be excufed, though at any 
other time, we fhould look upon his defires, as having the force of com- 
mands. | 

Immediately 
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Immediately after this, we rode off at a round trot, difcourfing with 
each other on what might be the event. The perfuafions of our Aga 
had indeed already wrought fo powerfully with fome of the party, that 
they began to have their doubts refpecting the propriety of their behaviour 


towards the Bafba; but now, as the die was cait, it was impoffible for us 
to recede. 


* 

We had not gone on above half an hour, before we efpied two horfemen 
riding full fpeed after us from the Ba/fba’s camp: one of them made figns 
for us to ftop, to which we paid no kind of attention, till he drew nearer, 
and we difcovered him to be our own trufty Aga; the other, proved 
to be our fervant Vertan. At their coming up, the /4ga told us, that as 
foon as we rode off, he waited upon the Bafba, and related to him the 
particulars of our flight; upon which he faid, “If that be the cafe, do 
you immediately follow them, with all their fervants, baggage, and a 
company of foldiers to protect them.” ‘Thefe joined us foon after, and we 
went forwards with a part of the foldiers, leaving the others behind to take 
care of our baggage and Takht Revans, in one of which Alexander M‘Intofh 
was obliged to be carried, being {till extremely weak. In a few minutes 
after this, the gentlemen and troops from //eppo, who had now taken their 
leave of the Ba/ba, and were returning to that city to be in readinefs to re- 
ccive him in a proper manner to-morrow, came up with, and foon went a 
head of us. This fingle circumftance proved that Abdallab Bafba’s motive 
for keeping us with him, was really what has been already fuggefted: if 
he had not been actuated more by the vanity of having us in the number 
of his retinue on making his public entrance into Aleppo, than by any real 
concern he had for our fafety, he certainly would have directed us to keep 
company with thefe gentlemen and their body of troops, under whofe pro- 
tection we could not have failed of travelling in perfect fecurity. 


Our road towards Aleppo was very rough and bad; we paffed by many a 
high hill with a hard, chalky bottom. Our courfe upon the whole lay 
W.S. W. At noon we came abreaft of a village, whole houfes were of a 
conic form, and built of mud. Soon after, we paffed by fome gardens. 
}rom one to near four o’clock, we fkirted a very pleafant vai!ley full of 
fruit-trees and legumens, which continued quite up to the city of Aleppo, 
where we arrived at four, very hot and fatigued, having rode all night 
and the greateft part of the day. We have been exactly feven weeks in our 
journey trom Baghdad, which 1s diftant from /leppo, by the molt exact com- 
putation, in our route, 698 miles, 
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C H A P. VM. 


Occurrences in Aleppo.—Fourney to Shoger and Latichea.—Occurrences at, and 
defcription of Latichea.—Moft of the party fet off for the ifland of Cyprus.— 
The author follows them, and arrives at Larnica.—Occurrences and obferva- 
tions in Cyprus.— Arrival of four other gentlemen from \ndia.—T heir depar- 
ture, with the author, from Cyprus, and arrival at Leghorn. 


R. Drummond received us with the greateft hofpitality and politenefs. 
After we had refrefhed ourfelves with wines, punch, and excellent 
beef-iteaks, to all which we had long been itrangers, we betook ourfelves 
to a comfortable clean bed, where we enjoyed that {weet repofe, which only 
the tired, the worn-out traveller like ourfelves can ever truly experience. 
In the evening we were vifited by molt of the gentlemen of the Engh/h fac- 
tory ; who kindly difpofed of us among their fevera] families. Mr. Doidge 
and J, with our three fervants, Fenkins, M‘Intofh, and Toney, were lodged 
at the conful’s houfe; Mr. Pye at Mr. Free’s; Mr. Alms at Mr. Bridger’s,. 
and Mr. Pigot at Mr. Land/down’s. 


This morning, the remaining part of the gentlemen of our factory were 
fo obliging as to vifit us. We alfo were favoured with the company of two 
Capuchin French fathers, a Carmelite, and fever... ew merchants. The fac- 
tory confifts of the following gentlemen : 


Alexander Drummond, Eiq; — Conful. 
Mr. Kirkhoufe — — Chancellor. 
Mr. Swath — —  Treafurer. 
Mell. Free — — ) | 

Landfdown — — 

Bridger — ~— 

Shaw ~— —e —_— 

Vernon — — >Merchants. 

Mafick oem — 

Hays — — — 

Ratchffe oe — 

Booth — — 
The Reverend Mr. Holloway. Chaplain. 


Dr. Patrick Rufelll — Phyfician and Surgeon. 
3 3 We 
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We were afked, if we were agreeable to pay our compliments to the 
French, Dutch, and Venetian confuls, for before we had gone through this 
ceremony, we were not to expect being vifited by any of the private gen- 
tlemen of thofe nations; but after waiting upon their confuls, we might 
then depend upon every one of thefe foreigners coming to pay their re- 
{pects to us. As we found this point to be a matter of the utmoft indif- 
ference to Mr. Drummond, we chofe to decline the increafing of our ac- 
quaintance, fo that our converfation and vifiting were confined to the 
{mall, but agreeable circle of our own countrymen. And this very cir- 
cumftance, confidering the great fatigues we had fo lately undergone, was 
not without its advantages; for hereby we had an opportunity of being 
more at our eafe, and of devoting the fhort time we were to continue here 
to our own concerns, which otherwife would have been almoft entirely 
taken up in receiving or paying ceremonious vifits. 


Mr. Holloway was too ill to officiate to-day, in the public fervice of 
the church. At noon, Abdallah Bafba made his public entrance into the 
city. 


Yefterday and to-day, our whole time was taken up in fettling ac- 
counts, and paying off our Mocha and Takbt revan-gee, with whom we had 
much trouble, and clamorous difpute. Mr. Baron our countryman a gen- 
tleman of great fagacity, and Mr. Edee our nation’s firft Dragoman or in- 
terpreter, took much pains to prevent our being impofed upon; but in 
fpite of all their endeavorrs, thefe rafcals will be paid more than they have 
a right to demand: to get any redrefs from government muft be attended 
with great expence and lofs of time, therefore the remedy would be worfe 
than the difeafe. We refolved to leave the fettling of thefe matters to 
the difcretion of Mr. Baron, and the Dragoman, who is a man of fenfe, 
genteel in his deportment, and we are told, of a very confiderable for- 
tune, which is made in fome meafure fecure to him by his connection with 
the Exgii/o nation. 


Our party are now all recovering ; we have better {pirits, and tolerable 
good appetites. Melff. Doidge and Pigot, with myfelf, returned all our vifits. 
Mr. Kirkboufe was fo obliging as to go with us. 


We learned from Mr. Edee, that the Ba/ba had enquired after us, and 
told him of our great hurry to get from him, as well as of his own re- 
{olution to detain us, affigning no other motive for his conduct but the 
yreat anxiety he was under for our fafety. As Mr. Edee is quite the 
polite, well-bred man, doubtlefs he made the Bafba a great many more 
compliments on our part, than we ever defired he fhould; fince to this 
moment we cannot but be of opinion, that he ought to have granted 
us an efcort many days before he did; by which we fhould fo much 


the fooner have been freed from our extraordinary hardfhips and fatigues. 
Bbb2 In 
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In that cafe too, we fhould have thought ourfelves more highly obliged 
to him, than it is poffible for us now, even on the moft difpaffionate re- 
trofpection. 


This day the Kabjer was fo obliging as to make the kindeft enquiries after 
our welfare. We believe him to be avery valuable man, and to have been 
much difpofed to have facilitated our journey, had it been in his power. 


The city of Aleppo has been very fickly for fome months paft. The ma- 
lignant fever ftill continues here, but its mortality is greatly abated. They 
do not bury now more than 200 a day, whereas till very lately they loft at 
leaft double that number. The natives for fome time palt have been under 
continual apprehenfion of the Europeans fhutting themfelves up in their 
houfes, which ftep it feems is always deemed an indifputable fign of the 
plague prevailing here. This dreadful calamity has ufually vifited the 
citizens of Aleppo, once in 12 or 13 years. As far as I can find, there is 
but little difference between the prefent malignant fever, and what is com- 
monly called the plague; the fooner therefore we get from hence, the 
better *. 


Mr. Doidge is much out of order; his appetite falls off, and he fweats 
profufely: I ordered him an emetic. I found myfelf not fo well to-day, as 
of late; my legs fail me, with a general and great laffirude. 


I was taken this morning with a Diarrbea, \ofs of appetite, &cc.—Mr. 
Doidge is much in the fame ftate as yefterday ; he takes tincture of bark, 


* << This unhappy country for fix years paft has been in a very terrible fituation, afflided du- 
“© ring the greateft part of that time with many of the Almighty’s fevereit {courges. Its trou- 
“«* bles were ufhered in by a very fharp winter in 1756-7, which deitroyed almott all the fruits 
‘© of the earth. The cold was fo very inteafe, that the mercury of #abrendeit’s thermometer, 
expofed a few minutes to the open air, funk entirely into the ball of the tube, Millions 
“< of olive trees, that had withftocd the feverity of fifty winters, were blalied in this, and 
«© thoufands of fouls perifhed merely through cold. The failure of the crop the fucceeding 
¢* harveft occafioned an univerfal fcarcity, which in this country of induience and opprefiion, 
“<* (where provifion is only made from hand to mouth, and where, literally ipeaking, no man 
#¢ is fure of reaping what he has fown) foon introduced a famine, with all its attendant mi- 
“ feries. ‘The fhocking accounts related to me on this fubject, would appear fabulous, were 
** they not confirmed by numberlefs eye-witneffes, both Europeans and natives. In many 
** places the inhabitants were driven to fuch extremities, that women were known to eat their 
“© own children, as foon as they expired in their arms, for want of nourifhment.—Numbers 
*< of perfons from the mountains and villages adjacent came daily to Aleppo, to offer their 
‘« wives and children to fale for a few dollars, to procure a temporary fubfiftence for them- 
felves: and hourly might be feen in our ftrects, dogs and human creatures {cratching to- 
gether on the fame dupghill, and quarretling for a bone or piece of carrion, to allay their 
‘“‘ hunger. A peflilence followed clofe to the heels of the famine, which lafled the greateft 
part of 1758, and is fuppofed to have {wept away 50 or 60 thoufand fouls in this city and 
its environs.—I blefs God, I was not a fpectator of this complicated {cene of mifery : the 
very defcription of it muft diftrefs a compaffionate difpofition ; the fight of it muft have 
“* made an impreffion on an heart of flint.” Pbilo/. Tranfadtions, 1763. 

For a defcription of Aleppo, and its difeafes, fee Doctor Rufé/l’s treatife. 
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with elixir of vitriol. Mr. Helloway, the chaplain of the fattory, was fo far 
recovered of his Jate indiupefition, as to be able to perform divine fervice 
to-day; we ail with much gratitude and devotion offered up our thanks to 
God for our fafe arrival here, after fo long, painful, and dangerous a 
journey. 


We put into the conful’s hands, fome fittle prefents, intended for the 
good fathers at Drarbedir, as a {mall teftimony of our gratitude for the kind 
offices they did us in our diftveis. We alio left with the fame gentleman, 
our beft compliments and thanks to every one of our other friends upon 
the road, defiring our countrymen to behave kindly to them for our fakes, 
fhould they have opportumty. To-day hkewie, but with great reluc- 
tance, we fent a prcfent of a gold watch to Abdallah Bafba. This, or 
fomething of equal value, had been demanded of our Dragoman by his 
minifter. We for fome time determined not to give it; but applying 
to Mr. Drummond for his advice, he told us, that as it had been de- 
manded, we could not, confiltent with the intereft of future travellers, do 
otherwife than iena it... Abdallah therefore had the watch, and we (in our 
opinion: a fuil difcnarge of every obligation we owed him for all thofe 
high marks of respeét, favour, and proteétion, which he pretended he had 
conferred upon us. ‘The Aaher and under fervants had alfo prefents from 
us, but with this difference, that what we parted with to them, was with 
the greateit alacrity. 


As the ifland of Cyprus feemed to be the moft proper place for us to get 
a paflage down the Streights, we relolved to proceed thither: and as Mr. 
Baron's affairs call him to Lhatichea, we fhall fet out with him this 
evening for that city; it being the neareft port for taking boat for 
Cyprus. I was ftill fo much out of order, that nothing but the earneft 
deiire of getting onc ftep farther towards my native country, could pof- 
fibiy induce me to leave this place. But the ‘* Awor Patrig,” gets the 
better of every other confideration. Mr. Dodge this afternoon addreficd two 
letters to Meff. Shaw and Garden, complaining bitterly of the treacherous 
behaviour of Cojee Raphael. 


The laft perfon we took leave of at Aleppo, was our very worthy and 
faithful dga; to whom, befides the 500 piaftres we promifed him, we 
gave fuch additional prefents as would have made him perfectly happy, 
had he not been apprehenfive of being robbed of them when he re- 
turned back to Baghdad, by the very Kahier who engaged him in our fervice. 
It is a maxim of Turkifh policy, that their great men having purchafed 
their offices at an immenie expence, fhall be allowed to lick themfelves 
whole, by plundering the effects of thofe who live under them ; and hereby 
the great end of their empire is mott effectually ferved, which is, to break 
the {pirits of the generality of the people by heavy exactions, and to: 
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accuftom them to bear all manner of injuftice and oppreffion with a perfed& 
fubmiffion. ; 


At half paft four in the afternoon we all mounted on horleback, and 
Jeft the city of Aleppo; for the firft hour and half we were accompanied 


by the conful, and almoft all the other gentlemen of the Engi factory, 


whoie horfes and furniture made a gay appearance. We then halted at a 
well of good water, where we drank a parting glafs in wine or punch, ex- 
changed a mutual bazza, and then pronounced Vale, farewel! not with- 
out the lively hope of meeting again at fome future period in our native 
country. 


We kept onaS. 5S. W. courfe, and at half paft eight, pitched our tent 
by the fide of a river very near to a Kaun, and not far from a village 
called Cantaman. Poor Mr. Holloway made it a point to accompany us thus 
far, though he now is, and has been in an ill ftate of health for the laft 
two years. We moft fincerely wifh him a perfect recovery; for nobody 
can help efteeming fo worthy, fenfible, and pious a man. 


At five in the morning we again mounted our horfes, and after having taken 
an affectionate leave of Mr. Holloway, we purfued a W.S.W. S.W. and 
S. S. W, courfe, for eight hours, over a ftony road: we thcn got to a vil- 
lage named Beni/h, feated on a hill, In our way hither, we left feveral 
other {mall places, both on our right and left. The two laft hours paffed 
away very unhappily, efpecially with mylelf, my man Alexander, and my 
poor grey horfe, which was one of the two, Baron Kniphaufen had prefented 
us with at Karec, The mafter was ready to fink under a very excruciating 
pain in his fide, the fervant complained of being worfe in his bowels, and 


the poor horfe was feized in fo violent a manner as to fall down in the road; 


his agonies were fuch, that at one time we determined, out of compaffion, 
and from a perfuafion that he never could get up again, to fhoot him; 
after however he had lain about an hour, he fo far recovered as to be able 
to get flowly to this place. The pain in my fide continued fo bad, that 
Mr. Pigot drew fome blood from my arm, fomented the part affected with 
hot water, and rubbed in fome mercurial ointment. In the evening, I took 


a mercurial pill, with opium, and diluted freely. 


I find myfelf better this morning, but not fo well as to proceed in 
my journey. My cafe is bilious, for every copious difcharge of the in- 
teftinal tube gives me immediate relief in the hepatic ducts, and lobes of 
the liver. Alexander, and the other faithful companion of my travels, my 
grey horfe, are alfo better. | 


This morning I was prevailed upon to offer my medical advice for the 
relief of a fick youth, the fon of the Turk whofe roof we are under; but 
at noon, was told by the father, with the moft perfect compofure, that “« His 


fon 
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fon is pone to Paradife.” About four o'clock in the afternoon, a 1758. 


traveller entered the villaze, who, a few hours before, had been robbed by ——— 
two armed fellows of 160 piattres. 


At half paft five we fet off from Benifh, and travelled four hours and 
half through an extenfive grove of dead olive-trees, which had been killed 
by the feverity of the winter in the year 1756. This plantation broughe 
us near to the large village of Eadiip, whofe environs are fertile in corn Eapuir. 
and tobacco. Here are alfo plantations of mulberry-trees, preferved tor 
the Silk-worm. By twelve at night, we had paffed by a high hill or moun- 
tain, and entered upon a large plain, called Rowdge, where is a well of 
water, and trom whence we diicovered feveral fires at a diftance, which 
our fervants told us belonged to fome encampments of Arabs, though they 
appeared to be nothing more than the burning of ftubble or weeds. We 
fhould have been glad to have tarried longer here, but our country attend- 
ants grew uneafy, knowing it to be the moft dangerous fpot, and the moft 
infefted by robbers of any in the whole way between Aleppo and Latichea. 
We therefore armed ourfelves, and proceeded in a more regular order 
than we had done before. 


At two in the morning we had gotten over the plain, and reached Avgvlt 18. 
a watch-houfe, placed on the fide of a rock to our right. Here a party 
of foldiers is always ftationed, intended to proteét travellers paffing 
this way, who upon this account, are obliged to pay a toll. It was 
at firft demanded of us for every man and ae but upon their 
beine told that we were Englifhmen, we were fullered to pafs on, making a 
prefent of but one Sequin to the commanding officer. At half paft four 
we got to the villace Shoger, greatly fatioucd with a journey of eleven hours,  Snocgr. 
in which we took many different courles. S. one hour; S. W. three, 
S.S. W. two and a quarter; W. and W.N. W. and N.N. W. four and three 
quarters. We put up at a Caravanferab, not chufing to be at the ex- 
pence of making prefents, which mutt have been the cafe, had we taken- 
an apartment in the governor’s palace. 


Shoger 1s by no means an incenfiderable place. It has a governor, a 
man of fome confequence, who is not appointed by the Grand Seignior, but 
by a private lord; the revenues of the village, and the country near it, 
being by the imperial bounty, the property of a Vizzer family. Here are 
fome Mofques with Minarets, all feated on a hill. 


Juft before we arrived at this village, we paffed over the river Orontes, Orontes river, 
by a ftone- bridge of ‘cven or eight arches. The bridge is the largeft we had 
eroffed for fome time; for though the river is in general not very wide, 
yet at this place it occupies a large fpace, owing to a confiderable 
land in the midit of it, which occalions the water to fpread and become 
quite fhallow. The bridge is about forty yards over; burt a little below, 


the Orontes is not more than twenty yards broad. From the accounts given 
by 
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by ancient writers, I had fancied the Orontes to be a much larger river, 
than what we found it to be. Ovid mentions it with the moft confider- 
able rivers in the then known world. 


“© Arfir et Euphrates Babylonius, arfit Orontes, 
*¢ Thermodonque citus, Gangefque, & Phafis, & Ifter. 
“ Nilus in extremum fugit perterritus Orbem, 
“ Occuluitque caput, quod adhuc latet. Oftia feptem 
“* Pulverulenta vacant feptem fine flumine valles. 
“< Fors eadem If{marios Hebrum cum Strymone ficcat, 
“ Hefperiofque amnes, Rhenum, Rhodanumque, Padumque 
“© Cuique fuit rerum promiffa potentia, Tybrin.” 
Met. lib. i1. 


The Orontes abounds in a variety of excellent fifh. We had a defire 
to get fome eels, but were difappointed, although they are fometimes very 
plenty here. 


At fix in the evening we left Shoger for Ingezeek, a village chiefly inhabited 
by Greek Chriffians, where we arrived at halt paft feven, after having croffed 
a very large and high mountain. Our courfe was W. N. W. and W. S. W. 
This evening we had a view of mount Cafius; which is faid to be fo high, 
that on the top of it one may tee day in the eaft, and night in the weft at 
the fame time. According to Pliny, the mount is four miles high in a 
perpendicular line. Lucan {peaks of a mount Cafaus near Egypt. 


“© Lucifer a Cafia profpexit rupe, diemque 
“ Mifit in Aégyptum primo quoque fole calentem. 
| Lucani, Civ. Belli, lib. x. 


During our ftay at Ingezeek we made ufe of the Chriftian Papa’s houfe, 
where we found every thing extremely mean. Fortunately for us, our 
coniul at Latichea, to whom Mr. Baron had written a letter from Benifh, 
had fent hither a fupply of wine and provifion for us. 


We left Jngezeek about fix this morning, and travelled over fuch high 
mountains, that if we had occafion to write a letter from hence, we might 
with great propriety have dated it, from the clouds, which were flying much 
below as well as above us. Thefe mountains have a great plenty of trees 
and fhrubs growing on them. The fir, live-oak, crab-apple, and pear, 
are among the trees, and the myrtle among the fhrubs\—We found the 
air here very fharp, and fometimes damp. At eleven we refled near a 
watch-houfe, and continued there wll tour in the afternoon. We were 
fheltered by a fine grove of fycamores, and a pleafant ftream of water ran 
by our fide. From four ull half paft five, we went on through plealant 
vales interfected by rivulets, whofe banks were blooming with the oleander 


and other flowers, and fhaded at the fame time with mulberry-trees. 


2 Hence 
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‘Hence we had the pleafure to fee on the top of a hill juft before us, Mr. 
Beaumefter the Briti/b conful of Latichea, who, with Mr. Fafper Cruter the 
Dragoman, and his brother a doctor of phyfic, were come thus far to meet us. 
‘Wefoon joined their company, and from the hill we were ravifhed with the 
tranfporting view of the Mediterranean \ea. Jt is impoffible to exprefs the 
joy which this delightful profpect gave us, and how eagerly we feafted our- 
felves on a fight which we had fo long and fo paffionately fighed after. We 
‘began now to think that all our difficulties were at an end, and the time not 
far off when we fhould be landed on that happy, native fhore, where all 
our hopes and wifhes centered. We continued to advance with our new 
companions till feven o’clock, having upon the whole of this ftage, made 
a W.S. W. courfe; and then difmounted, and betook ourfelves to an 
handfome tent, which the conful had ordered to be pitched the day before, 
purpofely for our reception, near the village of Balearea. Here we found 
plenty of provifion, but my indifpolition would not permit me to tatte 
of it. 


We got on horfeback before fix in the morning, travelled till nine, 
W. by S. through a moft agreeable country, abounding in Indian corn, 
and plantations of olive and mulberry-trees. We met with a {mall river 
alfo in our way, and feveral runs of water. The ground was quite covered 
with myrtle and oleander bufhes, in full bloom. We alighted at the 
conful’s country houfe, which is feated on a hill near the village Be/nada, 
about two miles from Latichea, and the fame diftance from the fea. From 
this fpot you have a moft delightful proipect of the town, and of mount Li- 
banus, and of the Mediterra::ean. The ifland of Cyprus bears from this houfe 
about S. W. and is diftant twenty leagues. 


The conful’s country houfe at Befnada, was ftored with every kind of 
refrefhment, and we flattered ourfelves that notwithftanding our long and 
fatiguing journey *, we fhould all be fpeedily reftored to our former health 


* A table of the diftance between each of the capital cities and towns in our route from 
Baffra to Latichea. 





From Bafora — to — Corna = mmm 76 Miles. 
Corna to — Cote ———— 9 
Cota —— to — Dewana ——— 211 
Dewana — to — Hilla ma 62 
Hilla —— to — Baghdad ———_— 50 
Baghdad — to —  Kircoote —— 167 
Kircootte — to — Arvela —— 54 
Arvela — to — Moful —— 49 
Moful ——— 10 — Nifbin ————— 103 
Nifbin ——_— 10 —— Arin ma 26 
Arin mm 10 — Diarbekir —— 58 
Diarbckir — to — Bir ———————— 147 
Bir ————— 10 =~ Aleppo ——— 94 
i Aleppo mma (0mm LatichteQg — mm 1:02 


ar 


Total of Miles  —=— 1289 
€cc and 


17658. 
Lemon oem 


BALEAREA 


Augult 20. 


BasnaDaA. 


Augult 23. 


1758. 
en amend 


Augutt 24. 


Auguft 27. 


Monday, 


Auguft 28. 


Auguft 29. 


Auguft 31. 


September 1. 


{ 378 ] 


and vigour; but though we have now been here three days, to our great 
mortification, Mr. Dodge, Mr. Pye, and myfelf, ftill find ourfelves exceed- 
ingly out of order. Our whole party however, except Mr. Piget and 
felf, made a fhift to get to Latichea yefterday with the conful. They 
learnt there, that his majefty’s fhip the Ambu/cade Captain Gwyn, is now at 
Cyprus, to which ifland he has lately carried a {mall French prize. 


Mr. Dodge and I, in confequence of the above intelligence, wrote each 
of us a letter to Captain Gwyn at Cyprus; likewife two others addreffed 
to the fame officer at Scanderoon, on a fuppofition that the Ambu/- 
cade might poffibly have left Cyprus for this laft place. Mr. Dodge wrote 
alfo to Captain Evans of the Preffon at Scanderoon. ‘hele letters related 
to our future proceedings, and Mr. Doidge’s were directed on ‘* his Majefty’s. 
fervice.” 


This evening our good friend Mr. Baron left us in his way back tc 
Aleppo; he will foon proceed to Scanderoon to fucceed Mr. Brown as conful, 
the latter being appointed fucceffor to Mr. Drummond at Aleppo, when he 
fhall return for Exgland. 


Mr. Pye was feized yefterday afternoon with troublefome blotches all 
over his body, and an univerfal itching of the fkin. Laft night he 
fainted, but recovered again upon being carried into the open air. This 
morning he took an emetic, but has not been well all day. His fkin 1s 
inflamed and f{woln, and his pulfe naturally foft, now labours greatly. At 
night he took the third part of a paper of Dr. Fames’s powder: this 
morning we found him almoft perfe€tly recovered. 


An account is juft come from Scanderoon, that Captain Turner, commander 
of one of our Zurky fhips there, is i]; and that a malignant diforder pre- 
vails among the crew, which has already carried off his furgeon, and five 
private men. I find myfelf rather better to-day, my bowels are ftill in a 
weak ftate. I bathed this evening in the fea, hoping thereby to brace up 
my relaxed conftitution. 


The boat we had difpatched with our letters to Cyprus, returned this. 
morning with an account, that Captain Gey failed from thence lat Wedne/- 
day fe’nnight, to the weftward. He is ituppofed to be gone to the Eng- 
lif fleet for falt provifions, andto clean, and get frefh orders. The reafon 
he gave for taking this ftep, was, the little probability of the Turky traders 
being foon ready to fail under his convoy, becaufe of the plague ftill raging 
with great violence at Smyrna. A letter from Scanderoon, in anfwer to 
Mr. Deidge’s, addrefled to Captain Evans, fays, “© We know not where 
Captain Evans is, and have not had the leaft intelligence of late from 
Smyrna.’ Mr. Turner, who is ftationed at Cyprus, recommends our 


going 
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going immediately to that ifland, and from thence taking our paffage 
to Alexandria, from which port, he fays, fhips are frequently going to 
Leghorn. We are defirous of firft having fome certain account of the 
Preficn, Captain Evans, who probably may ftill continue in thefe feas 
to take under his convoy a part of the Turky trade: yet we are appre- 
henfive alfo of his tarrying here too long for our purpofe, by being obliged 
to wait for the fhips now lying at Smyrna; and fhould that be the cafe, it 
is very poffible that he will not arrive in England before the {pring, fince 
the merchant fhips ‘cannot begin to take in their cargoes till the plague 
has ceafed forty days, and when that will be, God only knows! 


Mr. Doidge has been treating with the mafter of a Ragu/an vellel to carry 
us to Malta, where, we have not the leaft doubt, but we fhall meet with 
fome of our own men of war belonging to the grand fleet. They could 
not however agree about the price. The Ragufan at firft demanded 2500 
piaftres, but atterwards came down to 2000; Mr. Doidge would only give 
him 1500, fo they parted. 


My fellow-travellers Meffts Dodge and Pye, being beyond meafure anxi- 
ous to arrive in England, on account of the difpatches with which the 
former is charged to the miniftry, admiralty, and the Eaf India company, 
and alfo to fettle our deceafed friend Admiral Wat/on’s affairs, they therefore 
(with my full confent) refolved to-day to proceed to Malta in the Ragufan 
veffel, hoping by this means to get tc the commanding officer of our fleet, 
who probably might think it expedient to difpatch a frigate with them to 
England. Lieutenant Alms too, whofe expectation of preferment prefled 
him to get home as foon as poffible, and Mr. Pigot, who wifhes to pur- 
fue his ftudies fome months next winter in London, determined to accom- 
pany them. 


Having with pain reflected on my unhappy ftate of health, and the many 
inconveniences that muft inevitably arife from fo many fickly people being 
crowded together in the cabbin of a veffel of only 150 tuns burthen, I 
refolved to tarry behind in this place, till my health fhall be better efta- 
blithed; or ull the Prefon with the Turky trade fhall fail for England, or 
a better and more commodious opportunity offers than at prefent. 


About feven this evening, my dear friends took a moft affecting leave 
of me, and foon after left Be/nada for Latichea. At eleven they embarked 
in the Ragufan veffel, and immediately fet fail, taking with them Benjamin 
Fenkins, and Toney the black boy. They are to give 1800 piaftres for this 
paffagse to Malta; but fhould they on their arrival at that ifland, get cer- 
tain intelligence of our fleet being only 20 or 30 leagues to the weltward, 
then the mafter on his being applied to, isto put them on board the admiral’s 
fhip, and be paid 200 additional piaftres. 
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_ This day arrived here in the conful’s boat from Cyprus, Mr. Preffon, w 
young gentleman late from Leghorn and England, in his way to Aleppo;. 
where he is going to refide as a merchant, in the houfe of Mr. Free. 


I wrote another letter to Captain Evans of the Preffon, and fent it to. 
Scanderoon : 1 {ent alfo duplicates of the fame to Cyprus, to beg the favour 
of a paffage in his fhip. Conful Beaumefter difpatched a Me/s or packet 
for Aleppo this afternoon ; I embraced the opportunity of writing to Mefirs. 
Drummond and Baron, and fent by the fame meffenger a parcel which Mr.. 
Doidge had left for Mr. Shaw at Baffora. 


We received advice from Aleppo, that the plague ftill rages at Conflanti~ 
nople, but had ceafed at Smyrna the sth of aft month: the 14th inflane 
therefore will be the fortieth day from its ceffation ; the fhips at this laft 
place, we prefume, will then, according to cuftom, begin to take in their 
lading. This advice, which comes from one of our merchants at Aleppo, 
farther tells us, that the Pre/fom, with the fhips under her convoy, will not 
be able to fail from Smyrna till the 1ft of Ofoder. 


I thank God I am much better to-day. My pains are gone, andthe flux: 
ereatly leffened, For the firft time I naw drank a glafs of tar-water, and: 
rode with the conful to Latichea.. 


I continue to drink tar-water,. and have received’ great benefit from it:. 
J rode again to the town with the conful, Mr. Prefton, and Mr. Fafper Cruter. 
This laft gentleman was fo obliging as to fhew Mr. Preffon and me, the 
marine-yard, and the mole or {mall harbour, wherein were 12 French’ 


_ fhips, from 150 to 200 tuns burthen, whofe employ is to carry Turkz/b goods, 


LATICHEA. 


and Few paffengers from port to port: they are called Caravan/erabs. 
We afterwards vifited the remains of two triumphal arches, which are fo: 
fully defcribed in Mr. Drummond's book of travels, that it would jultly be 
deemed impertinent in tre to fay any thing of them. We then patd a vific 
to Mr. Clinkey, who acts here as vice-conful for the Dutch and Germans. In 
our way to this gentleman’s houfe, we pafled through feveral ftreets, in. 
which are colonnades (mentioned alfo by Mr. Drummond) and Bazars, or: 
market-places, kept in good order. 


Latichea is a pretty large town, built of good ftone got from the fea- 
fhore. It has fix or feven Mo/ques with Minarets, and the houfes are better 
built than the Turkifp ones are in general. The governor is appointed by 
the Bafba of Tripcli: He is abfolute in his power, of which he has given 
a moft convincing proof fince our arrival at Befnada, having ordered three 
criminals to be impaled, for a robbery on the highway. This punifhment 


‘was inflicted immediately ‘upon. their being taken, without waiting for the 


tedious form of a trial, 


3 My 
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My health continues to mend.—This evening the whole family took a 
tide to the conful’s new plantation of mulberry and cotton trees, threc 
miles to the northward of Be/nada,. and mount Cafius appeared to be about. 
20 miles diftant from it. 


To the N. E. of Latichea, for fome miles, all the rocks near the fea 
fhew the remains of ancient workmanfhip. Large excavations are to be 
feen in many of them, which Mr. Drummond very properly fuppofes to have 
been chiefly Catacombs or tombs for the dead, though fome of them appeared 


to me, to have been rather grotros tor the living. The conful and his 


company entertained us to-day with the Gereed. The figs are now ripe, 
and in confequence we have great plenty of Recca-fcca birds and Oréclans. 
They are about the fize of a bull-fnch, exceedingly fat, and the tafte of 
their flefh is generally efteemed as exquifitely good. 


I had the mortification to hear to-day from the Patroon belonging to the 
conful’s boat, that by letters received from Smyrna of the 21{t ult. the 
plague then continued to rage there, and that it had made its way into the 
neighbouring iflands. If this be true, how diftant yet are my hopes of 
petting to England ! 


Letters received this day from Mr. Drummond bring no public news. He 
fays, he writes in hafte, and intends detaining the packet, till letters ar- 
rive from Confiantinople, which are datly expected. 


We went this day to Tatichea, and there learned, that two Englifp 
privateers were arrived at Cyprus; and’ that two french merchant {hips 
alfo had put in there, only eleven days in their paffage from Mar/eilles. In 
a letter received by Mr. Becumeffer trom Mr. Contul Drummond, the conful 
advifed, that he defigns being at Latichea in the beginning of Ofeder, from 
whence he intends goirg on board Captain Zurner’s fhip, and failing in it 
under convoy to England. ‘This circumftance gives me freth hope of the 
plague having ceafed, and of the fpeedy failing of the Preffow man of war. 
This evening at ten o'clock Mr. Profca fet out for Aleppo. Mr. bree 
had fent a fervant and horfes for him, and Mr. Jafper Cruter the Dra- 
oman, accompanied him. 


We took another ride to Latichea, where, to the furprize of the conful, 
he learnt, that his uncle Mr. Purnel (brother to the gentleman of that name 
at Baffora, and predeceffor as conful and merchant to his nephew here) was 
juft arrived from England, but laft from Leghorn. He. travelled through 


France and Italy. 


We flept lait night at Latichea, where [ found the air much warmer than 
here at Befnada. Every body complained of it; but as it was not by any 
means to be compared with what | had lately felt, 1 was not in the leaft in- 
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commoded.—The houfe, ever fince Mr. Purnel arrived, hath been full of 
vifitors, compofed of the chief Turks of Latichea. 


The following is part of a letter I received this morning from Mr. Drurm- 


mond. 


‘© YT with your brother travellers a happy voyage, but am extremely 
“ forry you was not able to go with them, A Swede, now lying at Scan- 
deroon, may poflibly get fome goods for Leghorn. If that fhould be 
the cafe, 1 would advife you by all means to go in her. 


“ 
on 


Lal 
rn 


“¢ At Cyprus you lie in the way of all that offers ; and were I there with 
“ my bufinefs finifhed, I fhould certainly move off with the firft veffel, for 
“© God knows whether we may fee a convoy fooner than the cnd of Ne- 
“© vember, 


“¢ At prefent my affairs are fo uncertain, that I dare not think of form- 


“* ing any {cheme one way or the other. I have been acquainted with 


“ German roads in winter, but I was then young. In any fhape, your 
“* company would be a pleafure to me; but I carry no fervant farther than 
“© Cyprus, for they can be of no ufe to a traveller. Were I to go by Leg- 


“ born, I fhould chufe the Szwi/s road, but all at prefent, with me, is build- 


“* ing caftles in the air. 


“© T know you have many reafons for wifhing yourfelf at home; J there- 
fore hope you will meet with fome good opportunity, without a thought 
of me, who feem in no fhape my own mafter.—Nothing promifes more 
to make you eafy, than the Swede I have before-mentioned.” 


nr 
“ 


c 


nw 


Cc 


a 


As Meff. Drummond and Purnel are both of opinion, that Leghorn is the 
place I ought to goto; and fince the convoy probably will not be ready 
till the end of November, and both myfelf and fervant are now in tolerable 
health, I refolved to fet out for Cyprus as foon as poffible ; hoping we fhall 
be better able to encounter the cold of the //ps in the winter, than we were 
the exceffive heats of Turky laft fummer. 


Yefterday I rode out in the evening with Meff. Purnel and Beaumefter. 
To-day 1 wrote a letter of compliments and thanks in my own and fellow- 
travellers names, to Emanuel, bifhop of Babylon; and another to Mr. Shaw 
at Baffera; putting them under the care of Conful Drummond. 


A Leghornefe being bound to Cyprus, I agreed to take my paffage in her 
to that ifland, and fent on board my baggage. Mr. Beaumefter was fo 
obliging as to accept of the two horfes, which Baron Aniphaufen made us a 
prelent of. In the evening I wrote a letter, and fent it in a boat to Cy- 

PTS, 
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gras, to Mr. Turner, begging the favour of him to fecure me a yaflage in 
the Swede bound to Leghorn. 


A Me/s, juft now arrived from Mr. Fa/per Cruter at Aleppo, brings the 
melancholy news of the death of the Rev. Mr. Molloway, and of the very 
dangerous ftate of Mr. Conful Browne, juft returned thither from Scanderocn, 
where he caught the infection. Mr. Crater in his letter informs us alfo, 
that the plague ceafed at Smyrna the 2oth of ueguff, but that the Prefton 
is blocked up there by three I'rench Ships of war. That Captain Gwyn is 
ordered to fail to her affiftance, but as his fhip the Amdu/cade is gone to 
the weftward, thofe orders probably will never reach him. 


The wind hath been, and ftill continues foul for Cyprus; which circum- 
ftance, (as I have fome return of my bilious complaints) is not unlucky ; 
and I am. told, that the Swede will not fail. for Leghorn in lefs than three 
weeks. 


The wind is now fair for our failing, and I am in all refpects ready to 
embark ; but the veffel has not taken in her water, and the Jtalans will 
do no work on a Sunday. 


By the conful’s boat, which arrived this day from Cyprus, I had the fatis- 
faction to receive the two following letters. 


Cyprus, 12th of September. 


“ FOUR daysaftcr we left you, my dear Ned, we arrived at this place. 
The news we firft Jearnt here, was, that the fhips were admitted to 
“ prattique at Smyrna, and that the Preflon was gone thither from Scio, in 


e¢ 


“ confequence of it. About three hours after fhe got in, three Jreuch 


“ fhips of war arrived, who had been lying in wait for her. One of 
“ them carried 64 guns, the other two were frigates. “This news came by 
© Jetter trom Smyrna, and Mr. Turner affures me, it may be depended on ; 
‘fo that in all probability, the Prcffon will be blocked up till a reintorce- 
“ ment comes from the fleet, and that will not be, perhaps, till we carry 
“ this news to the admiral. But the captains of two privateers who 
‘¢ came in yefterday, give us hopes that the Preflow will fail very foon, for 
“© they fpoke with a boat in their paffage hither, who told them, the cap- 
“© tain of the Preffon had fent to Scio for a pilot to carry him out of Smyrna; 
“© and that the French fhips were certainly gone off the ftation: If this latter 
* account fhould prove true, it will not be long I hope before you hear of the 
“© Prefton’s being at Scanderoon. If however you do not hear of her foon, 
“© there will be an opportunity of going down in the Swede, which 1s now at 
GC 
“ T hear you may be certain of meeting fome of our cruifers, as that is 
‘© the port our fleet in common victual at. I have defired Mr. Turner to 


3 “ fend 


Scanderoon ; fhe will {top here, and proceed from hence to Leghorn, where 
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fend you word as foon as the Swede arrives, by a boat on purpofe, if ne 
other opportunity fhould offer at the time: this appears to me the only 
chance you have to get home this year. Pray God your health may 
enable you to embrace it! As for our ftate and condition, it ftands 
thus. —— has a voracious appetite, but nothing agrees with him every 
thing turns four in his ftomach, and yet he is too wife to take a vomit. 
—— by his own idlenefs in lying upon the deck one night, brought on his 
apue and fever. —— is as ufual, neither fick nor forry. And as for my 
part, 1 am not fick enough to complain, nor well enough to be jolly. 
I have chad an ugly painin my right fide, fo very acute at nights, that 
I can’t ie on my left: this founds very odd, but it is even fo; however, 
as | have no fymptom of a fever, I hope it does not proceed from an * 
inflammation of the liver: tar water and moderation, I hope will relieve 
me, and carry me home at laft fafe and found. Pray don’t you ne- 
ele to drink it; depend upon it, ’twill be of benefit to you. 


“© If you fhould go home in the Swede, you need not be afraid of {pending a 
little time here; you will find the air agreeable, and the gentle exercife 
of an one-horfe chaife will do you good, which will be entirely at your 
command, every morning and evening: you will find Mr. Turner a very 
honeft, good-natured young gentleman, who will chearfully do every 
thing in Is power to oblige you. Should you have any opinion of this 
Swede, I would advife youto fend a meflenger to Scanderoon, on pur- 
pofe, to know if fhe touches at Cyprus, and when fhe will be here; by 
this you will be better able to take your meafures, than by waiting for 
a boat of advice from hence, as her pafflage may be uncertain. 


“© J was in hopes we fhould have been able to have left this ifland 
to-morrow, but now am afraid it will not be ‘till the day after. Our 
captain appears to be a good-natured fellow, we do juft as we pleafe: 
I wifh to God! it had been right and fit for you to have been with us; 
however, when you do embark, I hope you will have, in every refpedct, 
an agreeable paffage, and thar it will not be long before we meet again 
in dear Old England! from whence I hope neither of us will ever depart 
again. : 


“© All our party defire their kindeft compliments to you. Mr. Turner 
begs you will accept his; and as my friend, he hopes you will without 
ceremony, make his houfe your own, while you continue at Cyprus. 
Pray remember us all.moft heartily to Mr. Beaumefter, Fa/per Cruter, and 
the Dottor; and be affured yourfelf, my dear friend, nobody loves and 
efteems you more than 
“ Your truly faithful | 
‘* and affectionate 
Hi. Doince.” 


§ The moft alarming and a_common diforder of the Za/? Indies. 
“ Alms 
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Alms has left his great broad fword behind him, which he defires you 
will enquire about, and take care of: pray tell Mr. Beaumeffer, that 
the Turkifo cuftom-houfe officer, who took my piftols out of my cheft, 
has not returned them; I beg he will enquire into it; and I think ’twould 
be but juftice if fuch a rafcal could be made an example of, and punithed 
for the robbery. 
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“ Mr. Turner defires, when you arrive in the road, you'll fend him a 
note, he then will be ready at the landing place to receive you in his 
chaife; don’t neglect doing this, as his houle is half a mile from the 
water-fide, and you'll find it difagreeable walking. 

“ Once more, adieu. 


“HD.” 
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STR; Cyprus, 15 September, 1758. 


“ I TAKE this opportunity to fend you the inclofed letter from our 
friend Mr. Dodge, who failed, with all his company, laft night, with a 
fair wind; I take the liberty to offer you my houfe, wherein you will 
meet an hearty welcome. When you arrive in port, pleafe to ftay on 
board the fhip or boat which brings you, until you fend me a note, that 
my chaife may be at the marine to receive you. I hear that there is a 
Swede now at Scanderoon taking in part of her loading for Leghorn, and to 
fillup here. I believe it would be proper to difpatch a meffenger to Scan- 
deroon to know the truth of this report, by which you may take your 
meafures: but I think at all events, your being here as foon as poffible 
would be beft, for this port is more in the track for thips for Europe, 
than Latichea. I have the honour to be, 
| se Sir, 
‘¢ ‘Your devoted humble fervant, 
Timo. TuRNeR.” 
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“© Mr. Doidge’s exercife twice a day in the chaife, relieved him greatly of 
“¢ his pain in the fide, a few days more he imagined would have perfected 
** his cure.” 


The piftols, mentioned in Mr. Doidge’s letter, as taken out of his trunk 
by the Turki/o cuftom-houfe officer, were returned to me by the conful, 
who complained of it to the governor; but as almoit all the Turks in office, 
trom the higheft to the loweft, are reputed to be rogues (and with too much 
juftice) probably this pilfering ga will fuffer no other punifhment, but the 
mortification he has already experienced, of being obliged to part with 
what, for a few days, he looked upon as his own property, however unjuftly 
acquired. 
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This evening, about ten o’clock, I bid adieu to my good friends, the 
conful, and his uncle Mr. Purnel, 1 am beyond meafure obliged to both 
for the great civilities they have conferred upon me during my ftay at Be/- 
nada and Latichea, but more particularly to the conful, for having provided 
me with many-neceffaries for my voyage, and encumbred himfelf and his 
houfe with taylors, &c. for my fervice. | 


At eleven I embarked on board the Elena Fortunata brig, Giovanni Taddei 
mafter. Mr. Nun, an Jri/h gentleman is the mate, and Monf. Rey, a 
Frenchman the pilot. The brig carries eight hands, and two guns, half- 
pounders. At twelve we fet fail for Cyprus, with a fair breeze from the 
eaft. At funfet the next day, twelve minutes before fix, the ifland of Cyprus 
was feen by our people; and at twelve at night the day after, we came to 
an anchor in Saline’s-bay. : 


About eight in the morning, I went on fhore at Larnica, and found Mr. 
Turner with his chaife at the water’s fide, waiting to conduét me to his 
houfe. I was foon vifited by Monf. Cruter (father to Fafper Cruter Dra- 
goman at Latichea) and by many other gentlemen, and foie few ladies.— 
This evening came in the Swede from Scanderoon bound to Leghorn, a 
few hours however too late, for the /tg/zan hath been before-hand with her, 
and engaged the whole of her intended freight. 


This ifland of Cyprus is fituate between 33 and 36 degrees of eaft longi- 
tude, and 34 and 36 degrees of north latitude, oppofite the fhores of Syria 
and Cilicia. It extends in length from eaft to weft 220 miles, and 1s in 
circuit about 550. The air is fo pleafant, the foil fo fruitful, and the hills 
jo abounding with metals, that the ancients called it Macaria, the Happy 
[land and the inhabitants thereof being a lewd, lafcivious people, it was 
thence confecrated to Venus, who is frequently ftiled Venus Cypria and Dea 
Cypri. The firft inhabitants were Cicthans, who yielded to the Phenicians, 
as they did to the Greeks. Péolemy the Jaft king of this ifland, knowing that 
Cato was fent again{t him by the Romans, put an end to his own life. It 
continued in the hands of the Greek emperors till 656, when it was con- 
quered by the Saracens. In $07, the Greeks recovered it; but Richard 
1ft, King of England, going to the holy war in 1191, and being ill treated 
by the inhabitants, conquered it, and gave it to Guy Lufgnan, whole fuc- 
ceffors were difpoffeffed by the Templars in 1306. In 1472, the Venetians 
poffeffed themfelves of it; and in 1560, Selim the Grand Seignior took it, 
whofe fucceffors have enjoyed it to the prefent time. 


This evening I took a ride with Mr. Turner, to the Salines, or natural 
Salterns ; an accurate defcription of which Mr. Drummond hath already given 
to the public.—To-day we went together to the Bajha’s garden, and took 
a view of the aqueduct, by which Larnica is fupplied with water from 
a fpring at the foot of a mountain, fix miles off. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Turner and I dined. this day with our conful, and rode out as ufual 


in the evening. We vifited a {mall village called Chitty, fuppofed to be 
built on the one fpot as the Citium of the ancients. ‘The mornings and 
evenings are fharp, but the middle of the day is yet warm. 


A boat juft now arrived from Latichea, with a letter from Yafper Cruter, 
who is returned from Aleppo; which gives me the painful account of 
my friend Mr. Baron, and his fervant 4foore, being nigh death in a fever 
of the malignant kind, which attacked them foon after their arrival at 
Scanderoon. Captain Turner continues alfo very weak and low from 
a diforder he caught there; and of which his nephew, and another 
young gentleman, befides many of his people, died. There alfo, three 
officers of the Ambufcade got the ficknefs which occafioned their deaths : 
and thither our little party had certainly gone from Aleppo, had not pro- 
vidence kindly interpofed, and carried us to Latichea. Mr. Cruter’s letter 
alfo advifed, that Conful Browze cannot live long; and that Mr. Drummond 
is expected to arrive at Latichea as this evening, or to-morrow morning. 
He defigns coming to this ifland, in order to take his paflage with me to 
Leghorn, there being at prefent no hope of the convoy’s failing, as the French 
fhips continue to cruize for them off Smyrna. 


At five this morning, I fet out on horfeback for the top of Mount Croce 
or St. Crux, in company with Mr. Turner, and his clerk Mr. Michael 
Clamfon, Alexander M‘Intofb, and two other fervants. We rode about W. 
by S. for an hour and haif through a plain, having paffed in our way the 
Jaft fet of {tone arches belonging to the aqueduct, and which confifts of 
31 to the beft of my remembrance. At fix we left the village Va/trio 
on our right, and in half anhour, Vudia. Wethen began to afcend a rifling 
ground, and after riding two or three points to the northward of the weit, 
we got at half pait feven, to a {mall Greek church and convent dedicated to 
St. Athanafius, fituated between two hills; where, in the rainy feafon and 
for fome months after, is a great run of water from the mountains (called 
by Mr. Drummond, the river Tatius) but the bed of it 1s at prefent dry. On 
the fides of both thofe hills, are the ruins of many buildings, in appearance 
very ancient. Some of them are of brick, others of ftone, and they are 
feveral miles in extent. We allio paficd by fome ruins of a more modern 
date, feated on another hill to our right. The inhabitants frequently dig 
up ftones, marble, &c. among the ruins. 


We continued riding on till half paft eight, ftill afcending, and paffing 
between mountains covered with the pine, oak, olive, locutt (or Carudee) 
and walnut-tree. Here were alfo the hawthorn, myrtle, blackberry, vine, 
oleander, and other bufhes and fhrubs in great plenty. From half paft 
eight till a quarter after nine, we continued to afcend Monte Croce; then we 
came to another convent, where we difmounted to reft our horfes. In this 
convent we found two or three Papas or priefts, one of whom was making 
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a pair of fhoes. They readily gave us all the affiftance in their power,nor 

did they think it beneath them to take care of our beafts; fuch was the 
real, or at leaft feeming humility of thefe holy men. We made free with 
the Papas kitchen utenfils to drefs the victuals we had brought with us. 


At eleven, leaving our horfes behind for greater fafety, we mounted on 
mules to vifit the Holy Crofs, a church placed onthe very fummit of the 
mountain, and reached it in about half an hour’s riding. We fouad there 
another Papa, and a little boy. The ‘church is fmall, and its walls are 
built of an iron-ftone found in the neighbourhood. Tradition fays, that this 
edifice was erected at the expence of St. Helena the mother of Confantine, 
1400 years ago; though it plainly appears to have been rebuilt fince that 
time, for not a third part of the ancient wall now remains. They fhew you 
a large crofs, before which a filk curtain is drawn; and if you will be- 
lieve the priefts, it is inlaid with a part of that very crofs on which our Sa- 
viour was crucified. Devotees never fail coming here once a year, to offer 
up their devotions at the Holy Crofs. From the top of this mountain we 
had a moft delightful and extenfive profpect over the greateft part of the. 
whole ifland. We clearly faw the following places. 


Honors. 
Corno  — —  diftant — 1 and = 
tha or Ihab — = = 3 
Dati (the antient Jdakum) — — 5 
Nicofia —_— — = 7 
Famagufta — == =a oe 
Livadia — = aa 5 
Larnica — = = 5 
Chitty ~— = eas 3 
Mpera — == = 3 


About one o’clock we quitted the top of the mountain, and in half‘an hour 
got to the loweft convent ; where we alighted, refrefhed ourfelves, and at half 
paft three fet out for Larnica, which is about 15 miles from the fummit of 
the mountain, where we arrived a little after feven, very much fatigued. 


Both in going and returning, Mr. Tarner and | thought it neceffary to 
difmount and walk over fome particular places, the road being narrow, and 
the precipices*dangerous. We made the Papas at both convents 2 {mall 
prefent, with which they appeared very well pleafed. He, who refided in 
the laft convent, took our Douceur fo kindly, that, mounting his afs, he 
gratefully atcompanied us for a confiderable way, and fhewed us the beft 
turnings in the road. ; | ) - 


A letter received this day by Mr. Conful Boddington, brings the mefan- 
choly news of the Confuls Browne and Baron being both dead. Advices 
from Latichea mention, that Mr. Drummond in confequence of ‘the above. 
unfortunate event, and to gratify the factory at leppo, had determined to 
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gontinue there a few months longer.—The fame advices add, that there 1758. 
are now five Englifh gentlemen at Aleppo, travellers from India, who are “~~ 
daily expected at Latichea in their way to England. 


I clofed to-day with the captain.of the Elena Fortunata for my own and. Odober 21. 
my fervant’s paffage to Leghorn. He is to yield me the fole ufe of the great 
cabbin, and no paffenger is to be admitted into it without my conicnt. He 
is to find me alfo in fire and water, and to give me fuch other affiftance 
as fhall lie in his power to make the paffage agreeable. On my part, I am 
to pay him fifty Leghorn fequins in hand, and provided I fhall be thoroughly. 
fatishied with my treatment, ten more, on my landing at Leghorn. 


The marriage ceremony was this day performed between two young Ofober 2:. 
perfons, who were Chriftians. It was intended to have been a public affair, 
but afterwards changed to a private one, as the point of precedence could 
not be fettled between the British and French conluls.. 


Mr. Turner was fo obliging as to trouble himfelf about my fea-ftock, and 
procured me an hogfhead of old Cyprus wine. All the wines almoft of this 
ifland, have in them a peculiar tafte of tar; this is owing to the vineyards 
lying on the fides, or at the foot of the mountains which are covered with 
pine trees, whofe juices wafhed down by the rains, impart this flavour to 
the grapes. 


The wind blew this morning from the N. E. which brought the coldeft Ofober 24. 
weather I have known for fome years,. and obliged me to have a fire. 


This afternoon, four of the Engli/h gentlemen from India, Mefirs. Gregory, O&ober 26. 
Tottingbam, Bailey, and Pafley arrived here, having left one of their party 
behind. at Aleppo ; and at five o’clock they paid me a vifit. 


TI returned their vifit this morning, and made them an offer of the ufe OGober 27. 
of the great cabbin with me, provided they were inclinable to eo in the 
Leghornefe veffel. They expreffled themfelves greatly obliged to me, and 
agreed with the captain for a paflage for themfelves and {fervants. They 
left Bengal in February \aft; touched at Karec and Baffora, and brought a 
letter from Baron Kniphaufen addrefied to Mr. Doidge and me, which I efteem 
fo great an addition to his former favours, that.1. cannot hel p-tranicribing | 
it. | : : 


“© MESSIEURS,. Karreck, le 10 “Fuillet, 1758. 


“¢ J'ai &é chartné d’apprendre votre heureufe et prompte arrivée a Baffora; 
* quant aux remerciments que vous voulez bien me faire au: fujet des petits 
“* fervices que j’ait eu le bonheur de vous rendre ici, je les attribue a votre 
“° politeffe, et vous prie de croire que je fouhaiterois pouvoir vous en rendre 
S de plus effentiels, Le pauvre Matelot a qui vous deftiniez le prefent 
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¢¢ de deux cent roupies eft mort a Baffora, peu de tems aprés votre depart, 
‘© de forte que je n’ai pu mettre en oeuvre, votre generofite a fon egard. 


“ Je finis Meffieurs en vous fouhaitant beaucoup de fante, et de con- 
tentement, pour la continuation de votre voyage dont je ferait charmeé 
d’apprendre Vheureufe iffue, etant avec une confideration des plus dif- 
tinguées, 
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“© Meffieurs, 
“© Votre tres humble et 
“© tres obeiflant ferviteur, 


* KNIPHAUSEN.” 


PS. “ Jene doute pas que Mr. Pye ne s’ennuye beaucoup de la Ilengueur 


“¢ du voyage, je me recommende a fon fOuvenir de meme qu’a celuy 


Aux Meffeurs Doidge et Ives.” 


In Englh thus: | 
<¢ GENTLEMEN, | Kareck, roth of Fuly, 1758. 


«© T was extremely glad to hear of your fafe and quick arrival at Baffora. 
I attribute wholly to your politenels the thanks you are pleafed to give 
«« me, for the trifling fervices which I had the happinefs of rendering you, 
‘< and beg you to believe, that I wifhed for an opportunity ot ferving you 
‘in a more effential manner. — Ss oo 


ta) 


wr 


“© The poor failor *, for whom you had defigned the prefent of two 
hundred rupees, died at Baffora a little after your departure, fo that I can- 
“ not carry into execution your generofity refpecting him. 


nw 


“I conclude, gentlemen, in wifhing you much health and happinefs, 
‘© during the remaining part of your journey. It will give me great plea- 
‘© fure to hear of its being happily ended; and am, with the moift perfect 
*¢ efteem, 

*¢ Gentlemen, 
‘¢ Your moft humble, and 
*¢ very obedient fervant, 
“* KNIPHAUSEN.” 


P.S. “ 1 doubt not but Mr. Pye is much fatigued by the length of 
** the journey: 1 beg to be remembered to him, and Mr. /d/ms. 


““ To Mefieurs Doidge and Ives.” 


The four gentlemen, (my future fellow travellers) encouraged by our 
example, left Rengal laft February; ftaid a month at Baffora on account of 


® This man belonged to the Dutch Felucca which carried us from Karec to Bafora, and had 
the misfortune to have his hand torn to pieces by the ¢xplafion of one of her cannon. 
7 “2 the 
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the exceffive heat: paffed from thence .to Baghdad, by the Euphrates, and 
then over the great Defert to Aleppo, under the management of Cojee Raphacl, 
who ferved them allo a very dirty trick. 


They informed me, that they left matters at Benge! in a pretty good eae: 
and that my worthy friend Caprain Henry Simtib had at laft been obliged, o 
account of his ill ftate of health, to follow the advice I had long oe 
given him, of quitting his fhip, and had failed for Aurope in the fame 
veflel with Captain Speke.—I fear too nice a fenfe of honour, which pous 
Captain Smith carried to excefs, has been the means of keeping him too 
long in that unwholefome climate * ! Thefe gentlemen alfo advifed me, 
that Colonel Ford was at Bengal, and that my good friend Major Carnac 
was with him; that Colonel Cive was foon to leave the province; that all 
the lands agreed on by creaty with the Nabod, were delivered into our 
hands; that fince our departure, the late Meer Faffer, now Soubakdar, had 
made another payment of the money ftipulated to the company, and other 
perfons concerned; and that he had been confirmed in the three provinces 
by a commiftion froin the great Mogul, who likewife had conferred a very 
high title on Colonel CHve, and another, though lefs military, yet very 
honourable, on Mr. Watts. They concluded with telling me, that Lieutenant 
Cormick of the Tyger, and Captain Young of the army, were dead; but that 
all my other particular friends, except Captain Smith, were in 1 good health. 


In the evening we rode out, and vifited thofe other remains of antiquity, 
mentioned in Mr. Drummona’s travels, p. 251. We went alfo to the marine 
town, and faw the church of S¢. Lazarus. The Papas told us, it is now 1722 
years fince he was buried here. This faint is he, whédm our Saviour 
railed from the dead. They fhewed us the end of his coffin under ground, 
and defired us to take notice of fome fcraps of rags and ends of thread 
brought hither by thofe who have been favoured with the affiftance of the 
faint. The end of what they call the coffin, has been pitched or befmeared 
with fome bitumenous fubftance, defigned to impofe upon the ignorant and 
credulous, as moifture iffuing from the faint’s body. ‘The church belongs 
to the Grek: but the Romans on St. Lazarus's day, never fail to perform 
divine fervice at one of the altars. 


Thank God! J am now in perfeét health, which is more than T Lave been 
able to fay for ten months paft. I {pent fome hours this day in taking 
leave of the feveral families 1 arn acquainted with. J met by accident with 
the French conful, went with him to his houfe, and tor the hictle time I 
tarried, was entertained very politely. 


We agreed with a cook to go with us to Leghor#, and to continue in our 
fervice during the quarantine we fhall be obliged to perform there. ‘Phe terms 
are 50 dollars, and ten or twelve more to be paid him by way of Suare 


* He died before the fhip left the country. 
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1748. (or prefent) on ‘his good behaviour. This laft fum is.meant to defray his 
enn expences back. 


Odober 31. To-day the cook fent us word, that his wife will not let him go: 
however we foon hired another, who is to have 60 Cyprus dollars, and Buxie 
on the fame footing as was agreed on with che firft. 


We paid our farewel compliments to the conful in the morning, who 
with his Chancellor, returned the vific a few minutes afterwards; and we 
went on board. 


My very worthy and obliging friend Mr. Turner made us a vifit on board 
ithe Elena Brig, and finding the captain not inclined for failing, infifted on 
taking us afhore again. We yielded, and in our way paid our refpects to 
the conful, but fpent the day with Mr. Zurner, who at our requeft, procured 
for us two hogfheads of water, fome charcoal, and other culinary necef- 
faries, which we on examination thought the vefiel wanted, though the 
captain and pilot both infifted on the contrary. Mr. Turner accompanied 
us on board in the evening, and after fupping with us, left the fhip about 
nine; when we weighed anchor, took leave of the ifland of Cyprus, and put 

to fea, fteering the proper courle for the port of eghorn in Italy. As the 
dull detail of a fea-journal can afford but little entertainment; it will be 
‘fufficient to obferve in general, that after the moft diftreistul and alarming 
voyage I ever made; (owing chiefly to the inexperience of our young 
commander, who had been bred a clerk in a merchant’s office) we hap- 
Lecnorn. Ppily came to an anchor in Leghorn road on the 4th of December. In 
Monday, -Our way we touched at Mefina in Sicily, an ifland which affords the moft fer- 
December 4. tile plains, and one of the moft beautiful profpeéts in the whole world, but 
where, though they furnifhed us with plenty of frefh provifions, we 
could not get leave to perform quarantine; fo cautious are the magiftrates 
there on this head, ever fince the great plague which raged in ie year 

1744, and carried off two thirds of the inhabitants *. 





* The following accurate account of the dreadful havoc made by the plague at Me//na 
xo the year1744, extracted by an Abbe from the regilters of that city, will fufficiently account 
for the extreme caution ufed by that government to guard againft it. : 


Names of Parifhes. [Number of people; Number that died} Remained alive 
before the plague.| of the plague. | after the plague, 





St. Giacoma 1465 1124. ° 351 
St. Lorenzo a 1555 1012 543 
Si, Leo — —— 4548 3068 1480 
St. Lua — —~ 1398 | 999 399 
St. Malleo —— 547° 4370 1100 
St. Leonard oe 10378 $302 2076 
St. Pietro iateeeies 2z10 1569 6r0 
St. Antonio = 10699 7309 3390 
St. Nichola come 4114 2y01 1213 
St, Guiliano —— — 1gi2 972 540 

Total — 43359 31017 11742 


CHAP. 
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C H A PP. VIII. 


Tbe author is obliged to perform quarantine in the Lazaretto at Leghorns. 
Receives a letter from Mr. Doidge, giving an account of bis party’s proceed- 
ings. —Occurrences and obfervations at Leghorn.—ourney to Pifa, Lucca, 
Borgiana, and Florence.—Defcription of this laft place, of the Great Duke's 
palace of Pitti; of the famous gallery of the old palace, and the feveral cham- 
bers of curiofities, of the chapel of St. Laurence, baptiftry, library, &c, &ce 
— Journey to Bologna, Ferrara, Padua azd Venice. 


'E ‘had no fooner come to an anchor in the road of Leghora, but 1758. 
we wrote to the Briti/> conful, who foon favoured us with the 
following obliging anfwer. : 


“© GENTLEMEN, Fuefday morning. 


¢ T have received the letter which you were pleafed to honour me with, 
and immediately fent to the chancellor of health for an order to the 
captain of the Lazaretto to receive you, and your fervants; which 1s made 
out, fo that you may go there whenever you pleafe. ‘The accommoda- 
tions will be very indifferent; however, I will fend to the captain of the 
Lazaretto, and beg ef him to render you all the fervices in his power. 
And as to myfelf, you have only to command me, and make me as 
ufeful to you as poffible. 
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“© When you arrive at the Lazaretto, I will take care to fend a man to 
you, and you may give him your orders from time to time, to buy you 
fuch neceffaries as you may want. You will find him very faithful, and 
may give him what you pleafe for his trouble. 
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“ The gentlemen you enquire after *, have not paffed this way, nor have 
IT heard any thing of them. 


fr 
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“Tam forry I cannot fend you any Englifb papers; the officers of the 


‘“ navy have carried them all away, but the bearer brings you fome Frenca 


la 


® Mr. Dordge and his party. | 
, Kee | “ Leyden 


1758. 
heseoart asta 


December 7. 


December 8. 


“S confinement; for every thing in my power, fuch as money, &e. you 


“© may command. 


 « 
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“ Leyden gazettes. Admiral Broderick failed hence with the fleet the 12th 
‘© of November. 


“ It is with concern I acquaint you, that your quarantine cannot be lefs 
than thirty days. I have only to reiterate to you the offers of my beft 
fervices, and to affure you, that I will with pleafure receive and execute 
any commands you may have for me. I am, 

‘© Gentlemen, 
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“ To Meffrs. Ives, Tottingham, “ ‘Your moft obedient 
‘© Pafley, Bailey, and Gre- - “* humble fervant, 
“ cory; 0% board the Elena - a Joun Dicx.” 


*“ Fortunata, in tbe road of 
*© Leghorn.” 


The next morning the following letter was brought to us in the Lazarstto 
from Mr. Becher, to whom I had been recommended by his brother at 
Bengal, 


“© GENTLEMEN, Livorno, 6 December, 1758. 


‘““ THIS being a poft day, together with the tempeftuous weather, will 
prevent my paying you my perional refpects till to-morrow; but being 
Impatient in the mean while to fee my brother’s letters, I beg the favour 
of you to deliver them to the bearer. . 
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‘< T congratulate you, gentlemen, on your fetting foot again on a Chrz/- 
tian fhore; and as I fear you will find the accommodations at the 
Lazaretto very indifferent, I bee you will make me acquainted with 
whatever you may want either for your ufe or comfort during your 
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*¢ The bearer is my boatman, who will wait on you daily to know, and 
to fupply your wants. He is a very honeft, good man. I fend you 
by him two London Magazines for your perufal, in an idle hour: 
to-morrow J will convey to you fome Engle news-papers. Jam, with 
refpect, 


6 


oo 


n 


wn 
nr 


~~ 
~~ 


“ Gentlemen, 


$ Vo the Britifh gentle- ‘“* Your moft obedient, 
© men at the Laza- “and moft humble fervant, 
“ retto.” JOHN BECHER.” 


Mr. Becher, accompanied by his partner Mr. 4few, and another gentle- 
man named forbes, came to pay us a vifit. The firft repeated his kind 
offers of fervice. This day our quarantine begins, and not before, as our 
baggage unluckily was not brought afhore with us yefterday. 


The conful, (in his coach) accompanied by Mr. dew, and two gentle- 
men of the fhips of war, came to fge, us. I had not the pleafure perfonally 
to 
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to thank them for their civilities, having been the laft two days greatly 1758, 
diftrefled in my bowels, from a cold caught on board the veffel, and re- Ween 
newed the day we came to the Lazaretto. 


It has blown very hard all the laft night, with thunder, lightning, and December 9. 
great hail-ftones. The air fo piercingly cold, it is with difficulty I can 
keep myfelf from fhivering at the fire-fide. The pain of my bowels is 
fomewhat abated, but I have no appetite. 


The bluftering weather is over; and a clear fky and keen air fucceeded. December to. 


—Mr. Pantam, and another gentleman vifited us; but I was not well enough 
to fee them. | 


1 wrote a letter to Mr. Becher, relative to Mr. Doidge and his company. Monday, 
He an{fwered me, that “he could not learn any thing of them, but pro- Decemberitt 
mifed, agreeable to my defire, to write to Venice.” —The conful by a note, 
affures me, that neither he, nor the admiral, knew any thing of them. 


I grow better daily, though fome pain in the right fide ftill continues. December 12: 
This has been a fhort, yet one of the moft threatning attacks I ever had 
in my bowels ; owing to my clofe confinement, the cold wet weather, and 
the want of every conveniency when on fhip-board. To thefe may be 
added, the heavy rains to which we were expofed on coming afhore, and 
the extreme cold and damp air of the Lazaretto, whofe rooms have been 
untenanted, and without a fire for 18 or 20 days paft. 


The conful repeated his vific with Mr. 4/kew, this evening. This was Detember'¢ 

the firft time I had an opportunity of paying him my perfonal refpeéts. He 
gave us great fpirits, by affuring us, that our quarantine would be but of 
thirty days continuance; and he added, that of thofe thirty, he believed 
he fhould be able to get off five, provided we could refolve to leave all 
our wearing apparel behind us. With pleafure we accepted of the propofal, 
and gave our orders to taylors, fhoe-makers, &¢. to accommodate us with 
every thing new; for, as Addi/on obferves, 


“A day, an hour of precious liberty, 
“Is worth a whole eternity in bondage.’ 


I thank God, I am once more happily reftored to health.—Our little pecember 1 
community affembled this morning, and read the prayers of the church, 


offering up our moft devout thanks to heaven for its kind protection 
hitherto. i 


Mr. and Mrs. Zevet, to whom Mr. Pafley had been recommended, have Monday 
been very civil and complaifant, in fending us feveral things from their December: 
own kitchen.—The conful too has been exceedingly kind, fendjng us rum 

, Kee 2 and 


758. 
Nancssomy cored 


December 21. 


December 23. 


December 28. 
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and beer; and we are under a thoufand obligations of this kind to Mefits.. 
Becher and Afkew.—— A moft melancholy piece of news reached us this 
morning; that a Ragu/an veffel from Tenis, with the French corfel and 
his farmly on board, had been wrecked on the ifland of Corfica, and the 
whole crew except fix men, perifhed. Had not Mefirs. Bailey and Gregory 
one night of our paffage, defignedly raifed a falfe alarm of feeing land, we 
fhould certainly have met with the fame fate as this Ragufan vefiel. Thefe 
gentlemen not fatisfied with the courfe we were fteering, intreated the captain 
eo hau] up two or three points more to the northward, which he, by the 
advice of his pilot, refufed to do; but was at laft brought to it by Mr. Gre- 
gory’s calling aloud “ Land!” which, though not at that time feen, yet by 
the bearings of Corfica from us the next morning, it plainly appeared that 
had we continued our firft courfe, we muft inevitably have been upon the 
rocks before break of day. We have had dreadful accounts lately of fhip-- 
wrecks in the gulph of Venice.—God grant that my friends are well! 


Heaven be praifed!—This evening Mr. Becher fent me a letter he had’ 
received from Venice; which fays, that ** fome gentlemen from Jndia, who em- 
“ barked at Cyprus in the St. Blaiffe of Ragufa for Malta, are, and have 
“ been. fome time in the Lazaretto, and will be at liberty by about the 
“ time the Leghorn poft fhall return thither.”——I immediately difpatched a 


letter to Mr. Dotdge at Venice. 


Mefits. Becher, Afkew, and the Rev. Mr. Hutchinfon chaplain to the 
faftory, vifited us. In the courfe of our converfation fome doubts arofe- 
refpecting the length of our quarantine, whether it will continue 30 or yo: 
days; we hope for the beft. Many French gentlemen are in this Lazaretzo,, 
from whom we found that things are in a very bad fituation in France, 
and that nothing but murmurings are to be heard among the peopte. On: 
my obferving, that there were new fquadrons fitting out in the ports of Bre/t 
and Toulon, one of them, fhrugging up his fhoulders, anfwered, ‘“* To what. 
end, unlefs to be carried into your harbours !” 


This day the conful and Mr. Akew came to pay us a vilit, and brought. 
with them the doleful tidings of our being obliged to perform a forty days. 
quarantine. However, the conful gave us fome little comfort, by re-af- 
furing us that the five days grace would be allowed, by a change of clothes. 
We told him we were prepared for that, and fhould rejoice at even but five 
hours addition to our liberty. We begged his pardon, if he difcovered any. 
degree of impatience in our anfwer, afluring him, we were perfectly fenfible 
of his friendly endeavours and wifhes to ferve us.—He was fo obliging’ as to. 
place all we faid to its proper account. I could not but obferve, that three 
Cyprian birds were fuffered to be taken out of the Lazaretto to-day for the 
governor’s own ufe. Surely our naked bodies cannot be fuppofed to retain. 
more infection, than the feathers of thefe animals. | 


: This. 
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This evening we received a letrer from the conful, as follows: “Heis 1758: 
“ forry to acquaint us, of his being informed by the chancellor of health, meee 
“¢ that the magiftrates of Florence having received late accounts of the plague ~““ #! 
“ breaking out at Sa/onica and the neighbouring places, have directed that 
*€ the grace of five days fhall not be allowed us: but yet that the chancellor 
“ has advifed him .to-apply to the governor for our being permitted to take 
“ the advantage of them, promifing to back his reqneft:” adding, he 
thinks it very probable he fhall fucceed. | 


The captain of the Laaaretto, whofe behaviour to us has been exceedingly 1759. 
polite, having applied to the chancellor and governor, to indulge us with ,Monday. 
the five days grace, this morning received for anfwer, that ‘ the quarantine a a 
“is an affair derermined upon at Florence, from which the magiftracy of. 

* Leghorn cannot deviate.” 


This morning, I received with a pleafure not to be expreffed, a long 
letter from my faithful and valuable friend Mr. Dodge. I fhall tranfcribe fo. 
much of it, as will ferve to give the reader a proper idea of what he and: 
his party underwent after their parting with me at Latichea. 


“¢ My dear Friend, Venice, 29. December, 1758.. 


“< T really do not know how to go about to tell you, the furprize, the joy, 
the concern, I felt all together, at the receipt of your letter of the 22d 
inftant, which was brought to me laft night. Had the poft. returned: 
immediately, it muft have gone without my anfwer, fuch was the hurry 
and perturbation of my fpirits! but I am made happy in having this 
whole morning to write to you, for ] have a rhoufand things to fay. 
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* In the firft place, I moft uneerely thank God that you are fafely 
landed at Leghorn, and hope by «he route you rrapofe to take, you will 
have a pleafant and entertaining journcy home; where I fhall not expect 
to fee you till the latter end of March, or beginning of April. 
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‘© You might well be furprized at hearing of our being here, but you 
know, my dear Ned, there is no contending with fate; we endeavoured 
to get to Malta, but it was impoffible ; and I affure you we are all very 
thankful for our being fafely !ande.1 here, it being more than we expected.. 
To give you any tolerable idea of our voyage, I muft carry you back to: 
Cyprus, from whence we failed the 14th of September. We had nothing 
“© but contrary winds and bad weather all the way to Khodes, where we. 
“ arrived the 6th of Ofober. Upon examining into our itock of provifions, 
<< we found that by being fo long out, it became feceffary to get a recruit, 
“as well as to fill our cafks with water: this we had been obliged to do 
““ once before, between Cyprus, and that ifle;. the rafcal of a captain having 
“ moft villainoufly deceived us in this article, by the account given in, 
“ before we failed. The gth of Ofober we left Rhodes, and carried with 
“us our old luck, nothing but contrary winds, till we got the length of 
2. “ Modon: 
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Modon, in the Morea, when a gale fprung up from the fouth, andblew 
hard; we intended to have ftopped at Modon to complete Our watery 
being reduced to the laft cafk, but our captain informed us it was impof- 
fible to lie in Modow road, with that wind, and that he could carry us to 
another place more fafe and convenient; at the fame time hinting, that 
he could not think of going to fea (though the wind was tolerably fair) 
until the weather became more moderate. He often talked of Venice, and 
of the wind being fair for that port. We perceiving his drift, conlulted 
together, as to what was belt to be done, and at laft agreed to take ad- 
vantage of the foutherly wind, and make a puth for Venice, without 
ftopping any where till we fhould be forced to do fo for water. Accord- 
ingly we bore away, and fteered our courfe for this place; but, before we 
arrived, which was not till the 8th of laft month, many were the difficul- 
ties and dangers we had to encounter. I often rejoiced you was not with 
us, hoping, my dear Ned, that you was at your eale on board the Prefton; 
for 1 could not be fure of your being in the Swede. Indeed, had I the 
leaft thought of your getting into Leghorz, you know I would not have 
omitted writing to you. However, I muft ayain thank providence we 
are both in the Jand of the living; and I hope by and by, the re- 
counting of thele difficulties and difappointments will afford us much 
pleafure. 


** You may fuppofe I was not long here, before I wrote to all my friends in 
England ; among the reft, you will be fure I did not neglect our friend Cap- 
tain Speke, from whom I have received an an{wer, the copy of which | in- 
clofe you for your information. Befides the bufinefs it fpeaks of, it will thew 
the high regard which that great and good man has for us both. He has 
fet my heart at eafe, for 1 was fearful of being cenfured for having idled 
away my time. 


‘* As foon as we arrived here, I wrote a letter to Mr. Murray the Englifh 
minifter, to acquaint him with our fituation, and the public difpatches we 
had in our cultody. He very genteely fent his fecretary to us, to inform 
us of every thing we wanted to know. I fhall leave a letter with this 
lait gentleman, to be delivered to you, when you get here. His name 
is Ducket ; you will find him a very fenfible and friendly man, 


“© Soon after we got into the Lazaretto, I recollected that our friend 
Baron had told me of an intimacy that fubfifted between him and a 
General G———e of this place, and of his wanting an opportunity to fend 
him a cafk of Cyprus wine. Now, as ] had laid ina ftock at Cyprus, I 
wrote a letter to the general, acquainting him with Mr. Baron’s inten- 
tions ; and as | was yinder great obligations to that young gentleman, I 
begged the general to give me an opportunity of anticipating his friend’s 
defign, by fending him a cafk from my own ftore, which I defired him 
to look upon as coming from Mr. Baron. The general returned me his 
thanks in the politeft terms, and very obligingly came to the Lazaretto to 


3 6¢ pay 
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“© pay us a vifit, He brought with him a Colonel 7-——, who is another 
“ officer in the fervice of this republic. By this means I have made a very 
*¢ good acquaintance with the general and the colonel. I fhail take care to 
‘© make them acquainted with your name, and dare fay you will pafs your 


** time here very agreeable, as you'll be jure to meet with feveral Engli/b 
*© Jadies and gentlemen. 


‘“¢ We have loft no time in preparing every thing for our journey. I fhall 


“© leave you a copy of the route we intend to take. We have been obliged 
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be under that neceffity. Mr. Ducket is the beft able to inform you of 


“¢ that, and every thing elle you want to know. 


“© Farewel, my dear Ned, and believe me unalterably, 
Your affectionate 
and faithful friend, 
Henry Doipce.” 


P. S. “ I had almoft forgotten to advife you upon your arrival here, to 
enquire for Seignior Sebafitan Battagio, who will procure you the lodgings 
“© we are now in, and if you want cafh, will fupply you with any fum.” 
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The conful favoured us this morning with a very polite letter, touching 
our dilappointment of the five days grace. He faid, he had fet forth our 
hardfhip in the ftrongeft terms to Sir Horace Man, the refident at Florence. 
We returned the coniul our beft acknowledgments in a joint letter. 


Mr. Afkew was with us, and confirmed the account of the conful’s carry- 
ing his complaint to Florence, and of his having particularly mentioned the 
taking out of the birds which came from Cyprus in our veffel for the ule 
of the governor, at the end of 20 days.—An opera is to be performed 
this night. 


The following lines are cut on one of the window-fhutters of our room, 
which I here infert not for the goodnefs of the poetry, but becaufe they 
fenfibly ftruck me, as exactly correfponding with my own melancholy 
fituation. 


‘“ Ut nox longa mihi vifa eft, cum Delia mendex 

“© Pollicica eft, curis premia magna meis, 

Cum fero ad limen, frigidique tub etheris axe, 

‘© Cantarem querulis, furda puella, tibi; 
Miratufque fuam vim tanto vincter igne 

‘¢ Trux boreas glomerat dum fuper ora nives. 
Sic mihi (nam de me fateor) dulcem inter amorem 
‘* Telluris patriz, tempora tarda fluunt: 
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‘© Tempora 


to buy two carriages, but as you will not go poft, perhaps you will not 


17594 
Lecomien pxmnngl? 


January 5. 


Sunday, 


January 7, 


1759. 


m7, 


January 11. 


Monday, 


January 15. 


January 16. 
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*¢ Tempora tarda fluunt, qu tot labentibus annis 
“© Me vifu prohibent cara tuo genetrix! 
Ter denos, quatuorque dies fol aureus orbe 
“© Complevit totos, alter et hic fuper eft, 
“ Ex quo me fanum, me quovis nomine peftis 

“ Jam dudum immunem, carcer iniquus habet. 
4 Sum paffus graviora ; dabit Deus his quoque finem 
“© Uc Phoebi terris craftina lux fuerit. 
Tzdia fic parvo folebar carmine; & idem 
_& Hofpes! quifquis eris, fic tibi perfugium ! 

“ Duodecimo Calendas Martin, 1758. 
“ Guiiezmus O’CarroL, Hibernus.” 
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‘We were favoured with a vifit from the conful and his lady: Mefirs. 
Ajkew and Rutherford accompanied them. In the afternoon, the captain 
of the Lazaretto fent in his compliments, defiring the favour to {peak with 
us; on which we began to affume new hopes of the five days grace being 
granted. But it turned out nothing more, than delivering a comphment 
from the governor, who had come to the Lazaretto in the morning, intend- 
ing to tell us in perfon how forry he was that the five days grace could not 
be allowed us, though he had ufed his utmoft endeavours with the govern- 
ment at Flarence for that purpofe. As we were engaged with the conful 
and his lady at the time the governor came, he would not come in, but 
went away, defiring that his compliments might be made tous. Sir Horace 
Man alfo wrote, that his folicitations in our affair had been unfuccefs- 
ful. : 


This evening we were vifited by the phyfician of the place, who, with 
great folemnity, pronounced that we were uninfected. 


We breakfafted with the captain of the Lazaretto, and immediately after- 
wards, in a tran{port of Joy, left the place of our long confinement. 


The firft perfons we paid our refpects to, were our particular friends 
Mefits. Becher and Afkew. The latter was fo obliging as to attend us in 
the vifits we made the fame morning to the EngifS conful, to the go- 
vernor, and to Mr. and Mrs. Levert. After thefe were over, we walked 
round the mole and arfenal, dined with Mr. Becher’s family, and in the 
evening went to the opera. The theatre here is fmall, but neat; it will 
hold about 700 people, and is the property of private perfons, who let 
the boxes out to hire for the featon. Bur exclufive of the feat, you pay 
for the performance alfo; and this, by perfons of fafhion, is either done 
by the quarter, or more commonly by the whole feafon. People in the pit 
pay three polls (about eighteen pence) for each night, and three or four 
fcratches more to the owner of the feat. The manager receives the whole 


_ money, and out of it defrays all expences, contraéting with each actor and 


mufician 
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mufician for the feafon. The band confifts of 25 hands, among whom 


are fome of the beft performers in Italy. The opera-dreffes are made up 
inia good tafte, and very droll. | | 


, \ 

The governor, conful, and Mr. Levet, returned‘our vifits. As foon as 
they were gone, we went to take a view of Donatello’s famous ftatue of the 
grand duke in marble, and the four Turki/b flaves in bronze, which is a 
piece of exquifite workmanfhip. The grand duke is ftanding on a pe- 
deftal,: with the father and his three fons fo chained, that at its four 
corners from the proper point of view, all their faces are at once beheld. 
The bagnio likewife is a very noble fight, and well deferving a traveller's 
attention. | 


We breakfafted with Mr. Hutchinfon, who afterwards, with Mr. Levet, 
walked round the walls of the garrifon with us. It is a neat, compact fortifi- 
cation, with a wet ditch, redoubts, glacis, &c.: from the walls, we had a moft 
deautiful land and fea profpect. We were afterwards conducted to feveral 
handfome churches. One belonged to the Greeks of the Roman perfuafion, 
and another to the Armenians. We faw a pretty collection of paintings at 
Mr. Hutchinfon’s: Among others, were fome very ftriking likeneffes of the 
Ege ‘of the factory, done by our countryman Mr. Dance, who bids 
air to be at the top of his profeffion. At this gentleman’s lodgings, we 
heard the famous Seigntor Giardini play upon the violin; he was a pupil of 
Cartoni’s, and is looked upon as the firft fiddle now in Italy. 


In our walk this morning, I could not but take particular notice of a 
great number of horfes, which were led about dreffed with ribbons and other 
ermaments. Upon my enquiring into the reafon of this piece of pageantry, 
a French gentleman who came with us from Cyprus, and now happened to be 
upon the parade, fhook his head, and faid, he was afhamed to inform 
me, but the fact was, that the too credulous people, conformable to an an- 
nual cuftom, were leading thofe creatures to a certain church, in order to 
their being d/effed, which was done by the prayers and laying on of hands of 
a prieft, whofor his good offices received a pecuniary fatisfaction; and with- 
out this benediction, the owners never expect any good fervices from their 
cattle for the enfuing year. : 


. This day Mefirs. Becher, Afkew, Levet, Hutchinfon, Dance, and Dr. Gar- 
den (uncle to our good friend at Baghdad, and whom I made very happy in 
my account of his nephew) gave Mr. Gregory and me the pleafure of their 
coinpany at dinner, | a ~~ ; 

Many gentlemen and ladies of the factory, and our whole party dined 
with the governor to day. He is called Seignior Bourbon, Marquis de Monte. 
Flis falary is 1000/. per annum, exclufive of his houle, firing, wines, and 
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many other articles, which are provided for iim gfatis. He-has likewife 
an annual prefent from the Jews, who carry on a great trade ‘here. Cap- 
tains of fhips alfo, and their owners, are not unmindfel.ef paying. him tri- 
bute. Hie prefides over the inquifition amd‘ other courts; and has an. un- 
limited power to reprieve or pardon. ay : 


Leghorn is fituated on what they call an ifland, made fo by an artificial’ 
canal which runs round the walls, and at length communicates with the: 
river Arno. There are {aid to be 50,000 inhabjtants in this place, of whom 
they reckon 144,000 are Fews: thefe live ina part of the town by them- 
felves. Some of them are rich, and keep their carriages; byt what ds very 
remarkable, they. are never fuffered to be driven by a coachman fitting’on:a. 
box, but by a poftilion only. The trade of Leghorn is ftill very. great, 
though of late years it has been. much leflened by Genoa, Civita Vecchta,. 
Ancona, and Naples, being declared free-ports..*: ’ = 


At nine this morning, a.letter was put into my. hands from a friend in 
England, dated the 28th of December l\aft, bringing the moft melancholy. 
tidings of the death of my dear and only furviving parent, whofe face above 
all things I once more defired to fee. The good natured reader will eafily 
conceive what ] thought, and felt, on this affficting occafion, and fpare me 
the trouble of defcribing it.. During the whole time I-had been feparated 
from her, I had formed to myfelf the exquifite fenfation of comforting her 
in the decline of life, and had often fighed out in the ardour of my heatg,. 
and in the fpirit of poetry, and of Pope, j 


“‘ Me let the tender office long engage: 

“To rock the cradle of repofing age! = 

‘© With lenient arts. extend a mother’s breath, 

“‘ Make languor imile, and fmooth the bed of death! 
‘© Explore the thought, explain the afking eye, 

‘* And keep awhile one parent from the fky !” 


But heayen thought not proper to indulge me in this perhaps my too 
paffionate requeft ; and to its decrees, how rigorous foever, I am taught to 
fubmit. | | 


In the evening we took leave of all thofe whofe ftation, friendfhip, or ac- 
quaintance made it neceffary. : : 


* Mr. Addéfon, who was here in the year 1699, {peaks of the great duke being then under 
apprehenfions of the Pope’s making Civita Vecchia a free port, as it might in time prove very 
prejudicial to Leghorn. Appison’s travels, page 228, | | 
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- At. ten o'clock this morning, Mefirs, Gregory, Batley, and myfelf, 
with our fervants, ‘in three: poft chaifes left Leghorn for Pifa, accompanied 
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amen aie 
by our obliging friends Mofits. Becher and Hutchinfon. The road between Jury 24 


thefe two places -runs: partly ehrough a very pleafant wood, and partly 
through the moft delightful valley that poffibly can be conceived. The 
profpect to our right, was that of an unbounded plain; while that to our 
left, was terminated by the Apennine mountains, many of whofe tops were 
covered with fnow.*. After we had left the wood, we entred upon the 
plain, and got to Pi/a, by dinner-time. 


Leghorn has almoft depopulated the city of Pi/a, which if compared with 
its former flourifhing ftate, may be now truly faid, to be without inhabi- 
tants. We did not omit to vifit the much talked of leaning or hang- 
ing tower,: ‘whofe inclination has been at length determined by judi- 
cious artifts, to be entirely owing to the foundation’s giving way. This 
tower ferves asa belfry to the cathedral, and ftands but at a little diftance 
from it. The cathedral is a large, noble, gothic pile of building, and 
its baptiftry or dome, and three brazen doors done by ‘Fobn of Bologna, can 
never be fufficiently admired. St. Stepben’s hofpital, and the beggar’s church, 
are likewife worth feeing. 


We dined at a public houfe here; and at three o’clock parted with our 
two friends Mefirs. Becher and Hutchinfon, who returned to Leghorn, while 
we went on, for Lucca; where we arrived juft before the fhutting of the 
gates, having travelled over the fineft vale, and the beft cultivated fields and 
vineyards, that imagination itfelf can poffibly conceive. Lucca is a well 
built city, and though the ftreets are narrow, they are well paved. Its 
fituation is delightful. 


We left Lucca at half paft feven, for Borgiana, which is a journey of two 
pofts. We got to it at half paft nine, having ftill the ite delightful 
country to pafs over, diverfified by many a pleafant villa and little town. 
Among the laft were Manze and Lontina on our left, and Saint Mariana- 
Cote, co our night. 


Borgiana is a neat country town; we took horfes there for Piftoria or 
Pizoria, and reached it about one in the afternoon. This is a walled city, 
and famous for the battle fought near it, between Anthony and Catiline, in 


* Horrebat glacie faxa inter lubrica fummo 
- Piniferum coelo mifcens caput Apeninus : 
Condiderat nix alta trabes, & vertice celfo 
Canus apex firicta furgebat ad aftra pruina. . 
, Sit, Ital. lib. iv. 
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which the latter was defeated, and killed *; but we paffed by! without going 
into it, Raving changed our horfes. and pottiliens at an ton. without the 
gates: we proceeded on for Prata,, anosher walled eity. The people of 
the country through which we travelled. to-day look gay, and there. appears: 


—acertain air of chearfulnefs and content in all their: countenances.. The 


women are handfome, and at the fame time induftrious: we faw none of 
them but were bufily employed, either in the work of the fields, or fpin- 
ning and knitting in their houfes.. We arrived: at Florence about. half. paft 
feven in the evening. _ ee eo 


We made it our firft bufinefs this morning to wait upon Sir Horace’ Aan 
the Britifa envoy, who received us very politely. We afterwards vifited the: 
great duke’s palace of Pitti, It confifts of a body, and two wings, built of 
ftone, with Tu/can pillars and ruftic work.. The wings contain. chiefly bed-. 
chambers, but the rooms in the center are filled with a a of paintings, 
&c¢. done by the moft celebrated. matters.. 


I fhall only mention thofe that ftruck. me moft fenfibly.. 


Antiochus and Stratonice, by Pietro de Cartona. + 

Four large pictures, reprefenting death, purgatory, judgment, heaven: 
and hell, by the Chevalier Na/cini of Sienna. 

A Fudith, with Holifernes's head tn her. hand. 

The Saviour of the world, by Marroche.. 

A Mars going to war, by Rubens. | 

The three Deftinies, holding, {pinning, and cutting the thread. of life, 
by Michael Angelo. | 

A. Cleopatra in Affliction, by Guide. 

Our Saviour at {upper with his twelve Apoftles, by Bonifacio. 

A Virgin Mary with a little Fe/us, by Titsan. 

Another fine picture of a Madona, and the infant Fe/as in her arms,. ats: 
tended by two angels, who are reading a {croll. | 

The rape of the Sylvan nymphs by Satyrs; by Rubens. 

Two pictures by Salvator Rofa. One of them reprefents a Sea-port. 
crowded with fhips and gallies. The other is alfo on a marine fubject. 

A portrait of Cardinal Bentivoglio, by Vandyke. 

A fine picture of St. Francis. He is reprefented to be in a dark room, 
with a ray of light ftriking upon his hands and. face.. This. circumftance: 
has a wonderful effect. | 


* Religuos Catilina per montes afperos, magnis itineribus, in agrum Piftorienfem ab- 
ducit. Sallufit Bellum Catalinarium. 


t+ The Hiftory of this picture is related at large in the 7th volume of Rollin’s ancient hif- 
tery.—Alfo Plutarch in Demetr. p. 906, go7. 


3 A Se. 


[ 405 J 

A St.. Sebajtian, The three arrows which killed him are reprefented as 
fticking in his Acfh ; the exquilite torture he is in, and indeed all’ the airs 
of this picture, are wonderfully expreffed. 

A fine Magdalen, by Furino. 

A dead Cbrift, by Czgolt. 

A St. Fobn, St. Mary, with a little Fe/us in her arms, and’ St. Francis 
ftanding by them; done in 1517, by Andrea del Sarto. 

A St. Ann, teaching her daughter to-read ; by Solomani a. Neopalitan, now. 
living. 

Four large Battle pieces, by Bourgenint. 

Oar Saviour, and four of the Apoftles, by Bartolomeo. 

Cain flaying Abel, by Scavona. 

A Luther, Calvin, and Calvin's wife; this. laft is reprefented as a beau-- 
tiful nun,. with golden difhevelled hair, on whom Ca/vin is made to look 
very wifhfully.—This picture was done by Girgoni.. 

But the moft valuable piece in the whole palace, is the incomparable 
Madona de la Segiola, or the Virgin Mary in a chair, with Ze/us in her 
arms. This is a {mall picture, but is efteemed by connoiffeurs to be the 
beft in the whole world; it was painted by Raphael. Forty thoufand’ 
dollars, fome fay fequins, have been offered for it; but if they were 
dollars only, this piture mutt: be worth about nine thoufand pounds 
fterling.. 

There are alfo in this palace many pieces of exquifite worktaanfhip in 
the other arts. Such in particular are four beautiful Al/o Reliefs in ivory.. 
The firft reprefents the Rape of Venus by Mars. The fubject of the 
fecond is the well-known flory of Bacchus and Ariadne. * The fable of 
Ceres looking after her daughter, is reprefented in the third. And in the 
fourth, Silenus is depictured as fitting drunk upon his afs. + Here 
are alfo four pieces of admired workmanthip in bronze, done by Fagurz. 
Their fubjedts are, our Saviour at the well with the Samaritan woman ; the 
Prodigal Son. returned to his iather; the appearance of God unto MoJes in 
the burning bufh; and another piece of Scripture-hiftory which I have now 
forgotten, Thefe, and a thoufand other things, perhaps ftill more curious, 
are to. be found in the palace of. Prtti.. 


We had the honour of a vifit to-day from the Earl of Northampton, ant: 


another from Sir Horace Man. At night we went to the opera, where we 


were furprized to find the performers in every refpect greatly inferior to. 


thofe at Leghorn. 


In the morning we vifited the Earl of Northampton ; and afterwards went 
to fee the old palace,. which is juftly efteemed the greatelt repofitory in the 


* For this fable of Ceres, vide Ovin. Fait. lib. 4. 


+. Venerat & pando fenior Silenus afello. 
Ovio. Faft.. 


world 
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world of both ancient and modern curiofities. ‘I fhall here, as in my-de- 
fcription of the new or Pitti palace, only mention fuch pieces of fculpture 
or painting as, at the time I viewed them, made on my mind. the ftrongeft 
impreffions. | 

Hercules lifting up Anieus from the earth. * - 

A Roman foldier carrying off a Sabine woman by force, and trampling 
the hufband under his feet. t—Thefe two, with another of David, fland 
in the court of the palace, and all three are larger than life. | 

On the floor of the gallery, on one fide, are placed -bufts or ftatues of 
all the Emperors of .Rome, ftanding on marble pedeftals ; and eppofite to 


them are their Empreffes or wives. The feries begins with Fulius Cefar in 


bronze, and ends with Conftantiue in marble. They all deferve to be taken 
notice of, either as fingular in their kind, or admirable for the excellence of 
their fculpture. In the fame gallery, is a Roman Cenfor in his robes. 

A ‘Morpheus afleep.in touch-ftone. He lies on his back, has wings, and 
holds a bundle of poppy in his hand. 

A Veftal virgin; her head and fide of the face is hidden by a-flowing veil. 
In her right. hand fhe bears a torch (reprefenting the holy fire) and in her 


‘left a cup. 


A.Roman Gladiator, admiring his lately gotten ‘prize. This 1s a noble 


‘piece of {culpture. 


A Seneca. 

Jupiter and Ganymede. t 

Jupiter and Leda. § 

The nine Mu/es, 

‘Calliope, the Goddefs. of Mufic. 

Urania, the Goddefs of Aftronomy. 

A Chimera in brafs.—It has a Lion’s head, a Goat’s back, the hinder 


parts are thofe of a Dragon, and on its feet are Eagle’s claws. 


© Propertius has taken notice of this very ftatue, 





Juctantum in. pulvere figna 


Herculis Anteique. 
Lib. iii. Eleg. xxii, 


=———et raptas fine more Sabinas 
Conceffu cavex, magnis-Circenfibus adtis, 
Addiderat. Virco. Aineid. lib. viii. 








4 Intexufque puer frondofa regius Ida 
‘Velacis jaculo cervos curfuque fatigat 
Acer, anhelanti-fimilis ; quem:prapes ab Ida 
Sublimem pedibus Se a armiger uncis. 
Vireo. Aneid, lib. v. 


4 Dat mihi Leda Jovem cycno decepta parentem, 
Que falfam gremio credula fovic avem. 
Ovip. Epift. xvii. | 
Caftor 
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Cafter and Pollux:.. They are joined at their breafts, denoting the brotherly 1759. 
love that was bctweern them. 
| A Laocionvand his two Sons.—This is in bronze; avery large and fine 
piece of.{culpturc, and copied from the original. ftatue that ftands in the 
Belvidera at. Rome. * 
Apollo flaying Marfias, who is tied by his hands to a tree, for pretending 
to rival the God in Mufic. + 
The famous wild Boar. 
The God Pan, in porphyry. T° 
A Narciffus, admiring his own fhadow. § 
An A/culapius—pointing with the fore-finger of .one hand,. and holding 
a bundle of herbs in the other. 
Venus, with Cupid in her lap.- 
A ftatue of an Etrufcan Nobleman, commonly miftaken for Scipio. It is 
in bronze, and has fome charaéters that fpeak it to be Tu/can. 
Anninus Verus, the Son of Marcus. Aurelius. He died at.fix years of: 
ape. 
af Mars.—A’ Mercury.—A Bacchus. 


nde immenfis orbibus angues 
Incumbunt pelago, pariterque at littora tendunt. 
Laocoonta petunt : & primam parva duorum 
Corpora natorum ferpens amplexus uterque 
Implicat, & miferos morfu depafcitur artus. 
Poft ipsum, auxilio fubeuntem ac tela ferentem - 
Corripiunt, fpirifque ligane ingentibus : & jam 
Bis medium amplexi, bis collo fquamea circum 
Terga dati, fuperant capite & cervicibus altis. - 
.. THe fimul manibus tendit divellere nodos, 
Perfufus fanie vittas atroque veneno : 
Clamores fimul horrendos ad fidera tollit. 
Virc, Aeneid, lib. ii, | 





t Quem Tritoniaca latots arundine viétum 
Affecit pena ——— 
Clamanti cutis ett fummos derepta per artus: - 
Nec quicquam, nifi vulnus, erat. Cruor undique manat, 
Detectigue patent nervi; trepidzque fine ulla 
Pelle micant venz. Ovio. Metam. lib. vi. 


{ Pana Deum pecoris veteres coluiffe feruntur 


Arcades, Arcadiis plurimus ille jugis. 
Ovip, Faft. lib. ii, 


vife correptus imagine forme, 
Rem fine corpore amat-—— 

Aditupet ipfe fibis vultuque immatus eodem 
Heret—— 

Speciat inexpleto mendacem Jumine formam : 


Perque oculos perit ipfe. fuos, 
ae Ovip. Metam. lib. 1i1. 
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An 
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1759. An Alexander, looking upwards, with an air of grief or pain in his coun- 
4———» tenance. Mr, Addifon fuppofes, that the fculptor had in his thoughts the 
conqueror’s weeping for new worlds; but others think, that he is here 
reprefented as recovering from a grievous blow which he had juft before 
received, 

The Judgment of Paris.—The ftatues of Funo, Venus, and Pallas, are 
placed near him, and are fo difpofed, that Paris who has the apple in his 
hand, is made to give the preference to Venus, by fixing his eyes upon 
her *. : 

A Minerva.—A Flora. . 

An Apollo, with a bow on his shoulders +. 

A Prometheus f. | 

An Endymion, gazing attentively on the moon §. 

A drunken Bacchus, with a cup in his hand, done by Michael Angelo. 
This is the only finifhed piece of his in the whole gallery; and here he 
exerted ,all’ his powers, to convince the world that the abilities of men in 
his age, fell not fhort of thofe of the ancients. We were defired to obferve, 
that one of the arms of this ftatue was joined by a cement to the trunk ; 
and were told, that Angelo himfelf had purpofely broken it off, as foon as 
he had finifhed his work, and after fecretly burying the remaining part of 
the ftatue under ground, where he fuffered it to lie for fome time, he then 
caufed itto be dug up as though by accident, and fent it to the pope’s court, 
where it met with univerfal admiration, as a moft finifhed piece of antiquity. 
Angelo was foon afterwards fent for to Rome, to partake of the general 
fatisfaétion which this new difcovery had created, and after he had fuffici- 
ently diverted himfelf with the ignorance of thefe pretended antiquarians, 
he at length thought fit to clear up the whole affair, by producing the 
arm. Other writers have indeed related the fame ftory concerning a 
Cupid. | 


* At Venus hoc pata eft: & in altz vallibus ide 
Tres tibi fe nudas exhrbuere Dez: 
Dnaque cum regnum, belli caret altera Jaudem 5 
Tyndaridos conjux, tertia dixit eris. 
Ovip. Epift. xvii. 


+ Nunquam humeris pofiturus arcum 
Delius & Patareus Apollo. 
Hoxrat. Carm. iv. lib. iit. 


er tota HOVemM CHI jucera Corpus 
Porrigitur, roftroque immanis vultur obunco 
Immortale jecur tondens, fecuudague prenis 
Vilcera, rimaturque epulis, habitatque fub alto 
Pectore: nec fibris requies datur ulla renatis. 
Virc. Aneid. lib. vi. 





§ Latmius Endymion non eft tibi, Lunas, rubori. 
Ovip. Artis Amat, lib. ii. 
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_ Here are feveral other flatues begun by Afichael Angelo, but never 1759. 
finithed ; particularly one of the younger Brutus, on which is infcribed a “wo 
Latin verle, ™ excufe for the fculptor’s not going through with his work. ; 
The reafon affigned, is Brutus’s crime in murdering his friend and benefaétor 
Fulius Cafar, but the true reafon why this, and the feveral other ftatues 
by Michael Angelo were not finifhed, probably was, becaufe he was called 
olf from time to time by his mafters, the popes, who fet him about other 
performances. The laft ftatue 1 fhall take notice of in this gallery, is a 
very fine one of Bernini’s miftrefs, done by himfelf ; in which he has been fo 
exact as to fhew a fimall fcar in her face, occafioned by a fcratch he gave 
her at a game of romps. Two magnificent marble pillars ftand at the end 
of the gallery, on which feveral Roman arms and implements of war are 
curioufly wrought. 


_ At our return to our lodgings, we had the pleafure to find Mr. Totting- 
ham there, who was jult arrived from Leghorn. 


This morning we made a fecond vifit to the old palace, and were fhewn January 23, 
the feveral chambers of curiofities, that ftand on the fide of it. The 
firft chamber, which is about forty feet {quare, and of a good height, has 
its walls decorated with portraits of the great mafters in painting, each of 
whom drew his own picture, and fent it to this collection. The fecond, ts 
almoft full of fine old china, and has a Jarge touchftone table, cu- 
rioufly inlaid with oriental ftones of different kinds and colours. ‘The 
third is made up of different relicks of antiquity, dug out of the ruins 
of Rome. In the fourth, you are fhewn a-corona muralis, and a corona 
radialis with only eight fpikes. Mr. Addijon very juftly obferves, that the 
ufual number was twelve, and quotes the following lines trom /’r-gil to 
prove it: 





ee INGeNt! mole Latinus 
Quadryugo vehitur curru ; cul tempora circum 
Aurati bis fex radii fulgentia cingunt. 


Here alfo [ had the pleafure of feeing an ancient Aigyptian Sijirum*— 
This, and the two foregoing articles are of brafs. The fifth chamber, is an 
octagon; where I could not but take particular notice of two young 
Morpheus’s in white marble, as it ferves to invalidate an obfervation of Mr. 
Addifon’s, who feems to intimate that the God of fleep was never reprefented 


* Regina in mediis patrio vocat Agmina Siftro. 

r ea ; VirG. Aineid. lib. ix. 
oes GUIC NUNC tia profunt 
Sutra — i i 

Ovip. Amorum, lib. ui. 
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by any of the ancient {culptors, but in black marble. Hlere was alfo the 
famous ftatue of the Roman flave, liftning, and whetting his knife, which 
is held in high: eftimation. 

Apollo.and five other deities in bronze, by Fobn of Bologna. 

A Venus in porphyry. 

A large fawn in marble. 

Another fine marble ftatue of what is called the ‘ two wreftlers.” 

An Hermapbhrodite lying afleep on its fide, but in fuch a manner as to 
partly difcover the male parts. The large breafts and hips declare alfo its 
feminine participation.—This ftatue was made after that celebrated one in 
the Villa Borghefe. 

A Priapus; four feet in length, and three feet one inch in circumference. 
Around this ftrange and obfcene figure, the twelve conftellations are 
reprefented. | 

A Roman conful fitting. —This is the ftatue taken notice: of by Mr. 
Addifon, as having the large ring upon his finger; which, he tells you, 
reminded him of Yuvenal’s expreffion “* majoris pondera gemm2x.” 

A Fupiter tonans. 

A buft of Euripides, the famous Greek tragic poet. 

Three marble bufts of Homer, found in Leghorn road. 

A fatyr, by Michael Angelo, not quite finithed. 

Three pretty babes afleep, and refting their heads upon one another. 

Over the door is a moft excellent buft of Oliver Cromwell, in plaifter of 
Paris; from which maany. copies have been taken. 


Another very remarkable ftatue in this collection, 1s the juftly celebrated: 
Venus of Medicis, fo called from-its being in. the poffeffion of that family, 
of whofe incomparable beauty of fhape, ar, and pofture, fo much has been 
{aid by all travellers. She is here ftiled “* Venus Viétrix,” to diftinguifhs 
her from two other Venus’s. which ftand near her. One of thefe is called. 
“© Venus marina,” the other “ Venus caleftis;” and both have a covering. 
round the waift: the firft is quite naked. 


In this room you are alfo fhewn a great variety of excellent paintings : 
fuch as Fobn the Baptift, by Raphael, he has a tyger’s fkin about the 
waift, and ts fuppofed to be in the wildernefs; he is painted very young, . 
not more than fixteen or feventeen years of age.—Lord Sousbwell, and Martin. 
Luther, by Holbein. 


Two much admired paintings by Titian. One of them is a portrait of 
his own wife, whom he has drawn at full length, lying on a bed, and as. 
naked as fhe came into the world. The other,. is of a moft beautiful girl, | 
a. favourite miftrefs of a great duke, who is alfo painted quite naked. The 
portrait of Tjtian’s. wife feems to be alive, and is as finifhed a piece of the - 
painter's art, as the Venus of Medicis is of the {culptor’s.—Many copies both 

of , 
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of the ftatue and picture are to be feen in private families, efpecially in 
thofe apartments where company is generally entertained. 


Three excellent night-pieces by Schalkin: and a fourth by Francis Douven 
a Palatine-—A nurfe teaching a child to read by candle-light, a friar ftands 
behind them, warming his hands at the fire: the light of the fire ftriking 
upon the perfon of the friar, is admirably well executed, as is alfo that of 
the candle on the nurfe and child. 


~The laft-curiofity that was fhewn us in this octagon room, was Cardinal 
Leopold’s cabinet of female beauties in miniature, done by the beft 
painters of the age he lived in. The cabinet has fixty drawers, with feven 
hundred pictures in each, all fet in filver. 


There are three or four other large chambers which are adorned with 
cabinets, tables and other pieces, inlaid with ebony, ivory, wax, lapis 
lazuli, amber, agate, and precious ftones, but as all voyage writers and 
authors of travels are full of thefe, I fhall pafs them by, taking notice only 
of four or five paintings which are exquifitely fine. 

Fohn Baptif’s head in a charger, by Caracci. 

Mars and Venus, by Rudens. 

Charles the fifth, emperor of Germany, and an Italian lady, by Vandyke. 

Adam and Eve, by Albert Durer. 


Over the door of one of thefe chambers, are the portraits of the great | 


Duke of Marlborough, Prince Rupert, and Lord Offory, done by our country 
man Sir Peter Lilly. 


In the afternoon we went to the baptiftry, which is an eee and was 
once a temple dedicated to the god Mars. It has three brafs gates; one 
of them was the work of Ghiberts, a Florentine, with many fcripture ftories 
in Baffo Rehevo. The famous Michael Angelo, was fo ftruck with its beau- 
ties, that he pronounced it worthy of being one of the gates of Heaven. ‘The 
other two are alfo very handfome, but greatly inferior to the former.—We 
then drove to the Doma church, which is a large Gothic cathedral. The 
Rotunda was the firft of its kind, and fo much admired by Michael Angelo, 
that he in part took from it the model of St. Peter’s at Rome. In this 
church, a Fobannes Acutus (as he is called) is painted in Fre/co, on horfe- 
back. He was an Englifhman in the Florentine fervice, and behaved very 


bravely, His proper name according to fome was Hac/luit, by others, Sharp, ' 


which the Jta/ians rendered into Latin by the word Acutus. 


We next vifited the Aununciata, a very neat church, with a gilded roof, 
and many fine paintings. The Madona del Sacca here 1s much admired. 
We then repaired to St. Croce, a Gothic pile of building; the moft remark- 
able things in it, are two fuperb monuments, one of them was erefted to 
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the memory of Michael Augelo, and has three ornamental ftatues about ir, 
done by three of his fcholars, reprefenting painting, fculpture, and archi- 
tecture. The other is oppofite to it, and was defigned for Galileo the 
famous geometrician and philoicpher. —_ - 


We went this morning to the famous chapel of St, Lanrence, which was 
begun an hundred and fifty years ago, and yet remains unfinifhed; nor is 
it probable that it ever will be compleated. This is the burial-place of the 
great dukes of the family of Mrdicis. Adjoining, is a prodigious large 
octagon building, with an high dome, which is looked upon as the greatelt 
defign now in the world. Lach fide of the octagon bas a moft magnifi- 
cent tomb or monument, with pilafters of the Corinthian and compofite 
orders, and ornamented in the moft elegant manner with the arms of 
the family, curioufly wrought in a great variety of marbles; whofe 
fine colours, exquifite polifhings, and nice difpofitions, intermixed with 
oriental {tones and ores, would make one fulpeét the whole to be the work 
of fome great mafter in painting. This building is finifhed from the ground 
to the upper part of the octagon, and beginning of the dome; the {caf- 
folding is ftill ftanding, bur no workmen have been employed for thirteen 
years. 


We were then fhewn the library, fo much celebrated for its large and 
valuable collection of manufcripts, in the Greek, Latin, and other dezd 
Janguages. There is one of Virgil, written in the fourth century; in the 
whole, there are at leaft three thoufand volumes all written on vellum, and 
in the molt elegant characters. 


Our party had this day the honour of dining with Sir /ferace Man; and 
were 10 fortunate as to meet there, the Earl of Northampton, and his gover- 
nor, with Mr. Anderfon, Mr. Wyte, and Mr. Henry, all Enelifs gentlemen 
on their travels.—Our converfation turned chiefly on the glorious and un- 
interrupted feries of fuccefs, which had lately attended the Briti/ arms in 
all parts of the world. A theme of this kind could not fail of affording 
a peculiar fatisfacticn to a company of Englifhmen, thus accidentally met 
cogether in a foreign land; but more particularly to me, who after fo lone 
and painful an ablence, was once more going to be made happy tn a fight 
of my native country, and at a time too when her reputation was about to 
be railed higher, than ever before, inthe annals of Great-Britain. 


Mr. Tottingham being obliged to fet out from hence this day on his 
return to England, | refolved to accompany him; and about eleven o’clock 
in the morning, (having previoufly taken leave of all our countrymen in 
general, and of our friends. Meffrs. Gregory and Bayly in particular) we 
left Florence, and after a very troublefome and dangerous journey of: two 
days over the Apennine mountains, we arrived at the gates of Bologva. The 
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extreme ruggednels and difficulty of the roads, often put us in mind of the 
following lines in Sélius [taltcus ; 


“© Quogue magis fubiere jugo, atque evadere nifi 
““Erexere gradum, crefcit labor, ardua fupra 
“ Sefe aperit feffis, 8& nafcitur altera moles.” 


The city of Bologna, for extent, and the number of inhabitants, and the 
importance of its trade, is the principal next to Rome, in all the ecclefi« 
aftical fate. It abounds in m agnificent buildings, and is hkewife famous 
for the numerous collection of excellent paintings, mafter pieces of art, 
which are to be {een in it, but the emottons which were then felt by my 
companion and me for ince ily getting home, were fo powerful, that we 
were obliged to deny ourlelves the fatisfaction and pleature of feaiting our 
eyes with “them. 


The Bolognefe women of fafhion wear a veil or mantle of black filk over 
their heads and fhoulders, which comes down before as low as their waift. 
‘they make ufe alfo of a black filk apron, a petticoat of the fame colour, 
and a jacket of cloth, with open fleeves, which ste turned back on the 
arm, and Jaced. They wear no caps, their hair is braided, and being 
circularly placed on the crown of the head, is faftened with long needles 
or pins ftudded with gold. But the molt prevailing fafhion among them 
is the wearing gold ear-rings, and in the winter months they never “fail to 
preferve their hands from the cold by a little muff. The country girls 
are not fo fair here, or fo prettily featured as thofe ot Zu/cany, though their 
drefs appeared to be much the fame. They have a bodice, and over it a 
fhort jacket either of coarfe ftuff ot cloth. A white handkerchief covers 
the breafts, and another is pinned clofe on the top of the head, and loofely 
under the chin. Some of them wear fhoes, others none; the few thar do 
have a pair of red or green worfted ftockings, and one and all ape their 
fuperiors in wearing either gold or brais ear-rings. To their honour how- 
ever be it fpoken, the fame fpirit of induftry prevails among thefe, as 
does among the pretty female pealants in Tu/cany. 


We left Bologna at half paft feven this morning, and went on through 
Pevia, which is a handfome country town, with houfes built on wooden 
pillars or arches: The roads hereabouts are very bad for travelicrs, running 
through a fat and dirty joil. ‘he country however is very pleatant, culti- 
vated to the belt advantage, and extremely well Jaid out in viney ards. The 
vines, here, as in Tuscany, are fupported from tree to tree *, and both the 
ftandards and vines are nicely trimmed, and uniformly planted, for many 
miles together. 


———— adulta vitium propagine 
Altas maritat populous, 
HMorat. Mpedon, lib. ode 2d. 
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The lumber carriages in this country are drawn by three, four, and 
fometimes five pair of yoke oxen. An iron ring or two loofly hung to a 
pillar of the fame metal, which ftands on the pole between each yok., 


ferves all the purpofes of -bells; for thefe rings, by the motion of ghe car- 


riage, are made to fall on and off the pillars, whereby a found, fomewhat 


refembling that of a bell, is happily produced. 


At a-quarter paft three in the afternoon, we arrived at St. Carlo, having 
gone over an ugly, long caufeway, by the fide of the little Rdine*, which 


river lofes itfelf in a marfh near St. Carlo. The edges of the marfh 


are full cf willow-trees and fhrubs, and according to the beft intelligence 
we could pick up, thefe fwamps continue quite to the fea, by Ravenna. 
The banks of this river are every where. pleatantly fhaded with the willow, 
and other trees; but fo narrow, that we were feveral times apprehenfive of | 
falling into the river. 


At half after five we reached the gates of Ferrara: a city but poorly 


walled, aiid at prefent in almoft a defencelefs ftate. Whe ramparts indeed 


are fo extenfive, that even in its beft eftate, it mult have required a whole 


army to defend it. The ftreets are regular, and the houfes fo handfome, 


that they may with great propriety be {tiled palaces, being built of marble, 
and in an elegant tafte. The convents and churches are alfo very mag- 
nificent. We were obliged to put up at the poft-houfe, where we had 
the worft attendance in the world, but were made to pay moft extravagantly 
for every thing we called for. The fervants here, and in almoft every other 
public houfe between this and Pi/a, are down-right thieves ; we have been 
pillaged by them already no lefs than four times, though we always endea- 
voured to keep a good look out. 


At a quarter paft feven this morning, we left Ferrara, and prefently 
after, the horfes that drew my chaife (which was buile on purpofe for me at 
Leghorn, ftrong and well ficted for the ftakan and German roads) fell down 
in a boggy road, and in my endeavouring to get clear of the carriage and 
flough, | had the misfortune to fprain my back. A full hour paffed away 
before the horfes and chaife could be gotten out again.—We afterwards 
went by a town, called Ponte de la Scuro. ‘Vhe famous river Po, or Eridanus, 
runs by it, and is here about half a mile broad +. 


I obferved 


-Parvique Bononia Rheni. Srurus Irau. lib. 8. 


_ ‘t The ancient poets are full of defcriptions of this river. Virgil in his firft Georgic, ftiles 
st ** Fluviorum Rex Eridanus ;” and in his fourth, he {peaks thus of its importance : 


‘* Eridanus, quo non alius per pinguia culta 
‘< In mare purpureum violentior affluit amnis,” 
Ovid too has made it famous by throwing his Phaeton into it. 


‘“* Quem procul a patria diverfo maximus orbe 
“$ Excrpit Eridanus, fpumantiague abluit o1a.”” 


And 
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I obferved many wooden mills upon this river, raifed on boats, which 19509. 

are tied to each other, and faftened to ftakes, near the fhore. We often 
faw three, four, and five in a row together. They are worked by the 
ftream of the Po, which here runs at the rate of four miles an hour, and is 
navigable from Ponte de la Scuro quite to Venice. We travelled feveral miles 
to-day on its high artificial banks, which on both fides of the river are 
raifed twenty or thirty feet above the level of the country, and were in- 
tended to be broad enough for two carriages to pafs each other. 


At ten o'clock we croffed a branch of the Po in a ferry-boat, and in 
about two hours after, arrived at another branch of it called Canale Bianco, 
over which we paffed alfo in the fame manner. About two miles on the 
other fide of this river, the ecclefiaftical territories end, and. thofe of the 
Venetian ftate begin. At five we arrived at Rouvigo, having travelled only Rovvico. 
twenty-five miles the whole day, owing to the deep and fwampy roads we 
went thrgugh. We here met with a clean houfe, and a very neat and 
obliging hoftels. : 


We left Rouvigo a little before feven in the morning, and were obliged February 3. 
to make ufe of tour horfes to each chaife, and lkewife to pay for a poft ex- 
traordinary, on account of the common road being at prefent overflown. 
For feveral miles we met with a great deal of trouble, being obliged fre- 
quently to get out of our carriages, to prevent our being faft in the mire. 
At eight we reached a ferry on the river Adige, which is navigable up to 
Verona +; and by ten had almoft got clear of the overflown, marfhy coun- 
try, which had occafioned us fo much fatigue. 


In going through one of the grape plantations, I obferved an image of the 
Virgin Mary fixed in a box, and nailed to one of the trees that fupported 
the vines. She is looked upon it feems as the protectrefs of vineyards, and 
is therefore always honoured with a falute by every devout Roman Catholic 
traveller. 


And Claudian has given the following pompous defcription of this river, . 


He caput placidis fublime fluentis 
Extulit, et totis lucem {pargentia ripis 
Aurea roranti micuerunt cornua vultu. 
Non allt madidum vulgaris arundine crinem . 
Velat honos ; rami caput umbravere virentes . 
Heliadum, totifque fuunt electra capillis. 
Palla tegit latos humeros, curruque paterno - 
Intexus Phaeton glaucos incendit amictus ; 
Fultaque fub gremio ccelatis nobilis aitris 
/Etherium probat urna decus,” &c. &c. &c. | 
Craupian de fexto Conf. Honorii. - 





t— Verona Athefi circumfua. 


Sitive Iranicys, lib. 8, 


At 
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At eleven we paffed over the little river Cordon, by the help of a wooden 


is—— bridge, built on piles; and in a quarter of an hour after, we reached 
Pilano village. Pj/ano, having but fix miles to Mont/elice. A little before one o'clock we 


Montse- 
LICE, 


Papua. 


reached Mont/felice, which is fituated at the foot of a mountain, has an ald 
wall, a gateway, and a worn-out wooden gate. On the top of the moun- 
tain, an ancient fort once ftood, but it is now converted into a church. 
Oppofite to this there is another hill {till higher, called Monte Rocca, 
which has a convent upon it. | 


Great part of the road between Montfelice and Padua runs along a nar- 
row, artificial caufeway, and fo nigh to the river Brent or Brenta, that we 
cholfe rather to quit our carriages, and walk feveral miles on foot, than 
rua the rifk of being overturned in fo dangerous a place. As we drew 
near to Padua, we met a great number of country-people returning from 
the market of that city. We obferved that their oxen were dreffed our 
with ribbons, bells, &c.—They had allo fheep, hogs, and poultry in great 
abundance with them. ' 


The Venetian country women wear their hair plaited, and in general 
have nothing upon their heads but a ftraw-hat, with the cdge turned a 
little up: with this hat they falute after the mannerof men. ‘The women 
in the towns, drefs much in the fame way as thofe at Bologna. ‘There isa 
particularity in this country, which I never obferved any where elle, every 
poft-chaife driver has always a dog to attend him. Thefe little animals are 
of great ufe to their owners, as they never fail, at the proper fignals being 
made, to bark at the horfes, and by that means to pufh them forwards, as 
effectually, as if the rider had given them the {pur. 


We reached Padua before the gates were fhut, and entring the city at 
that part of it called the //oly Cro/s, paffed by the church of St. Fuftina, 
which at a diftance makes a moft noble appearance, but upon coming 
near, you prefently difcover that the original ftone-work has been patch- 
ed with rough brick, which gives a fhockine deformity to the whole 
building. This edifice is remarkable for having fix rotundas or cupolas, 
and is built in the form of a latin crofs: it was defigned by Palladio, and 
is univerfally held in great efteem as a mafter-piece of art. Like all other 
Popifo churches, it is adorned with a variety of pictures; but the chief or- 
nament of this kind, is the martyrdom of the faint, which was done by Paul 
Veronefe, and is hung up overthe high altar. Padua, though a famous city 
and univerfity, is neither fo well built nor paved as that of Bologna. The 
houfes in general are old-fafhioned, and the ftones ufed in the pavements are 
much too large. The walls alfo are built of brick, which gives them an 
odd appearance, * | 

This 

* Mr. Addifon fays, that in the town-hall of Padua, there ftands a flone fuperfcribed, 
Lapis Puvperii? Any debvor that will, Swear himfelf not worth five pounds, apd is fet by 
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This morning we hired a*boat for two fequins and an half (about 25 fhil- 1759. 
lings) to carry us down the Brent to Venice. If we approve of it, he is to 
continue at Venice, and bring us back to Padua, for anequal fum. The boat 
is called a Centaur, has a very commodious and large cabbin, and is drawn by 
a horfe on the bank. We got to Venice at five o’clock in the evening, and Venicz. 
went in mafques to the opera. | 


\eceaemn, pind 
February 4. 


the bailiffs thrice with his bare buttocks on this ftone in a full hall, clears himfelf of any far- 
ther profecution from his creditors. Avpison’s Travels, page 55.—This cuftom has been dif- 
continued however many years. 
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C H A P. IX, 


Defcription of Venice.—Fourney from thence to Vicenza, Verona, Borgetto, 
Trent and Infpruck.—De/cription of the city of Infpruck.—Occurrences 
from thence to Augfburgh and Franckfort.—Paffage down the Rhine to Co- 
logne.—Journey from that city to Cleves and Nimeguen ; and pajffage after- 
wards to Rotterdam and Helvoetfluys.— Arrival in Eneland. 


HIS morning we waited upon Mr. Murray the Englifh refident, and 

Mr. Smith the conful. We afterwards went to fee the famous bridge 
of the Rialto, and St. Mark’s {quare and church. In the evening we vifited 
another church called St. George the major, wherein is a much admired pic- 
ture of the wedding feaft, by Paul Veronefe. 


“ Venice (according to Mr. Addifon) has feveral particulars, which are not: 
to be found in other cities, and is therefore very entertaining to a traveller. 
It looks, at a diftance, like a great town half floated by a deluge. There 
are canals every where croffing it, fo that one may go to moft houfes either 
by land or water. The ftreets are generally paved with brick or freeftone, 
and always kept very clean, for there is no carriage, fo much as a chair that 
paffes through them. There is an innumerable multitude of bridges, all of 
a fingle arch, and many noble palaces. Their furniture is not commonly 
very rich, if we except the pictures, which are here in greater plenty than 
in any other place in Europe, from the hands of the beft mafters of the 
Lombard {chool, as Titian, PautVeronefe, and Imtoret. The reoms-are ge- 
nerally hung with gilt leather, which they cover on extraordinary occafions. 
with tapiftry, and hangings of greater value. The flooring isa kind of red. 
plaifter, made of brick ground to powder, and afterwards worked into. 
mortar. It is rubbed with oil, and makes a {mooth, fhining, and beautiful. 
furface. The particular palaces, churches, and pictures of Venice, are.enu- 
merated in feveral little books that may be bought in the place, and have. 
been faithfully tranfcribed by many voyage writers.” * 


* Addifew’'s Travels, page 59. 
We. 
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We were employed this morning in taking a view of the arfenal, which 1759. 
has a line drawn round it of about three miles. Three thoufand artificers Wp 
and labourers in the feveral naval branches, are conftantly employed here. February 6. 
The expence to the ftate, upon this account, amounts to about fix thou- 
fand ducats weekly. It is upon the whole, a neat and compact dock- 
yard, the whole navy of the republic, confifting of twenty-four thips of 
the firft rate, which carry eighty guns each, and twenty-five galeaffes, being 
kept herein. They all lie under cover, are finifhed to the upper deck , 
and we were told, that in the fpace of two years, they could be all fitted 
out, and fent to fea. The maft-yard, rope-walk, fail-lofts, {mith-fhops, 
founderies, and magazines of every kind are upon this fpot; and as far as 
we could obferve, every thing feemed to be ready at hand, and in exact 
order. We walked through that part of the arfenal where the {mall arms 
are laid, and faw the complete fuits of armour which the greateft captains 
belonging to the republic formerly wore. Thefe are hung up as precious 
relicks; and are held in great veneration by the prefent race of Venetians. 


We were afterwards fhewn the famous Bucentaur Galley, which has two 
decks, and is truly a fine fight. Ie is decorated with a great variety of 
curious carved work, reprefenting the different feafons, the arts and fciences, 
juitice, charity, prudence, patience, and other virtues. The bare gilding 
of this vefiel coft 12000 ducats of gold, which in our money amount to 
near fix thoufand pounds. The Bucentaur is kept merely for fhew, being 
feldom if ever ufed, but on the day of our Lord’s Afcenfion, the anniver- 
fary of the Doge’s marriage with the fea, 


After taking our leave of the arfenal, we went to fee the church belong- 
ing to the bare-footed Carmelites, which is g gay, handfome ftructure, and 
has an altar-piece truly majeftic. This church was defigned by the fame 
artift who built that belonging to the Yefuits; and what is very remarkable 
ina place fo confined as Venice, has a good and {pacious garden adjoining 
to it. One of the brethren who fhewed us the church, refufed to take the 
money we offered him for his trouble.—A very extraordinary circumftance 
this, and worthy to be noted ! | 


We had the honour to dine this day with Lady Wentworth and her huf- 
band; Mr. Murray, Mr. Bridges an Englifh gentleman on his travels, and 
Mr. Ducket Secretary to Mr. Murray, made up the reft of the company. 
We had before been favoured with complimentary cards fram Lord Bra- 
denel fon of the earl. of Cardigan, Mr. Conful Smith, Mefits. Lyte, Frazier, 
Udney, and Seignior Sebaftian Battagio. This laft gentleman is the fame per- 
fon who was mentioned in my friend Mr. Doidge’s letter. He tendered his 
beft fervices, and told me, that he had received a private letter of recom- 
mendation from Mr. Smith of Aleppo in favour of Mr. Doidge and me, with 
credit for whatever cafh we might ttand in need of. This was the more 
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kind in Mr. Smith, as he had done it without giving us the leaft intimation 
of his friendly intentions, | 


In the evening we went in mafques to the Ridotto, or public gaming- 
houfe, which is here eftablifhed by authority. In it are feveral apartments ; 


and in each apartment gaming-tables, loaded with either gold or filver. At 


each bank fits a Venetian fenator unmafked, and arrayed in his {carlet robes. 
To him the adventurer repairs, trys his fortune at the game of Baffet, and 
very often, in a few minutes is totally ruined. There is fomething truly: 
diabolical in thefe fcenes. The mafques are commonly dreffed in black; 
the rooms though large, are but dimly lighted; fome people you fee pen- 
fively fitting, others gravely ftalking along, or defperately gaming. And 
all the while fo profound a filence is kept, that fearce a figh or whifper 
is ever to be heard. I] left this place with abhorrence, being fenfibly ftruck 
with the profticution of magiftracy, the encouragement of vice, and the 


ruin of families! 


From hence we went to the Buffo, or comic opera, and were drolly. enter- 
tained: then we adjourned to a grand Fefino or ball, given by a Venetian 
nobleman of the Veniero family, in his own palace, upon his being lately 
elected Procurator. This feftival continues three days and three nights. 
The magnificence and brilliancy of the prefent, is faid to equal any that has 
ever preceded it. Every apartment in the palace, intended for the reception 
of company, is illuminated with a vaft number of wax-candles, placed in filver- 
branches, or glafs-girandoles, finely cut; and has a band of mufick in it, 
confifting of at leaft twenty hands. Only the native nobility, and genrle- 
men-foreigners of different nations who happen to be at Venice, are ever 
admitted co thefe feftivals ; for which purpofe a detachment of faldiers is 
placed at the entrance of each paffage to the feveral apartments, to prevent 
any improper perfon from going in. All who pais by the foldiers are 
obliged to unmafk, unlels it be thofe who are accompanied by fome foreign 
miniiter, or by one of his houfehold. This happened to be our cate; 
Mr. Ducket having been fo obliging as to take us with him. He there- 
fore, of our whole company, was the only perfon who found it neceffary to 
unmask, and acquaint the guard, that we were ‘ Engii/b Gentlemen.” 


In the feveral chambers of this palace, the greateft profufion of coftly 
jewels were difplayed by the noble Venetian ladies; they were all dreffed 
either in black filks, or black velvet, except the lately eleted Procurator’s 
wife, who upon this particular occalion, 1s allowed to appear in colours, 
with the foreten. princeffes, the mieces or other near relations of the 
Pope, and ‘the ladies of public minifters. Every woman’s hair was ex- 
tremely powdered, and dreffed either in the French or Englih taite, and be- 
fides the abundance of coftly brilliants, rubies, &c. with which every part 


of their drefs was ornamented, there was {carce a finger upon either of their 
hands 
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hands but what was loaded with rings of immenfe value. Dancing and 
earls mace up the principal entertainment of the company, though many 
of loth fexes allo feemed to be happily employed in chit-chat converfation. 
Yu fome of the rooms, the feveral parties were regaled with tca, coffee, 
chocolate, fherber, wines, &c.; and in other rooms, were tables covered’ 
with the niceft cold-meats of vartous forts, fuch as poultry, wild fowl, paf- 
tes, cuftards, fweet-meats, fyllabubs, fnow-balls, jellics, &c. 


The Pope’s Nuncto, the Englifb refident, the Frenrb Embaffador, and the 
reft of the foreign minifters and their families, ard all the people of the firft 
rank in J enice, were at this Fefino : and the whole was fo truly fplendid, fo 
politely, ant fo regularly conducted, that I never went away from any en- 
tertainmerit fo thoroughly delighted. It may not be improper to add, that 
the Jaws of Venice ftridtly forbid any of their nobility holding the leaft con- 
veriauion with the foreign minifters but upon thefe public occafions, or 
whin national affairs are to be agitated between them. A detection of a 
breach of thefe luws, ts fure to. be punifhed with great rigour and fe- 
verity. 


Mr. Murray the Englifh refident, is a polite, well-bred, fenfible man: 
Mr. Contul Smith has behaved with great good-nature towards us, and Mr. 
Ducket has fully anfwered the very amiable character given of him by 
Mr. Dotdge. In aword, we have experienced at Venice every civility, which 
travellers could poffibly wifh for. At J.eghorn we got letters of credit and 
recommendation to the teed) ott we were to pafs through in Jtaly 
and Germany; but Mr. Udney of this place has been fo obliging as to give 
us another on Mr. Aman of dugsburgh. 


Both the refident and conful advife us not to be afraid of paffing through 
Tranckfort on the Maine, though it be now in poffeffion of the Frenca. 
They feem forry that my friend Doidge and his party have taken another 
route from Augsburgh, as hereby their expences and difficulties will be con- 
fiderably increafed. * 


By the advice of the fame gentlemen, we fupphed ourfelves with a pafs- 
port trom the Aufirian Embaffado: refiding here, as it was apprehended by 
them, that the French would pay but littie regard to the one we had betore 
gotten from the regency of Florerce. This pafs-port from the uffrian 
Embaffador, coft us four fequins, which was a great impofition in his fe- 
cretary, who was mean enough to declare to our jervants, that we fhould. 
not have it for lefs money, becaufe we were Englifhmen, and confequently 


* Mr. Doidge’s party, intimidated by Franckfort’s being in poffeflion of the French, quitted 


their intended route, and pafied through Germany by way ot Nuremberg, Bamberg, Cobergs 


Munungen, Cafel, Munfler, &c. 
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were real, though not open and declared enemies of his miftrefs the Queen 
of Hungary. — 


We embarked about nine this morning for Padua, having previoufly 
taken leave of all our friends at Venice. We got to Padua in nine 
hours, having hired a horfe extraordinary to draw our boat, that we might 


atrive there before the gates were fhut. 


This morning early, while our carriages were getting ready, we paid a 


vific to the church of St. Anthony, the titular faint of this city. It is a 


very large, and magnificent pile of building, but in the gothic tafte. The 


outfide of it has rather a heavy appearance; within, it 1s richly adorned 


with grand marble altar-pieces, branches of maffy filver, and many excel- 
Jent paintings. The church, which was once dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
befides the tomb of Saint Anthony, has ao an abundance of other elegant 
marble monuments, and feveral A/to Relievo’s, expreffive of the miracles 
wrought by the faint; of David’s playing and dancing before the ark ; of 
Solomon’s temple, &c. Here alfo the whole hiftory of Samp/fon is to be feen 
in brafs, Baffo Relievo, finely executed. The pavement of the church is all 
of marble, of different colours, well polifhed and cubically formed. 


We left Padua about nine o’clock, and paffing through the town of 
Meftrey, got to Slefica by eleven. We croffed here the river Tefn, tormerly 
the Ticiaus*, by a {mall bridge, and at one o'clock reached Vicenza. We 
found the ftreets of this city narrow, the houfes irreguiarly built, and 
in an old-fafhioned tafte. A very few indeed which are modern, have a 
handfome appearance. 


We took frefh horfes at Vicenza for Montebello, where we arrived at a 
quarter paft three o’clock, having had a good road aj} the way. Ata 
quarter after five, we again changed our horfes at a place called Calder, and 
fet out for the city of Verona, which we reached about fix in the even- 


ing. 


* Silius Italicus has given the following beautiful defcription of this river. 


“© Caruleas Ticinus aquas et ftagna vadofa 

** Perfpicuus fervat, turbari nefcia, fundo: 
«Ac niudum viridi lente crahit amne liquorem ; 
«« Vix credas labi, ripis tamen mitis opacts 
 Argutos inter (volucrum certamina) cantus 

‘** Somniferam ducit lucenti gurgite lympham.” 


ITIow fhall we be able to reconcile the above defcription of this river, with the account 
given us by Dr. Burnet, Mr. «cdijon, and others of our modern travellers, who have all repre- 
sented it as rauning with an allonifhing rapidity ? The learned bifhop in particular fays, that 
he was carried down this river at the rate of thirty miles an hour, by fe help of a fingle 
rower. Bet ee ee ve, 


3 Very 
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Very early this morning, we quitted our beds, and accompanied by — 1729). 
Count Ledovico Lazife, a decayed man of quality, but a celebrated antiqua. —\—~ 
rian, went in a hackney-coach to view the ruins of a Roman triumphal February o. 
atch; before which, ftands another of a more modern date, of the doric 
order, done by Michael San Miccheli. Vhe pillars of this laft, are without 
either pedeital or bale, and are made to reft upon rude, large ftones only. 
You fee fome fymbolical figures on the gate, which I could make nothing 
of, but a {wan and a boar’s head are very difcernible. We afterwards 
went to fee St. Bernar@s church, and its beautiful rotunda chapel, de- 
figned by the fame San Miccheli, Its pillars are of the fineft marble, of the 
‘Corinthian order, and held in the higheft eltimation. Some of them are 
fluted, others fpirally worked, and others beautifully cut into foliages. We 
next took a view of a brick bridge of three arches, which is built over the 
river Adige. The farft of thefe arches meafures 142 Italian feet at the bafe; 
the fecond 82, and the third 70. ‘This bridge, and an old caflle that ftands 
near it, were both built in the year 1354. The principal arch is reputed 
to be the wideft in the known world, that of the Rialto at Venice making 
only a fpan of 86 feet. 


We were then fhewn the ruins of the Arca Gavie built by Vitruvius, A.. 
I). 145. This (according to the accounts given us) was the entrance to 
the fepulchre of the Gavian tamily. We were afterwards led to the hoipital 
di Mifericordia, to fee a much admired piece of painting of a Saviour 
juft taken down from the crofs, done by Alexandrine Weronefe. The 
bleffed virgin, wringing her hands, and in an agony of grief, ftands look- 
ing on the bluody corple, which is fupported by Nécedemus. Our Saviour 
is reprefented of a fhorter ftature in this picture, than in any other painting 
I ever faw of him.—The laft piece antiquity we took a.vicw of at 
Verona, was the famous Roman amphitheatre, the infide of which is ftill 
complete, but che outfide-work has fuffered fo much from time and wea- 
ther, that a very fmall part of the old, original wall, is now remaining. 
There are in all three walls, beginning from the ftreet, and ending at the 
centre or area for the fports. Within thefe walls, are {tages of feats for four 
different ranks of people, and fixty portals for their entrance, it being 
cuftomary among the Romans for each order or tribe to go up by its own 
refpective ftair-cate. The Patrictans fat on the firft row of feats from the 
area or field of combat, and the Pledeians on the higheft of all. There are 
forty-five of thefe feats, ranged circularly one above another, and will 
hold 22184 perfons. In the fecond wall from the ftreet, are feveral dif- 
tinct. apartments for keeping the wild beafts, and in the third, or inner 
wall, are twenty eight prifons, four of which are entirely dark. Here the 
malefactors were confined, who were fentenced to give diverfion to the 
Roman citizens, by combating the beafts. Little channels of water run: 
quite through the building, and were undoubtedly defigned to carry off evcry” 
kind of filth to the common-fhore. | 
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At ten o’clock in the morning we left Verona, having hired what are here 
called Veturine horfes for the city of Trent. At twelve we pafied over the 
rapid river Adige in a ferry-boat, whofe current runs at the rate of feven 
miles an hour*. The roads now begin to be ftony and hilly: and that beau- 
tiful country which has been fo diftinguifhable in our whole journey from 
Leghorn, is now putting on a different afpect, though even here, the vines 
hang like fo many garlands, from tree to tree. We tafted fome excellent 
white wine this day at a little obfcure village, which was the more extra- 
ordinary, as good wines are very {fcarce all over Lombardy. 


At three in the afternoon, we got to the remarkable pafs of Chu/a, where 
the road was fo very fteep, narrow, and rocky, that we were obliged to get 
out of our carriages, the horfes not being able to draw them over it. At 
this pafs are always kept fome foldiers, whofe afliftance in dragging along 
the chaifes, our poftilions were obliged to purchafe at the expence of ten 
pauls. The charge of our four horfes, of the feveral turnpikes, and of 
getting through this pafs, amounted in the whole to eleven fequins; five 
and a half of which we depofited before we left Verona, and agreed to pay 
the remainder on our arrival at Trent. 


At half paft fix o’clock, we paffed by the boundary ftone, which divides 
the Venetian {tate from the bifhopric of Trent. At eight in the evening, we 
reached Borget/o, which is one of the many little towns feated on this road 
among the 4/pine mountains. Here we got a clean room, and fome whole- 
fome food ; were well attended, and (what is ftill more extraordinary) our 
bill was very moderate. 


Borgetto lies about twenty miles from Verona; and through the whole 
journey, a traveller’s mind is very differently amufed and agitated. At one 
time, he is wonderfully ftruck, and pleafed with the grand and romantic 
{cenery that is every where about him. At another time, he is almoft 
chilled with horror at the fight of huge precipices of naked rocks hanging 
perpendicular over his head, and feeming ready to fall upon him. To this 
may be added, the extreme narrownels of the road, and the horrid Gulpb 
of fome hundred yards depth, all along on his left, at the bottom of which 
he difcovers the river Adige running with great rapidity, between a double 
range of fharp pointed rocks. It muft not be underftood however, that 
fuch frightiul ideas as thefe attend the traveller during the whole of 
this diftance; for fometimes the eye is entertained with a view of feveral 
ranges of mountains, covered with trees and pafturage, which form one of 


the moft irregular, and at the fame time one of the moft pleafing fcenes in 
the world. | 


We left Rergetto at feven o’clock in the morning, and having paffed 
through Ald at cleven, and Roverido at three (two confiderable poft towns) 


® Claudian Calls this river, ‘ Velox Athefis.” 
we 
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we got at fix in the evening fafe to the city of Trent. The feveral poft 1759. 
towns we paffed through between Verona and this place were as follows. , 





oft. 
Between thefe two ¢ Valarnia — — — It 
is Chufa pals ) Peri — — — I 
d — — =< — It 
Roverido _ — — I 
Trent — — —_ Iz 
6: 


This city, though not very large, is well built. It is fituated in a plea- Trenr. 

fant plain, and the river Adige runs by it, over which is thrown a wooden 
bridge of eight arches. While our carriages were fitting at Trent with an 
additional pair of wheels, I took a coach and vifited St. Simon’s tomb, who 
lies buried in a church dedicated to him. I faw the reputed faint’s 
corpfe embalmed, lying on its back in a glafs cabinet, that is lodged 
within the tomb. The room in which the remains are depofited, is hung 
with pictures, badly painted, reprefenting the murder of the faint and his 
two fons *. | 


In another church, which we afterwards vifited, we were fhewn a very 
handfome altar-piece of four fpiral marble pillars; the fquare they form is 
open at the top, and within it the altar is erected. We were told, that this 
altar-piece is done in imitation of one in. S¢. Peter’s at Rome, which is in 
high eftimation. We now repaired to a third church, much talked of in 
thefe parts for the excellency of its organ. The prieft, at the time we 
entered the church, was faying mafs; and yet by virtue of a ducat feafon- 
ably prefented to the organift, we were highly entertained by fome mirth- 
ful tunes which he did not fcruple to play at our requeft. The organ, is 
a very good one, and moft elegantly ornamented with five well finifhed, 

ilded, pilafters, which ftand projecting out of a handfome gallery, the 
a of which is embellifhed with fome marble figures in Baffo Relievo, 
done by Vincent Vincenti. In this church we were fhewn a picture, repre- 
fenting the magiftrates of Trent fitting in council; this picture they highly 


® This Simon (who is here made a faint of) was, Lapprehend, a fovereign prince of the 
Jews, and greatly diftinguifhed himfelf in freeing his country from a foreign yoke, He and 
his two fons, Fudas and Mattathias, were at laft barbaroufly murthered by Prolemy the fon of 
Abubus, who having married one of Simon’s daughters, and being appointed governor of Jericho 
under him, invited him to a caftle he had built in the neighbourhood, to partake of an 
entertainment he had there provided. Simon and his fons fufpecting no evil from fo near 
a rclation, accepted of the invitation, and went thither; but the perfidiows wretch hav- 
ing laid a defign for the ufurping of the government of Zudea, hid men in the caftle where 
the entertainment was made, and when his guefts had well drunk, he brought forth thefe 

murderers upon them, and affaffinated. all three as they were fitting at the banquet. | 
See Prideaux’s Connection. 
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efteem, as they'do another by Paul Verone/e, the fubject of which is, the 
bleffed Virgin-and her fon ‘Fefus attended by angels, who, on their coming’ 
down from Heaven, fhout forth “ Ecce Agnus Det.” 


The commanding officer of the troops in Trent, ftarted many difficulties. 
to us relative to our future journey through Germany, and carried them fo. 
far, as to give us great uneafinefs, He even advifed our returning back. 
again to Leghorn, and taking our paffage from thence in fome fhip bound. 
to England. In {pite however of every thing he alledged to the contrary, . 
we refolved to purfue our plan, and agreeable thereto, this evening about 
five o’clock left Trent, in our way to Jn/pruck. Betwixt thefe two. cities 


are the following pofts. 
Poft, Hours, 


From Trent to St. Michael (Welifchmicht) — 1 of 2 
St. Michael to Neumark —_— — I — if 
Neumark to Brandfol — —~ I — 2 
Brandfol to Bolfang aaa — I — 2 
Bolfang to Teut{chen — — I — 2 
Teut{chen to Colman (a poft royal) — 13— 3 
Colman to Brixen (acity) — — 1 — 2 
Brixen to Mitlewald — — I — 24 
Mitlewald to Stertzingen — — 1 — 2% 

_ Stertzingen to Brenner — — 1 — 24 
Brenner to Stainach — — Lo — If 
Stainach to Schenber — — I — 3 
Schenberg to Infpruck — = 1 = 3 





| 


Total of pofts and hours — 13; 293 


At Neumark we began to pay forty-five creutzers for each horfe (fixty 
make a florin) the fame price was continued all through-the Queen of. 
Hungary’s dominions. On the other fide of the city. of Trent, we took 
notice, that both the men and women’s dreffes were made in the Italian 
fafhion, but fince we left Trent, the German mode has taken place. The 
male peafants all make ufe of gallowfes to keep up their preci, and the 
females wear a thick quilted worfted cap upon their heads. They are alfo 
remarkably large and indelicate. 


We flept laft night at Bo/fang, (which for a 7; stark town, is avery good 
one) and this morning fet out again on our way for In/pruck. In the road 
between Brixen and Mitlewald, we paffed by an immenfe quantity of pine 
trees, many of which being felled, had impregnated the very air with their 
tarry {mell. During this poft too, we once more croffed the river Adige, 
by a large bridge. Between Stertzingen and Brenner, we paffed by the 
higheft of all the /pine mountains we had yet feen in our whole journey ; 


and 
4A 
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‘* and at the foot of it, we. loft fight of the river Adige, which rifes in fome 1759. 
‘other mountains, to the weftward of our prefent road. | Seedy 


We reached Ju/pruck about four o’clock in the morning ; where we had the February 13. 
pleafure to reft ourfelves in a bed, for the firft time fince our leaving Trent. 


Infpruck is the capital city of Tirol, and received its name from the river 
Inn, which runs near it. It has a noble caftle or palace, formerly the Inspruecn. 
place of refidence of the dukes of the houfe of dufria, and a ftately cathedral 
where they were buried. The houfes, though built in the German tafte, 
are rather handfome, and the ftreets though narrow, are remarkably well 
paved. For the defence of this city, the inhabitants can place but little 
confidence in the ftrength of its fortifications, which are very trifling; they 
feem rather to depend on the natural face and fattneffes of the country, which 
‘indeed form a barrier fo perfectly inacceffible to any enemy, that even the 
great Guftavus Adolphus, after having over-run with his victorious arms the 
other parts of Germany, could never make any impreffion upon this part 
of the empire. | 


We had fcarcely alighted out of our chaifes here, before we were vifited 
by the governor of two young German noblemen, who propofed to us an 
exchange of carriages; and the reafon he gave for it, was, that their own 
were not fo well fitted for the Jtaian roads, as were ours: we defired how- 
ever to be excufed from clofing with this gentkeman’s propofal. 


At half paft nine, we left In/pruck for Aug/ourgh, between which two cities 
are the following pofts. 


From Jnfpruck to Dorftenbach = — 
Dorftenbach to Payervis — 
Payervis to Nazareth — 


Pok. Hours. 


®. 


oO 
=F 


Nazareth to Heidervang 
Heidervang to Fueffen 
Fueffen to Saumefter — 
Saumefter to Bruch — 
Bruch to Diffen — 
Diffen to Hurlaa — 
Hurlac to Augfburgh 


Total of poft and hours — 11 34. 


PEEP Tada 


ee 
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2-5 
3 
4 
3 
5 
2% 
4 
3% 
2 
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* So pleas’d at firft the towring dps we try, 
Mount o’er the vales, and feem to touch the fky ; 
The eternal’ fnows appear already paft, 
_And the firft clouds and mountains feem the laf: 
But thofe attain’d, we tremble to furvey 
The growing labours of the lengthen’d way ; 
Th’ increafing profpect tires our wand’ring eyes, 
Hills peep o’er hills, and A/ps on Alps arife. Pope’s Effay on Criticifm. 
liie2 Between 
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| Between Infpruck and Dorftenbach, we found the road tolerably good, 
although the adjacent A/ps were covered with fnow, and the path in moft 


places full of ice. We had fortunately taken care to have aur horfes 


fhges wel] turned up and frofted, which prevented their fhpping, and made 
us pafs over this otherwife troublefome road with little interruption. We 
had no great reafon to find fault with the roads between Dorftenbach and 
Payervis; in both which places we obferved, that the women wore the 
fame frightful quilted cap, before noticed. Their petticoats were long 
before, but cut remarkably fhort benind. Their ftockings are very. thickly 
guilted, which occafions the {mall part of their legs to appear monftroufly 
large and clumfy. Thele ftockings icach no farther up than the calf of the 
leg; fo that whenever the women have occafion to ftoop forward, the naked 
thigh is almoft entirely expofed to the view of any perfon who happens to 
ftand behind them. We were obliged to wait at the obicire village of 
Payervis, full two hours, for.a relief of horfeg, and arrived at Nazareth 
village at eight o’clack in the evening, . 7 


For the little time we ftayed, we were agreeably entertained with a Tirole/e 
dance, by the young people of the place. At the opera at Venice we had 
a fpecimen of this country manner of dancing, whofe greateft peculiarity 
feems to conlift in the nojfe made upan the floor with their wooden fhoes. 
The figure is not much unlike that of our country dances in England. We 
might have had lodgings at the poft-houfe in Nazareth, but chole to fet out 
for Heidervang , where we arrived at three o’clock in the morning. We 
here found, that we were now gotten out of the Tiro/efe, and had entered 
Swabia. During this laft poft, our paffport was twice examined, (at Eren 
berg and Crinberg) two very narrow paffages between the mountains. We 
found it neceflary to give the eorporal or ferjeant who was on guard, a 
little money to buy liquor for him and his party: and indeed we were 
obliged to do the fame at all places we paffed through in the night, other- 
wife the opening of the gates would have been attended with great lofs of 
time, and other difagreeable circumftances. | 


Heidervang is a \arge village, and can accommodate a traveller with a 
good bed. The road from this place to Fuefen, is a very good one, where 
we arrived about eight o’clock in the morning, having firft croffed over the 
river Lech, which is here not very broad. Fueffen is a large town; we ftaid 
till nine at the poft-office, and having refrefhed ourfelves, fet off for Sau- 
mefter, where we arrived at three quarters paft eleven, over a very bad road.. 
This village is an infignificant one, and affords but indifferent accommodas- 
tions. The women here, and for feveral pofts back, wear a long broad 
belt round their waifts, with a ftrap fufpended from it, which reaches 
almoft down to the ground, and to this they tye their keys, knives, fciffars, 
sc. The quilted, woollen cap, which has hitherto given us fo much dif- 
tafte, begins now to be no longer in fafhion; but a double one made of 

3 linen 
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Jinen has taken place, whofe fhape is fo very extraordinary, that itis difficult 
to fay which of thefe two head dreffes is moft unbecoming. 


We did not get to Bruch till four in the afternoon, the greateft part of 
the road being very bad, and extending itfelf through woos of pine trees. 
After waiting there an hour and quarter for frefh horfes, we fet out for 
Diffen, where we arrived at nine o’clock in the evening; and as the roads 
were coo bad for travelling any farther in the night, we put up at the 
poft-houfe, and were accommodated with fome excellent veal-foup, and 


tolerable good beds. 


The road fram Diffen to Hurlac, which was our firft ftage this morning, 
is not bad; It hes partly over a plain or down, and partly through woods. 
We took frefh horfes at Hurlac, and about four o’clock in the afternoon, got 
fafe to Aug/burgh. , 


Aug fourgh is.a very large and handfome city, the metropolis of Swabia, 
and fituated on that branch of the river Lech, which js called Wertach. 
It is a bifhopric under the archbifhop of Mentz, and was made a free 
imperial city in the ninth century. It has more than once felt the 
fevere effects of war; but, like what is reported of the Phoenix, has as 
often rifen fairer owt of its afbes. The ftreets in general are wide and 
fpacious, and one in particular is the broadeft and beft paved ftreet I ever 
jaw. The houfes are. built in the German tafhion; their fronts are fo 
narrow, that ,they all appear like the gabel ends cf buildings, and have 
fuch deep roots, that two, three, four, and fometimes five ftories of dor- 
mant windows are contained in them. The fronts of every houfe in the 
city belonging to people of fafhion, are painted. A great number of 
artiicers are employed here, whofe curious’ workmanfhip in plate, ivory 
cabinets, watches, Jc. is every where admired. An univerfal liberty 
of confcience is allowed and the Proteftants and Papifts have an equal 
fhare in the government of che city. It 1s famous alfo for the Con- 
feffion of faith drawn ay by Melanchton and other Lutherans and pretented 
to the emperor Charles V. at a diet of the empire, hence called the dug/burgh 
confeffion ; and for the Canfederate Treaty again{t the growing power of France 
in 1683. 


Our firft ftep after our arrival, was to wait upon Mynhbeer Libert, a Dutch 
merchant refiding here, to whom our letters of credit were addreffed. We 


‘afterwards paid our refpects to Mynbeer Aman, another Dutch gentleman, 


to whofe favours Mr. Udney of Venice had been fo obliging as to recom- 
mend us. From both thefe gentlemen, we had the fatisfa¢tion to be 
affured, that we had nothing difagreeable to apprehend from the French 
forces quartered at Franckfort ; as the prince de Soudife, upon being applied 
to by a friend of his at Nuremberg to grant a p-ffport for Mr. Doidge and 
his party, had written word, (thouyh his anfwer unfortunately did not arrive 
till after Mr. Doidge had left the place) that it was quite. unneceffary, feeing 


they. 


1759- 
heneremyseumomesel 


BrRucHe 


Dissen,. 


February 15. 


Hurvac. 


AuG3- 
BURGH, 


1759. 
Pee scas 


february 16. 


DonaweErr. 


{C 40 ] 


they were fufficiently protected from every infult by that which had already 


been given them by the Imperial embaffador at Venice. We have often 
in our prefent journey experienced the good effects of the unparalleled 
fuccefs attending the Britif’ arms this year in all parts of the world, having 


upon that account, been treated with the greateft deference and refpect in 
‘the feveral countries through which we had .paffed. 


Between Aug/burgh and Franckfort on the Maine, are the following pofts. 
Pot. | Hours. 


From Augfburgh to Mittingen — — 1i;0f 3 
Mittingen to Donawert — — It — 45 
Donawert to Vendete — — If— 43 
Vendete to Heyding _— — Ig 5s 
Heyding to Dinkefpukel — — It— 3 
Dinkefpukel to Kreilheim — — 1 — 4 
Kretlheim to Blaufelden —_— — If — 5} 
Blaufelden to Mergantheim — I — 54 
Mergantheim to Bickbaften — i= 3 
Bickbasten to Huntein — — [ — 22 
Huntein to Miltenbourg =_ — I — 4t 
Miltenbourg to Offenbourg — — 1 = If 
Offenbourg to Afchaffenbourg — 1 — 2. 
Afchaffenbourg to Dettingen — I —™ 2 
Dettingen to Hanau — — t= If 
Hanau to Franckfort on the Maine — 1 — 1% 


Total .of pofts and hours — 19 55 


We left Aug/burgh a little before eight this morning, and did not get to 
Mittingen till eleven, having had a deep and heavy road to pafs over. The 
‘lands hereabouts are only in part cultivated, vaft forefts extending them- 
felves on every fide, more particularly to the eaftward. Indeed we have 
had forefts in our view, with very little interruption, ever fince we left 


the ps. 


We reached Donawert * at half paft three in the afternoon, and fhould 
have taken frefh horfes for Nordlingen, and from thence to Dinke/pukel (which 
was our proper road) but our Sw/s fervant contenting himfelf with barely 
telling the poft-matfter,, that we were going to Franckfort, orders were given 
by him to the poftilions to drive us to Vendete, which blunder was followed 
by great lofs of time, and the unneceffary expence of a poft extraordinary. 


" A fortified town, and famous for two vidtories gained in its neighbourhood by the great 
duke of Mardborough. The firft, was over the duke of Bavaria, who was intrenched at Schel- 
Jenberg with fixteen thoufand French and Bavarians. The fecond was at Blesherm, where a 
French army of fixty thoufand men, under Mar/bal Tallard, was almoft entirely deftroyed, . 
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The journey trom Donawert to Vendete, took us up five hours and half. 1.959. 
The firft part of the road was hard and ftony, the latter was deep, heavy, “=~ 
and floughy, fo that we. did- not get. to our. inn: till twelve o'clock at Y#*2=™* 
night. | 


Between feven and eight this morning, we fet off for Heyding, and reached February ry. 
it about ten. This is a large garrifon town, and in coming to it, we paffed “FYPINO- 
over a river, which empties itfelf into. the Danube. Without {topping long: 
at Heyding, we drove on for Dinke/pukel, and arrived there in about four Dinxes- 
hours. ‘This is a confiderable large town, and has. a garrifon’ conftantly ’¥**+- 
kept. in it. 


The men- of the lower clafs here, and in many other towns of Germany, 
wear a coat made of a coarfe green frieze cloth; while thofe of the better’ 
fort, make ufe of a fuperfine one of the fame colour, and line it with furs. 
The farft imitate the Dutch.in the cut of their clothes, the. laft the Frencd.. 
On the feveral roads in Germany you are fure to find the image of a cruci- 
fied Saviour nailed to a-.crofs, accompanied by the two thieves, cut out: 
in wood as large as life; in the fame manner as you meet with a Virgin Mary 
in Italy, ftuck up in a cafe with the infant Ze/as in her arms. ; 


We left Dinke/pukel at a quarter after three in the afternoon, and got to Kerib 
Kreilfbeim in four hours. ‘This is a large town, and has two walls round suri. - 
it. We flept at the poft-office, but met with very indifferent accommo- 
dations. 


At half paft feven this morning, we left Kreilheim, in our way for February 18: 
Blaufelden, which we reached at one o’clock in the afternoon. The firft’ Buavrs.- 
part of the road was good, the laft fcarcely paffable. The poft-mafter here ?*¥- 
was a very entertaining man, and gave us fome excellent Vine-roti. Be- 
tween feven and eight in the evening, we got to Mergantheim. Our being Mercan- 
fo Jong in travelling: this poft, was owing to a great deal of fnow having THEM. 
fallen laft night, and to-day: Mergantheim is a fortified town, and has always 
a good.garrifon. The country round it is in general cultivated, but in a- 
very flovenly manner. 


We left our beds at one o’clock this morning, and fet off for Bickbaffen, Monday, 
where we did not-arrive till after fix: the fpring of my carriage unfortunately February 19. 
broke, by. which accident more than an hour was loft betore it could bee et 
properly: fecured with cords. As foon as we had changed our horfes at Bick- 
baften, we went on for Huntein, and reached it about a quarter after nine Hunan. 
o’clock. T:he road'we travelled over, was compofed of ftone and fand, and 
in many places fo rugged, as to be very trying to our carriages. During 
this poft, we faw two or three flocks of fheep, a fight altogether new to us. 
fince we paffed the 4/ps. In our whole journey hitherto through Germany, 
we have not been able to procure the leaft morfel of mutton at any of the: 
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ly butcher’s meat we have been ferve 
ge eg _ ee timber chiefly confifts of oak and 


ith. Forefts are ftill about us, | 
ar. The fides of the hills in this country are formed into regular ftairs, and 
neatly dpofed into vineyards, which is a piece of hufbandry we have not 


before feen, fince we left Italy. 


The drefs of the women’s heads hereabouts, differs from that of the Ttavians 
and Tirole/e. ‘Their caps are of another make, and they keep their mouths 
muffled in the fame manner, as the Armenian women do in -Afia. The 
laft adopt this cuftom through modefty, but probably the reafon for the 
German females doing it at this time, is to defend their lips from the feverity 
of the weather. The feveral apartments of the houfes in Germany, are all 
made warm by clofe ftoves. The fire is never feen in the rooms, neither 
have they any chimnies in them, but this occafions the air to be difagree- 


able and unwholefome. 


We got to Miltenbourg from Fluntein a little after one o’clock in the after- 
noon ; from whence we fet out for Offenbourg, and arrived there at a quarter 
after t.0. Offendourg is feated on the fouth fide of the river Maine, a large, 
but old fafhioned, ul-built town. The houfes, like thofe of the other places 
] have teen in Germany, have too great a quantity of timber in them ; fo much, 
that fhould a fire at any time take place amongft them, the confequences muft 
be dreadful! The country-houfes belonging to the nobility and gentry in 
the neighbourhood, are large, and heavily built; they have generally domes, 
and four towers around them. 


At half after three o’clock in the afternoon, we left Offenbourg, and con- 
tinued to travel on the left, or fouth fide of the Maine, whofe banks are here 
neatly culuvated, and formed into the fame kind of vineyards, before 
noticed, with flights of fteps, all faced with ftone, and therefore in the 
fummer feafon, muft afford a very pleafing view from the river. On 
the lands adjacent, many flocks of fheep are now feeding, and various forts 
of wild-fowl {wimming in the ftream. 


At half paft five we reached Af/chaffenbourg, a well-fortified town 
belonging to the elector of Mayence or Mentz, who has a fpacious, but in- 
elegant palace here. The place ftands partly on a hill, and partly in a 
bottom, and has a good ftone bridge of twelve arches built over the 
Maine. Fifteen hundred French troops were in garrifon, at the time of our 
arrival. We fell into converfation at the poft-office with an obliging, fenfi- 
ble de of that nation, who advifed us not to entertain a thought of going 
farther than Dettingen for the night, as he was very confident that the gates 
of Hanau would not be opened for us until the morning. We left A/chaf- 
fenbourg at fix in the evening, and at eight reached the village of Det- 
Lingen. | 
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This once obfcure village was made famous by the victory pained here in 1759. 

the year 1743, by King George the fecond over the Frexch army commanded y= 
by Marthal Neailles. The fellow, at whofe wretched cottage we lay, feemed 
very fond of relating the feveral particulars of this engagement, and was 
efpecially folicitous to fhew us a hole in one of the beams of his houfe, 
which, he faid, was made by a ball from the British artillery. He dwelt 
particularly, and with an apparent pleafure, on the {pirited attack of the 
Englifh, and the confufion of the French, when they made their precipitate 
retreat over the Maine. My fellow-traveller Mr. Tottingham, and I, were 
obliged to put up with one bed in this miferable hovel; we lay with our 
clothes on, and our fervants flept.in the fa:ne room on ftraw. Thefe were 
the beft accommodations we couid procure from our Dettingen hoft; and 
yet, the money we paid the next morning (to the value of three fhillings) 
did not fatisfy, the woman of the houfe telling us, that as we were Eng- 
lifomen, we ought to have depofited a fequin at leaft (near ten fhillings) ; 
and fhe infifted that her bed was the beft in the whole village, and that a 
great man, a German Baron, having lately fleptin it, pronounced it to be a 
very good one. 


At fix o’clock this morning, we left the village of Dettingen, and at half February zo. 

paft feven reached Hanau, which is a well-fortifed city, having a double 
wall, and two wet ditches. The French are at prefent in poffeffion of it, 
and maintain a large garrifon here. The ftreets are broad and well-paved, 
and the houfes large and handfome. . The country around is well cultivated, 
and the town is fupplied with water from the Maine by artificial canals. 
On our entring the inner gate, we were condu¢ted by the ferjeant ftationed 
there, to the French captain who commanded the main-guard. He looked 
at our pafsports, and civilly difmiffed us. 


The women in general here wear a quilted linnen cap, which coming a 
Jong way down the fides of the face, even below the chin, is then turned 
back, and pinned over the fhoulders. They make ufe of a long cloak alfo, 
made of quilted linnen. The women of better fafhion appeared to drefs in 
the Engli/b and French manner. | : 


At half paft ten o’clock, we arrived at Franckfort, a free, impertal city, Francx- 
very large and populous ; and the place where the Emperors of Germany were rox. 
formerly always elected. It is well-fortified with a double ditch, baftions, 
redoubts, and ravelins. The ftreets are remarkably wide, and the houfes 
handfomely built. By means of the navigable river which runs through it, 
this city has great conveniency for carrying on an extenfive trade with the 
other parts of Germany, and the two fairs held here annually are very con- 
fiderable. The fuburbs are called Saxenbaufen, and are joined to the city 
by a ftone-bridge, built over the Maine. Our firft intention was to have 
proceeded immediately on, without making any ftay at Franckfort ; 
but Mr. Zope, who keeps a houfe of public entertainment there, per- 
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1759. fuaded us to put off our going till the next day, becaufe it would take up 
fome time to provide a proper boat, and to lay in fuch provifions as would 
be neceffary in our paflage down the Rhine. We begeed alfo the favour of 
Mr. Hope to make an agreement for a boat, as the jum demanded of us, 
130 florins, appeared to be very extravagant, for carrying us only as far as 
Cologne. Mr, Hope informed us, that although 15 ducats had been the cuf- 
tomary price, yet confidering the great change which had lately happened 
in the country by means of the French army, and the extraordinary expence 
which the boatmen were now at for horfes to draw their boats back, he 
did not think we fhould be much impofed upon, if we could fettle it at 18 
or 19 ducats. We had no objection to his fixing the matter on this foot- 
ing, but defired him, that he would take particular care in making the 
agreement, that the boatmen fhould not be allowed to encumber the boat 
with any kind of merchandife or goods. This, upon Mr. Hope’s propofing ic 
to them, they readily agreed to, and the terms were committed to writing. 


February 21. A Jittle after eight o’clock in the morning, we embarked, and to our 
reat furprize found the beft of the three cabbins or rooms as they are 
called, filled with merchants goods. The boatman, without paying any 
regard to our remontftrances for the great injuftice he had done us, very 
unconcernedly put off from the fhore, and upon our giving him orders to 
land us again, he refufed to do it, and kept failing down the river. We 
hailed fome French officers, who were along-fide of us in another boat, tel- 
ling them how we had been treated, and defiring their advice and affiftance 
in the affair; who replied, that they themfelves were under much the fame 
circumftances, but that at Alentz, or Cologne, juftice would certainly be 
done us, 


Mayenceor At half paft three in the afternoon, we left the river Maine, and entered 

Mintz. the Rhine, and by four, got to the city of Mentz, an archbifhop’s fee, 
and the firft of the electoral college. Its fortifications towards the river are 
inconfiderable, but we were told, that towards the land they are remark- 
ably flrong. It is avery Jarge populous place, built much in the fame 
tafte as /ranckfort and other German cities, and would have been efteemed 
handfome in England, an hundred and fifty years ago. The ftreets are nar- 
row but well paved, and are all fupplied with water from the river by 
means of artificial canals, which prevent any offenfive fmells arifing from 
the common fewers.—A bridge of boats reaches from this city to the oppo- 
fite fhore of the Rézne. 


In the way to our inn, from the river’s fide, we ftept into two of the 
principal churches ; they ftand clofe to each other, are both built in the 
Gothic tafte, and contain fome altar-pieces and tombs which are well 
worth feeing. In the cathedral, we were fhewn the monuments of many 
of the archbifhops of Mentz, who were alfo eleétors of the empire. a 
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their tombs are feveral of their ftatues cut out in marble, with the coats of 
arms belonging to their refpective families. In this cathedral rhe bones of 
St. Alexander *, and two of his fellow-fufferers in martyrdom, lie depofited 
in three feveral cafkets, which are always fhewn to the ftrangers who vifit 
it. They are kept in the middle of a {quare open Maufoleum, within the 
choir, which is ornamented with handfome marble pillars at its four angles, 
and a beautiful carved foliage is carried from the architrave of one pillar 
to that of another. Here is alfo a well-toned, handfome organ, with a 
canopy of gold and filver tiffue, in which the miracle of our Savioutr’s 
raifing Lazarus from the dead, is curioufly worked. The pulpit too is ele- 
gantly finifhed, being fet off with pillars and pilafters made of alabatfter, 
on whofe bafes are fome good Baffo and Alto Relievos. We did not fee 
either the archbifhop’s palace, or the arfenal, becaufe the perfon whofe bu- 
finefs was to fhew them, could not be found. 


Mentz ftands on the left hand, as you go down the Rhine, near the 
junction of that river with the Maixe. Here our boatman difembarked the 
merchandife which had fo juftly given us offence. He would have left the 
city early in the morning, as foon at leaft as the gates had been opened, 
but was prevented bya very thick fog, which did not difperfe till one o’clock 
in the afternoon, when we got on board again, but got no farther than 
Bingen that evening, our watermen refufing to proceed but by day-light. 
Bingen is a confiderable town, fituate at the mouth of the river Nabe, 
which here empties itfelf into the Reine. It is diftane about 16 Enghfo 
miles from Mentz. 


We left Bingen this morning, and had a thick, fmall rain for the whole 
day. I mention this, becaufe it is the firft rain we have met with, fince our 
leaving the Lazaretto at Leghorn. We were almoft continually paffing by 
towns and villages on both fides of the river. Vineyards alfo are all around 
us on the hills, and bear the appearance of hanging gardens even at this 
feafon of the year; they form a moft romantic and delightful profpect. 
This day we failed by the famous ifland of rats, where Hatto, the wicked 
archbifhop of Mentz, is faid to have been devoured alive by thofe 
animals. 


At fix o’clock in the evening, we reached a fmall town, called Loenftein, 
from the river Loen which here falls into the Rbine, and continued there for 
the night. 


' * Tapprehend that the St. Alexander here mentioned, was Alexander the firft, Pope of Rome ; 
who ordered holy water in its benediétion to be mingled with falt, and {prinkled in private 
houfes, ‘* Ad demona morbo/que Keogn to drive away devils and difeafes ; and water to be 
mingled with the wine, as a token of Chrift’s union with his church.—He was martyred in 
Adrian’s time. Sec Abridgment of Morert’s Dictionary, publifhed in 1703. 


Kkk2 At 


1759. 
Neen saan 


February 226 


February 23. 


1759 


Sean 
February 24. 
CoBLENTZ. 


ANDERNACRH, 


February 25. 
Bon. 


@orocne. 


EL 436. J 


At feven this morning we put off our boats from Loenfein, the weather 
very foggy, and at half after two got to Coblentz. This city is very large 
and populous, and the metropolis of the electorate and archbifhopric of 
Treves. It is pleafantly fituated on a point of land, which is formed by” 
the meeting of the Mo/elle and Rbine. Over the firft of thefe rivers, is a 
large ftone bridge of twelve arches, built for the convenience of the inha- 
bitants of Codlentz, and the adjacent places. A ferry machine is conftantly 
going from the city. to the other fide of the Rime, where is a little town, 
and a very {trong caftle built on an eminence, {tiled ‘* The rock of ho- 
nour ;” in the German language, Ebrenbriefein. The ferry-machine is built 
on two boats in the form of a large fquare gallery, encompaffed with bal- 
Juftrades, and carries a tall flag-itaff, on which are difplayed the arms of 
the electorate of Yreves. This machine is put in motion, by the ferryman’s 
pulling a rope, which is fixed to a ftandard on each fide of the river. 
The caftle appears to be almoft inacceffible to an enemy, and entirely com- 
mands the city of Coblentz. ‘The archbifhop’s palace ftands at the foot of 
the fame rock on which the caftle is built, and the arfenal at a little dif- 
tance from the palace. 


At three quarters after eleven at night, we got to Andernach;. which is a 
fortified town, fituate on the weftern fide of the Rhine, and at the entrance 
of a fine open country, the mountains which hitherto had reached quite 
down to the river, ending juft before we arrived at this place. Here our 
boatman paid a toll, as indeed he had done before at many other places in 
our paffage down the river. 


At eight o’clock this morning we got to Bos, after having lain by, and 
flept all night in our boat. The city of Bos is the ufual refidence of the 
Elector of Cologne, whofe caftle and gardens are very curious. The fortifi- 
cations of the city at this time are very confiderable, and in the year 1703 
this place coft the Duke of Mar/boroxgh twenty days open trenches before 
he took it. 


At half paft one o’clock, we arrived at Cologne, a rich and populous city, 
and faid to be the largeft in Germany. 1t is built in the form of a crefcent, 
and by fome called the Holy City trom the great number of churches in it, 
which amount to fome hundreds; among them you are fhewn the reputed 
tombs of the three wife men, who vifited our Saviour by the guidance of a 
ftar, commonly called the three Kings of Cologne. It is well fortified towards 
the land, and hasa ftrong wall next the Aéine. Five regiments of French fol- 
diers now make up the garrifon. Immediately on our landing, we repaired 
to the Hotel d’ Holland, and after refrefhing ourfelves, intended to have pro- 
ceeded directly on our journey by land; but on fending our-fervants to the 
pott-houfe for horfes, we had the mortification to find, that there was no 
pofibility of getting any till the next morning, every one belonging to the 

poit- 
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pot-mafter having been hired yefterday to carry people to Bon, where an r759.. 
ftalian opera, and other diverfions, are to be exhibited this night. nym 


Horfes were fent to us this morning earlier than we expected, and we fet Monday, 
eff from Cologne at half after nine o’clock, with three to each carriage, the February 26.- 
number which is commonly made ufe of on the German roads. The pofts- 
from Cologne to Cleves and Nimeguen, are as follow, 


Pofts. Hours. 


From Cologne to Dormain — — 1m 24 
Dormain to Nuys — — I — 2 
Nuys to Hochftrat — — 2— 9 
Hochftrat to Santen — — 2 — 64 
Santen to Cleves — — 2 — 4 
Cleves to Nimeguen — — 2 — 3t 

Total of pofts and hours — 10 27%. 


Nuys, Hochftrat, Santen, and Cleves, are Pruffian pofts, and not regulated: 
by the German poft-ofice. We pay by the ftone, mile or hour, cither of 
which is equal to about an Hngljh league.. 


We drove over a fine champain country, leaving the Rime at a little dif- Dormain. 
tance on our right hand, and between eleven and twelve o’clock, got to 
Dormain; we ftaid only a quarter of an hour to change horles, and 
then fet off for Nuys, where we arrived a little before two in the afternoon. 

Nuys is a confiderable town, fubject to the King of Prufia, but the French Nuves 
have made themlelves mafters thereof, and of the feveral other places be- 

longing to that monarch in the low-countries. They have a regiment of 

cavalry quartered here at prefent, who, while we ftaid to refrefh ourfelves,. 

very agreeably entertained us with feveral tunes on their Frencb-horns. We 

left Nuys between two and three o’clock in the afternoon, and travelling. 

over a moft charming, and well-cultivated country, by eleven at nivht, we 

reached the {mall village of Hoch/trat ; and during the ume that frefh horfes HocustRrat. 
were getting ready for us, we threw ourfelves on fome. chairs, and took a 

little fleep. 


Here we muft bid adieu to the gay livery-drefs of our poftilions ; and are 
now to be drove by plowmen both in drefsand behaviour. In Italy the pof-- 
tilions wear a coat of blue cloth turned up with red, a laced hat, and carry a. 
{mall French-born acrofs their fhoulders, decked with taffels. In the fouthern- 
moft parts of Germany, the poftilon’s livery is always of aredcloth. As you. 
advance farther northward, it changes to a-yellow faced with black, and. 
the French-horn at every hundred miles diftance, gradually increafes in its- 
fize. Our prefent fhabby poftilions have the vanity alfo to carry a horn,. 
and expect. that the fame refpect fhall be paid by all travellers to its found, 
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as has been done to the horns of their well-dreffed brethren. The fellow 
who drove us to Hochftrat, did not ride one of the horfes, but feated him- 
felf on a low box, and made ufe of a long whip. 


At half paft two this morning, we left Hochftrat, and at five got to the 
gates Of Rhineberg. The French are alfo in pofieffion of this place, and 
have a garrifon quartered init. The gates however were opened to us 
without a queftion being afked relative to our paffports. This town is 
fituated on the weltern fide of the Rhine, and at about a mile and half dif- 
tance from it. The country round this place is very pleafant, and well cul- 
tivated. Since we entered the Prufian territories, we have frequently met 
with direction pofts on the road, which though of great affiftance to a 
ftranger, are not to be feen in countries more to the fouthward. 


At twenty minutes after cight o’clock, we got to a fmall eminence, and 
difcovered the town of Santen lying at the foot of it. We had hkewile in 
our view a moft beautiful vale, very broad and extenfive, with the river 
Rhine running through the midft of it. From this eminence, we could 
plainly difcover feveral fpires belonging to the churches in Cleves. We 
reached Sanien at nine o’clock in the morning. This town alfo belongs to 
the King of Prufia, but is at prefent under the fubjection of the French, 


who have raifed enormous contributions here, to the impoverifhment of the 
poor inhabitants. 


We left Santen at half paft nine o’clock, and at two in the afternoon ar- 
rived at the poft-office of Cleves, which ftands juft without the gates of the 
city. From hence we were obliged to fend a fervant with our paffports to 
the officer commanding the French garrifon, with a requeft that he would 
give an order to the po(t-mafter to fupply us with fix horfes. The officer 
complied with our defires, but not before he had put feveral queftions to 
the fervant relating to our journey and characters, and expreffed great fur- 


prize at our thus venturing to pafs through the armies of the Grand Mo- 
narch. 


Cleves is a confiderable city, feated on an eminence, about four miles 
from the Rhine. We travelled towards it over a very fandy road, of a long 
but gradual afcent, having both on the right and left hand of us, a double 
row of fine elm-trees, which had a pretty effeét, and greatly add to 
the agreeable fituation of the place, and the beauties of its environs. 


We left Cleves at three o’clock in the afternoon, and at fix arrived at 
Nimeguen. : 


This city is large, and ftrongly fortified, and the ftreets are well paved 
and regular. It is under the government of the States General. Our ftay 
at Nimeguen was fo fhort, that I will not pretend to give a particular de- 
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feription of it. I was exceedingly ftruck however with the neatnefs and 1759. 
cleanlinefs of the houfes, for which, here, and indeed throughout the whole ““~— 
of the United Provinces, the Dutch are fo juftly celebrated *. 


Between ten and eleven o'clock this morning, we embarked in a boat February 28. 

we hired here to carry us to Rotterdam, for which we agreed to pay forty 

guilders; and at halt after five in the afternoon, we got to a confiderable 

town feated, as Nimeguen is, on the left-hand fide of the river Waal, called 

Bommel. The wind not being fair for us, our fkipper fteered the boat to the Bommat. 
neht-hand fide of the river, to lie by for the night: we therefore went 

alhore, and repaired to a {mall neat public-houle, where we met with the 

beft accommodations. 


Wereimbarked this morning at feven o’clock, and at ten paffed by Lovef- March 1. 
tein caltle. In half an hour more we reached Gorcum, a confiderable town, Gorcum. 
feated on the right-hand fide of the river. ‘The whole country about us is 
flat and low, bur at the fame time looks extremely rich. An infinite num- 
ber of willows are regularly planted all alony the banks of the river, which 
in the fummer feaiun mutt form one of the mott delightful profpedts in the 
world. Attwoo’clock in the afternoon, we got abreaft of Dert, a large Dorr. 
town, and very confideralle port, famous for the Proteftant fynod held 
here in 1618. At half paft fix we arrived at Rotterdam, where we had the 
fatisfaction to receive letters from our families and friends in England, agree- 
able to inftructions we had given them from Leghorn. 


This is the richeft town of the feven united provinces, except Amfler- Rorrer- 
dam, with clean, regular ftreets, and canals fo cut that the largeft fhips can >4™- 
come up to the very doors of the merchants. We vifited their anatomical Mach 2 
fchool, and were fhewn the moft curious preparations laid up there, but 
did not find them comparable to fome we had before feen in England. 

This city being the birth-place of Era/mus, we had the cuniofity to go and 
fee his ftatue, which is well executed in bronze. We vifited allo the ex- 


* «©The extreme moifture of the air] take to be the occafion of the great neatnefs of their 
houfes, and cleanlinefs of their towns. For without the help of thofe cuftoms their country 
would not be habitable by fuch crowds of people, but the air would corrupt upon every hot 
feafon, and expofe the inhabitants to general and infectious difeafes, which they hardly 
efcape three fummers together, efpecially about Leyden, where the waters are not fo eafily 
renewed ; and for this reafon, I fuppofe it is, that Leyden is found to be the neateft and 
cleaneft kept, of all their towns. 

The fame moifture of air makes all metals apt to ruft, and wood to mould; which forces 
them, by continual pains of rubbing and fcouring, to feek a prevention, or cure: this makes 
the brightnefs and cleannefs that feems affected in their houfes, and is called natural to them, 
by people who think no further. So the deepnefs of their foil, and wetne{s of feafons, which 
will render it unpaflable, forces them, not only to exaétnefs in paving their {treets, but to the 
expence of fo long caufeways between many of their towns, and in their high-ways: as in- 
deed, moft national cuftoms are the effe&t of fome unfeen, or unobferved natural caufes or 
neceffitics.”” 

Sir VW. Temple's Obfervations on the United Provinces, vol. 1. 
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change for merchants, and the great church, whofe foundation we were told 
gave way fo much, foon after the edifice was finifhed, that it appeared to 
be in great danger of falling, by a proper and curious application how- 
ever of the mechanical powers, the defect was perfectly remedied, and 
this building now ftands as upright, as any other of the churches in 
the city. 


At Rotterdam we intended to have difpofed of our Jtakan chaifes, which 
had coaft us near furty pounds each, but not being able to get more than 
about eight fequins for them, we refolved to have them conveyed to England, 
in expectation the: it would anfwer better to fell them there. And Mr. 
Rofe (a Britifo merchant who refided here) was fo obliging as to agree with 
the mafter of a {hip to land mine at Port/mouth, for three pounds ten {fhil- 
lings. We had been told at Leghorn, that we fhould be able to fell our 
carriages at Rotterdam for two-thirds at leaft of what they coft us; but 
we experienced quite the contrary, and the reafon is, becaule our Enelifh 
gentlemen, who ufed to be travelling abroad, are by the prefent war con- 
fined ar home; coniequently thefe foreign carriages are now of little ufe 
or value. 


At nine o’clock in the evening, we embarked in a ketch for Helvoetfuys, 
and by three quarters after nine in the morning, arrived there, difembarked, 
and put up at a public houfe kept by Mr. Fe// an Engh/hbman. Helvoetfluys 
1s a Clean, little fea-port town, where the packet-boats, which pats between 
England and Holland, are always ftationed. At the upper end of the town, 
is a large bafon, in which lie three or four Dutch thips of war, in or- 
dinary. 


At eight this morning, we went on board the packet-boat, and made 
fail for Englund, but at five in the afternoon, the wind coming from 
the weit, we were obliged to put back, and in a few hours got again to 
Helvoetfluys. 


This morning at eleven o’clock, we once more put to fea, and in a few 
hours difcovered a fail, bearing down towards us, whom we fulpected to 
be an enemy. The mafter of a Dutch veffel affured us, that the fhip in 
fioht was a french privateer, upon which we altered our courfe, and pre- 
tended as if we were putting back to Helvoetfluys, but at fix in the 
evening, when it became dark, the mafter put the packet about, and 
ftood tor the northward, by which means we had the good luck to efcape 
the enemy, and at half paft eleven the next morning, had the unfpeak- 
able joy of entering the long withed-for port of Harwich. 


Thus after an irkfome abfence of more than five years, and a journey at- 
tended with fuch a feries of dilappointment, difficulty, and illnefs, I once more 
fafely landed on my native fhore; and in thirty-fix hours afterwards, was made 
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completely happy in the fight and embraces of my family and friends at 1729, 
Titchfield in Hampfhire. On fuch an occafion, could I help adopting the —~— 
fentiment and expreffions of the Pfalmift? “ Praife the Lord, O my T!tcu- 
* foul, and forget not all his benefits. I will publith with the voice of ee 
“© thankfgiving, and tell of all his wonderful works. For he hath defended 

** me from the peftilence that walketh in darknefs, and from the de- 

“© ftruction that wafteth at noon-day. He has given his angels charge over 

me, and at length brought me to the defired habitation.” 


Lil APPEN. 
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A P PEN DE X. 


NY. I. 
Mepricanu and CHIRURGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


AO avoid interruptions in the narrative, I omitted to enlarge on the 

feveral difeafes with which the {fquadron was afflicted. I fhall now 

treat of that fubject more diftinétly, as fomething of this kind will certainly 

be expected from a perfon of my profeffion; and I flatter myfelf, that, 

although I mean to be concife, yet, what I have to offer will be of fome 
fervice to the general interefts of the navy. 


On this occafion I beg leave to carry the reader as far back as the oth 
of March 1754, when Mr. Watfon lett Plymouth with all his fhips com- 
panies in perfect health. In the months of May and une following, 
feveral diforders took place in the fquadron, and in fpite of the united 
efforts of all our officers, who ordered the decks to be conftantly fwept and 
{craped, and the ventilators to be daily ufed, by the gth of Yul, when we 
-atrived at Madagafcar, they had increafed to fo great a degree, that the 
Kent alone had buried twelve men, befides a large number who were 
reduced to fuch an extremity, that they muft have died, had we con- 
tinued only a few days more at fea. 


The diforders under which the Kez?’s people laboured at this time, were 
principally Putrid Levers, and Putrid Fluxes; which though common to 
hot climates, were, I believe, confiderably increafed by the great quantities 
of ftock-fifh and other provifions ftowed in the fifh-room and between the 
guns of the lower deck: the fifh becoming putrid by the heat of the wea- 
ther, and by their long continuance there, emitted fuch a noxious fmell, 
as made the air, in every part of the fhip below, unfit for refpiration. Be- 
fides, by this time the fea water had unavoidably made tts way through the 
chinks of the ports and hawfe-holes, and by its (inking efMuvia had greatly 


added to the*tontagion. 
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It would be almoft needlefs to defcribe the particular manner in which I 
treated “thofe patients;~wirite they lay on board, as there. was nothing un- 
common in my practife; it will be fufficient to obferve, that I made it my 
principal care, to keep them as clean in their perfons and births as poffible; 
to purify the air around them as much as lay in my power ; and not only 
antifeptic medicines were adminiftered, but wines, punch, and culinary 
affiftances were daily feat rhem from the admiral’s, captures, and jieute- 
nants ftores. Indeed, it is to thefe adits of humanity in the officers, yand to 
the unwearied diligence of the turgeon’s mates in feeing thefe fupphes pro- 
perly applied, that the prefervation of many of their lives muft be attributed. 
I have obferved in the voyage, that at our landing on ine ifland of Mada- 
gafcar, where we met with a variety of. frefh provifions and vcyetables, 
efpecially thofe of the acid kind, our fick people were reftored to their 
health and ftrength in a very fhort time; and only fcur of thole who 
were put on fhore from on board the Keni, died. The ftquadron left 
that ifland on the feventh of Augu/t, and arrived at Fort St. David on the 
roth of September following, in a condition as to health, that was by no 
means to be called bad ; but we thought it prudent, (notwithftanding we 
were fo foon to fail for Bombay) to fend on fhore to the hofpital 78 of 
the moft fickly of our fhips crews, moft of whom were Jabouring either un- 
der fcorbutic or bilious complaints ; for bilious diiorders begun to. make 
their appearance among us foon after our getting to India. The {curvy 
however was now become the moft predominaat diftemper, which was 


undoubtedly owing to our fea pafflage from Madagafcar to Fort St. 
David. 


Between the 14th of November 1754 and the 14th of February in the 
following year, 104 patients were fent from two fhips to the hofpital at 
Bombay, who chiefly laboured under fcurvies and Auxes.. There were fome 
alio very 11] in bilious fevers; the fluxes were either of the fcorbutic or 
bilious fort. At this period likewife, the fcurvy appears to have been the 
mott prevailing diftemper, which perhaps was in a great meature owing to 
its being the winter feafon. : 


On the Coromandel coaft, between the 24th of Fanuary 1755, and the 
24th of Odéfober following, we received at the hoipitals, from the Kent, 
Cumberland, Tyger, Salifbury, Bridgewater, and King’s-fifber, 1214 * patients, 
of whom 1658 only were in fcurvies; the much greater part of the reft were 
down in bilious fevers, bilious fluxes, or fome other diforder that difcovered 
an overflowing of the bile in the conftitution. As this was the fummer 


-'* The reader is not to fuppofe by 1214 patients, that fo many diftin& perfons were fent 
fick from the si for the compliment of the whole fquadron at any one time did not exceed 
-4800; he is to be apprifed, that the fame man may have been tent to the hofpitul, and after 
Ha Shagttee difcharged; then fent again on acecunt of a relapfe, or his being feized with 
wrother dif rdef, within the time meutioned in this account.—'This obfervation is to be ape 
plied on every future occafion., : 
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feafon, it will fufficiently account for the number of my fcorbutie patients 


being very trifting, :in -comparilon of thofe who .Wwere afflicted with biltous 
complaints. a 


At Bombay, between the roth of November 1755, and the 29th of /pril 
1556, we received into the hofpital from the whole fquadron 1334 patients, 
of whom 514 were in fcurvies, and fcorbutic fluxes. The reft were dif- 
eafed with various hepatic complaints, common diforders, or cafes of 
{urgery.": Here it is worthy of remark, that this was the winter feafon, 
when the {curvy again became the predominant diftemper among us. 


On the Coromandel coaft, between April 1756, and the 12th of Offober 
following, we received into the hofpital from all the fhips 847 patients, 
of whom 132 were in fcurvies, 108 in bilious fevers, 163 in bitious 
fluxes, and 222 in bilious obftructions. The remaining 221 were down. 
in various diforders, but even in moft of thefe, the bile was predominant. ' 
A very few chirurgical and venereal complaints are to be excepted.—This 


again was the fummer feafon, and we fee plainly, that bilious diforders were 
by much the moft prevalent during this period. 


On board the Proteétor an occafional hofpital fhip in Bengal river, and 
at the hofpital at Calcutta, between the 25th of December 1756, and the 
8th of February 1757, we received 455. patients from the king’s fhips, of 
whom 72 were in the worift ftape of the fcurvy, 27 in convulfions of 
the bowels from a fcorbutic cafe, co-operating probably with the muddy. 
water of the river; 12 in putrid fevers, and the remaining 104 were ill of 
various diforders, all of which, except a few cafes of furgery, partook of 
the fcurvy. Out of the whole number received into the hofpital here, I find, 
that at the clofe of the firft quarterly account, we buried 27 men: a par- 
ticular mention of the number of the dead, may be proper‘to exhibit a com- 
parative view of the mortality attending the difeafes of the fquadron in 
Bengal, and our other fettlements in Jndia. -Here my former abfervation re-. 
fpecting the difference of feafons, once more holds good, for thefe being the 
winter months, the-fcorbutic diforders greatly increafed, while thofe of the 
bilious kind decreafed in the fame proportion. I muft add, that the fqua- 
dron jutt before had a long and fatiguing paffage of feven weeks from the 
Coromandel coaft to the river of Bengal, which doubtlefs was an additional 
reafon why the {curvy fo greatly prevailed at this time. 


At Calcutta, between the 8th of February 1757 and the zth of Auguf 
following, we received into the hofpital 1140 patients, of whom 54 were 
ill in fcurvies, 302 1n bilious fevers, 109 in intermittents, 16 in meaflcs, 
32 in bilious and bloody fluxes, 56 in bilious cholics, 21 in venereal com- 

laints; and 155 were chirurgical cafes. Out of the whole number we 
buried 52 men, Ic is necefflary here to obferve, that-much the greater 
part of this time, the weather was exceedingly hot and dry ; i. 
ee OT uring 
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during thar.feafon, billous difeafes were moft predominant: afterwards, 
when the rains had fet in, the intermittents began to make their ap- 
pearance. | 


At the fame place, between the 7th of uguft 1757, and the 7th of 
November following, (during the greater part of which period, the weather 
being fultry and rainy), we received into the hofpital 717 frefh patients, 
befides 430 who were there before ; fo that in the whole we had in this in-. 
terval 1147 on fhore. Among the 717 which were taken in laft, there 
were 20 only in fcurvies, 147 1n putrid fevers, 304 In intermitting fevers, 
19 in putrid bloody fluxes, 155 in putrid fluxes; 10 1n bilious obftructions, 
6 in inflammations of the bowels; 6 in confumptions, and 19 cafes of furgery. 
The 41 unaccounted for, were made up of men labouring under various 
diforders, but fuch as in general difcovered a putrefcent difpofition in the 
conflitution. Out of the whole number that were 1n the hofpital at this 
time, we buried 101, which added to thofe we had before loft in the Pro- 
tefior, and in the hofpital, fince our arrival in the river, (which took in no 
more than 10 months and 13 days) make our whole lofs to amount to 180. 
And this is exclufive of fuch as had been flain in battle, or who had died 
on board their refpective fhips before a provifion had been made for their re- 
ception in the Proteéfor, or on fhore. So that (as will {oon be fhewn) the 
number of men buried in Bengal, amounted to more than half of all who 
died in the feveral hofpitals in Jndia, during the whole time of Admiral 
Watfon’s command, and for fome fhort time after his death, including a 
period of three years, one month, and 14 days. 


Thus far it is evident, that in the winter feafon, and during @ long continu- 
ance at fea, the feurvy is the difeafe to which fatlors are moit fubject in hor 
climates 5 that in the fammer months, when the weather is hor and dry, 
bilicus fevers and fluxes are the prevailing diftempers ; and that putrid 
fluxes and intermittents are particularly incidental to Auropean failors in the 
faltry and rainy feafons at Bengal. . 


I fhall now produce as exact an account as our hofpital books will 
admit, of every patient received at different times into the feveral hof- 
pitals in India, trom the 13th of September 1754, to the 7th of November 
1957, which includes the whole of the time they were under my care; and 
to each particular difeafe, I fhall put the number of thofe who died in it, 
The whole number received into the hofpicals, amounted to 6062. Among 
thefe, there were il] in 

Fluxes under different names 1819, of whom died 97. 

Scurvies 1103, died 11. 

Fevers of different forts goo, died 42. 

Antermittents 547, died 17. 

Bilious obftructions 536, died 10. 

Rheumatifms 103, died 2. 

Inflammations 
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Inflammations of the bowels 83, died 5. 

Confumptions 47, died 3. . 

Bilious colics 62. Meafles 16. Inflammation of the eyes 24. Coughs 24. 
Spittings of blood 7. Pleurifies 28. Died 11. : 

Afthmas 14, died 1. 

Quinfies 8. Convulfive fits 5. Suppreffions of urine 3. Cutaneous 
eruptions 6. Palfey 1. Hamorrhoides 4. Itch 4. Worms 7. Dropfy 2. 
Gravel 33. Died 1. 

Weaknefles from various preceding difeafes 57, died 1. 

Venereal cafes 58, died 2. 


The following chirurgical cafes muft be added. 


Ruptures 18, died 1. 

Ulcers 166, died 2. 

Contufions and other common accidents 147, died 5. 
Diflocated and fractured bones 28, died 1. 

Gun-fhot wounds 131, died 17. 

Stumps after limbs amputated 15, died 9. 

Blown up by gun-powder 13, died 3. Scalds 4. 


By the foregoing account, the number of dead amounts to 241; but 
befides thefe, there were alfo 87 perfons who died chiefly in fluxes, fevers, 
intermitting, or bilious diforders: but as at the time of their deaths they 
itand on the hofpital books under the article of “ fundry perfons remaining 
for a confiderable while in the hofpital in various difeafes ;” fo at this time 
it is not practicable to exactly afcertain what were their refpective com- 
plaints, or to fx a name to thofe diforders that carried them off. 


I once intended to have written very particularly of the feveral difcafes 
to which Europeans are fubjeét in the Haft Indies; but having again and 
again read over, and always with frefh delight, that excellent effay on this 
sabe Prag by my ingenious and learned friend Dr. Lind, I am obliged 
to confefs, that I find myfelf altogether at a lofs for new matter. Infteael 
therefore of offering any thing of my own on this head, | think it will 
anfwer a better purpofe to make a few abftracts from the doctor’s very 
valuable book, and for more particular information refer to the work 
itfelf. 


* «< Next to Bencoolen, of all the Exgli/h factories, the climate of Bengal 
proves the moft fatal to Ewropeans. The rainy feafon commences at Bengal 
in Fune, and continues till Odfoser ; the remainder of the year is healthy 
and pleafant. | 


* Effay, p. 78. ‘ 
; 5 - During 
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«© Doring the rains, this rich and fertile country is quite covered by the 
Ganges, and converted as it were into a large pool of water ‘In the pont of 
Ofober, when the ftagnated water begins to be exhaled by the heat! dP the fun, 
the air is then greatly polluted by the vapours'from the flime and mud left by 
the Ganges, and by the corruption of dead fith and other animals. « Difeafes 
then rage, attacking chiefly fuch as are lately arrived. Here, as in all other 
places, ficknefs is more frequent and fatal in fome years than others. ‘The 
diftempers are fevers, of the remitting or intermicting kind: for though 
fometimes they may continue feveral days, without any perceptible rémiffjon, 
yet they have in general a great tendency ‘to it, and are commanly accom- 
panied with violent fits of rigors and fhiverings, and with difcharges of bile 
upwards and downwards. If the feafon be very fickly, fome are feized with 
a malignant fever, of which they foon die. The body is covered with 
blotches of a livid colour, and the corpfe in a few hours turns quite black 
and corrupted. At this time fluxes prevail, which may be called bilious * 
er putrid, the better to diftinguifh them from others which are accqm- 
panied with an inflammation of the bowels. In all difeafes at Bengal, the 
lancet is cautioufly to be ufed. | : | 


‘¢ But to quit Bengal, let us proceed to obferve—That though the air in 
the Exglifh prefidentfhip of Bombay is not fo pure as at Madrafs, yet it is 
much inore wholefome than at Bengal; the coaft of Malabar being pretty 
healthy, though inferior in this re{pect to the coaft of Coromandel. 


«© The ifland of Bombay has of late been rendered much more healthy 
than it was formerly, by a wall which is now built to prevent the incroach- 
ment of the fea, where is formed a falt marfh, and by an order that none 
of the natives fhould manure their cocoa-nut trees with putrid fifh. 


<< At Surat and Tellicherry, on the fame coaft, Europeans generally enjoy a 
good ftate of health. 


‘© Madrafs is efteemed the moft healchy government belonging to the 
Engli/b : and indeed the air of the whole coaft of Coromandel is in general 
pure and temperate, in refpect of many other parts of Jndig, not only 
Aladrafs, but St. David's, Cuddalore, and Negapatnam the Dutch ptefident- 
fhip on this coaft. 


‘** Befides thefe malignant and remitting fevers, which rage during the 
wet feafon, and fome time after it, ia the unhealthy. parts of the Zaft Indies, 


* In my hofpital accounts there is a diftin€tion made between the bilious and-putrid flux. 

In the firft fort there was always heat and fonie degree of inflammation in the conftitution and 

bowels, accompanied with a full pulfe. In the latter the patients had chills, their kins, were 

clammy, and pulfe feeble. And what was commonly underftood to make the diftin&tion, was, 
that in the bilious fort, the bile was not in a corrupted or putrid ftate, in the other it was. 

Europeans, 
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Europeans, efpecially fuch as live intemperately, are alfo fubject to fluxes, 
and to an inflammation or difeafe of the liver; which laft is almoft peculiar 
to India, and particularly to the Coromandel coatt. 


** Fluxes are feldom here accompanied with inammatory fymptoms; the 
difcharge being chiefly of a putrid or bilious nature, they are removed by ad- 
miniftering firft a vomit, then rhubarb, and laftly ipecacuanha in {mall dofes. 
After the bile and other putrefcent, humours have been thus fufficiently 


evacuated, opiates, with a diet of rice, and fuch food as is antifeptic, mutt 
be prefcribed. 


“¢ The difeafe of the liver is generally preceded by a high fever, a dif- 
ficulty of breathing, and a violent pain fixed in the right fide upon the feat 
of the liver, to which the fick perfon often applies his hand, feeking for 
relief *. On its firft attack the patient fhould lofe blood, and the part 
ought to be bathed with a warm, relaxing and difcutient fomentation ; or 
a blifter may be applied to it. When by bleeding, the fever is fomewhat 
abated, a gentle purge or clyfter being previoufly adminiftered, immediate 
recourfe muft be had to mercury, as a fpecific for this difeale. A gentle 
falivation of 15 or 20 days muft be raifed by means of the mercurial oint- 
ment rubbed upon or near the affected part, together with the ufe of mer- 
curial pills of calomel taken occafionally.” 


To thefe obfervations of Dr. Lind, I beg leave to add my own teftimony, 
that I almoft always found a falivation to be a fpecific in fuch complaints. 
Now and then it happened, that in the height of a ptyalifm, the mercury 
turned on the bowels, and brought on a fatal bloody flux; but notwithftand- 
ing this, upon the whole I will venture to pronounce mercury to be the moft 
efficacious of all medicines in fuch cafes. 1 may add, that it is the only 
medicine yet known which gives a patient any chance for his life, fince 
without his undergoing a falivation, an abicefs of the liver is almoft fure to 
take place, and which in the end proves fatal. 


For inftances of fuch abfceffes, I muft refer to two or three, which have 
been particularly ftated, and with great care and judgment, by Mr. ohn 
Bogue, now furgeon of Admiral Sir Robert Harland’s thip in the Haft Indies, 
and which are preferved in Dr. Lind’s effay. | 


I cannot finifh this fubject without obferving, that about the time 
Mr. Watfon’s {quadron entered Bengal river, a moft melancholy fcene was 
exhibited by the fcurvy: It raged with fuch violence, as to make great 
devaftation among us. This malady (as before obferved) was entirely owing 
to the very long pafflage we had in our voyage from the Coromandel coaft to 


*® And he always complains of a pain in one or both of the fhoulders. 
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Bengal, and in the winter feafon. The Kent it is true loft but few of her 
people in this diforder, but the other fhips of the fquadron buried a great 
many; which difference, I am _ perfuaded, was occafioned by the large 
quantity of orange and lemon juices that I had preferved in a half hogfhead 
during our ftay at Madagafcar, and which I now ordered to be daily given 
them in their common liquor. | 


At this time, not only moft of the fad fymptoms of the feurvy, which 
have been fo accurately enumerated by Dr. Lind, made their appearance, but 
two others, not mentioned by him, were unfortunately fuperadded; viz. 
the Scrotum in many patients was fwollen to an enormous fize, equal to 
that of a globe of 12 inches diameter, and the contents of this fwelling 
was water, as appeared upon our tapping the Scretum. The other un- 
ufual effeét was a convulfive fpafm of the inteftines, which fuddenly car- 
ried off feveral men. Some who were thus attacked, recovered, but 
others remained in the moft exquifite torture for twenty-four hours, and 
then expired. | | i 


From the foregoing obfervations, and from others taken notice of in the 
courle of the narrative, thefe four general inferences are indifputably 
clear. | 


Firft, That fhips bound to the Haft Indies fhould be as little incumbered 
with ftores between decks, as poffible. 


Secondly, That dryed ftock-fifh, which upon the account of hav- 
ing no fale ufed in the curing of them, are fometimes put on board 
our fhips of war, to prevent the fcurvy breaking the amongft our peo- 
ple, by their foon corrupting and growing putrid, are fo jar from an- 
iwering the good intention, that on the contrary they are productive of 
much evil. 


Thirdly, That as but few, if any, of the Kent’s people died in the 
{curvy during our winter’s paflaye to Bengal, whilft the other fhips of the 
{quadron buried many; fo this difference c:zn no other way be ac- 
counted for, but by the antifcorbutic quality of the orange and lemon 
juices. It therefore follows, that if government would be fo far at- 
tentive to this fubjeét, as to order all fhips bound to the Eeft Indies 
to ftop at Madagafcar, or any other proper place, and take in fome 
pipes of thefe juices, which might be made up into punch, and ferved 
to the feveral crews inftead of grog, they would certainly be the means 
of preferving many lies, and greatly redound to the emolument of the 
Nation *. 


* This cbfervation will hold good in every other country that abounds with thefe fruits. See 
Dr. Lind’s laft edition of his Treatife on the Scurvy, p. 541, where my remarks on this inte- 
refting fubjcdt are mere fully fet forth. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly, Sinee intermittents, and other putrid diforders, are found to be 
fo prevalent in Bengal, thips deflined to the Baf Indies, ought therefore to 
be fupplicd with a very large quantity of the Peravian Lark and Ipecacnanha 
rool, and (as Dr. Lind has juftly obferved in refpect to the frit article) the 
dureeons of the navy fhould on that account be exculed from taking with 
them other drugs, not wanted, or which may at a little expence be pro- 
cured by the mielves in the Eaft Indies. 


I think it my duty alfo to infert in this place fuch direétions and obfer- 

vations, as my own experience and refleétion have turnifhed me with dur- 
ing my long fervice in the navy, with reipect to the moft eligible method 
of managing the wounded in the time of action; a point of fuch im- 
portance as equally deimands the attention both of the furgeor and the 
commander. 


The firft engagement I was in, was that between the late excellent and well 
known naval commander Commodore Barnet and the Chevalier de Caylus 
in the Mediterranean, in the year 1741, when feveral of our men were 
wounded by the fhot of the enemy, and others blown up by fome car- 
tridges of gunpowder taking fire. At that time I too fenfibly experienced 
the very great inconvenience of the furgeon’s attending the wounded in the 
Cockpit, the place then, and in the late war, too commonly allotted for this 
important bufinefs. 


At the very inftant when I was amputating the limb of one of our 
wounded feamen, I met with an almoft continual interruption from the reft 
of his companions, who were in the like dittreisful circumftances; {ome 
pouring forth the moft piercing cries to be taken care of, while others 
feized my arm in their earnef{tneis of being relieved, even at the time 
that I was pafling the needle for {fecuring the divided blood-veftels by a 


ligature. 


Surely, at the time when fuch operations are in contemplation, the opera- 
tor’s mind as well as body ought to be as little agitated as poffible; and the 
very fhaking of the lower gun-deck, owing to the recoil of the large 
cannon which are placed jutt over his head, 1s of itfelf fufficient to 
incommode a furgeon, and in a confiderable degree prevent the fkilful per- 
formance of his duty. 


I muft add, that a place of entire fecurity to the furgeon and his 
afliftants in the time of an engagement, is an object of the greateft con- 
fequence, how much foever it may have been hitherto overlooked or dif- 
regarded. In the two laft wars we met with feveral inftances ot furgeons 
or their mates being wounded in the Cockpit by cannon balls, which plainly 
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evince that this cannot be a proper ftation for men, upon, whofe perfonal 
fecurity, the lives of fo many brave feamen entirely depend. I would 
earneftly recommend it therefore to the Commanders of our fhips of war, 
that the printed inftructions of the navy, relative to the place in which the 
furgeon is to be ftationed, during the time of action, be literally carried into 
execution: and that inftead of the too common and abfurd cuftom of con- 
fining him to the Cockpit, a platform be erected for his ufe in the fold, 
where being as much as poffible fecured from all apprehenfion of danger, 
his mind will be quite calm and ferene, and his judement undifturbed ; 
confequently he will be more capable of performing thoie difficult 
operations, which he is always fure to meet with in a fevere engage- 
ment. 


This point, ir muft be owned, is a very delicate one in refpect to 
the furgeon, who, fhould he make an application to his commanding 
officer for this purpofe, might fubject himfelf to the jocofe fmmles of fome 
of his fhipmates, and to the unkind farcafms of others, who would be ra- 
ther apt to impute his folicitude on this head to the care he takes of his 
own perfon, than to any good confequences he thinks may hence arife to the 
public. This was exactly my cafe in the feveral fhips I ferved on board of ; 
and yet in fpite of cenfure on one hand, and ridicule on the other, I had 
always refolution fufficient to declare my fentiments openly on this fubject , 
and never once failed in the end to convince the commander, of the un- 
{peakable advantages that neceffarily muft attend it. 


As many able, but modeft practitioners, however, may, through the fear 
of being thought over folicitous about their own fafety, too timidly give 
up fo important a point; I take the liberty in their behalf, of thus pub- 
licly addrefling myfelf to the commanders of our navy in general, befeech- 
ing them, that for the fake of their own and their crew’s Hves, and for the 
take of their country, they would take this matter into their moft ferious 
confideration, and in times of war order a proper platform to be laid in the 
Hold for the reception of the wounded, without waiting for any applica- 
tion from the furgeon of the fhip. 


As an inducement for their fo doing, 1 beg leave to fet before them the 
example of the late Admiral Leffeck (who was univerfally allowed to be as 
good a fea-oficer as any of the age) and who upon the profpeét of his 
ihip’s coming into action in the year 1744 (though at that time he was 
Jaid up with a fevere fit of the gout) caufed himfelf to be carried into the 
Neptune's Hold, that he might be an eye-witnefs of the platform being pro- 
perly conftrudted, which he had before particularly ordered for that place. 
And this able and judicious officer was often heard to declare, that in 
the courfe of his early fervices he had fully experienced the ill confequences 
of a contrary meafure, and therefore always recommended this for which I 
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am pleading, to thofe gentlemen who ferved under him, as a matter of the 
highelt importance. 


The brave Captain Speke (a man as much diftinguifhed by his pru- 
dence in advifing, as by his aétivity in executing) did not fcruple to own 
himfelf thoroughly convinced by my reafoning on this fubject ; and though 
much innocent pleafantry had occafionally fallen from him whenever this 
became the topic of our converfation, yet afterwards, at the attack of Chan- 
dernagore, when he himfelf was brought down wounded into the Hold, and 
there faw the neceffity of the arrangement I have been recommending, he 
with ereat ferioufnefs made the following declaration to me: ‘** No fur- 
geon, my friend, fhall ever again be put to the pain of applying to me 
tor a platform in the /io/d; for I now too well perceive what diftrefs 
and embarraffment muft have attended both you and the wounded, had 
you been obliged to receive and drefs them all indifcriminately in the 


Cockpit.” 


The method which was at that time taken, and which with fubmiffion, I 
think always fhould be taken, was, all the wounded were fent into the 
Cockpit, unul that place could hold no more, afterwards a part of them 
were conveyed into the Cable Tier. Two of my mates were ftationed there, 
to examine into the nature of their wounds. Such as were delperately 
hurt, and whofe cafes, in the opinion of thofe gentlemen, required an im- 
mediate operation, were brought by the affiftants to me and my other 
mates, who were waiting for them on the platform in the //o//. Thole 
who were lefs wounded, were dreffed by my two mates in the Cockpit, and 
then placed on the fail, fpread there for that purpofe; cr ona floor made 
of boards, and covered with canvas, in the Cable Tier. 


I cannot conclude, without hinting to my brethren the furgeons of the 
navy, that had I in my earlier years known the conlequences of a hot and 
bloody engagement, as well as I do now, J never would have embarked 
on board a large fhip of war, without furnifhing myfelf with fix or more 
amputating knives inftead of two or three ; having learnt from experience, 
that the beft of knives after an operation or two quite lofe their keennels ; 
and unfortunately, the exigency of the time 1s fuch, as will not admir of 
their being properly reftored by the hone. The fame reafon holds good 
with refpect to the number of faws, which in hike manner ought to be in- 
creafed, for to difplace the old, and to put the fpare faw to the frame, is 
equally inconvenient in the time of action. | would alfo advife every fur- 
geon to furnifh himfelf with a greater number of crooxed needles than have 
been commonly thought fufficient ; for unlels he has experimentally known 
it, ic is impoMble for him to conceive, how many of thele are either loft 
or miflaid during the noilfe and confufhhon of an engagement. 
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Tlaving given the beft direGtions in my power, for the better management 
of the wounded in a day of battle, with a few hints to the captains of our 
men of war; I could wifh to afcend to the Lords Commi Mioners of the Ad- 
miralty, and other gentlemen to whom the conduct of our naval affairs 
is committed, and pray them to take into conficeration the prefent difcou- 
racine fituation of the furgeons of the royal navy. 


It is univerfally allowed, that many of thcefe gentlemen, are men of the 
ereateft abilities in their profeffion ; and the importance of their ftation, to a 
kingdom whofe very exiftence depends on the welfare of its feamen, ap- 
pears at firft fet, without the trouble of entering into a Jong chain of rea- 
joning. It is allo as true, that the fcanty provifion at prefent made 
for the furgeons of 427s * fervice, when they are out of commiflion, gives 
bute little encouragement, either for retaining thofe who are now onthe hft, 
or for the acquiring other able ones, fhould there be occafion by the 
breaking out of a new war; for only fifty of the feniors out of three hun- 
dred and upwards whofe names are mentioned on the naval hit, have any 
claim to half pay; while the others are put to the moft wretched fhifts to 
earn even a precarious fubfifftence. And what adds greatly to the hardfhip 
of their cafe, is, that a great majority of them are gentlemen, who have 
had the advantages of a good education, and been regularly brought up 
in their profeffion,; who embarked in the fervice in their youth, or prime 
of life, have done their duty for feveral years with great credit, and at laft 
after the war was ended, were left to the mercy of a wide world, as much, 
or more at a lo{s to get their daily bread, than they were the firtt day after 
their apprenticefhip expired. 


It muft be confeffed, that a few of them out of fo large a number, 
by their own merit and affiduity, or by the deaths of old praétitioners 
in the feveral places where they fixed themfelves after the peace was made, 
have at this time the happinefs to acquire a comfortable fubfiftence. But 
can it be imagined, that thefe men will ever engage inthe navy again (tho’ 
their inclinations may poffibly lead them to do it) unlefs they could de- 
pend on a more certain provifion being made for them after another war 
was ended? It cannot, it muft not be expected from them.——And 
how much the public fervice will fuffer in the want of fuch experienced 
furgeons, I need not mention. For though, upon the breaking out of a 
new war, there ts no doubt but that many young men bred up to this 
profeffion, would offer themfelves as candidates for a naval employ, yet 
being new to the fea, and quite unacquainted with praétice, they cannot 
poffibly be put in competition with thofe older furgeons, who have been 
Jong inured to the fervice, even on the fuppofition that their refpective edu- 
cations were exactly the fame. | 


* Every furgeon of the army is intatled to half pay. 
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I intreat the liberty therefore, (after above 30 years fervice as a fur- 
geon in the navy, and when no advantage can pofhbly arife from it to my- 
felf) to recommend it as an object worthy of the attention of government, 
that a greater number of Naval furgeons be put upon the half pay lift. 
An effort of this kind, will not fail of proving highly honourable to its 
chief promoters; and as hereby a great many excellent practiuoners will 
be fecured in the fervice of the public, it is fuificiently evident, that in the 
end it muft redound to the advantage of Great Biitasn. 


APPEN- 
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A PPEN DI X, 


N°. II. 
INDIAN Trees, SHRuBS, PLants, and MepIcINEs. 


Cocoa-Nut TREE. 


LTHOUGH mention hath already been made of the Cocoa-nut 
tree, yet as its productions are of fuch great confequence to the 
natives of the Faf Indies, 1 cannot avoid prefenting it a fecond time to 
the notice of the reader. It has neither bark nor branch, increafes an- 
nually, and at length gets to a prodigious height. Some of the trees are 
of 50 years ftanding, and 60 feet high, but none are ever more than 18 
inches diameter. The root is compofed of a great number of black 
foft fibres, which are tough, 15 or 16 inches long, and of the thicknefs of 
a goofe quill. The body, or ftalk, is fingle, and full of tough, perpendi- 
cular, and oblique fibres. A bundle of leaves fhoot out annually in a kind 
of fpatha from the top of the ftalk, and 1s concave towards the centre of 
the plant; when thefe leaves firft fhoot out and open fully, they are per- 
pendicular, and then the leaves of the lJaft year are gradually forced from 
them, and become horizontal. Thofe of the preceding year fall off, or are 
cut down by the Toddy gatherers. The old leaves are compofed of a 
{trong and large middle rib, which fometimes next to the body of the 
tree is as thick as a man’s thigh, and 18 or 20 feet in length. From the 
bundle all around the tree, leaves of two feet or more in length foon grow, 
thefe are double at the bafe, affixed to the rib, and grow taper to a point at 
the end, thefe leaves ftand very clofe together, and at the top of the tree 
form an almoft perfect, and pretty looking circle. The flower comes out 
from the concave part of the leaves on the top of the tree; the footftalk 
of which is as thick as a large man’s wrift, and nearly round; this di- 
vides and fubdivides into many branches, among which are the flowers, 
and which in fome fort refemble the feed-veffel of our common plantain. 
When 
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When the flowers fall off, the fruit which is called the cocoa-nut, are in 
great numbers afixed to the fame branches; they grow to the fize of a 
boy’s head, and are at firft full of a fine pleafant limpid water, which gra- 
dually grows thicker, and at length hardens to a firm nut. 


The Indians make boats, conftruct the frames of their houfes, and make 
rafters, of the body of the tree; and by fplitting the centre fibre of the 
leaf, and weaving the pinnz together, they cover or thatch them alfo, by 
which they effectually keep out the wet, even in the rainy feafon. They 
likewife make mats and bafkets of the leaves fplit lengthways. They cut 
off a branch, or two, of the flower-ftalk, and hang to the ftump of it an 
earthen pot, in which they collect every day, from half a pint to a quart 
of Toddy; this looks like clear whey, and when frefh, being {weet and grate- 
fully acid, is extremely pleafant: if kept, it eafily ferments, and then it 
is ufed by the baker in fermenting his dough for bread. Good Arrac is 
diftilled from this fermenting juice, and alfo that fiery, fingle and fimple 
diftilled fpirit, called Fool, with which our feamen were too frequently in- 
toxicated. 


The nut, when thoroughly ripe, is thin, and of a yellowifh colour. The 
coat or hufk of the fhell, is compofed of a large quantity of ftrong fibres 
folded from end to end, and is two or three inches thick. With thefe 
fibres, after foaking them fome time in water, they make cables and 
cordage even for their largeft fhips; and yarns alfo, which are ufed in 
the conftruction of their fhips, boats, houfes, &c. thefe they call K7rar- 
Yarns, as the firft is called Kzar-Cab/es. ‘Io attempt to enumerate all the 
feveral forts of yarns, would be endlefs; it is fufficient to fay, that nails 
are feldom made ufe of in any of the country people’s buildings, and that 
in their ftead ropes and yarns are fubftituted. The fhells of the nut, ferve 
for bottles, cups, glaffes, lamps, &c. and at laft they make of them lamp- 
black for painting. 


The contents of the fhell in its firft ftage is drank as a pleafant, cool- 
ing, refrefhing beverage; in its riper ftate, it is ufed to fatten hogs, eaten as 
a part of the natives diet, and put as a thickner in all their curries: by heat- 
ing it gently over the fire a large quantity of oil is alfo extracted, with 
which the natives rub their hair, and fay that it makes it black, and fome- 
times they make ufe of it in their diet. This oil has no difagreeable {mell 
or tafte, and I do not doubt, but if procured by expreffion, it would be ex- 
ceedingly good. 


After breaking the fhells and expofing the kernel for fome time to the 
fun, they procure a ftill larger quantity of oil, but which is of a coarfer 
kind than the former; this they ule in lamps, and for their common fervices. 
When the tree is cut by accident, or blown down, the rudiments of the 
leaves which nature had in ftore for the enfuing year, are found to be of 
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aconic fhape, and when cut tranfverfely, appear like the folds in a haref! 
cabbage, though not fo thick; this is brought to the table in thin flicesy. 
and taftes like young almonds or filberds. 


Brass, fo called at Bombay; Patmrira, on the Coaft; andi 
Tay, at Bengal. 


This. grows. much in-the fame manner as the cocoa-nut tree, though, F 
think, in general, fomewhat taller. The veftigia of the leaves of former 
years remain longer on this than on the cocoa-nut tree, and when. the tree 
is 18 or 20 feet high, make it look as if it was covered with {cales. 
The fibres of the wood are rigid, as thofe of the cocoa-nut are tough ; 
the ftalks of the leaves grow out in. the fame manner, and are 
all as thick at the bafe, but they are naked fix feet or more from 
the bafe. The leaf grows round its own end, like a fan from its centre, 
and being doubly inferted into the end of the foorftalk, it appears open 
almoft to a circle; the leaves grow together thus for two-thirds of their 
length, then they feparate, and each duplicate of the leaf goes gradually to 
a point, which makes each leaf appear like the rays painted round the 
jun, or the heads of Romi/b faints, ipreading four feet in diameter: but 
the aggregate of leaves form.a head on the tree, in the fame manner as on 
the cocoa-nut. The flower ftalk appears like that af the cocoa-nut, but 
is fomewhat thicker. The fruit is as big as the fruic of that tree, but 
the lufk is not fo fibrous, and lightly divided into three lobes, in each of 
which is a fingle fruit, of an oval form, as big as an hen’s egg, and when 
ripe 2s fubftantial as a cheinut; thefe are eaten by the poor, and the na- 
tives feed hogs with them, hut, before they are in a ftate. of maturity, 
there is, as 1 was told, a jelly-like fubftance round. the kernel which is 
eaten particularly by the rich. The body. af the tree.is converted to the 
like ufes as the cocoa-nut, and is of a ftronger contexture, the Palmira rafters 
being efteemed fufficiently ftrong for the beft houfes on the Coromandel coatt. 
The flower-ftalk or ftalks are cut for the extraction of Yoddy, in ihe fame 
manner as are thofe of the cocoa-nut tree, the Teddy of the Palmira, is held 
in ftill higher eftimation, than that of the cocoa-nut tree, and from this 
extracted juice, a fugar is made, which. is finer. and better than thar made 
from the juice of the fugar-cane. 


DaTE TREE. 


This tree grows much in the fame manner, though not fo high, as the 
two former, only that the veftigia of the leaves of fome former years remain 
longer on this, than on the other trees, and almoft always give to the tree a 
icaly-like appearance : the leaves grow out of the headin the fame manner as 
they do from the others. “Fhe main fibre is full as long as the cocoa-nut’s, 
but much fmaller, fince it feldom exceeds two inches in diameter. The 
fide pinne are not above four inches long, they are inferted doubly into the 
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bafe, where they touch each other, but are far afunder at their points, which 
are hard: the duplicate of the bafe of the leaves is continued along the 
main fibre, fo that it appears fomewhatalated. The flower is like the former, 
, but more ramous: the fruit are very numerous, their fhape almoft every 

body is acquainted with, and it is well known that chey make a great part 
of the diet of the inhabitants of Arabia, and part of Perfia, but not to fo 
great a degree as Pomet has related. The numerous fruit on the trees in 
the Peninfula of India are never perfectly ripe, although the trees are in 
great abundance there. 


Arica TREE, 


This has been fully defcribed in the 184th page of this work. I fhall only 


add, that it is a fine flender tree, and grows in much the fame manner as 
the date, &c. 


Bonana and PLANTAIN TREES. 


Thefe grow fo much alike, and the fruit only differing in fize, that it is 
needlefs to make a diftinétion ; they are alfo in many places commonly con- 
founded one with the other. Generally the Bonana fruit is the fmalleft, and 
of a round form, whereas the Prantain is angular, there are of them from 
three inches in length, and one in diameter, to eight inches long, and two 
and a quarter diameter, but the jarger fort are coarfe. In gencral, when 
ripe, they are of a fine vellow colour; vet fome are green, and others of 
a bright red, efpecially the Tanjuurine Plantams, which are held in the 
highett eftimation. The P/antain tree is not fo tall as the cocoa-nut or 
Brabb, and thick pedicles furround each other at their bafe, and continue 
that appearance tothe diftance of fix, eight, and ten feet, when they fpread, 
but then the pedicle is contraéted, and forms the middle rib of the leaf, 
which leaf is fix or eight feet long, and 18 inches wide, of a beautiful green 
colour, and entire, but eafily to be fplitted crofsways; the natives fplit 
them, in order to make of the leaf, difhes and plates for putting their 
boiled rice upon. (The leaf is alfo ufed for dreffing blifters with, in the . 
Weft Indies.) The flower grows out from the centre of the leaves on a very 
long ftalk, which is as thick as a Jarge man’s wrift, of a deep purple 
colour, a conic fhape, and about ro inches in length; when this appears, 
you fee the fruit furrounding the ftalk in great numbers ; 1500 of great 
and {mall fruir, have been feen on one ftalk, but not more than 10Q 1n ge- 
neral come to perfection. 


BANIAN TREE. 


Although this tree hath already been taken notice of in page 199, I fhall 
here prefent to the reader, a more particular defcription of it. 


Nonna This 


[ 460 ] 


This is the Indian's facred tree, but they do not, as is commonly fup- 
pofed, pay adoration to it: the root fpreads a ae way ; the bark is a red- 
difh brown; the wood is white and fpungy ; the tree grows to a prodigious 
height, and its branches fpread a great way. The limbs drop down fibres, 
which take root, and become another tree, united by its branches to the 
firft, and fo continue to do until the many trees cover a great extent of 
eround : the arches which thofe different ftocks make, are gothic, and as 
before obferved, fomewhat like thofe we fee in Weftminfler Abbey, the ftocks 
not being fingle, but appearing as if compofed of many ftocks, are of a 
great circumference. There is a certain folemnity accompanying thofe trees ; 
nor do I remember that I was ever under the cover of any of them, but 
that my mind was at the time impreffed with a reverential awe | The leaves 
are of a bright, fhining green colour, flefhy, oval, and about fix inches 
long. The fruit is a fig, but of what kind I cannot fay; it was with dif- 
ficulty I faw thofe which grow on that fpecies of the Banian, called the 
little Banien tree, (mentioned in the marginal note, page 199, whofe fibres 
had not entered the ground, and formed other trees) on account that the 
birds eat them almoft as foon as they appear. 


I know of no quality this tree has in medicine, but have been told, that 
the dropping fhoots, when young and tender, and boiled in milk with 
the flower of the cocoa-nut tree, 1s a cure for a Gonorrbea. 


LITTLE BANIAN. 


This is a very large fpreading tree. I have feen them 20 feet round 
the ftock, which carried the appearance of being many ftocks clofely united. 
The outer bark is of a whitifh, the inner is fpangy and of a reddifh brown 
colour. Shoots drop from the branches, and look as if they were defigned 
to touch the ground, and take root, in order to form another body, but I 
never faw that they did fo. The leaf is of a deep fhining green above, but 
very paie below, and highly ribbed on the upper fide; 1t emits a milky 
juice. The flowers I could never find, but I imagine they are the fame 
as thofe of the common fig. The fruit is a fig of the fize of a fmall hazel 
nut, of a pale flefh colour, fpotted with a deep purple. This tree grows 
all over India, and was curforily mentioned in my note made at Gom- 
broon. 


Poon TREE. 


This tree grows very tall and ftrait; the bark is greyifh ; the wood light, 
but tolerably {trong ; it is frequently ufed for mafts, but unlefs great care 
is taken to keep the wet from the ends of it, it foon rots. I meafured one 
of thofe trees in Mabam wood on the ifland of Bombay, which though 
but 14 inches in diameter near the ground, yet was full 50 feet high, 
and gradually taper. On and near the top, on the feveral branches, 
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grow the leaves, which are long and flender, feven on ‘each petiole in 
a ftellated form, and affixed by fhort pedicles. The flowers which this tree 
produces, I have not feen. The fruit is in a hard pod, opening in two of 
its convex fides, fhaped like a pear, but only a little flatted; it is five 
inches long, of a fine crimfon colour, containing two rows of circular 
flatted feeds, as big as a boy’s marbles, and of a criimfon colour. 


Rep Woop TREE. 


This grows to near 30 feet in height, it is full of fhort branches arifing 
from the very root. The bark is red, and of an aftringent tafte; the leaves 
are fhining, and thick like our bay, oval, and about three inches long. The 
flower has efcaped my notice. The fruit is yellow, of the fize and fhape of 
avery {mall olive, pulpy, very fweet, and contains a milky juice. The 
{tone is large for the fize of the fruit, and of a deep brown colour; the 
kernel white, and tafting the fmalleft bit of it naufeates the ftomach. 


TurLip Tree, called BENDAR. 


The branches of this tree may eafily be cut into a fine thick, fpreading 
head, and it naturally fpreads a great deal. It is planted by the Luropean 
gentlemen in India, for forming their fhady walks. The bark of itis brown, 
the leaves are pretty large, and undulated, with along flender point at the 
end. The flowers are like tulips in fhape, though the corolla are not fo 
flefhy as thofe of the tulip, and are often curled on their upper part : fome 
are of a yellow, fome of a red colour only, but moft of them are varie- 
gated. The feed-veffel is a round pod, a little pointed, not very hard, and 
divided lightly into three lobes, which contain a {mall black feed of a cot- 
ton-like fubftance. 


EuPHORRIUM. 


On the ifland of Ceylon, this tree grows to a tolerable fize, and is to be 
found in great plenty. The bark is grey, wood white, and pretty firm ; 
all the fmaller limbs and branches, which are very numerous, are compofed 
of triangular, fiefhy, folid, deep green fubftances, each about three inches 
long, affixed to the ends of cach other, where they are fmaller than in the 
middle: at the joints, there come out oppofite to each other, fometimes 
four very fmall flefhy leaves, and littie red fibres, which are all the ap- 
pearances of flower or fruit that I have ever feen. The joints near the ftock 
of the tree, are much thicker and longer than the others, and fometimes 
near the extremity of the branches, they are a little Matted. ‘The branches 
fpread a great deal, and the whole and every part of the tree yield a large 
quantity of a cauftic milky juice, which foon grows tough and ropy like bird- 
lime, clogging up the wound you made in the tree to let 1t out, and foon 
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of the trees yielded the Eupborbium fpontaneoufly, and all the gum juice 
that at any time was found about the ftem of the tree, might eafily be 
traced as coming from a wound. 


In all the other parts of India except Ceylon, I never faw any part of the 
tree that was woody, but the plant from the very ground was compofed of 
thofe late mentioned joints. At Bombay, and fome other places, there is a 
fpecies of it, which the natives plant around their fields and gardens, and 
which grows three or four feet high; this is of a yellowifh colour, and as 
thick as a large man’s wrift, fquare, but as it were a little twifted; on the 
angles grow very numerous tharp fpines, and round thofe {pines very {mall 
leaves and flowers, fuch as are between the joints of the fort before de- 
fcribed ; the juice of this, is of the fame kind as that of the other 
fort. 


Mirxky WEDGE. 


This is rather a fhrub, which they plant for hedges on the coaf{t of 
Coromandel, the root of it grows in all directions, and is woody. In thefe 
hedges the ftems are not to a great degree woody, but where they are fo, 
then the bark is grey and cracked, the wood white, and pretty folid. The 
whole fhrub grows very bufhy, with numerous erect branches, which are 
compofed of cylindrical joints, as thick as a tobacco pipe, of a green 
colour, and from three to fix inches long; the jojnts are thicker than the 
other parts, but upon any accidental violence, the plant always breaks firft 
at thofe joints, and then it yields an exceffive cauftic milk, which prevents 
any human being going through the hedge, for it blifters whatever part 
of the fkin it touches, yet I have feen buffaloes and goats to eat of it. 
When the joints are broken off at each end, the tube then contains but very 
little of this milk, with which I once ventured to touch my tongue, 
and found it alittle fweet. At Bombay it grows to the fize of a {mall tree, 
and the wood is greatly valued thre for burning to charcoal for the finelt 
gunpowder. .’ As to the great medicinal virtues which it 1s fuppofed to 
contain, it will be neceffary, in order to convey an idea of ther, to relate 
the ftory that gave rife to its fame. 


There was in my time a poor Portugueze widow woman, who was the 
oldeft female of her family, and had wrought furprifing cures in the 
moft inveterate venereal diforders, many of which had been pronounced by 
all other practitioners, even European phyficians, as incurable , thefe noto- 
rious facts had induced the company’s fervants, and particularly their fur- 
geons, to offer a very confiderable premium to the woman, for a difcovery 
of her medicine, but fhe always refufed to comply, affigning for her 
reafon, that while it was a fecret, it was a certain provifion for the main- 
renance of the family, as well in the prefent as in future generations. On 
account of this cenial, our furgeons, when a particular cafe has been under 
her management, have been at the expence to have her motions with- 
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out doors carefully watched, and as they were not able to difcover 
that fhe ever gathered of any other plant or tree but this, they conjec- 


ture that it is the juice thereof, with which fhe performs her extraordinary 
cures. | 


I interrogated feveral of the black doctors, who all agreed that it 
will cure the Lues Venerea, but differed as to the manner of adminiftring 
it; fome faying that a joint of it fhould be eaten every morning, others 
that the milk only fhould be dropped on fugar, and. then put into milk, 
oil, &c. and given daily to the patient.” 


JALLAP PLANT. 


The root grows perpendicularly, of the fhape and fize of a carrot, tough, 
black without, and white within. ‘Fhe plant is robutt, and fhrubby, and 
is planted in the La/t Indian gardens for borders to their partitions, and is 
eut like our box or quickfet hedges. ‘The flowers are the Belle de nuit of 
our gardens ; they grow in great numbers on the plant, and are of various 
colours. ‘The feed remain after the falling off of the flower, naked, fingle, 
and of the fize, colour, fhape, and ftructure of a large pepper corn. 
Twice the quantity given by us for a dofe of our Fallap, is required in 
general of this, but as it grows wild in fome parts of Jvdia,. an equal quan- 
tity of that wild fore is fufficienc.. 


Dott. 


The root is perpendicular and woody, throwing off fome lateral fibres. 
The plant grows in height to cight feet, and is fhrubby. The leaves are 
of a pale green, and fomewhat woolly, but do not grow very thick on the 
plant. The flowers are yellow, and of the fhape of our pea-blofloms : the 
pod and feed refemble our pea-pods and peas, and thele feed are tplis, 
and ufed as peafe, and next to rice, are.the principal part of the Indian ivae 
men’s food. 


MunGoost PEANT, cer CASSUNDA. 


The root grows perpendicularly, and throws off fome fibres; it 1s fmall 
and woody. The plant is eréét, the lower part of ir naked and woody ; 
the upper part divides into many branches, in proportion to the goodne(s 
of the foil: it grows about two feet high, and fpreads much, when in 
a rich foil. The flowers are yellow, and like the pea-fiower, they grow 
on fpikes, and at a diftance make a fhowy appearance, ‘Phe pods are very 
narrow, and about fix inches Jong, containing feveral finall feeds. The 
whole plant yields a nauteous difagreeable {mell, The root, is what the 
Mungoofe (a brown animal of the ferret kind, an enemy to fnukes, rats, and 
nice) retires to when wounded by the Covra Capella, which he digs for, 
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and eats fome of, and then returns to the fight, and generally kills his 
antagonilt. Thefe circumftances I cannot fay I ever faw, but received 
the account from perfons of undoubted credit. 


MuLBERRY TREE. 


This tree refembles thofe of the fame fpecies in Exgland, but the fruit 
is much {maller in Jzdza, than in Europe. 


CoNISSIE, 


Is a fhrub, which grows like a currant bufh on Malabar hill, in Bombay. 
The roots run horizontal in the ground, and, if broken, emit a little 
milky juice: the ,bark of the root is a fine bitter, and fomewhat of an 
aromatic tafte. A deco¢tion of it is given with fuccefs influxes. This bark 
is rougher, and not of fo deep a brown colour, as that which 1s commonly 
called at Bombay the Coniffe-bark, at Tellicherry the Congerie-bark, and by 
the late Mr. Swan, Cort de palla, which isa thin, dark brown bark, with a 
whitifh mofs on it, a fcruple of which is given every evening as an excellent 
medicine in confirmed dyfenteric fluxes, as well as in agues, and which is 
jaid to be taken from a large tree, the common fupporter of the pepper 
about Jellicherry, as mentioned in page 191: the leaves of which tree are 
oval and indented, and the fruit are like an orange in fhape and colour. 


Doétor 7ii/] mentions the Malabar ears as the fruit of the tree, from 
which he fuppofes the Coniffe-bark to be taken; but the bark yielding thofe 
ears has httle or no tafte, as will hereafter appear; what it has, 1s neareft to 
that of the liquorice root. 


After all, the indefatigable Mr. Thomas was of opinion, that the Coniffie, 
which grows on Malabar hill at Bombay, is the very fhrub from which that 
excellent bark, mentioned in the preceding part of this work, is taken, and 
he believed that Dou Diego the Portuguefe doctor at Bombay (by whom we 
ufed to be fupplied with it, and as he pretended from Tellicherry) deceived 
us in the accounts he gave concerning it. Mr. Thomas's words are: 
** It grows on Malabar hill, though Diego endeavoured as much as poffible 
to hide it from you and me, but I once faw fome of the branches of the 
fhrub with the ufeful bark on it, by accident in his fhop, and afterwards 
found the fhrub on that hill, the whole of which affords a milky juice. 
Diego fays, that he gives the Congerie or Tellicherry bark (he chofe not to 
fay the Conific) in intermittents only, and that it anfwers as well as the 
Fefurts bark ; but from experience you and I know that it anfwers alfo in 
old fluxes, and its virtues are well known to every practitioner in Judia, as 
well as to many in Europe.” , 


CopaAc! 
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Copaci Paryy, called by Mr. Swank Cort pe Pata. 


“This is a fmall tree, or very large fhrub. The bark is of a dufky white 
without, and white with a greenifh caft within, (it grows at St. Tbomas’s 
Mount near Fort St. George); the leaves prefent themielves on the branches 
in pairs, and are at the diftance of four inches from each other; they 
grow with fhort pedicles, are of an oblong form, pointed, and of a fine 
graffy green colour. The flowers I never faw. The feed-veffels prow from 
a fhallow cup, on a footftalk of three inches; they are double, 14 inches 
long, green, frnooth, and as thick as a {wan’s quill: whenripe, they are 
black, and longitudinally furrowed, fometimes forming nearly a circle, fome- 
times an ellipfis, at other times they are nearly parallel, but always touching 
at their ends, and at theirends only. From their fhape they are called Ma- 
labar-ears, on account of the refemblance they bear to the ears of the women 
on the Malabar coaft, which from the large flit made in them, and the 
great weight of ornamental rings put into them, are rendered very large, and fo 
Jong as that they fometimes touch the very fhoulders. Thefe veffels have 
brown feeds, of the fhape of our oats, contained in a fine fibrous filky fub- 
{tance of a pale colour. I could not find that the bark is at all ufed, and 
what Dr. Hii//, and the author, have before called Codagi Paliis, is the bark 
of a large timber-tree with indented leaves, on the AZaladar coalt, commonly 
named the Congerie bark. The feeds however are uled as carminatives, 
and on the coaft of Malabar are highly valued for their medicinal virtue in 
the cure of fluxes, for which end they chew a few of them morning and 
evening. 

BEETLE. 


This is a volubilis, and is fupported on fticks, like French beans, and 
runs 12 teet high, the leaf is flefhy, and of a pleafant green; its ufes have 
been related in p. 184 and ellewhere. 


- TAMARIND. 
This tree is very large, and has been well defcribed by Dr. 2/:/. 


MussENDELL. 


The root is fibrous, perpendicular and woody. The ftalks grow double 
from the root, are woody and tough, with a thin brown bark over 
the green: the leaves grow in pairs, are foft, of a bright green, whitifh 


above, and hoary below: the flowers grow on umbels in the ale of the 
leaves near the top of the branches. 


TALMOOLIE. 


The root is like a radifh, but fmaller; brown on the outfide, and accom- 
panied with many fmaller roots, from which grow the leaves. 1 have never 
feen any flower or fruit on them 
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AcNus CASTUS. 


- This grows to a. {mall tree, it is well defcribed by Dr. Hill, its leaves 
are ufed in difcutient fomentations. 


CINNAMON JREE. 


This grows only in Cey/on; it will increafe to a very large tree, but when 
large, the bark is of no ule (as it grows very thick and fpungy) except 
when they diftil ic for its oil, or for cordial waters, of which laft the Dutch 
have great variety, and very fine. The bark of the branches is the firft year 
of an elegant green, and almoft tranfparent. The fecond year it is brown; 
the third, they take it off for cinnamon. ‘That the root of an old tree pro- 
duces camphire, has already been noticed. The natives make an oil from 
the fruit, which fruic is hard, and has the appearance of old caftile foap, 
and when fcraped yields an agreeable fragrancy. The Dutch are very 
careful that no cinnamon or oil be carried from the ifland by foreigners, 
and cinnamon fells in any Dutch fettlement in India for two dollars per 7b. 


GLANTIGURA or GocRow. 


This is a handfome plant, grows 16 inches high, the root ftrikes perpen- 
dicular into the ground, is yellow, and throws off fome loofe fibres; the 
ftalk is fingle, ere€t and fucculent, but foon divides and fubdivides into 
a number of branches which are alfo green and fucculent. The leaves are 
of a pale but pleafant green, fomewhat thick. The flowers are yellow, and 
campaniform ; they grow 1n the ala of the leaves, and at the divifion of the 
branches; the fruit is only a hufk, which contains one ftellated feed, whofe 
points are very fharp, and when dry it falls into feveral pieces, each having 
two fpines; the make of the hufk is adapted to the fhape of the feed. 
A {mall branch of this plant, when frefh, dipped two or three times into a 
bafon of water, changes the water to the confiftence of the white of an egg, 
changes milk to the thicknefs of rich cream, and gives to both a very 
avreeable {mell and tafte. Ilalfa pint of this cream drank every morn- 
ing, im the courfe of 10 days, as I, and Mr. Thomas too, experienced in 
our practice, often cured a Gonorrhea without the aid of any other medi- 
cine; the firft account we received of the virtues of this plant was from 
Dr. Diego, whofe name has already occurred. | 


Mr. Thomas, in a letter he favoured me with foon after his arrival 
in England trom India, wrote thus; ‘* The mucilage plant, you well remem- 
ber we fuccefsfully tryed in Gonorrhwas, dipped in milk agreeable to Diego’s 
directions, as well as with fome advantage for diforders in the breaft. I 
rouft now inform you, that the Jndians ule it to purify their foul water. 
On the coaft of Coromandel, where it grows in great abundance, they 
call it Glantigugla or Grantigugra. At Bombay Dr. Diego called the feeds 
Koufette, and fad he gave a decoction of them to promote {pitting in a fali- 
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vation. The Perfees and Portuguefe women cultivate it in their gardens, 
call it Gogruc, or Gocruc, and give it infufed in wine to their hufbands, “* Zo 
make back firong ;° and as I thought this intention conveyed an idea of its 
porefing a ftyptic quality, I grew fearful of adminiftering it in venereal 
diforders, but an incident foon happened to diMfipate my fears, and to reftore 
to my mind its former favourable impreffions. A friend of yours and mine, 
under my care, who had been vexed with an obftinate indurated vencreal 
Bubo, from which only a green fetid difcharge could be procured, hearing 
of the virtues of this plant, and being ftruck with the fimplicity of the pro- 
mifed cure, refolved, contrary to my advice, to make ufe of the mucilage 
piant in milk, and truth obliges me to fay, that he had not taken it more 
than three days before the Bubo fubfided, the matter became pure, and {oon 
afterwards he was perfectly cured by this medicine only.” 


BuRNoO, 


Is a large tree. The leaves grow in bunches on the top of the branches, 
three together, on a pedicle of 6 inches; they are foft to the touch, of a 
bright green, and which the natives give as a cooler in fevers. 


WooLaT CONGWILL. 


This grows to a {mall tree; it is a kind of mallows. 


Natroe Usitica, 
Is a very fmall plant, does not grow erect; the natives make ule of it 
as an aftringent in fluxes. 
JACKAILE. 
This grows to ro inches in height, and three or four ftalks come 
from one root; they give the whole plant as a febrifuge. 
SAMBRAMAC. 


They give a draught of a decoction of this plant over night for a 
cathartic. 
PALHAIR. 


This has many fharp fpinous feeds, and is given in a Gonorrhea. 


CHATRASS. 


Dip this plant in boiling water and then rub it on the tongue, after- 
wards wafh the mouth with the impregnated water, and it will cure ex- 
coriations from lime, pepper, &e. 7 7 
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/“ Dovsrac. 


Is a volubilis with blue flowers, and five feeds in a bunch that are Jike 
the {pice cloves. A deco¢tion made of the plant, it is faid, will cure a 
Gonorrhea. 


“ JuMMIE. 


A decoétion of this plant is given to cure agues, and fevers that are 
attended with fhiverings. 


HAVISAC. 


This is a laxative, given in decoctions to remove the effects of a debauch. 


CHADDOCK. 


This is a tree which grows like the lemon-tree, the fruit is alfo of that 
kind, grows as large as a man’s head, and is round; it is a fine pleafans 
fruit, is eaten at our tables, and reckoned as wholefome a fruit as any in 
India: there are plenty of them at Ceylon and other places, and they com- 
monly are called pumple or pimple-nofes. 


CoLOocCYNTH. 


This is well defcribed by Dr. Fii//. Ihave feen them at Fort St. David 
fpread full twenty yards in diameter; they he clofe to the ground, and gene- 
rally fill the whole {pace of ground they run over, forming an almoft perfect 
circle. The Cathartic quahty of this plant is too well known to need a 
defcription. 

BOoNNEE. 


This is a robuft fhrubby plant, grows to two feet in height, and ramous. 
The root goes perpendicularly into the ground, and is as thick as a {wan’s 
quill, but divides below. The leaves on the branches are pretty numerous. 
The flowers are of a fine purple lhke our pea-flower.. The root powdered 
and mixed with pepper, is given by way of {nuff to clear the head when 
ftuffed. . 


Gop’s PIPULL. 


This is a fhrub which grows four feet high; its root, which is an inch 
in diameter, 1s of the tap kind, of a reddifh brown on the outfide, and white 
within. ‘The leaf is of a bright green. The root bruifed, and applied as a 
cataplafm, the natives fay, will cure pained limbs. , | 


MACCUMSEEM, 


The root, which grows like the liquorice, is as thick as a man’s finger, 
fibrous, in colour fomewhat grey, but tinged yellow. The ftalk is round 
: ; and 


[ 469 ] 


and green. It grows to a confiderable height, but the ftalk is fo flender 
that itis not able to fupport itfelf. The leaves grow three together on mo» 
derately long pedicles; they are of a deep green colour above, but paler 
below. The flowers I have not feen. The fruit is a pod, of the fhape of 
that of the pea, about five inches long, and two wide. The feeds are 
enclofed in a double membrane, are of an oval fhape, a little flatted, and 
half an inch long. .°The juice of the root is given in a dropfy. 


RACALCURRY. 


This has a tap root, which neverthelefs throws off many fibres that are 
nearly as large as itlelf, but not much bigger than pack-thread. The 
ftalk grows 18 inches high, but is procumbent,; it has five deep furrows 
running along allits length, the ftalk, which is of a ereen colour, throws 
out many branches. Leaves of different fhapes, grow from the branches 
on pedicles of four inches. At every joint of the main flalk are two finall 
cordated leaves furrounding it by their bafe, and, as the joints are near each 
other, thefe appear like fquammea. The flower is a {mall bilabeated corolla ; 
I could find no ftamina: the ftyle is pyramidal, with many fine fibres on the 
top of it. The fruit isa pod about three inches long, as thick as a craw’s 
quill, and ftrait, containing about ten black feeds, three of thefe pods grow 
from the top of every branch. “The juice of this plant given with honey, 
is efteemed to be a great cooler, 


HARRIJOSE. 


The root is fibrous; the plant is composed of a number of fquare hollow 
joints four inches long and + of an inch wide, of a deep green colour; it 
feeks fuppore from buthes and trees, and grows pretty long, and is much 
divided. When near the ground it throws out roots at its joints, and emits 
a milky juice. At every joint is one leaf, (on fhort, fucculenr, and bright 
green petioles) and a flower. The flowers are red, and umbelliferous, but 
J have not feen them perfect. The whole plant is uled as a repellent and 
diffolvent, 


ACKNOK. 


The root grows perpendicularly, and is of the thicknefs of a crow-quill, 
The plant is a creeper, which throws out roots at ms joints, and runs up 
trees, Fc. to the height of 12 or 14 fect. The leaves are of a deep green, 
prow regularly at four inches diftance from one another. 7] he juice of the 
plant is given with pepper for the cure of an anafarcous welling ; one table 
fpoonful and halt is efteemed. to be a fuMicient quantuy for a purging 
dofe, 

LAJUTEE. 


This is a pretty little plant with a perpendicular root as thick as a fmall 
pack-thread, but which divides. The ftalk is naked tor about two inches, 
/ seddith 
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reddifh at bottom, but woolly above, where it forms a kind of head, and 
throws out above twenty erect fibres four inches long, round, red, and 
woolly: on two thirds of the outer ones are the leaves, of a fine green colour. 
On the top of the remaining third part of the fibres are the flowers, five 
on each, the calyx is green, corolla yellow. - The root is powdered and 
applied to wounds. 


KAOON. 


The root is tuberous and like ginger: the ftalk grows upwards five feet, 
and is + of an inch in diameter, of a brownifh green colour, jointed regu- 
larly at the diftance of three inches. The leaves grow near the top alter- 
nately, diftant from each other three inches; they are foft, and furround 
the ftalk at their bafe. The flower is compofed of a few green-coloured 
{quammez on the top of the ftalk. The fruit is a triangular pod, which 
contains numerous black angular feeds. 


DuUNQUEEN. 


The root is as big as a goofe-quill, goes down perpendicularly, fend- 
ing off lateral fhoots. The ftalk is round, green, and of the thicknefs of 
the root, but foon divides into five or fix branches. The leaves grow at 
the joints, at the diftance of five inches from each other, upon a petiole 
of three inches; they are hairy and of a-deep green colour; in the alz of 
thefe grow the flowers. . The Juice of it allays thirft in fevers. 


SOONRAGE, 
The root.is a bundle of thick fhort perpendicular fibres. The ftalk is as 


thick as a man’s finger, grows erect, and tothe height of two feet, but 
naked 4 of its length, jointed regularly at the diftance of one inch. On 
the upper third joints, the pale green leaves alternately grow, and furround 
the ftalk. The flowers grow in fquamous heads on the top of every 
{talk. . The juice is given in fevers; and the leaf and root when pounded 
is applied as a repellent to {wellings in the groin. 


Conic CHAMPOW. 


This grows to a tolerable large tree, and fpreads very much; its leaves 
will difcover it from every other tree; they are of a pale but fhining green, and 
fix of them grow round the end of every branch in a radiated manner. 
When the leaves fall off, the part they broke from becomes a feparate branch, 
at the end of which, fix other fuch leaves fhoot out. In the center of thofe 
radii, another branch is produced with fix more leaves, and were it not 
for. accidents the tree would grow regularly tall. The flowers I have never 
feen. ‘The fruit confifts of many long flender pods, which are but an aoe 
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thicker than pack-thread, in length fix inches; thefe are round, and contain 
oblong feeds, but opportunity did not offer for my feeing them when ripe. 
There are various forts of this fpecies of trees. 


Kort Mec, in Bengal; Creat, in Bombay: 


The root is fibrous and contorted. The plant grows 15 inches high. 
The leaves feel very foft.. It is exceffively bitter, and given as a ftomachic 
and vermifuge. . | | 


EsuRMOOL. 


The root is long, and about = an inch in diameter, and without leffening 
its fize runs like liquorice a good way into the ground, being brown on the 
outfide, and yellow within: as the root is fomewhat contorted, plants arife 
from different parts of it, and thefe grow fo as to be 18 inches high, but 
as they are flender they require to be fupported. The leaves are of a light 
green, flefhy, and grow but thinly on the plant.. The root is powdered 
and ufed in foul ulcers ; but its moft excellent quality 1s, that if a piece of 
it is held in the hand, it will drive the covra capella fnakes away from you 
in great hafte, as they will not come near the place where the root is. | 


DurKka Jomp. 


4 
The root is black, fimall, contorted and tuberous, thickly fet with nume- 
rous black rigid fibres. From each branch of the root grow fingle, hard, 
fquare, black fhining ftilks, naked about a foot from the ground, then at 
every three inches diftance grow, in pairs, the leaves; 1 rifes to two feet. 
The feeds, I think, are round the margin of the leaf. 


Durka Jomp, 2d. 


The root confifts of a number of very fine, fmall, black fibres; from 
thefe grow feveral fine black fhining ftalks, 10 or 12 inches high, as thick 
as a pack-thread at bottom, but gradually leflening upwards. 


CALKA JompP. 


The root is compofed of a number of {mall black rigid fibres from a 
kind of head, from which alfo grows the ftalk; this ftalk is perfectly round, 
woody and ftrait, and grows to 14 inches in heizht; onthe top, it is divided 
into two branches, and thofe again into two others, on the top of which 
branches are the leaves, which are of a pleafant green colour. . The three 
Jaft plants are reckoned to be great pectorals. © | 


SHAWLPON. 


This crows from the ground three feet, but not quite erect. The root 
is {mall and fibrous yet perpendicular. The leaves grow alternately and are 
of 
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of a pale green, The flower I have not feen. The parts where the fruit 
are produced are above the leaves. - This, and half a dozen more, cooling 


plants are made into a decoction, and given in India as their greateft febri- 
tuge. | 


SutTA MUuULLIE. 


The roots are very numerous; they hang from the bafe of the plant by 
thin fibres, which graduallyfenlarge to the fize of.a man’s finger, then taper 
gradually to a point, they are about eight inches long, white and fucculent, 
cafily dividing lengthways. ‘There is alfo amongft them, here and there, 
a {mall fibre which runs off to a confiderable diftance, and from this 
grow frefh bundles of roots which fend up plants. The ftalks are of the 
fize of a i{wan’s quill, woody and fpinous, and fome of them grow 12 feet 
high, then come branches which are very like the afparagus, but {pinous, and 
are an inch afunder. Indeed the firft fhoots from the ground, which are alfo 
{pinous, bear likewife fome refemblance to the afparagus. The quantity 
of roots which was brought to me, and was the produce of one original 


plant, would more than fill a peck meafure. . The juice of the root 
is given in Gonorrbeas, | 


NAWPETKEE. 


This is a beautiful little creeper, and fpreads a good deal. The flower and 


fruit anfwer the character of Dr. Hil?’s Cordio/permum, only that the feed 
is a beautiful blue, | 


BALE TREE. 


This grows to a large tree and is fpinous: under each fpine grow the 
leaves, which are of a pale green. It bears fruit, fome of which are as big 
as a boy’s-head; when ripe they are of a greenifh yellow; the fkin is very 
thin, and fmells like a citron, under which is a hard woody fhell + of an 
inch thick, full of a fine pulp, of an high flavour, and which is efteemed to 
be very nutritive; in this are very bitter feeds covered with a fine balfamic 
fubftance, of the colour and confiltence of Venice turpentine. The whole 
when dry is red and granulated, and given on the Coromandel coaft in the 
jaft ftage of a fever, and Js called Billapatrce. 


DooMAR. 


This is a fmall tree, or rather fhrub, growing in hedges, or out of walls; 
the bark is grey and rough. ‘The leaves are of a pale green, the upper part 
of the leaf is paler than the under part, the latter is very harfh and rough. 
The fruit is a yellow fig of the fize of our fig in Europe. It grows all 
over India, and on the coaft of Melabar they ute the leaf to polifh their 
Black-woed. 


ScCAR- 
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SCARLET Fic. 


This is a very fpreading tree, the branches generally growing in a cir- 
cular manner as if cut by art, the under part of the limbs making almoft 
a plane at the diftance of 10 or 12 feet from the ground, affording fine 
fhelter for the cattle; the upper part is convex, and of a confiderable height. 
The femidiameter of one near Calcutta in Bengal isfull 20 yards. The bark 
is brown, the fkin next it, and alfo the wood, is of a bright reddifh brown. 
All the figs from their limbs drop fhoots which take root. The leaf is of a 
fine deep fhining green above, but fomewhat paler below. It flowers as the 
other figs do; the fruit is a fine fcarlet fig, whofe diameter is an inch. 


CoDDAM. 


This is a large timber-tree which grows to 40 feet in height; the root 
Spreads much. ‘The bark is grey, and much cracked; the wood is of a pale 
yellow, and clofe grained. The leaves are of a fine green colour and elegantly 
ribbed, they grow 1n pairs. The flower grows at the end of the branches, 
it is round and of the fize of a tennis-bail, and almoft as hard, excepting 
the ftyle, which is much longer than the cup, and being perfeétly white, 
{ftanding out of it, makes it look as if it was larded: the furface of 
the ball is made up of fine yellow monopetalous cups, 3 of an inch lone, 
divided into five parts for a third of their Jength; and their five ftamina are 
fhorter than the cups. Stigma are oval, thefe are fo very clofe together as 
to make it of the hardnefs above-mentioned ; within this, of the fame length, 
is another feries of white flowers: the reft is a fibrous white ftuff, withour 
any appearance of feed; the flower is fixed to along and fender peduncle. 
This tree is planted for ornament and fhade, on the fides of the walks at 


Bengal. 


Sinco, on the Malabar coaft; Morunca, on the Coromandel. 


This tree grows up to 20 feet, and tpreads a great deal. The bark is 
nearly white, the fkin that is next to it, reddifh; the wood is whitifh and 
fpungy. The leaves are of a pale green, very tender, and pinnated farther 
than Dr. Hill defcribes them to be, but I think what he calls the ramole 
leaf of the Bex, comes neareft to a true defcription. The flowers are white, 
and grow on large {pikes almoft covering the tree, yielding a beautiful 
appearance. The fruit is a long triangular pod, which contains in its 
cavities hard, angular, alated nuts, and which I apprehend to be the Bez nuts. 
The root of this tree is ufed as horfe-radifh, and taftes very much like ir. 
The leaves mixed with a little falt, and taken after a furfeit, vomit fmartly. 
The fruit when green the Jzdians eat in their curries, and fo they do the 
flowers. The tree affords areddifh gum, in fhape and quality like gum J7z- 
gacanth. Query, if the wood be not the Lignum Nephriticum? It grows 
all over India. 


Ppp Jack 
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JACK. 


Is alarge {preading tree, the bark is brown and rough, the wood of a fine 
bright yellow, and takes a good polifh, the leaves are of a deep fhining green. 
The flowers grow out of the ftock and large branches on fhort foot-ftalks , 
they are-white, very flefhy, and fhaped like a tulip. The fruit is large, 
rough, and of an oblong figure, containing three feries of feeds, which are 
about the fize of a bergamote pear; within thefe, is a large kernel which 
fills the Jack to within a third of an inch of its diameter; the coat of this 
is what is eaten, and which is extremely fweet and lufcious; it feels in the 
mouth like preferved citron, though fomewhat tougher and harder. Some 
of thefe capfules weigh more than 20 pounds. The tree grows in every 
country in India, but the Dutch are more fond of the fruit than any other 
of the Europeans. 

CHULTA. 


An elegant flower tree. It grows near Surman’s bridge in Bengal, and has 
been fully defcribed in p. 184. 


WHITE CHAMPOWE. 


This is a fmall tree, but it fpreads much ; the flowers appear firft round 
the ends of the branches, and are of the fhape and {mell of a jonquil, but of 
a white colour; after the flower, the leaves come out in the fame manner 
round the ends of the branches, but no where elfe, fo that on the outfide, 
the tree looks well covered, but if you look from under, it is a thell: 
when the leaves are off it appears like a tree divefted of all its {mall branches, 
there being none that are leis than an inch in diameter, nor are there many 
of thefe. The wood is fpungy, the bark fmooth and brown, it fmells very 
fweet. This tree grows all over India. 


YELLOW CHAMPOWE. 


This is the Michilia of Doctor Hill, and by him has been well defcribed. 
This is the fineft fort of all, and its flowers perfume the woods. 


ManNG 0, vide p. 184. 


DoLCORUNDA or CHETHA. 


This grows to 12 and fometimes to 20 feet in height, and is in its growth, 
and the colour of its bark fomewhat like our haze]; the leaves are of a 
dirty green above, and of a whitifh colour below, highly ribbed, and to the 
touch are rough and harfh. I have never feen the flower, but the fruit’ is 
a long flat pod containing fome feeds. In dry weather, the leaves double, 
when they appear oval with one fide ftrart. /The natives f{moke the leaves 
over a lamp, and apply them tothe eyes in order to remove a dulnefs of the 
fight occafhoned by a fever, &c. They alfo row] their Charoots in them (or 
Segars as they are called in the Weft Indies). 2 

Brepam. 
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BEDAM. 

This grows in fome places very tall even to 50 or 60 feet, and where it 
does not fhoot high it fpreads much. The branches are horizontal, and the 
leaves grow round their ends, and are of a bright green colour, The 
flowers are ftaminous, growing round the end of the branches among the 
leaves. The fruit are hke almonds, and alfo are contained in hufks, the 
infide of which are red, and of an acid tafte. The kernel taftes like a 
young almond, and is compofed of fine clofely-compaéted {cales. 


CusTARD APPLE. 


This grows as large as our apple tree. The bark is brown and 
fmooth. The leaves are of a deep green colour, deeply furrowed, and 
highly ridged, they grow alternately on the branches. The flowers are 
monopetalous and cup-like, having many ftamina. The fruit is like the 
cone of a pine, of a foft green colour, but white infide, having many 
oblong feeds intermixed with its pulp, the latter tafting very much like a 
rich cuftard. There is another fort of this kind of fruit which is fomewhat 
{weeter than this, but grows altogether in the like manner. 


ATLAS. 


This is a very large and ftrong tree, with leaves confiderably large, 
which are of a pale dirty green colour. The flowers grow on {pikes preatly 
ramified, and look well on the tree; on each fubdivifion of the {pike is'a 
flower, whofe calyx is fimpJe and green; the corolla is a white monopeta- 
lous cup with four {mall hooked filaments. The fruit is a hard green ball, 
as large as a cricket ball, inclofing two hard feeds of the fhape and fize 


of nutmegs. 
Fic. 


This is a large tree, and drops fibrous fhoots from its branches like the 
other fig or Banian trees. The bark is brown. The leaves are of a bright 
fhining green. The fruit is round, an inch in diameter, and of a pale 


filefh colour. 


TREPALTA or Morroock. 


It grows to be about 16 feet high, the bark is whitifh, armed with {trong 
fpines. The wood is foft, fpungy, very light, and fit for being made into 
’ {cabbards for fword blades. The leaves are of a pale green, and fome of 
them have long pedicles hanging to their points like thofe on the little 
‘Banian tree. ‘The flower (which commonly by us is called fhoe-flower, 
becaufe ufed to black our fhoes,) is very large, of a deep but beautiful 
crimfon colour: Corolla, of the fhape of a pea-bloffom, containing nume- 
rous ftamina, which are alfo of a crimfon colour. The fruit is a pod, 
about 7 inches long, near one in diameter, and which contains five or fix 
red feeds of the fhape of a kidney-bean. 
| Ppp2z OMRA 
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OMRA. 


This .grows to a large tree, the bark is brown, and yiclds a gum 
which fmells ftrongly of garlic. Before the tree vegetates the limbs look 
remarkably blunt; round their ends fibres of 10 inches long fhoot out in> 
all direCtions, thefe have knobs upon them in which the young fruit are 
enclofed, and foon after thefe appear, the leaves ftart out amidft the fhoots, 
and are pinnated; on each pinna, which isin length 14 inches, there are 
four pair of leaves and an odd leaf. ‘The fruit, when ripe, is of the fhape 
and fize of our mufcle-plumb, but not eatable. 


AARON at Bombay, BERINDA at Benga/, and ARMEDILLA at Ma- 
drafs, by fome Europeans called GRana REGIA, 


This grows to be 12 or 14 feet high, and fome get to the fize of 
a middling tree; in the latter fort the bark is brown and fmooth, but the 
wood is tender; the ftalk is of a green colour, grows erect, but allo tender. 
The leaves are fmall, of a bright-green, growing on a fingle petiole longer 
or fhorter in proportion to the fize of the leaf. The flowers grow in pyra- 
midal {pikes on the top and large branches of the plant, and after they 
drop off the fruit remains, which are prickly green capfules divided into 
three lobes, each of which contains an oblong feed about half an inch in 
length; the hufk is of a purple colour ftreaked with white. . The kerne! 
is white and oleous, and the Jvdians make ufe of its oil for burning in their 
lamps ; they alfo give it to their children in the earlieft ftate of infancy, 
looking upon it to be the moft lenient and innocent of all other Jaxative 
mnedicines. The leaf pounded 1s often applied to the belly for the cure of 
worms. It grows all over India, 


TATOON, vide p. 185. 
Russa, vide p. 185. 


Laoop, by the Gentoos: Hrrrpawr, Moors: CHERMELLE 
Portuguefe. 


This grows to a tolerable large tree, and fpreads much. The bark is 
whitifh, and wood foft; the leaves, which are of a pale pleafant green, are 
pinnated, each pinna is about 14 or 15 inches long, growing very thick 
around the ends of the branches. The flowers grow in long fpikes hang- 
ing down from the body or large branches of the tree, after which comes the 
fruit; this, when ripe, is a pale greentfh yellow, round, but divided’ 
down to the ftone, (which is hard, and to which the flefh firmly adheres) 
in eight lobes, flatted at each end; thefe the Europeans at Benga/ make tarts 
of, and call them goofeberry tarts, on account of their refemblance in 
tafte to the goofeberry. 


GUAVA. 
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GUAVA. 


This tree grows to the fize of our apple-tree. The bark is of a livhe 
brown: the leaves grow in pairs along the branches, are of a bright ercen, 
thick but foft, (not eafily to be diftinguifhed from the cuftard-zpple other- 
wife than by their growing oppofite to one another.) “Ivhe flower is monope- 
talous, cup-like, white, and full of ftamina.. The fruit is of the fize of a golden 
pippin, green at firft, but when very ripe, yellow without, and generally red 
within: this is a pleafant but mealy pulp, containing a great number of fmall 
hard white feeds of the fize of a large pin’s head. The fruit, before it is 
quite ripe, is very aftringent, if eaten with the fkin. It is efteemed a good 
fruit, but the imell of it is not agreeable to every one. 


BIer. 

This grows to the fize of our largeft plum-tree, and is a good deal like 
it. The leaves are of a pale dirty green, almoft white below, where it is 
allo fomewhat hairy. The tree has many fpikes. The flowers are 
fingle. The fruic a plum of the fize and fhape of a yellow bullace, 
but eats more like an apple than like a plum. It grows in every parc 
of India. | 

GuM ARABIC. 


Some of thefe grow to large trees. The bark is brown without, bur 
reddifh within, and yields a great quantity of gum. There are three forts of 
thefe trees, all of which are full of fharp {p:nes, and the leaves are altogether 
alike, except that fome may be a little longer than others. The flowers 
erow on foot-ftalks from two to five inches long, are round, yellow, 
and of a fine {mell, and refemble the tufts on the hangings of old- 
fafliioned beds. The fruit are not all alike; the 1ft fort, or thofe which 
grow on the fhorteft peduncles, are oblong, round, black pods of the thape 
of that of a pea, three inches long, and of the fize of a man’s little finger, 
each containing five or fix round, dark brown feeds. 2d fort grows on 
fomewhat longer peduncles from different parts of the branches like the 
former, and the fruit is an oblong flatted pod, in length three or four inches, 
and half as broad, containing five or fix dark brown flatted feeds, with the 
impreffion of a heart, or rather of the letter V on each fide of them. On 
the 3d fort, the flower grows. on {pikes at the end of the branches, and the 
fruit is a flat pod full 12 inches long, appearing lke a {tring of buttons, and 
contains 10 or 12 round flatted feeds, convex un each fide; the pods are of 
a whitifh hoary green, very gummy, and hang on the fpikes in clufters. 
With thefe pods, and the fruit they call Packekazle, the Indians tan and 
dye their leather. 


Lign CauTa. 
This is a moderately large fpreading tree. The bark is of a bright brown, 


and{mooth. The branches are full of fhort fpines. The leaves a pale green, 
| | Flowers, 


| [ 478 } 
Flowers, which are very f{mall, grow on fpikes like an amcutum or the 
hazel catkins, but longer: the calyx is green. Corolla white and monope- 
talous, containing a number of fine filaments a little longer than the corolla. 
The fruit I have not. feen. 


GE-IL. 


This grows to be a pretty large tree, the leaves are of a bright green 
colour, but fomewhat woolly. I know not of any ufe to which the two laft 
defcribed trees 1 ¢converted. | 


CoTTON. | 


This tree grows very large, and fpreads much. The bark is whitifh, 
and full of ftrong fhort fpines. The wood is white and fpungy ; when the 
tree is young, it has a beautiful appearance, the limbs then growing horizon- 
tally, bow down, and around the body of the tree ; at five feet above thefe, 
there is another circular row of oranches of lefs extent, and in this man- 
ner they proceed on to the top, fo that the tree appears at a diftance like 
a pyramid. The campanulated flower however appears before the leaves, 
and is as large as a tulip: its calyx is fingle, green, and flefhy ; corolla is 
compofed of five oblong thick petals, which are of a deep crimfon colour : 
the ftamina are 15 fubalated filaments, attached to each other in five 
bundles, and thefe again to the petals of the corolla. The fruit is a pod, . 
of the fhape of a fhort cucumber, divided in thrée feveral parts, containing 
fome roundifh black feeds, involved in a filky cotton-like matter. After 
thefe, come the leaves, which are of a pale green colour ; by the time that 
thefe are all out, the pods fplit longitudinally in three places, and then the 
cotton foon efcapes, and is carried to all places with the wind. Of that 
fubftance which adheres to the feeds, they make mattreffes, pillows, &c. 
And a decoction of the leaves, will cure in the laft ftage of a dyfenteric 
flux, attended with a prolapfus ani, and other fatal fymptoms, as hath been 
experienced by Mr. Zhomas, when deprived of all other hopes of faving 
the patient. 


MerGoosa, or Nun. 


It grows to the fize of our large apple trees. The-bark is brown, and 
rough, yielding a gum of the flavour of garlic. The wood is brown. 
The pinnz grow very thick about the limbs and branches, and becaufe 
the trees make a good fhade, they are planted in the ftreets and walks 
at Cuddalore and Madrafs, on the Coromandel coaft. The leaves are of a 
decp green, the flowers grow on fpikes, and are numerous. The fruit, 
when ripe, is yellow, half an inch long, and of the fhape of an olive cut off 
ac its end; thefe are very foft, and almoft infipid: they grow in thick 
bunches, and contain a fmall oblong hard cael, of which they make:a 

| | very 
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very bitter oil, and give it to cure-many diforders, particularly thofe of the 
venereal kind. They rub tt ‘alfo mto the joints of people ftruck with the 
. Berérers. They «mix ,the.ptip-of ‘the npe fruit, as I have:been inforined, 
with their cream, in order .to increafei the quantity of: their: butter for the 
markets. _.. . 
Puysic-Nur. 


» . This grows.aght .or ten feet from the ground. The bark is brown. 
The wood fpungy ; whenthere are no leaves on it, the tree looks: like feveral 
bundles of blunt fticks ftuck into the ground, and I believe is what Pomet 
has taken his draught of the Gamboge plant from. The leaves grow thick 
on every part; they are undulated, and of a pale green. The flowers grow 
on fpikes, on the top of the branches. The fruit is in bunches, of the fize 
of apricots, and as it ripens looks like them; when quite ripe, it is a 
black. roundifh pod, dividing into three parts, and containing three oblong 
feeds, with a black hufk.wThe kernel is white,.and divides like an almond ; 
between the divifions, is a fine membraneous fubftance, in which hes its 
violent emetic, and cathartic quality; for when ghat is taken away, the 
kernel is as innocent and pleafant as an almond..Every part of this plant 
yields a greyifh or milky juice, which will fo feparate the globules of quick- 
filver, that it is not eafy to make them unite again. ; 
SooNATULLA. 


-This grows to a pretty large tree. The leaves are of a bright green 
colour, grow .on very long ftalks, and look like thofe of green elder; they 
are triplicately pinnated, and on each pinna are three pair and one odd 
leaf. The flower is a club on a long peduncle, bearing a number of 
jarge purple campaniform monopetalous flowers. The feed-veffel -is a 
large flat pod, four feet long, and five inches wide, but not quite an inch 
thick, nd which very often grows fingle on the top of all the branches of 
the tree, when it gives the appearance of a fcythe; this divides longi- 
tudinally on its edges, and contains a great number of very fine, thin, 
white, membraneous fepta, about two inches wide, among which are nu- 
merous feeds inclofed inthe fame membraneous coverings ; the feeds are flat 
and brown, of the fhape of two kidneys united by their concave fides, 
each lobe being feparate. 


A-CuNN. 


This grows two feet high. Its bark is brownifh, and wood very foft; 
the branches, before the leaves fhoot, appear as a parcel of old ftumps. The 
leaves are a pale green, very foft, flefhy, and fucculent, without fur- 
row or fibre except in the middle rib: the whole of this tree is full of a 
milky juice. I have never feen the flower or fruit of it. The Gentoos in 
Bengal, plant it by their Pagodas, and look upon it as a facred tree. 


2 RAcKTA 
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” Racxra CaMULL. 


Bs This is the water lilly, with the deep red flower; they make ufe of the 
root with pepper, as a cure for the bloody flux. — — ef - 


e 


. RACALSUSSA. 
This is our water arrow headed grafs. The Indians ufe the root with 
ginger, as a great ftrengthner. po “Ne : 3 . 
CHANDOOL. | 


This plant grows upwards to 20 inches or more. The root 1s of the 
fize and colour of that of the Gentian, but 1s contorted, and throws out 
many fibres; fromthe root and fibres, three or four {talks are produced, 
which are robuft, erect, and fometimes ramofe. The leaves grow three at 
a joint by pedicles, which are half an inch long; they are of a pale green, 
fomewhat flefhy, and of a lanceolated fhape. It flowers lke the honey- 
fuckle, but is not fo abounding in flowers as that is on the head. 


DooLACuR. 


This ss atolerable fized tree. The bark is brown on the outfide, thén 
a whitifh colour appears, but. yellow within. The leaves grow two or 
three from one foot-ftalk, they are of a light green, oblong and pointed. 
The fruit is a green hufk with a fhell, inclofing a large kernel. ~The 
bark of this tree when powdered, is given in rheumatifms. , 


CoNTA CocHu. 


This plant grows in mud-ditches. The root is an inch and quarter in 
circumference, running with the fame thicknefs a long way into the mud, 
throwing out fome fibres, and has at irregular diftances, fome rough an- 
nular prominences, which are green within, and white without. The ftalks 
are numerous, and of the fize of a man’s finger; round, green, fucculent, 
and three or four feet in length: on the top of each ftalk, there is either a 
leaf or feed. The leaf is 16 inches wide, divided to the ftalk in feven places, 
and fome of thofe are ftill further divided, in two or-three other places: 
the leaf is rough, and ferrated. The whole root, ftock, and ftalks: of the 
plant are fpinous. The flower is four inches long, and two thick, and 
grows round the upper part of the ftalks, like the ddian corn. 


Paw Paw. 


This tree rifes to 20 feet, fometimes fingle, at other times it is divided 
into feveral bodies. The {tems have the appearance of the cabbage ftalks, 
bur are not fo eafily cut through, as Doctor Hil/ apprehended. On the top 
of, and round each ftalk arife, on flrong and fingle pedicles of two feet, 
many very large ferrated fharp-pointed leaves, which are of a bright green 

colour 
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colour above, but paler and hoary underneath, the larger ones having the 
greateft number of divifions. The male flowers grow out of the top of the 
branches, and hang down in ftrings. Each flower is {mall, monopetalous, 
and cup-like, divided on top in five parts. The female flowers grow be- 
tween the pedicles of the leaves, from the ftock of the tree; they are of 
the fame fhape as the male, but larger, and grow on fhort peduncles. The 
fruit is yellow when ripe, fomewhat of the fhape of a pear, and many of 
them in their biggeft’part, are four inches in diameter: they are mealy, and 
rather an infipid fruit, but by mixing with them fome lime juice or Taima- 
vinds, they make tolerable good tarts. 


SMALLOO. 


' This grows to a fmall tree. The wood is as pliable as the willow, 
The leaves growin pairs on the {mall branches ; and are foft, woolly, and of 
a pale green colour. ,’The Moors bruife, and apply them to the temples, to 
cure the head-ach. | , 
BAMBOO. ee | 
This grows to a prodigious height, topping almoft all the other trees. 
The ftalk is hollow, jointed, &c. and well known. The leaf is a bright 
green, has no petioles, but in part furrounds the ftalk at its bafe. The 
{talk is very ufeful, being ‘exceedingly ftrong, very hollow and light; with 
it they often build the frames of their houfes; on this they carry their 
burthens, and when properly carved (which is done by art whilft it is 
growing) they arch, and carry their palanguins with it. Some, when 
highly, and moft regularly arched, will fell at a prodigious price, efpecially 
on the coaft of Coromandel, where 20 pounds fterling have been given for 
one of them. 


Yam, or ALLOO. 


This is the potatoe of India, and after being firft boiled, and then well 
dried in hot afhes, eats very well. The root fometimes weighs 20 pounds : 
It is of an oblong fhape, and of a blackifh-brown colour on the outfide, 
but within, it is a white mixed with red. The ftalk runs up any thing 
it chances to lay hold of. The leaves are of a deep green above, with a 
mixture of the purple, but below, they are paler, the whole leaf is thick 
and rigid. _ 

NAUT A. 


This grows a little more erect than our bramble bufh. The ftalk, 
branches, leaves, and feed-veffels are armed with ftrong and fharp fpines, 
which readily lay hold of any thing that is in their way; the pinnae grow 
oppofite each other, and on them alfo grow others in the fame manner. 
The leaves are of a pale, but pleafant green; the flowers grow on a fpike, 
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on top of each pinna,- ard are yellow. The fruit is a found comprefied 
pod, containing four round, hard blaifh feeds; the pod opéris at its convex 
edge... The leaves mixed with falt and pounded, is applied by way ‘of cata- 
plafm to ruptures: the feeds bruifed, and infufed in milk, are given in the 
Weft Indies, (where the fhrub is alfo eco be found) as a purge: mm the Eaf, 
they powder and adminifter them as a cure for the itch: the feeds alfe are 
fometimes difguifed, and fold for Bezoar. .. 


vy NANJAROOTA, 


Is a creeper like an ivy, and grows about Anjengo. The whole of this. 
plant made into a fyrup from a ftrong decoction, it is faid, cures moft kind of 
fevers. For further particulars, not having had an opportunity of feeing 
the plant, I was directed to enquire of Salvadera de Ricas at Anjenge. 


Cotumso-Root, Rad. India. Amar. 


This is the root of the Coculus Indisus; when quite frefh it is-an emetic, 
when. dry a cathartic. | 


; CHENDEROOS. 
They fell ic in Cina for amber, but it is truly the Gum-Copal. 


BaNa. 


This is the ftalk of the hemp-plant;. the Indians {moke and chew it, 
wntil they are intoxicated. 


BEC CE. 


This I am told is a root that grows near Patna; what was brought to me 
appeared like foft opium, but was rather whiter than opium,,. inveloped ina 
piece of fkin; if ic be truly a root, the bark of it is thin, and of a dirty 
grey colour, with a yellow caft; the root itfelf is foft and tough, or rather 
gummy. I could learn nothing concerning the growth of the plant. “A 
Gentoo doétor told me it was a poifon, but that when compounded, as below, 
he had adminiftered it with fuccefs for curing the putrid fever, accompanied 
with bleeding at the noie, &c.—Take of it, the weight of one filver rupee, 
or go grains; of pepper, ‘the weight of two rupees; of caleined cowrie- 
fhells, half a rupee’s weight; mix thefe, and with water make the mafs. 
into middling-fized pills, of which let the patient take one, with a bit of 
candied ginger every morning, and which may be repeated in the evenings, 
if the fymptoms be alarming. | | 


DaTURA. 


Datura, fo called by Doéttor Hill; Stramonium ferox, by Doétor 
James, who has given a full account of its inebriating and intoxicating 
: 3. qualities, 
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qualities, &c. It grows erect ta. four feet. The leaves are foft, and of a 
pale bluith green colour , the flowers, which are large, and bell-fhaped, are 
fometimes white, and fometimes yellow. “If the Indian women have poffef- 
fron of any fecret poifon, it is the feed of this plant. 


PARRUL. 


This is a volubilis, which runs up the higheft trees. The ftalk is round, 
whitifh, and woolly. The leaves, which are very foft, | ke fingle at the 
joints, are of a brownifh green colour above, but whitifh below. 


AGUMHEE. 


A volubilis, with numerous tendrils. The ftalks are round, and hairy. 
The leaves are hairy too, and of a deep green colour. The flowers are 
yellow, in large green hairy cups, divided in five parts. The ftamina 
confift of three very {mall filaments. The fruit is yellow whenripe, and of 
the fize of a finall goofeberry, but not with fo much pulp; the feeds how- 
ever are larger than thofe of the goofeberry.. The Gentoo doctors fay, that 
the juice of this leaf given in goats milk, cures putrid fevers. 


. FrocGBooresr. 


This is a volubilis. The root though tortuows, grows perpendicularly, 
and is as thick as a tobacco pipe, brown without, but paler within. The 
leaves grow alternately on the ftalk, and are of a bright green colour. 
The powder of thefe leaves, is one of the many medicines the Indians give 
to cure a Gonorrhea. 


CHACULCA. 


This too is a fmall volubilis. The root is fibrous. The leaves, which 
are thin, rigid, and of a pale green, grow at the joints of the ftalks. The 
flowers grow on the top of the ftalks, in {qyamous cottony heads, are very 
{mall, and of a bright purple colour. “The juice of the leaf mixed 
—- little falt, and rubbed on the {fkin, relieves it from any itching 
diforder. 


ANTIMOOL. 


A {mall volubilis. The root is brown, fmall, tortuous, and grows per- 
pendicularly. The leaf is of a deep green, with fome white ftreaks./ If 
the whole plant with its root be pounded, andj made into pills, and 
a middling fized pill be taken morning and evening, the Indians fay, that 
it will cure the itch. 


Qq Gg 2 | Gunpy 
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| Gunpy Beperr. de cue oe 
Another volubilis, Its leaves grow in pairs, are thin, and. of a deep 
green colour; they ftink worfe than a putrid cabbage.« When pounded.wit 
ginger, it is adminiftered as a cure for the flux. 


. “th 


CuTCHOO. 


This grows like our Aaron, though its leaves are fomewhat larger than, 
the Aaron’s: the ftalks are either of a deep green, or deep purple colour. It 
grows in damp places. The natives eat of the root boiled, as a part of their 
diet ; and externally ufe it as a repellent. 


WIEN CHAMPOWE or GROUND-FLOWER. 


The roots are whitifh and tuberous, with feveral others hanging to them 
by (mall appendices. The leaves feel foft, and are of a pale green above, 
but purple below, they furround each other as they come out of the 
eround. Icould not procure eitler the ftalk or flower. 


RANGCHITTA. 


I could not fee this plant,- but the leaves I have had; they are of a 
deep green above, but paler below.» When the leaves are bruifed, and ap- 
plied to an extravafation of blood, they will diffolve it. 


THUSMICUNDY. 


The root is of the nature of ginger, and tuberous, having a bunch of 
loofe fibres affixed to the top, from which the plant grows. The root 
is brown on the outfide, but yellowifh within, and like the ginger feels 
warm in the mouth. The culm grows to five feet. The leaves are a pale 
green. On top of the culm are the flowers; they are four flefhy yellow 
filaments, in green cups. “The root and leaf pounded with pepper, are 
given in colds. 

Eppy. 


This 1s a potatoe, eaten by the natives. The root is round, with feveral 
excrefcences about its fkins, from the fize of an hazel-nut, to that of a wal- 
nut, which excrefcences are pulled off, and planted. It is of a pale brown 

on the outfide, and whitifh within, but a good deal intermixed with red. 
_ It fometimes weighs 20 pounds or more. The leaves are of a pale fhinin 
green, flefhy, and‘frequently extremely large; fo much like the Rhudaré leat, 
that Ewropeans frequently miftake, and until they fee the root, take it for 
that plant. The natives boil and eat this root in the fame manner, as the 
do that of the Cuschoo. 


ORRIOL. 


This grows to a pretty large tree, which fends forth long branches almoft 
from the ground. The leaves are rigid, and of a bright green colour; they 


grow 
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grow in pairs oppofite each other, the whole length of the branches. The 
flowers I have not feen. The fruit, which is of an oblong figure, is about 
two inches in length, and three fourths of an inch broad, green, fucculent, 
‘and contains fome fmall feeds; they are alfo alated lenothways, and have 
four rows of membranes. The whole of the fruit is acid. « They ufe the 
fruit in their curries and tarts, and fay, they alfo give the juice of it in the 
gout. 
AFRICAN PLANT. 


This is the fame as that which we have in England, and needs no defcrip- 
tion. 
MouseLLe. 


This tree grows to a tolerable fize, and makes an agreeable fhade in 
walks and gardens, eafily yielding to be cut into any torm, that fancy fhall 
dictate. Its bark is brown, the leaves of a deep green above, but of a 
paler below, they arerigid, very bright, fhining and thick. Flowers are a 
radiated green calyx, on which ts the pyramidal germen, the corolla is a 
fhort white tube over the germen, with its upper part radiated: thele fall 
off in great plenty every day, are of an agreeable {weet f{mell, and the 
Gentoos are very fond of them, ftringing and hanging them about their 
necks, arms, &c. ‘The fruit is a pale red cherry, of the fize and fhape of 
our white heart cherry, but the footftalk 1s not quite fo long: the cherry 
grows in the ale of the leaves, and taftes like hips, containing a ftone, 
whofe fhell is tender, brown, fmooth, and fomewhat longer than our 
cherry-{ftone, but in the fhape of the almond’s: the kernel is bitter and 
aleous. « With the oil extracted from this kernel, the natives rub the part 
that has been bitten by the Scorpion or Centipede, and which it foon cures. 
The crows are very fond of this fruit. 


CuURRINGE. 


This is a pretty large tree, but bufhy; it is planted in fome of the 
gardens at Bengal, but for what use I could not learn; the rigid leaves are 
of a dark fhining green colour, and grow on woody pinnae upon the limbs 
and branches; there are four pair and an odd one on each pinna; neither 
the flower nor fruit have I feen. 


VoLUBILES. 


Thefe grow in fuch plenty, and there is fo great a variety of them 
both in the hedges and gardens, that the natives have icarcely proper 
names for any, but thofe which are ufed in food or medicine. 


SETT MoorGa. 
This plant is of the oe kind. The root is double, and Ike a pair of 
horns, a foot in length, fucculent, and as thick as a man’s finger, reddith 
5 without, 
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without, and white within. The teaves are not fpinons, and are #9 
inches long; the bafe, is one inch broad, and of a deep green, {potted 
with a purple.calour. The flower-ftalk is near two feet longs the fruit 
grow round it.from top to bottom, thefe are fmall bernes, each containing 
.one feed. ,“The juice of the leaves fweetened is a great reftorative. 


BoNCHURRILLY. 


The root confifts of feveral bulbs of a pyramidal form, and half an inch 
in diameter, with fome long fibres, of the fize of a goofe-quill. The plant 
is graffy ; the culm part is about 14 inches high; the leaves are oval, and 
41 or 12 inches long. The flower-ftalk is in the middle of the leaves, 
erect, green, and of the thicknefs of a large goofe-quill. The flower grows 
like our Fox-glove. The fruit are feven or eight green oval pods, one inch 
long, and deeply divided in fix parts. . The root with falt in the form of a 
cataplafm, is applied to bruifes. 


ARRA CHITTA. 


This grows five feet high, but muft be fupported; the perpendicular 
oot is as thick as a man’s finger, and fends forth five or fix ftalks, which 
cling to any thing they chance to meet with, and near their tops they divide. 
“The leaves grow alternately on the ftalk, or the branches; they are pin- 
nated, and three pair and an odd leaf grow together; in fhape they are oval 
and pointed, and two inches long. The flowers are blue, and of the 
fhape of pea-flowers. The feed-vefiel is a pod, four inches long, contain- 
ing 10, ora greater number of kidney-fhaped feeds. / The juice of this plant, 
the old women give in the bleeding ae # 


DuULCAMUNDA. 


‘The root grows perpendicularly, is in common 12 inches Jong, and two 
thick, but fometimes it is ftill much longer and thicker ; it is brown without, 
and red within. The ftalk is ere¢t, and one inch thick, deeply furrowed, 
as are the petioles of the leaves. The plant grows to four feet in height ; 
there are generally four leaves on the ftalk, growing together in an alternate 
manner, and thefe are of a bright green, a cordated, 16 inches in length, 
12 in breadth, and highly ribbed. The flower is an umbel, not unlike that 
of the elder before it is in full bloom. ‘The root of it, with pepper, is 
aye in pulls to difcufs fwellings ; and a cataplafm of the fame applied to 
woln parts, 1s ufed with the like intention. 


Bora ConKRILL. 


This is the largeft of the fpecies; it is a procumbent _ and throws 
ut roots at its joints. The leaves are angular, and of a bright green. 
The Sowers I have never feen. The fruit is oval, and larger oe he 

oftrich’s 
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oftrich’s egg, of a fine orange colour, armed with thick and ftrong 
Spines, full of. a foft white pulp,. in which are the feeds, which are flat and. 
Black, of the fize of fixpence, and as thick as a crown-piece. “ Thofe feeds» 
ground-on:a: {tone with honey, are an. excellent laxative in fevers.. 


ToBACCO;. 
Ts too. well known,.to need a-deftription.. 


OLE.. 7 : 

In the beginning of the rainy feafon, the leaves of this plant bein: 
folded together, rife out of the ground, and when they-are gotten to the 
height of fix inches, then the ftem appears, foon afterwards the leaf un-- 
folds, and divides in three feveral parts, and thefe go again into many other 
divifions ;. but there is a continuation of the leaf through every. fubdivifion- 
of the three firft parts. ‘Fhe ftalk grows to two: feet or more, and is as- 
thick as a. man’s wrift, fucculent,.and of a pale green; {potted very co- 
pioufly. with. a deep purple colour. The leaves are of a pale, yet bright. 
green.. The root is a large ball of 10 inches diameter, and round, with- 
teveral excrefcences on its -furface, each of which becomes a frefh root when: 
planted : it is reddifh on the outfide, and red within, very pungent to the 
tongue ;. but yet the natives boil.and make. ufe of it, and alio of the ftalks,. 
as.a part of. their food.. 


UmeBer CooTcua.. 

This grows almoft ere&, the. leaves-on the pinnae are much {maller, but 
more numerous, and of a finer green than thofe of the Nawta or prickly plant ; . 
in every thing elfe, as its manner of crowing, its fpines and flower, . they. 
are. exactly alike ;. the fruit.of this I:could never meet with. 


CoLuReE. 

This runs up a-great way on trees or hedges; the leaf'is of a deep green, 
fining, {mooth, and tender. The flower 1s white, monopétalous, and di- 
vided in fix parts down the cup; the {tamina are rough double. filaments, 
in ‘number fix; the antherz on top of the filaments, are bearded like an arrow. - 
The fruit is an apple of the fhape of a cucumber, and the feeds are like 
it: the fruit. is firft green, and afterwards of a beautiful bright fearlet co- 
lour, or between that and crimfon the parrots, and many other birds feed ' 
on.them,. yet it is not the bird pepper.—The leaf of this plant when 
young, is exactly like the leaf of the Phyfical Cucumber, when. eld, -it is: 
like. the leaf:of the Dootra.. 


| DooTRA.. 
This: is a-garden volubilis. . 


CARILLA, 
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CARILLA. 


This is alfo a garden volubilis, and runs up ftakes or trees, but not to 
a great height. A leaf and a tendril grow at every joint, that 1s to fay, 
regularly at about the diftance of four inches from each other. The leaf is of 
a deep green, and made like that of the cucumber. The fruit is about three 
inches long ; fharp at each end, and more than an inch in diameter, with 
four ridges on its furface, running from one end to the other, rough, and 
ferrated, like a cock’s-comb. It 1s a cucumber, and eaten by the natives 
in their curries. 


BuRNEE. 


This is a fmall plant, which grows to about eight inches in height ; it 
is found in watery places. The ftalks are fingle, erect, and fucculent, 
the leaves grow thick on the plant, are fuboval, and one third of an inch 
in length. . The juice of this, they tell me, they give in o/d fevers, by 
which I believe they mean confumptions. , | 


OGG. 


It appears to me, that this is the Dogwort Cotton. ‘This plant grows 
to fix feet in height and more: it is bufhy, and many ftalks arife from 
one root, which ftalks are flightly divided; yet fometimes I have feen only 
a fingle ftalk to rife from the root, and then it has fpread fo much, as to 
give the appearance of the plant’s being a {mall tree. The leaves are foft, 
and flefhy ; of a pale fhining green above, whitifh, and cottony below; the 
limbs are alfo foft and fpungy. The flowers grow in an umbel on the top, 
and on the divifions of the branches; there is no calyx, and the corolla is 
fingle, bell-fhaped, with the upper part divided in fix places, down to the 
tube ; thofe lie horizontal, are flefhy, and of a fine purple colour. The 
itamina are fix filaments, joined by a membrane in the center, on the top 
of which is a round, flatted, ftellated anthera. The fruit is an oblong, flefhy 
pod, three inches long, containing fome round black feeds, and is full of a 
cottony matter. ..Every part of this plant, on being broken, emits an hor 
pungent milk, which the natives mix with oil, and with it rub the hands 
for cure of the itch; I have feen them ufe it for the fame purpofe without 
oil. | 


GUALIA. 


The root of this is very large, brown without, white within; foft and 
fucculent. The ftalk is round and woody, and runs a long way amongft 
bufhes ; the leaves grow at every joint, attended by a tendril,. are hairy, and 
of a pale green colour. The root bruifed, is ufed as a cataplafm to cure 
any pains of the joints, thofe proceeding from the gout excepted, 
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Por Sac, and Lot Saga. 


Thefe are the common greens which fpontaneoufly grow all over Indra, 


very much refembling our fpinage, and are by the Europeans called Cullaloe , 
ef which mention was made in the firft book. 


DoDMURDEN. 


‘This is a fhrub, which fpreads confiderably. The bright green leaves 
are pinnated ; there are fix pair on each pinna, whofe ribs are of a black 
colour. The flowers grow on a thick fpike, frem the alw of the 
pinnz, and are of a fine yellow: the calyx is a fine yellow rounded pertan- 
thum, and the leaves are affixed to the peduncle by a fhort flender unguis : 
the corolla is compofed of fix round concave petals, of half an inch 
broad, whofe ungues are alfo very fhort and flender. The flower confifts 
of ten fhort and flender ftamina, whofe anthere are double, and coronated ; 
two of the ftamina are larger than the others, whofe antherz are not only 
double, but of a femicircular form, and nearly one third of an .inch 
in length; another of the ten ftamina, is longer and thicker than all 
the reft, but its antherz differs not from the {mall ones. The ftyle is 
fhort; the ftigma triangular, and near an inch long. 4 The leaves, when 
pounded, the natives apply by way of a cataplafm to the ringworm (which 
as a very troublefome and common diforder in the Zaft Indies); it makes a 
hard cruft over the affected part, and whenever any of this cruft breaks, 
they lay on more of the pounded leaves, and continue fo to do until the 
whole cruft falls off, not neglecting to give at proper intervals cathartic 
medicines. This Mr. Thomas faw ufed with fuccefs, but he was alfo in- 
formed in Jndia, that the late gallant Admiral Bofcawen, when in that 


country, was cured of a vexatious and obftinate ringworm, by an application 
of the fhoe-flower. 


MvucKMULL. 


This volubilis climbs up high trees; its ftalk is round, and very 
woolly : the leaf which is alfo very woolly, is green above, and almoft white 
below. The flowers are umbelliferous, campanulated, and of a fine pur- 
ple colour. The limbs are much curled and extended. Stamina, are five, 
(anthera oblong, and erect) affixed to the upper part of the tube of the 
corolla. Style is fingle, and fubulated. Stigma, oval, and double. 


_ The green fide of the leaves, digeft; and the white, dry, old ulcers. 


TURMERICK. 
This is too well known, to need a defcription; as is alfo 


GINGER. 
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| ~Bonappa, WILp GINGER. ) 

This plant grows to five or fix feet in height. The root is like ginper ; 
the ftalk a culm, pale green, and a little woolly; flower, a club of fix 
inches in length, and formed like that of the other ginger. 


BISNAGULLIE. 


The root is tuberous and white; from which ariles a fingle flender ftalk, 
naked abour two feet from the ground, then at alternate diftances of hak 
an inch, grow the leaves, which are ot a pale green colour, and 
fupport themfelves by the tendrils at their ends, they are continued 
to the height of 10 feet, growing in an alternate fucceffion, as well 
on the divifions as ftalk. Several flowers grow at the extremities of thofe 
divifions, on footftalks of five inches, three leaves forming a cup for them, 
which fhut up in the day, and open at night; thefe are compofed of fix 

raffy flowers, one half inch long, of the fhape and colour of the plant. 

he ftamina are fix green fubulated filaments, of half an inch in length: 
antherz are double, almoft as long as the filaments, yellow, and affixed by 
their midd:: to the top of them. The germ is oblong, divided in three 
galt and the ftyle fubulated and bifid. ,The root is efteemed a great 
cooler. : 


LILLICANT. 


The root of this plant is tuberous, as warm as ginger, but more pleafant, 
of the length and thicknefs of a man’s little finger ; the outfide is whitith, the 
infide of a beautiful blue, with a mixture of clear white. The ftalk is a 
culm, furrounded by leaves, of a deep green colour, with fome purple 
on their edges. ' This remarkable root grows at Beugal, and is given, 
mixed with pepper, in the form of pills for the fore throat in the fmall-pox, 
which they fay it certainly cures. Mr. Thomas procured fome roots, and 
carefully dried them with the defign of bringing them to England, but the 
damp in the fhip foon deftroyed them. 


MACCALFULL. 


The root is fibrous. The ftalk procumbent, and takes root at the joints, 
The leaves are of a pale green above, ftill paler below, and feel rough, 
they grow on petioles of three inches. The fruit is an apple, as big as 
a large lemon; of the lemon’s fhape, with a beautiful orange colour, con- 
taining a number of flat oval feeds, nearly half an inch in length, and a 
deep green pulp. -.The root pounded, and mixed with ginger, is given 
an fevers... There is another of the fpecies, much like this in its leaves 
aud fruit, and which runs up very high on walls, trees, &c. 


RACTAGAROO. | 
The root of this creeper is near a foot long, one fourth of an inch thick, 
white and fibrous within. The ftalk is round, procumbent, and green. 
5 Leaves, 
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Leaves, of a deep preen above, but paler below. The root bruifed and 
mixed with pepper, they give in the gout. 


BAWMANHUTTA. 


The root grows perpendicularly, is an tnch or more in diameter, brown, 
two feet long, white within, and woody. The {talk is woody, and jointed, 
growing in height to fix feet or more, but naked nearly half way, then it 
divides into feveral branches. The leaves grow in pairs, on fhore pedicles, 
and are very thick together, of a bright green, fucculent, and of tender 
make. The flowers grow on fpikes, round the upper part of the branches, 
are of a pale yellow colour, and fomewhat of the fhane of our honey- 
fuckle. Stamina, are four in number, but the ftyle is tingle. “ They give 
the root powdered, in the moft dangerous ftate of the fmall-pox, at che 
fame time hanging a piece of it about the neck. 


GETKULL. 


This plant grows to three or four feet in height. The ftalk is woody, 
erect, and fpreads a good deal. The leaves on long petioles, are fome- 
what dufty, of a pale green, and feel harfh: the flowers grow in umbels, 
on top of the branches; they are of a deep red, or crimfon colour, mo- 
nopetalous, drvided to the cup tn five horizontal fegments, which when in 
full bloom, clofe upon the fruit. The fruit is a foft berry, of the fize of 
a large currant, and when ripe, is of a dark green colour. 


JAMBLAN, or MIRABOLANS. 


There are various forts of thefe, which grow to middling fized trees, 
whofe leaves are fmooth, fhining, and polifhed. 


SEREECE. 


This is a large fpreading tree, which is planted tn walks, and grows very 
tall. The bark is brown and cracked; the leaves are pinnated, grow 
along every branch, and are of a pleafant graffy green: the flowers grow 
on {pikes at the ends of the branches, on fhort footftalks. The calyx is 
a thin perianthum. The corolla 1s alfo green, and very fmall, with nu- 
merous petals, The flowers have very long fine filaments, which are of 
a whitifh green colour, and fine {mell; and io numerous, as to give the 
flower the appearance of an hemifphere. 


BoNARANGA. 

This is a very fmall, bufhy tree, it grows fometimes to the height of 
20 feet, but is full of branches from its very root. The leaves grow 
very thick, and alternately on the branches; above, they are fmooth, and 
of a bright fhining green, but below, they are paler, and ribbed. The 
limbs a the tree grow to a great Be The flowers I have not on 
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The fruit is a round hufk of an orange colour, about an inch in diameter, 
and divided pretty deep into fix Jobes. When ripe it falls into three pieces, 
in ‘each of which is a pulpy fruit, with a black nut containing a white ker- 
nel. ./The whole of the fruit pounded with pepper and made into pills, the 
natives give to patients in the fmall-pox accompanied with fore throats.. 


BERINGJOLE.. 


This is a robuft fpinous plant, which grows two feet high. The rough: 
leaves are of a pale dirty green, with rough fpines upon the middle and 
larger ribs. he flowers I have not obierved. The fruit is oblong, of a 
pale green, mixed with a parple colour; fometimes the purple is the 
prevailing colour: at the bottom the fruit is larger than it is at the 
ftem. The inhabitants of Jmdia in general eat of this fruit in their curries; 
they boil them alfo as we do turnips,. but many perfons prefer them when 
broiled and feafoned with pepper and falc. 


PuLsa. 


This grows to a tolerable fize. The. bark is of: the colour of our 
hazel, and indeed the tree looks like the hazel; the leaf is foft, woolly, 
and of a pale green colour. The flower. I have not feen; the fruit is a 
kind of olive, of a red colour; when ripe alittle downy, and of an agreeable 
acid tafte. I never faw any of them. but in Bengal, and there, only in a gar- 
den belonging to Omichund the Gentoo.merchant. 


PuNSHULEE. 


This.1s a {mail tree or fhrub whofe limbs grow. very long and are full of | 
pinnez. The leaves are a fine pleafant green, what the flower is I cannot 
fay, having never feen it. The fruit 1s a {mall berry which grows at the 
ftalk of every leaf; it is firft green, then red, and when perteétly ripe, 
black. The boys paint their kites with thefe berries. 


The GREGoRIAN or Witp CucumMBER, called in Bengal TrerT- 
PuLTA, and lately by fome Europeans in India, the VoMITING 
Birp-NesrT. | 


This plant grows. like our cucumber plant, and climbs high on trees; 
like the cucumber it alfo varies in its fpecies, though I faw ne-very 
material difference amongft them. When the fruit is green it is made ule 
of as an ingredient in curries, and cuts like our cucumber. When dry, it 
confifts of a number of fine longitudinal and tranfverfe fibres finely inter- 
woven with each other, and forming three cells the whole length of the fruit, 
remarkable for having the longitudinal fibres more numerous on. the infide, 
and the tranfverfe ones on the outfide, and which are full of roundith black 
feeds: thcie cells open at the end in one hole, whofe circumference is 
that of a fhilling, and which is firmly and exactly ftopped by the ridged 
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fkin, rind, or coat of the fruit. In the center of this hole, is the 
piftil, which is a continuation of the ftalk, and drops out juft before 
the rainy feafon fers in, and then the feeds alfo fall; but’ before that 
feafon commences, the fkin remains perfectly whole; which happy circum- 
ftance feems to be a peculiar care of. providence for the prefervation of this 
valuable vegetable ; the fibres are what we commonly called, the Rirds neff, 
and when dipped in boiling water, and repeated to be dipped, unul the 
water becomes of the colour of fine hyfon tea, is certainly a powerful 
and fafe emetic, not at all inferior in its virtues to the ipecacuanha. reot, or 
any other medicine whatever. It is truth, that wooderful cures ro perfons 
labouring under flow nervows fevers have been wrought by this cucumber, 
whole excellency doth not meerly confift in. its emetic aud purgative qna- 
lities,. but is alfo indifputably, fraughe with ftemachic and reftorative 
virtues: it is alfo a gentle fudorific, and the feeds are cileemed as a power- 
ful vermifuge; 30 drops of a tinéture made of the fibrous cells infused ine 
French brandy, and taken in a glafs of Madeira wine before dinner, feldom 
fail to cure the moft violent pain of the ftomach, which Mr. Thomas often. 
experienced. . 


The virtues of this plant feemed to be totally unknown to our brethren: 
of the faculty in Jndia, unul Mr. Zhomas (who refided with me at the 
hofpital) was informed of them by the black doctors of the country that 
we employed for collecting of fimples, and of whom we endeavoured to 
get all the information we could relative to botany and the phylical practice 
of the country. To me, this gentleman foon imparted his intelligence, and 
after repeated and fatisfactory trials had been made, I collected a confider- 
able number of the dried cucumbers, and made ufe of them with great fuccefs, 
as well in my private, as in the hofpital practice. I fhall only add on this 
fubject, that the emetic quality contained in the cells of one of thofe cucum- 
bers, is fufficient to ferve for many vomiting dofes, the perfon ufing it, | 
has only to take care, that after having dipped the fame in water, it be 
fufpended in the air in order to its being dried, left from the aqueous - 
particles which may be remaining in the cells it fhould chance to become 
corrupted. . 


Bosna, by us called Sopom and GomorRAH. 


This is a tolerable large tree, grows pretty thick, and is doubly pinnated. . 
The leaves of the pinna are tender, of a fine green colour, about 14 inch 
long. Some of the flowers are white, fome red, whilft others are varie- 
gated; they are three inches or more in length and nearly two in width, of 
the fhape of the pea-flower, with numerous ftamina. The fruit is a pod. 
of 14 inches long, flat, and no thicker than a goofe-quill, containing from | 
one. end to the other, fmall feeds of the fhape of a kidney. 
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CuuTtTa, by us, Cock’s-ComMB. 


This isa fhrub-like plant, and common to all the gardens in India. It 
grows to be so feet high, and is doubly pinnated. The ftalk is robuft and 
woody. ‘The bark of a brown colour. On each pinna are 10 or 12 pair 
of fine green tender leaves, which are one inch in length. The flower is 
of a fine crimfon colour. The fruit is a flat pod, four inches long, and % 
of an inch wide, containing fix oval, flatted, greenifh feeds. 

This is the Poinciana of Dr. Hill. 


Wirtp PINE-APPLE. 


This grows on the fides of watery places, is often planted for hedges, 
and anfwers the purpofe exceedingly well, it being thick, clofe, and full of 
fpines. The root runs a great way under the furface of the ground; the 
branches of it, which are from half an inch to three or four inches in diame- 
ter, continue to be of the fame thicknefs for a long way; thefe are hard, 
but not woody, of a vreenifh colour without, and white within. The plant 
erows in the fame manner as other pines do, but the old leaves of this are 
jomewhat longer than thofe of the other, and at the fame time f{pinous; as 
thefe drop off, there is a kind of ftock remaining which 1s five or fix inches 
in diameter, and not unlike the Bamboo; and whenever thefe have been fuf- 
fered to remain uncut for any length of time, if yau lift upward the outer 
leaves, you will fee a number of thofe ftocks, or ftems, and a large cavity 
in the middle of them, which is always proportionally correfponding to the 
height of the hedge, as there are no leaves but what are near the furface of 
the hedge. At Madra/s you fee a remarkable high hedge of this kind, 
(originally planted for limiting to the northward the boundaries of that fet- 
tlement,) which 1s nearly 20 feet high, and hollow enough for fheltering 
many hundred men, but their general height is no more than five or fix 
feet. The flower is an erect fpike, very thick and foft, of a brown 
colour, and like our graffes it grows in a double ftrong and flefhy 
fpatha, yielding a {weet and highly perfumed odour; and which, if dried 
and put amongeft linen clothes, will prevent their being injured by the ant, 
or any other deftroying infect or vermin. The fruit, which is eaten by the 
poor people, refembles the other pine-apple, but is fharter than that. 


Cow-ITcnr. 


This is the down found on the outfide of a pod, which is about the length 
and thicknefs of a man’s little finger, and of the fhape of an Italian S. 
The plant grows toa great height amongft trees and bufhes; the leaves 
grow in pairs with a fingle one at the end, are of a deep green colour, 
cordated fhape, about four inches long, with the main Abre running near 
the upper fide of the leaf. The flowers grow thick on a fpike which is 
nearly an inch in length, of a fine deep purple colour, and bilabiated in 
a green cup; after the flowers fall off the pod remains. The leaves 
bruifed, are efteemed an excellent application for wounds in cattle. 

GINGILLA 


[ 495 ] 


GINGILLA SEED. 


_ This is the Sefamum of Dr. Hill. They ufe its oil to fry their fleth or fith 
in, and preferve the feeds as fweetmeats, and deem them to be ftrength- 
ners. 


SAUME DE CHUTE? 


This is a very pretty fhrub-like plant, in height fometimes more 
than i2 or14 feet. The bark is grey below, and green above. The leaves 
are very {malland tender, of a pale but pleafant green colour; oval in fhape, 
and half an inch in length; doubly pinnated, with eight or ten pair 
growing on each fide-pinna. The flower is fometimes yellow, fometimes 
purple, grows on {ipikes, and is of the fhape of the pea-bloffom. The 
fruit is a flender pod, of the thicknefs of a pack-thread, containing oblong 
truncated feeds, they are firft of a brownifh black, but when ripe, are 
brown, and look on the tree, where they plenteoufly hang, like fo many 
pieces of pack-thread. |The leaves fried with Ghee are ufed as a fuppurating 
catapla{m. 


MARRICALLANGA. Semen emeticum novum. 


I have never feen the tree, but they tell me that it is a large one. I 
had fome of its branches brought to me, which were like the branches 
our Barberry, and equally as thick; they are of a great length, and 
fend forth but a fmall number of the fmaller branches. The bark is 
greyifh, the wood is tough, at the diftance of two or three inches through- 
out the branches, there grow two very long fharp {pines, which are oppofite 
te each other, and under each of thefe, fhoot out five or fix {mall fuboval 
leaves ; the {malleft end being elongated ferves as a pedicle in the manner 
of our thorn. In the middle of thofe leaves on a fhort pedicle ftand the 
fruit, which when green are oval, and have an eye hke the pomegranate ; 
when ripe, they are nearly round, and of the fize and colour of a walnut; 
the fkin is rough, but breaks almoft as foon as it is bended; in 
ghe infide, the fruit is divided into three partitions like the walnut, and 
thefe are full of reddith feeds, that are oleous, and when firft tafted, a little 
aromatic; in fhape they are the 5th or 6th of a circle cut from the circum- 
ference to the center, and fome of them are angular without the convexity. 
Thefe feeds with the hufks when powdered 1s in look, fmell, and tafte, like 
the powder of IJpecacuanba, and an equal quantity of each operates alike. 
They are to be had almoft all over India, and are fo cheap that the 
price is hardly worthy of mention, for a bufhel will not coft more than 
a rupee. The black people have always been acquainted with their ufeful 
properties, and frequently ufe them in medicine. But the European furgeons, 
according to Mr. Thomas’s obfervations, until he himfelf introduced them 
into practice (which was after that he fucceeded me as furgeon to his 
majefty’s hofpital) feemed to be altogether unacquainted with them. _ 
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AALOES. 


The Aloe is well known in-moft parts of the world, and therefore it ‘is 
unneceflary to defcribe it. They grow all over India, and near S#. Augu/- 
tine’s Bay at Madagafcar, is to be found in great abundance, the right 
Succotrine fort. 


AGOGHORSE. 


This isa direét grafs. The culm fometimes runs upwards of two feet, and 
is undivided. The leaves are pointed, of a fine green, rough, half an inch 
broad, and two feet long: they are of an aromatic tafte, mingled with an 
apreeable bitter, yield a fine fweet-fmelling flavour, and are ufed in cool 
tankards, €¢. 7 


Dret-PropucTions of the GARDEN. 


Tt would be endlefs to attempt a defcription of the number and forts 
which India produces of the creeper and volubilis kind, and that are by 
the Europeans and natives ufed in their curries, and foups; there are of them, 
whofe fruit are from the fize of a bufhel meafure to that of the goofeberry ; 
and of every fhape, fuch as round, oval, oblong, angular, &c. There is 
alfo a great variety of the bean kind, too tedious to mention here ; but the 
one which they call Zvy, I cannot pails over: itis highly efteemed when ftewed, 
by the Zuropeans, and when ripe and dry, carries with it the appearance of 
the Wild Cucumber, and is, as ] was told, like that, of an emetic qua- 
Jity. Whether it is the fame, has been a matter of difpute; however, 
by comparing the defcription already given of the Teefpulta, with the few 
particulars which follow. relating to this, the reader will foon difcover how 
miftaken thofe are who fuppofe them to be the fame. This fruit when dry, 
is highly ridged, with five or fix large fibres running its whole length, and 
without a piftil; neither are the fibres fo diftinct as in the other, but are 
pluffy, as if beaten. | 7 


In the markets of all our Engi fettlements, you feldom meet with any 
other vegetables for fale than what are the. natural productions of the 
country ; whereas in thofe of the Dutch you find a plenty of the European 
cabbages, coleworts, carrots, turnips, peafe, &c. &ec. Ese. | 


With pleafure, I acknowledge the aid I have received from the late ingenious 
Mr. Zhomas’s papers, which contain alfo branches or leaves of almoft every 
one of the foregoing trees, fhrubs, and plants; thefe enabled me to give fo 
accurate an account of the vegetable productions of Indoftan, and trom 

them I have alfo tranfcribed the following recipe for the cure of putrid 
intermitting fevers, communicated to us by a Gentoo doctor during our 
being together in Benga/, and which I oftentimes fuccefsfully prefcribed 
in the courfe of my hofpital practice in that fettlement: concerning it Mr. 
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Thomas hath left this opinion, “* We have found it to anfwer better than the 
bark, in whatever quantity given.” 


Take of Roman vitriol, and burnt pearls, each, the weight of one 
rupee, (i. e. three drachms and feven grains;) orpiment half a drachm; 
furnamachy, (a metallic foffil) burnt 10 grains: wath the orpiment in 
chunam (Lime) water; powder them well together, and make them 
into a foft electuary with the juice of green aloes; then put it into a {mall 
unglazed earthen pan, and turn another fhallow one over it, both which 
clote well with clay, by furrounding both the pans with it, and at leaft half 
an inch thick. hen dig a hole in the ground 14 inches wide and a 
foot deep, into which put dried cow-dung and fome bits of ftraw to the 
height of fix inches from the bottom of the hole, then fet the fame on 
fire; put over the fuel the pans, taking care to cover them with cow-dung 
and bits of ftraw, till they are piled fix or eight inches above the pit or 
hole, where let the pans continue till all the fuel is confumed by the 
fire, which will be about feven hours. When the medicine is taken out, 
it looks like a cinder; this you are to reduce to a powder, and give two 
prains with fugar every morning. 


A Lift of Jndign Drugs hath been given in p. 44. 
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A PPEN DI X, 


N°. III. 


An Account of the Diseases incident to Gomsroon, 
contained in a letter from an ingenious phyfician who 
refided feveral years in that fettlement. 


URING my abode at Gombroon, autumnal and vernal Jntermittents 

raged in as various forms, as have ever been remarked in the defcrip- 
tions given of thefe difeafes by medical authors. The moft fimple of them 
often continued to harrafs the patient for a confiderable length of time. 
Others were quite anomalous, the paroxyfms frequently redoubling, and 
that not always in a regular order; which plainly evinced the malignity of 
their nature. . I have known a regular autumnal Yertian (which never 
doubled the paroxy{m, except upon fome cafual indifcretion of the patient), 
fo obf{tinate as to continue twelve or thirteen months, and at length to occa- 
fion indurations in the fpleen, liver, &c. 


The obftinacy of thefe difeafes, and the bad confequences arifing from 
them, do, I believe, but feldom occur in other countries, and here, were 
by no means occafioned by bleeding, or other improper evacuations. Even 
when by the irregularities of the patient the fits were anticipated, or re- 
doubled, the fever quickly affumed its firft type, and fo went on until the 
patient’s want-of ftrength and the dread of worfe confequences, obliged me 
to put a flop to its career by the bark. A repetition of the fame medicine 
afterwards, at intervals, according to Sydenbam’s method, did not always 
prove fuccefsful. 


Other 
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Other Intermittents, were of a more malignant nature, and attended with 
fuch complicated and redoubled fits, as fometimes to terminate in a con- 
tinual fever of the worft kind, to the great danger and often the deftruction 
of the patient. Continual Putrid Fevers, appeared as the fun approached the 
winter, or fummer folitice, but were by no means fo frequent as to deferve 
the name of epidemics. Baftard Peripneumonies, alfo occurred from the 
middle of Offoeder to the middle of November, and might in fome years be 
obferved even in the fucceeding months to the end of February. 


But the various fpecies of IJntermitting Fevers already mentioned, were, 
at leaft while I was there, the moft prevailing diforders at Gombroon. 


The Quotidians, during the firft days, by reafon of their obfcure inter- 
miffion, were fomewhat difficult to be diftinguifhed from the reft: but by 
attending to the attack of the firft cold Gt, and the progrefs of the other 
fubfequent fymptoms, the cafe may be known. The chilnefs in the begin- 
ning of this fever commences in the extreme parts of the body, fuch as at 
the tip of the nofe, and the ends of the fingers, or toes: it never feizes with 
an univerfal rigor, or in all or moft of the mufcular parts of the body at 
once, as in the beginning of many Continual Fevers, neither does it rife ta 
fo great a degree as in a Tertian. The cold fit is often very flight at Gom- 
broon, and I believe in moft hot climates. Towards the end of the cold ft, 
a pituitous vomiting, with great drowfinefs, often attacks the patient, and 
Joon after, the pulfe becomes quicker, having an undulating motion, but 
not fo ftrong in its vibrations as in a Tertian, nor attended with that tenfity 
and hardnefs as in acute Inflammatory Fevers: neither does the patient com- 
plain much of thirft, but is on the contrary frequently troubled with. watery 
and frothy fpittings. Moreover, the heat of the body during the increafe 
or ftate, is accompanied with a moifture, and is very moderate when com- 
pared with the heat attendant on continual Inflammatory Fevers, or Tertian 
Intermittents, in the fame ftate. If the face continues for any time pale, 
livid, and as it were a little bloated, with tenfe Hypochondria, danger is 


portended. | 


The patient in the firft days hath feldom any truly critical fweat; nor 
are the intermiffions for the moft part perceptible. However, in five or fix 
days thefe Fevers moft commonly fhow their nature more plainly, by Ju#ter- 
miffions of fix or eight hours continuance, and, what I have not elfewhere 
obferved of fuch Quotidians, they in about a fortnight afterwards terminate 
in Tertians. This Fever will by no means bear a hot regimen; by this 
it will foon be changed into a Continual Putrid, and more dangerous Fever. 
A cold regimen is alfo a dangerous extreme. At Gombroon, if I may be 
allowed the expreffion, it is of a phlegmatic arpituitous nature, in which a 
mean courfe between the two excefles of either of thefe regimens, is to be 


tollowed. 
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“ On its firft attack, I ufually gave a vomit, either of Jpecacuanba, or Salt 
of Vitriol, adding to the former a grain or two of T. artar Emetic, or two 
‘drachms of Vinum Benedifium for robuft habits. Bleeding is feldom requifite 
in this fever ; the pulfe, joined with the ftate of other fymptoms, muft alone 
determine the expediency of that operation. The conftitution, fo far as 
‘I could find, in Goméroon, will not bear too fmart, nor too great evacua- 
tions of any kind. For common drink, I ordered fack-whey, fage-tea, or 
orange-whey ; and gave often fome grains of Sa/ Prunella mixed with them, 
fo as that the patient might take about the quantity of a drachm and a half 
of itin the fpace of twenty-four hours. 1 directed panado, and water-gruel, 
for their food, allowing fome fpoonfuls of rhenifh; old hock, or other white 
wines, to be given when the fever was almoft on the decline. I have fome- 
times, to ungovernable patients, allowed chicken broth, but cannot approve 
of flefh nutriment, even of the lighteft forc, efpecially in the firft days of a 
fever of any kind, as more ezfily tending to putrefaction than the farinace- 
ous aliment. Sage, or other tea, I frequently allowed as a change of drink; 
but I found the fack-whey infinitely preferable, as fupporting the {fpirits 
better, and allo affording fome nourtfhment, which the teas did not. 


Sweats forced by art in the beginning of thefe fevers, as well as in moft 
others, pervert the intentions of nature, and render the difeafe more malig- 
nant and irregular; but when occafioned by gently diluting and refolving 
medicines, they either bring the Fever fooner to an Intermiffion, or by 
gradually refolving and eliminating the morbific matter, reftore the patient 
to health. In cafe the bowels are much conftipated, a clyfter of milk, oil 
and fugar, with two drachms of lenitive electuary diffolved in it, may be 
adminiftered ; but in moft cafes at the beginning of Quotidians, the ftools 
are crude and watery, and an emetic will ulually procure as much evacua- 
tion as is neceffary this way. Where the drowfinefs was fo exceffive as to 
threaten a Coma, and the languor of the pulfe required the applicatien of a 
blifter, I have found benefit from applying it, but great care is to be taken, 
lett fo powerful a ffemulus fhould throw the patient into a Continual Fever ; 
and indeed, although Quotzdians are very troublefome, and often dangerous, 
2s 1 jeldom had ceccafion to lower the Fever with the lancet, fo neither have 
I been often obliged to raife the pulle by the application of vefica- 
tories. Such Fevers, by a prudent treatment, without running into any ex- 
tremes, will often in a few days grant fome hours truce daily to the patient, 
and provided his conftitution holds out, may ina fortnight afterwards, form 
themielves into regular Tertians. 


But where I have been apprehenfive of the patient’s fuecumbing 
under the fever before fuch a wifhed-for change, I have then taken the 
opportunity of the {mall intermiffions, to give the bark, with as much cau- 
tion and prudence as I was mafter of. You are fenfible, no particular 
advice in fuch a cafe can be given; this muft be left entirely to the judgment 
of the phyf.cian or furgeon who has attended the patient through the whole 
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courfe of the difeafe. I have however obferved, that on the firft, fecond, 
third, or fourth perfect Intermiffion, if J had a mind to embrace that oppor- 
tunity, I could always exhibit at leaft two drachms of the bark before the 
approach of the next fit, which I indeed obferved to be fomewhat higher 
than the preceding one, but without danger. 


At the next Intermiffion I could generally make the patient take half an 
ounce, and on the third, fix drachms, or thereabouts ; which practice never 
failed to drive off the Fever, or change its type to a Terfian: nay, | have 
been fometimes forced to Jay hold of Remiffons, and it is to be done with 
fafety when one is fure of the nature of the Fever. Sometimes you will 
gain your point in twice giving your bark as above-mentioned, thrice never 
failed me. In Quotidians \ almoft always obferved that the bark occafioned 
watery ftools, but never durft venture to check them by opiates; how- 
ever 1 found by experience that notwithftanding the ftools, a third exhibi- 
tion of the bark feldom failed of fuccels. 


Tertians at Gombroon, as well vernal as autumnal, frequently imitate for 
fome days the genius of Continual Fevers. They may be diftinguifhed even 
in this ftate from the other fpecies of Jntermittents, in that the pulfe, dur- 
ing the ftate of the Fever, is more full, and ftrong; the heat is more 
ardent, and dry; and the fymptoms feemingly are more violent; the cold 
fit too is frequently more fevere, though as obferved above, this is not 
always to be relied on. As to their refemblance to the Continual, it is fo 
very natural, that it is not eafy in this period of them to make always a juft 
prognoftic, or judge truly what Fever one hath got to deal with. How- 
ever, the fetting in of the Epidemic may greatly affift one’s judgment. It 
may likewife be obferved in them, that the heat of the patient’s body feems 
to the touch, of an equal temperature, not greatly increafed, as in moit Con- 
tinuals. But notwithitanding all this, you are very fenfible that Sydexbam, 
and after him Boerhaave, have written, Quin et fepe initio Autumni mulan- 
tur exalte indolem continuarum, ob longtores et duplicates paroxy/mos, dum 
tamen indoles SS curatio plane diverfe funt. The firtt part ot which dpkori/m 
fhows, that at leaft in the beginning of Autumn, their appearances are as 
fallacious in other countries, as in Gombroon; and the latter part of it 
declares, that a very different method of cure from that of Conéiuual Fevers, 
is requifite in thefe Intermittents. 


I muft confefs, that notwithftanding two fuch great authorities, J have 
been frequently obliged to ufe the lancet to determine their Jnter- 
miffions more {peedily, left greater mifchief fhould have befallen the patient. 
Boerbaave, in another aphorifm on Intermittents, fays, Venefeciio nocet per 
fe femper, prodeft alias cafu ut et tenuis exatiaque Dicta: Yet he foon after- 
wards adds, Porro /ymptomati urgenti occuratur juxta regulas in acutis datas. 
And I can with truth affirm, that in Gombroon, I often found moderate 
bleeding neceffary, as well as the fenuis exac?aque dieta. 
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In the beginning of thefe Tertians, as_ there are. but few rules or precepte: 
which will not admit of exceptions, I have in fome very fanguine habits of 
body bled even a fecond time; and am of opinion that the probability of 
thereby protracting the fever’s duration for a few months, at leaft in Gom- 
broon, is not fo hazardous as running the rifque of its change into an Un- 
remitting Continual Fever ; in which laft cafe it is always highly dangerous, . 
and of a malignant nature. I am a living witnefs of an Autumnal Fever, 
which began and continued almoft perfectly regular for thirteen months, in 
my own perton, in fpite of all the medicines I took to get rid of it; neither 
did it ever double the paroxyftr, unlefs it was my own fault. I neither 
bled nor ufed any other fevere evacuation, and I have known the like hap- 
pen to feveral others, fo that in Gombroon thofe Intergritting Fevers fometimes 
run much beyond the ufval period of their duration in other countries ; ee 
even where bleeding hath not been ufed, the Vernal often continues to harrafs 


the patient for fix months. 


But to return from this digreffion: I have often found the Jever by its 
continuance for a few days fo to weaken the patient, that I was glad to 
adminifte, the bark even on the firft Intermiffion, and always have done it 
with fafety and fuccefs ; fometimes indeed, as was obferved in Quotidians, 
on firft giving this medicine it did not fucceed, nay in fuch cafes 1 have 
found the next paroxy{m, as it were exafperated, though without danger to 
the patient; but the fecond exhibition of this noble medicine never failed 
to put a temporary ftop to the fever, and often, if I might be allowed the 
expreffion, to make an entire conqueft over it. When fymptoms were not 
Jo urgent after Jntermiffion from the Fever, I gave the patient a drachm of 
the Sal Polychreff evening and morning in a draught of bitters, and directed 
the bitters by themfelves to be taken two or three times a day, efpecially 
during the Intermiffions of the Fever. Care was taken not to overheat the 
patient, to prevent his difeafe being converted into a Continual Fever, of 
which (except fome very ereat irregularities had been committed by the 
patient) he runs no great rifque, after the Intermiffions from the Fever have 
tor fome days been perfectly diftine. 


I chus prepared him for the bark, as moft pra¢titioners in Europe do at this 
day. When once the Intermiffions are fair and compleat, you are fenfible there 
can be no danger from the bark. To fay more to you upon the fubjeét would 
be improper ; I fhall therefore only add, that I have fometimes feen thefe 
fevers, without any reafon that I could affign, double their paroxyfms; and 
fometimes on the third Intermiffion that appeared, I adminiftered the bark, 
and thus put a ftop to their further progrefs. After thefe Fevers have been 
fubdued by the bark, all evacuations become hurtful except a vomit, nor 
is even a vomit to be given, unlefs in cafes of a relapfe. Amorous dalli- 
ances with the fair fex, (of which I had feveral inftances, as well in Gombroon 
as elfewhere,) infallibly caufe a relapfe, even where there hath been no enjoy- 
ment. Too great an application to bufinefs, too much thoughtfulnefs, and 
ali forts of exercife, even only in fuch a degree as on other occafions might 
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be deerned falutary, will produce relapfes, efpecially during great heat of 
the weather. ee | 


Quartans are not near fo frequent at Gombroon as the above-mentioned 
Fever, nor have I ever obferved a Vernal Quartan either here or any where 
elfe; and thofe which occur in .4u¢umn have nothing particular, but what I 
fhall remark afterwards among the complications of thefe Fevers. Neither 
did the Quartans at Gombroon, as far as came within my obfervation, ever 
imitate Continual Fevers, or double their paroxy{ms, or require a different 
treatment from what they ‘do in other countries. As to the Complications of 
thefe Fevers, I muft own I never met with a Double Quotidian, uniefs the 
patient by interrupting the fweat at its beginning, brought back his fever 
before the wonted time. 


Double Tertians at Gombroon, are frequent, and eafy to be diftinguifhed 
from Quotidians, by the paroxyfms being equal on equal days; for inftance, 
if the accefs happens to-day at noon, to-morrow it will happen at fix at 
night, next day at noon, and the day following at fix in the evening, but 
often the fits anticipate each other. When the Fever was of the fertian 
kind, thus redoubled, I ufed in the firft, fecond, or third Intermiffion to 
reduce it to order by the bark. When it appeared in this form from 
the beginning, after a vomit and a few days treatment as in the Quotidian, 
I commonly took the firft fair opportunity to give the bark in {mall quan- 
tities, which feldom failed of reducing the difeafe to a fimple Tertian, but I 
never ufed to be in too great a hurry. 


A Semi-tertian fometimes happens, and yields, fo far as I have found, 
to the treatment of the Quctidians ,; but be very cautious with regard to the 
bark. I have fometimes feen a TYertian afflict the patient for two days 
together, and intermit the third; and fometimes continue for two days, and 
intermit the two following days; both which cafes do however but feldom 
occur; but among thofe Fevers you will find more irregularities than even 
what I have mentioned. When you are fearful of ufing the bark in the 
mixed or complicated kinds of thofe Fevers, or even in the more regular 
Intermittents, the Elixir of Vitriol is an admirable medicine, joined to bitters. 
It is alfo excellent to prevent relapfes. 


I never obferved at Gombroon, the Simple Continued Inflammatory Fever : and 
Putrid Continual Fevers feldom occurred, unlefs fuch as were of a periodical 
difpofition. 


As to bleeding in fuch Fevers, it muft chiefly be determined by the pulfe ; 
this evacuation however in the fame fpecies of fever during fome times of 
the year, may be proper in fome perfons, but in others not jo neceffary, 
or even advifeable ; in general I found the nature of thefe Fevers, and 
likewile of the air, admitted of bleeding, if mot carried to too great an 
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height. JI never omitted giving a ‘vomit as-early as poffible, and if the. 
vomit did not pafs downwards, I the fame evening adminiftered an emollient 
clyfter; after which carefully attending to the genius of the Fever, I pre- 
{cribed a cooling antiphlogiflic regimen, with attenuating falts, and julaps 
acidulated with the Elixir of Vitriol, being, as careful as I could, of 
ane quid nimis. Violent attenuants or refolvents, when too plentifully 
ufed, may diffolve the Crafs of the blood in too great a degree, and thereby 
contrary to their antifeptic nature, produce in the human body, effects quite 
different from the intention with which they are given, by even converting 
the animal fluids into a putrid /afex, altogether unfit for the functions 
of life. Thefe alfo too freely indulged, frequently bring prepofterous 
Jweats in the beginning of the Fever, before nature hath fufficiently con- 
cocted the febrile matter. To prevent or correct both which inconveniencies, 
I never found any thing equal to the Gas Sulphuris, or fpirit of vitriol, 
frequently given either in julaps, or in the patients common drink. Orange- 
juice, and diftilled vinegar, are good medicines, and the laft is found in 
plenty in Gombroon. In Fevers the {pirits are more apt to flag at Gombroon, 
than at any other place I ever knew, efpecially during the heats, and in 
the fogey damp weather, yet I never had recourfe to any of the heating 
cordials, but found the acidulated julaps anfwer my intentions very 
well. 


J rarcly ordered emulfions, finding they curdled on the ftomach, either 
through the heat of the weather, nature of the patient’s ftomach, or perhaps 
by means of the acidulated julaps fo neceffary in thofe Fevers; I therefore 
penerally advifed whey for common drink, in which I could diffolve what 
refolvent falts I thought fit, and could acidulate to what degree I thought 
proper, without accumulating a numerous farrago of medicines upon the 
patient, which in fuch cafes ufually becomes naufeous; by this beverage 
J] tound the patient’s fpirits better fupported than by emulfions or teas, altho’ 
I frequently allowed the latter, efpecially that made from fage, by way of 
variety. I fometimes indulged the patient with a cool tankard made with 
rhenifh, old hock, or in want of them with any other white wine; which if 
not acid enough, I fharpened with orange juice, or fpirit of vitriol; but I 
think it not fo well to allow the patient this draught quite cold, as they 
ufually defire, for fear of occafioning obftructions by iss chilnefs. 1 pre- 
ferred the farinaceous food, fuch as water-gruel, panado, Congee, &c. to the 
lighteft flefh nourifhment, which in thefe fevers is {till more to be prohibited, 
than in the beginning of any of the intermitting kind. 


A cooling clyfter is fometimes neceffary, efpecially if the fever much 
affects the head; and by this gentle treatntent, thefe Fevers in five, feven, 
nine, eleven, or fourteen days, ufed to go off by a gradual refolution; a 
very beneficial way to nature, and by no means hazardous. 
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Few of them run a great length; moft of them laft not above feven or 
mine days; few arrive at fourteen, and fome were terminated in five, nay 
a very few but very violent in three days: what feemed to me fomewhat 
pemariable: was, that a few of thefe Fevers terminated in Intermitionts , and 
others of them were fucceeded in about a month’s time by an Jutermistent. 
Whether this was owing to any particularity of the air, fo naturally difpofed to 
produce this laft Fever, efpecially in weakened bodies; or whether it was 
owing-to nature’s not bringing on the firft fever to’ a copious and critical 
ejection of the morbid caufe, I fhall not take upon me to determine. Yet 
notwithftanding this confequence, (which was not however very frequent) 
I always preferred a gradual refolution of the Fever, when critical, to the 
rifque which too often attends an imperfect crifis. After thefe fevers, I ufed 
to purge the patient at leaft twice, with the Docoftum Amarum cum Senna, 
adding fome drops of the elixir of vitriol in each dofe. Sometimes, inftead 
of a decoction of bitters, I ordered an infufion of them in white wine. By 
this method I judged that the patient was not fo liable to a fubfequent 
Intermittent, butI found that even this did not abfolutely prevent it. With 
regard to Biifters, where the pulfe was ftrong and full, I rarely or never made 
ufe of them, on account of a fimple delirium in thefe Fevers; but when the 
pulfe funk, and where nervous twitchings or coma fupervened, I always 
applied them. 


‘There is likewife to be met with at Gombroon a Low Fever, attended with 
‘great depreffion of the fpirits, wherein bliftering is abfolutely neceffary : 
this J take to be what is called in Europe the Nervous Fever. 


Blifters in general are more advantageoufly ufed in periodical fevers, 
whether mild or putrid, than in thofe fevers which are continual. 


For nervous fymptoms, Sal. Succini, Tinét. Caftor. Ruf. and other warm 
medicines, become neceffary. 


The Baftard Peripneumony at Gombroon, requires ftrong blifters, as well 
as every where elfe ; and bleeding in proportion to the patient’s ftrength once 
in the beginning, I found for the moft part was neceffary, with a diluting 
regimen. Balfamics, efpecially of the heating kind, do often more harm 
than good. I have fometimes ufed a little of the Oxymel Sciliticum with 
fuccefs. 


While I was at Gombroon, there were none of the Morbi acuti febriles 
which could be called Epidemics, and as fporadic they obferved their ufual 
tenour. | 


The Smail-pox is by the country people, generally fpeaking, reckoned 
epidemic, and fatal, and obferved to return among them about once in 
feven years; but J had not a patient in that diforder all the time I was 
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in the place, Inlall Acate di/ea/es, as well as Jntereurrent, T made it my. 
care, as much as J poffibly could, to preferve the Vis Vite in that joft modes 
ramen, that the patient might not be carried off by.the difeafe ariling to too 
great an height; nor nature on the other hand, be fo weakened, as to be 
unable to bring about the purpofe either of benign refolution, or critical 
evacuations: you know this is the true golden mean to be obferved in. 
treating Fevers, ae a 





As you muft be fenfible that the particular genus of an Acute difeafe,. 
with the fymptoms peculiar to different Jdso/yncrajes, can only be learned, 
from verona and attentive obfervation ; fo with that affiftance, the fore. 
going remarks, | hope will be found ferviceable and ufeful, 
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